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INFOfUI.j.L EX'l El!FOh. !lEOOS R~ R:<B OF THE PREl'IDErti 

'IO THE COK!.IIT'l EE REPRESE.'n'UG 'I HE 
"PE0PLl.. 1S liLND.'l'~ :0 E:CD f".".R11 

EX':CWIVE OFFICEr.S OF' 'HI?' !'"BITE HOUSE 
Jt.rch 1:"', 19:·6, ll:JO, .Y. 

(lhe Ch' 1r&:.n lntroducea. the members or t.he 
COIIC!ittee to the President t.nc expressed to 
the President the apprech.tion or the Com­
taittee tor his courtesy i n seeine thee:~ . Be 
c..lso expr essed the c..ppreci£ tioa of his or-
g .. ni..;:o..t.ion for ths wor.c bcine: uone by the 
Pre!lident in rromotin the Pl.n- J..merict.n Con-

~·~~;~:~.' ~ .. ~~i~n t~~r~~~!~~~h~r c~~t;;~) 

I rm -le.d. to !C.now t bo11t t.ht,t bec .. uae I v.- s 

•o!lderi~ het.her our o1rn country is ... s conscious of it 

cs other countries in Central End South .~ericr tihich 

2:re p:orticult.rly t.pprecbtive of it . 

('lhe ChtiriOo'ln of the Com:~ittee expressed to 
the President his thouc.:ht th&.t the entire 
country 'fl't.S conscivus of the ,-ood work beill3 
doae ;..nd ttu..t the)' further hoped tht.t the 
Dnited St tes ..-ould be Sf:"!pl thetic vith the 

ol1cy ~in.& sponsore<i. by their org"ni..ation 
1'ih1ch 1f' s to stop the construction of o.rmt.-
ments immed1~ tely c..nd. there~.-.rter go on with 
the ml-Chinery for pe~ ce , such t a dishri!IL.ment 
conferences, etc . ) 

I aa very, very syapt.thetlc, of course from 

£ person:..l point of viet. ulthough, or course, we t.llt< ys 

have to be t·rt.cticU. . 

Exr..JDples t.re illport.::.nt 1 nd th<. t is Y.tu .. t '"" "'re 

tryin, to do, to set < n exu11ple . 'Ihe di!fic•Jlty is to 
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a:et the exuJ:le .imown in _BYery ~rt or the world . About 

n. ye· r v.R"O I considered mak1116 a r: dio 11ppe"l to the 

r.eopl e of Europe . r ~ torturutel.y, talk French and 

Gerlllln, I td.ked it y-hen I wfs , a~ll boy, end I con­

ceived the ide.:. of ll short eddreu of perh1 p!'l fifteen 

minutes, firtJt in Ene:l1sh on t1 r{.dio worl~ hook-up nd 

then 1n French c..no. then in Ger mc.n . I could not cio it in 

!tali; n t.nd I cou.lo not oo it in Czecho or Runt~ n or 

other la~ua.;es, but those three y;ould hc..ve been fairly 

effective il.nd would ht.ve covered c great III.&:J¥ homes . 

T.'e even w~nt so r. r s to ~et the r· dio sta-

tions in Europe tht~-t hc.ve vecy, very nigh po1.er c:.nd co.Ud 

send t.ll over Europe. Then we discovered, we discovered 

wru:t President Vtilson discovered "her. he rattemvted to 

Lppe£.1 to the peoples over the he ds of their r..Uers, •• 

discovered th<:.t while in Ena:l nd they h:_ ve r· dios in & 

great merry homes, 1n Fr. nee they only ru ve on e per c~.tpita 

b~ sis bout one percent of t.he rt.dios we h. v got. . i:e 

discovered 1n It~<lY th~>.t. they hr.ve pr r.etically no rct11os 

in their homes ( nd we discovered the t in Ger~ey, while 

they m.ve r. a:ood mfny r; dios , they ct:.n only listen i n 

through a sina:le st; tion twenty-rive lliles from the• o.nd 

could not get o;.ny reception trom hi6h- ro,.ered s t ations. 

Thtt is by Government decree . 
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So1 "e .. re up < O'-inst th t i roblem - •• c~ u.aot 

get inforM· ti·H'I to most of the ~eople . 

