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Once more the moat Joyous of all daya drawa near 

and again it is my sreat priTilege on this bleued Kve of 

the llat1Tity to wiah the American people eTerywhere a J.:erry 

Chrtatmaa . 

This 1a the third time that I have Joined in theee 

Chrh~• EYe f ... t1T1 tiea . l'fe are pthered together in a 

typical Ameriean aatt1ng in the park here in front of the 

White P.ousa. Before tlO and around me is an Amer ican 

assemblage · - men and wot:Hin of all agee -- youths end llllidene -

youna children who know nothing about the cares of life --

all Jubilant with Joyous expectation . 

The night 1a falling and tba spirit of other de.ys, 

too, broods over the aoene . Andrew Jackson looks do'll'n upon us 



- . -
!rom h1a prano11l6 steed; and the tour corners or the square 

in Which we are gathered around a ga1ly lit Chr1otm$a tree aro 

suardad b)' tbe ttsuraa or intrepid leaders i n the ROTOlut1onaJ;r 

war -- Von Steuben, tho Gert~an , KoaoiuaZko, tba Pole and 

Lafayette and Rochambeau fro~:~ the ahorea or Franca. 

Tb1a 1a in keeping with the un1Teraal spirit or tho 

teatt•al we are celebrating; tor •• who atand hera aeons our 

guard lana out ot the past and from tar shores are, I suppose , 

as 41Tarae in blood and origin aa are the uncounted allli ona 

throughout the land to whom these worde go out tonight. BUt 

around the Wll8ar or tba Babe or Bethlehem .. all ne tiona and 

kindrach and tonf}lae,. find unHy . !'or the spirit or Chriatae.a 

lcnowa no race, no creed, no clime, no 11cl1tat1on of' time or apace . 

The spirit ot Cbriatmoa breathes an eternal message 

ot pMc• and good will to all men. t• pause th•r•tore on thh 

Holy ~1ght and laying down the bUrtleua a11d t .o ouru or 11t• 
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and oaat1ng adds t he anxi e ties or the ool"''lllon day , rejoice 

that nineteen hwuired years aco , b· ralded by Angela tt.ere 

oo::e into the '.'rorld \Jne whose mesa&£• wee or peace, who 

met..&d60 ot love tmd or peace " find t~.e true Jtean1ng of 

Chrietnaa • 

••. ud ao I ;;reet )"OU ·.o1th the r.rHt1nc ~r tt.e ..r.gela on 

tnat first Cllristrtaa at ~thlehem which , r esouz rUne t:.ro ·h 

ce: :.ur1eo , still rinta o:.."'t t.ith ita eterw:•l ~8a8,£e: "Glory 

to God in tbll big .eat , ~d on earth peace, good ti1ll to 

rten . " 
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Once ~~~:ore the aoet Joyoua or all 4aya draw• near 

an4 again lt ia a y gnat prlvllege on thls bleaaed Eve of 

the Nativity to wleh the American people everywhere a Merry 

Chrlstmae. 

Thla 1a the third tlme that I have Jol.ned ln these 

Chrlataae r ve teetlv1t1ee . We are gathe re4 together in a 

typical Alleri can aettlnf in the par& heN! in rront of the 

White Houae . Before me an4 around ae l a an AJierlcan aaacm-

blage -- me n and women or all agea -- youtha a nd aaide na --

young children who know nothing about the caru or llfe --

all Jubilant wl th Joy.;~us expectation. 

The nl~ht 1e fall l ng a nd the aplr\ t or other day a , 

too, broode over the ace ne. Andrew Jackson l oote dol'TI U!)On 

ua fr)OQ hle prancing steed: and the four c orne r • of the 

square 1n which we are fl'&thl"rod a .. ~und a fa1ly llt Chrlat:11aa 

trel" are fi'Uarded by the flguree ? f intrepid leadere ln t~e 

Revolut1,.,nar:r War-- Von Steuben, th~t Geraan, loecluezko , 

the Pol~t, and LaFayette an\1 Rochambeau rro• thl" ehoroa or 

France. 

Thle 11 in keepln...: with thll un l ve r•eAl epl.r \t of the 



1 r an.. UIICVIIlt l.lttn.!"f 

Tb h h a t :o-"n•cr r r~n by tho 'lihlte 
t:ouse 1ten~~ · ._ bh • hortban4 
noto• to u- the., ch•t~• 
M c.l. ij,.i!.erl:; . :'II "c!!,•es W';)J".fl 
l&tet:]»r~o~C".l !y r'" • t "•·d:r 
p!'epu-14 re.a<l.HliJ I" I .• 
par.,.tbele a:-e wo~ ·• ><' • ~o CIJ~ted 
wben tbl •P" . 'l '-•• llle -·t. 4. ~b<1'"~ 
thl:r appear i::~ t•u: prl•lc·.a.l:r r-~-perei!. 
H a dlnr; copy te&t. 
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guardlnnt out or the paat and trom tar ahOM18 are, I auppoee , 

as dlverae ln blood and orlgtn aa are the uncounted m1111ona 

throughout the land t o who11 theae words go out t onight. But 

a round the Manger or the Babe or Bethlehea~ •a11 natlona and 

klndredt and tongues• flnd unl ty. Fo r thf' aplrl t of ChrlatMa 

knowa no r ace, no c r eed, no clime, no llmltat l~n or tlr:~e or 

apace . 

~he aplrlt of Chrlat=aa breathe& an eternal me•aage 

of peace and good wlll to all aen. We oauu thf'refor e on this 

Holy Night and laylnf down thtt burdens and the CIU'M of' life a nd 

caatl~ aelde the anxletl e• or the com!llon d&J , r e Joice that 

n l no t e,.n hundred yea!'& ago , her a l ded by Angelt , there ca!lle 

lnt:. the world One •hose meta&f"e ••• o f peace, 111ho @"ave t o 

all mankind a ne w eo..andaent of love. In that auaage of 

love and or poa.ce we rind the true 11ea.nlng or Chr1St~~ae. 

And eo I greet you with the greet1.nr or the An•·e la 

on that rt.ra t Chrietn~&e a.t Bethle hem which, reaounding through 

centurlea , a till ringa out wlth 1 te ete rnal mnuage: •o1ory 

ta God ln the h1gheat, and on earth peace, ~oo~ wlll to men. • 
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n. 111P1 u rauuc 12 tllt ~lrU ot o\llu eara, too, ~l'004• 

O'fC' U.. ,.,.,, a.I.:-K 1ac'=-m loo~ ...... ...,.oa,. f.- llh P'&D<:I!IIi: a~Md ; 
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\'t IIO.UOI ol.q, ... JOIOI \110>1 Dl-~ ~ ,....1'1 .,_, Joao&14..S \17 .b,p.}a 
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