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INl"'RUAL EX'!'DIPORANEOUS R!lWUC'S OF 'l'HE PRESIDE~'!~ 
'fO THE FISH ADVIIJOJ\r OOMKI'l"'''EZ 
ON !HZ OCCASIOX OF 'I'HEIR VIS IT 

'1'0 '!'HE WHITE HOUSE EX&CU'l'IVE OFFICES 
January 13, 1936, 12.25 P.U. 

(The Chal :ro.an or the Flab Adviaory COIIll:llttae 
expl ained to the Preaident that the Comm1 t
t ee had gathered rroa all over the Un1 t ed 
Statea to dhcuaa a ida to flahemen and com
e~erce, th$t they were &leo interested ln 
lsglslatlcn Which would help the tlehlng in

dustry. ) 

I think we have t o go a great deal fUrther than 

we have gene ln thle lnduati"J· Spealtlng about enccureg-

i ng flahe:ro.en, I euppose you know that the firat bounty 

given by the Federal Government in 1 789 -• when Congreaa 

paned a bill g1Ylng t1tty dollara t o e very nahenun who 

proved that he had t1ahed fltty days during the year. 

That applied tor a great aany yeara. 

It is all Vt>rY wel l to educate peopl e on the 

Yalue or eating rlllh. But there la something 11ora l a -

portant, and that 11 to get the nah into COIIllunltlee 

whi ch haven't go t them. I talked to the Secretary or 

Co11111erce about that alx or eight monthe ago. In the 

whole, blg t erritory betwee n the Alleghenlea and the 

R.ocklee they haven't got any real quantity or rlah to 
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eat. There are all lt1nde or mechanical dlft1cult1ee in the 

wa;r, lt 1& true. Up in the •ountalna they have a VOI"'f t'ew 

trout. But we haTe not been able to get salt water t l ah 

into the mi ddle part o! the country. lhen I talked with 

the Secretary ot' Co~eree uveral months ago he raised one 

point . He aald that under the Supreme Court dec1a1on you 

cannot use ret'rlserator cars which originate out in the 

!.Iiddle West , you cannot put a return cargo or t'lah into 

them to be carried out into the l!lddle i7eat. 'l'hat seems 

to be a legislative or conatl tut1onal dlftlcul ty wl th dllch 

I 40 not tam1llar. I t seeme to me that there arc great 

thlnge which can be ~one in getting fish i n to that a r ea 

bAck or the Cout where the people are not getting tiah at 

the present tlae. People will buy t'hh U thc1 can get 1 t. 

(The Preelden t was t hen tol d thnt the Coe~mittee 
had been atudyi ng tieh !roll the standpoint or 
its food value tor aome time; that it waa the 
one rood Which did not ha•~e its value adulter
a t ed in eome way before belns retalled; that 
it was one or the rew f'ooch 'Which retained 1 ts 
essential values tor giving physical and men
tal alertneu . I t waa tllao pointed out that 
t1sh, o.s a food , had Clany medical valuee tor 
the treatlnent or certain dieeasee . ) 

!'hat 1a right . 'il'e wlll have to s:et the tisb into 

the interior. In the old daya , in upstate New York, there 
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was qulte a lot ot r1ah delivered, partleularl;y 1n Albany, 

Syracuse and Rochester. '!'hey are not getting much nab ln 

those COIIIIUn1t1es no•. Why that 11, I do not know, but lt 

ls not there. 

('!'he Preeldent then asked ror a copy ot the blll 
whloh the Co:~o'lllttee was eeoklng to put through 
Congreu.) 
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