I c;...n ·he you ... a:oo10 ex• mpl e: scutebody here 

went o•er there in t.he l1 te S\llla'1er of 19J.( . She •ent to 

str;.y with u Professor in Cerlk-•.Y nci :she foULld the Pro­

fessor ' s house, the r.hol e t or story, beilli.> rebuilt . She 

s'tted ~hether he "' a puttln_ on n &dtiit i on. 1 story &.nd 

he st i d , "llo, we .re tt.IC1n& ovlnt. e of the Feuhrer t s 

m .• gnificent offer . t.e 1':on' t h veto p;...y t;..:ua thi s ye. r 

i f Ht " .c:e the to.t story of our hous•,s fireproor , nd 

"roof against bo:tbs nd. .. lso rut bO!ll.t l'roo! in the 

cell! r . " dhe Sl.id , "\.h._ t for? It. is hundrA-.s of miles 

rror1 the French frontier ." 

He srid, "lhe Feuhrer h .:s s;..id th: t every house 

IIUSt be ue bo:nb root gtin.st irplrnes, th t they ltre 

doill6 it in Fr. nee. 1 nd they sre doin.:, i t in Ent~l:..nd , 

too . " '!hen the Gcr~.l lrofe3sor ~.ent on to sty, "FUrther­

':lore, y; re tolu, :111 the in!ora;. tion tie ~ve is correct, 

thL t in the Uni t.e(!. St tea, 1.1 every se~J:ort city, the 

Gov er:unont is m<..tti no hoces fl~me proof n6 bomb proof . " 

Of couru tru.t i s not truo but the Ger Cl8n 

peopl e bel1ne it. 

Of course, t he chief thin.- we ~re up ;;.gt.i nst , 

u yooJ. 1c:nov; , 1s t he probleiD or the l i ving up to jilL t he 



- 4 -

ritten co::~p. ct, in other rorda the tre .. ties . Tlu...t 1s 

the thing 1re have to conee:'ltr"'te on more tru n ~\)'thing 

else. This has to be ott the recoru, o! course . Suppo~e 

some n. tion comes to us r na a·<s us to nLke t. tre"ty. 

Row wtu.t is the use of m.:>ki n" e tre. ty 1f they bree:t it 

t.:;,!!torrow 1! they find it co,tven.ient to <lo so. :lot~, tlu:t 

h the stt.te of the l'Orld in the Fur £,...at t nd in Huro~e 

tod~y . 'lhe result ill th:..t &11 •;a c. n dot., -... orl( with the 

people •-ho respect their t.t•ttte.\ • orci . 

Hor.ever, I 111 not orr ted bout. our toreisn 

urr,irs, not the le at bit . s-t. present, t.ll •• c n do is 

.show by ex• mple . 

On the t.r~1ment question, it 1s perfectly 

staple th1J1l . "'• 'IIOr :ea to?' rd d.ts. rm...l:!.ent nnd ti'ley sold, 

"' e t1.ill not 1 rm unll!ss the other tellO'I' a: ..cas it neces-

s ry for us to do so." 

r.e re r. y behind . 'lhe f rmy h- s only ei,!ht hun­

dred pl nes , Eru:la.ld.. W.s twenty-five hundred, Fro. nee four 

thousand. , Gerat n::J is wor.c:ing Ufl to five thou.sand nd. Russi& 

h s six thousL.nd . 

(ijomebody in the &uaiertce .. s.ced1 "Do you t.hia..< 
Europe feels it r.ould be to to their interest 
to att ac.< w?") 

'ihi t 13 " problM we ho. ve to thinil: about . J.re 11e 

going to stand for Eu.rop8{;..:l n: tlons c.:~rulng in nd c.tttck1nt 
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inciependent countries on this he•i.sphere in order to get 

r uw m. teri1ls . v:e c; MOt perm.it th; t . 1':e h ve h. d one 

hUfldred ye. rs or opinion 0:1 thl't . 

In South .~-aericc, tor ex !ll~le, there h;. s been 

in the pnst twenty-five yefrS t.re~e'ldou.s increase in 

the de!llocr; tic tore ot government . They 1 re h1 vin" lln 

election in P&nuw. . T''fl'enty or tJ:enty- rtve years go ttuct 

election would h.: ve bee.1 decided in JUlltl •eeti.t,: in 

the city of Pf.ln;.,mn . We .tnow thr t ~ Tod:.y , 11h: t h-ppen.s? 

