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IHFOR!LAL EXl'E:.IPORAiii:OUS RE:.!ARKS OF THE PRESIDEKT 

ON THE OCCASIOII Oi" THE VISIT TO THE 

WHITE HOUSE EXECUTIVE OFFICES OF 

'l'HIR'l'Y- SIX STATE SUPE:RINT£liDENTS OF EilUCATI Oll 

Wednesday, Dece~ber 11 , 1 935, 2 .15 P. l& . 

(The Superint endents of Educati on were acco~:~
panled by Dr. St udebaker , Y'ho introduced them 
t o the P resident. ) 

I nm awfully glt\d you ll.re meetinc dotrn here , I 

aa not goinr to D&ke a 1peech to you. All I can tell you 

ie that I have been trying to keep in touch with our ou-

t ua.l probl ema becauee I cot to 'tnO'I' the State proble!:\8 

during four years up in Alb.B.ny. I cUd thin:: t.~t r.e had 

accor:~plished a great deal , but I know that "e have to eo 

a lon1 way. That appliee not only to !lew Yor:O but to 

every other State. We have only scratched the sur face . 

I had a very nice lunch the other ~ny ri th the 

Su)')erintendent of School a or the State or I)?.'& and re 

talked about e?me of our problene . or course , one thinp; 

that haa handicapped us t~nd "hich has t:l&de 1 t difficult 

to eo ahead, as yoa reali~e . i. that the wor:t has been 

connned of neceeelty and by law, both , to roller . It 

haa been, or neceadty , on a rel1er baa18. All a'propria-

tl '"' which h&ve been nade J-.ave hAd thl>.t one etne-le ot-

Jeotive wh1eli wne relief. 
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Now, however, I have atretched the law treoen-

4oualy. I knew that the uae of relief tunda, tor instance, 

tor the building or schoolhouaea and the repair or school· 

houaea , on whloh "• have spent a trent many mllllona of 

dollars all over the country, would hel9 the physical side. 

But, I tran'<ly 414 stretch tho law when lt came to ecce 

other thlnea, such as the e::tploycaent or teachers who are 

on the relief t-Ollt , although tho.t wna a perfectly obvious 

thll'lf:, to do . Hal!'lng boya and girls to attend hlgh schools 

and collegee, that was atretohlnl the law Juat a little bit; 

honver, we took care of qul te a nu::~ber or the~:~ . 

I 'fi'OU14 11:{e to glve you sooe ot the t'1gures to 

show lllhat tra have done. 'l'here were forty-three thousand 

teachers given work ln the CMerr-ancy edueatlon !'1'0~. 

!.lore than fl ve t:.undred thouaand !!len and wo:~~en were taucht 

rea41nr; and ,.rlting. As I ea1d the other day, one or the 

thinr-a that a great Senator tro::1 Louisiana actually acco•

pllahed 1n the great State of Lou1a1ana wae teaching adul ta 

to read and write, and thl!;t •ae one :r-eason to:r- hle ve:r-y 

e;reat popularity in hle own St...te, "Vhlch cannot be disputed. 

Kelnlng t'lve hundred th~uaand peoT>le to ~ad and 

ll'rlte lea •ethln but, again, lt 1e only Juat aeretchlng 
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the eurraoe . That la 'llhy, l n plnnnl ng for the f uture, I 

thln!t "' have all r.ot to wor~ out a mutual progra.c~ . 

For lnstnnce, juet a few more t1curea, ln the 

achool year 19:53-34, ther., r.ere fourteen ant! a half all 

lion dollars l?rovlded ln thirteen states to !{liP the ru

rftl eehoola O!)en, and ln 19:54- 35, seven n1lllon dollars 

\7atl '91"0Vlt\l'ld ln sl:r.toen etntea . 

