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INFORMAL R!lUJUtS OP THE PRESIDENT 
ON THE OCCASI ON OP HIS PIFTY-POUR'l'H 

BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY 

January 30, 1936 

Tonight, on my fifty-fourth anniver sary, I 

u very happy because Colonel Doherty, Carl Byoir and 

Keith Morg an tell 111e that their r eports indicate that 

thi s year ' s celebr ation, in the interest or continued 

efforts against Infantile Paralysis , '1"111 exceed our 

fondest hopes ot success . Tonia:ht in every state and 

i n every outlyina territory of our Nation many millions 

of peopl e are enJoyina theasebea at all. kinds ot local 

parties. They have resolutely aligned the11selves to carry 

on the tight against Infantile Pe.ralys!s until this dr ead 

and costly d!aease !a br ought under (!etinite and final 

control. 

Ten )•ear s aso it .,,as made possible t or me , with 

the support or •any personal friends, to start the wor k 

of the Ware Spri~q~:s Poundotl on in Georgia and I dedicated 

i t to one sole purpose -- to apply itselt' to the task and 

to keep ever1Ut1D81Y on the job, not by itsell' alone but 

"lth the cooper ation of the Doctors, the Orthopedic Hos­

pitals and those thousands or ! ndividWlla on whose shoulders 

t"lla the brunt of carin& t or seTeral hundr~ thousands ot 

the afflicted. 
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Ho slnsle agency, whether lt be the Doctor, 

the hospital or the research laboratory can cope in­

divld.ually with thls great probl .. -- we can do 1t only 

by Joining our efforts. 

Without your local eoaamittees the National 

Coa.ittee could not f unction. You tonight ll"ho are attend­

ins the.!le celebrations , and you who are in your h011es , 

have greatly helped to make a reality or what was once 

only a hope . In nearly seven thousand communities you are 

helping to produce concute reaul tl!l by making 1 t possible 

for large nw:~bera or those who sutter from physical luincU­

cap caused by Infantile Pf!ralysia to receive aid and asslat­

amce. The lives or these people, young and old, will be 

oodo easier . Through reh&b111ta tlon by far the greater part 

ot them rill becorae more •obile and will b.ke their places 

in acthe lite once again with their heads litted high and 

their courage unabated . 

I am confident that each local committee will 

work out, with the best medical advice, plana for the wise 

ada1niaterina: or the seventy per cent or the funds .. n.tch, 

as a result or this year' s Birthday parties, will reoain 1n 

your comn1un1ty for expendi ture. 

The thirty per cent of the !Wlds which you will 

send to the National Cow:littee will be used by the Fowu1ation 

to intensity the national part which it is playir,g in 

builcUng up the national tight. I take thia oppor tunity 
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to thank Yr . Jeremtah Vllbank, Dr. Paul de Kruit and the 

other •embers of the Research Co•1as1on, and all those 

who with them sre administering the research activities 

in connection with the work . 

With full confidence and faith in the succus 

we are already attaining , I r e-det'lcate the Foundt~tion 

to the task which lies ahead . 

I wish I could look into your faces tonight. 

You beve Clllde 11e very happy -- •ore happy than I can express 

in words . Tholl,lh I cannot be with you, I want each and 

ever y one or you to know and feel that I deeply end !Jincere­

ly appreciate all that you have done for the cnuae -- all 

ot the inepira.tion which you have applied to it. I am 

espeeie.lly grateful not only to the National Committee but 

to the l ocal chair•en of the local cOIMllttees who haYe 

worked so hard, and also to the Press, to the Radio, and 

to the Newsreels who have visuUiz.ed for the whole CoWJtry 

the need a nd the reasons for t his great nati onal campaign. 

To s-everal hundred thousand victlas of Infantile 

Paralysis I send very per sonal 4j:re&t1IJ8s , especially to the 

youngsters among them wholle lives lie &head or them . It 

is in their behalf that I thank you once •ore . 



TH!: G!:OROIA WARiol SPRIN GS 

rOUNDATION 

Hera' • the 'bttbJ al'ld here ' • hoQlftll it will • 
adopted e.l it CJmou fro..: tho cradle . 

Tnh haa beec read over tt:.t tlliOhQnl to Or. 
A. ora- lo!tteh•ll in C1ne1nn~~t1 aDCl t ' Dr . 
Ph:Uo Wilson in New Tork Cit,., who h a 
111ember ot the !ueuttve Coune1l ot the Ol"tho ­
pedle Advilot')' Coaaittee t o the J'ound:~.Uon . 

It ••tt with t b•lr un.anl.:=oua approval. 

.... .,~ 
~1n Lbr&uerlte LeHand 

Tho"'"'"'"" ~ 
looh!nctoo, D. c. ,/-/ (/ U. 
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tbolr~lrtbatltt~}'OIIOMO .. ro , 
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