And now •e are (.oln Mend r.. th certAin other 

thin e 'IItle' !lr. Studeba::er ttnt4 I f!!'C tryln to put ln as 

l'!'hst l'lltht be co.lled •enterlrtfs •edf·ea• -- I thln.:t thot 1a 

the eaeleet tem to use . They are enterln; wedges and are 

cor~part~tlvely Bl"'-1!1:11 flO tar ae tho total expenditure or 

money goee. But, lo"l~lnt; at t~e probleo as a 11hole, 'f'!'S 

are ·radUft.l.ly ~r~Unt, I t~1nk, tornrd a greater n&t1onal 

lntereet 11n:1 an underatandltl(' lr. the great !:lton;r thlnca 

that the national Gonrnn.ent can -oronerly 1.o . But Lt 

tnkea eduoatlon before we onn tet that ltlnC or thlnr:

thnu..._-+. C?nt_ress -- nn:>the:r l)laoe we have to ltRrt educa

tion -- th11.t la orr the reoord, Xannee . 

or course, we art~ trylrl£' to cut down tht !u!Sget -

that h another !lr?ble ; we fl.rtl tryln! t'l 'teep the '"Her 

po.rt ot tho Buttcet ftll low a1 we poulbly cnn but , tn thou 
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entering wedgea we have atnrt ed tor the general education 

protrM I think we are •olng to go a long ny, and that 

la why I lll!l a$klng you to be kind to me and not to expect 

too r.'!Uch in a year. 

I thlrU we are ol~ to ·et aoaewhe r e and I hope 

v ery :nuch thnt this conference you are all having 1'1.11 

bring, ae rar aa !)O&sl ble , uMnlmlty or thour:ht a nd aot1on 

in &ll the States looking tonrd a aore '!)Or.:Lanent ~ na-

tlonal policy. 

'le have 13tl.de rreat stride• ln the paat two ,._n4 

a halt years ln. ro.laln the prl cea or e~e or ln savlne: 

people tro:1 ban4~ruptcy or ln openln,... the banks , but the 

b1eteat stride we have .,de in the pa.et t...-o and a l".alt' 

years has been ln 1ntereat1ne: the Ar.terlcan people ln their 

or.n G<'Jverm:~ent . I thin~< 1'8 hllve ·one further ln the paet 

two And a halt' years than ln the last 'tr.enty- tive :ff"L"r& in 

rettll'l£' '!)OO'!)le t~ underat11nd their Ooverrwent p:roblew1 1 

their aoci&l. p:roble!:IB an(" their educationnl !')I'Oble..,a. 3ut 

~e cnnnot ("o fo.ater thl"n lJ certa1n e!)eed o.nd fet aTro.y '!'lith 

1 ~, and tl·.at 11 1"l':y I a' 'lil'l£' to alk you people to b• 

t1~ fln4 C')opeJ'llte an,1 Mt puel': ae t?O taet. 
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on Wednesday. Do you thlnk you could cooe over and aay 

a raw "erda and rive out the dlplooaa?• 

I aald, •certainly, I '1'1.11 be flad to co:ae. • 

I aald, 'Are you t~e Pres! ~ant or the £raduatlnf" clue?' 

He aald, 1 !:o, air; I am the PrlnclT)al or the 

school.' 

I anld, 1 How old l'lre you?1 

•r &m nineteen. 1 

I aald, 'You are nineteen and Principal or ti';e 

school? H"" many children are there?' 

He sai d , • About tr.o hundred an<' forty children. • 

I eald, •Have you been to colleee?1 

He aa1d, 1 Yea, ai r; I tlnlsh&d 117 t'reahman year 

at t he Unlversl ty or Geor£la.• 

I an.ld, 1 H::nr "re you rett1n£ alone;?' 

He aa1d, 1 I am t a.klnr the year out •o thnt I can 

get enough to go bac:t next yec.r a nd I 1'1111 be n so!)hor.~.ore . 1 

I snld, 'What pay are you cettln[;?1 

1I no ·ettln,.. V"Oo4 pr:r, tour hundred and. henty

f'lve .Sollars. 1 

That a tt pretty J)(lt;:et1c a tcry when ,y?u col'le 

r1et.t d?wn to t.t . It 11 "pretty tou,-h £Me. 

It 1a C"lo4 to ••• 'JQU 1111 . (At) lftuae) 
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