You hrve four call(!ic!.:otes in Pcn·m that re stw:pil'lt:, the 

country . Isn't th1t gr· nd? 'Ihey .. re go!:~.~ befor e the 

electors of PLll<"'lmtl uno t.re stUJ.ipil'•c .. the cou."'ltry, showillf: 

themselves . You ca.nt10t guuranty the :dnu or election 

yoa h6V8 hPre but, on the '~;'hole , it rtll be n expressi on 

of popul. r choice, nd they re coing b~c;c to the de~:~o­

crntic ide-1 of Centr6.l 1..nd South Americc. . It. h•:; bet n 

t. g r and advr.nce. Thr.t 1.! why, if the v.orle 1s to con­

t1.1Ue in the democr· tlc form of t;OVern:~~e!lt , we h, ve to 

encour-•c• del!llocrLC)' . 

On co~_st defense , I h,.d " very deliahtful cht t 

the other d&y with c. •entlem n .-ho cG.Ce in c nd u id Uu:.t 

perh<- ps •• ou.;ht to 50 bac:.t to the i de-. of co. st defenses. 

I told hill! a story . 'the story i s well wort.h while end 

well worth reme:nberi n& beet-use it shows type or thi:U<it!i · 
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I n 1873 w< .;ot iato the Spanish t' r . Th t 

Yr s in Jpr1l . #lbout th~ first of tky, there tppe. red 

in ti.ll our p~ pers , under s:re.:.t , bit. het;alines , , story 

from the French side ot Sz;t.i n to the effect thr..t neo a 

h: d come from Spc.in th• t OP< nish cruisers h: a left. &p .in 

to bom.br..rd the • .;~~eric. rt co st, thtt t.here were four 

cr11sers . They 1.ere the cruisers which were t fteM'.trd s 

destroyed Lt the Bt.ttle of s, ntit.,o . .3ut the story WAS 

thr t they hr.d st< rted for the Amer1c. n co< st , 

rell, the SecrC't ry of the Ht-vy " :s •~ 1te<1 uyon 

by the Con.:;reuion. 1 delet tion fro. the st-te of ine. 

'Ihey s id, 11Here is this o18p;;.tch nd it meo1i..1oas Port -

1 nd , W1 1'1e as the point ot t.tt c·-~: . Lnd h~re is 11 of 

t:"l.e .1!'118r1c n n;_ vy t:orn !a the ·est Inoies. Yo•.l h. ve to 

give us so~e iro,tchas . • So Secret r;; Lon... a 1d, "I 

~ ven'~ ot <.ny 1roncl£-ds. They re down 'rounc. C<.1bt. . " 

•7:ell ," they s; 1d, •rou mu.st ;.rotect Portl1no;., 

lt. 1ne t nd ;:.:11 the good peoyle or Port.hnd, U: 1ne . Y.e 

:::l"..l.St h·ve 1ro11Cl;ds in Portlt.o"ld , U.:ine . " J..nd Secret1.ry 

Lon& s .. id, "I thintt I Tiill :o b.t.c.tc: to my office rnd see 

rh[t I c'n do. n 

So, he C~<lled up the Phil, del rJhi, n<:vy ycrd 

where there were " nwnber of Ci vil Y;t.r merch-nteers .u.ce 

ot iron, o-ch ono c crryi ng t1io , f i !teen i nch guns t hc t 

wo..U.d throw L e:reut , r ound b<..ll -lmost a Dli le . However 1 



- 7 -

they were lrotlcl ~s . Be h: them pulled orr t.hl!' Qtu: fll<t 

bnd re-lnted ll <ld then he h.:cd th• \llle-o. by a. tu.& :.1;p to 

the ZDOuth of the hllrbor of Portl. nn ux. c.nchored the• 

thel·e , Everybody r.: s perfectly f•ssured .nd h f'\PY ... nd the 

men, wo!len t-nd chllC.ren 1fho h;...d been dr<.wln.:~ their ~ail: 

de •oslts lind going u.p country went baci( to Portl. nd . 

Did the Sp. nish w .. rshlps ever come? 

THE PRWU£!11' : If they h<..o. co:ne , they YiOald h:..ve 

enchored little 110re th, n a •lle fro~ the ironclads and 

would h.ve shelled Port.'~nd, ''nl,le. But there r.s the 

popul tlon, perfectly s. tisfied because the ironcbds were 

snchored at the mouth or the hc.rbor. 

l,feobers of the Coam~ittee th~;;n S~'O.d:e to the 
President on beh~ lf of the ·roup in the 
Ortc.nizLtlon representeu by them. They 
:;-ointed out thnt li. borln.:; people in the 
Bethlehem - <\d u . S . Steel pl• nt r.ere mem­
bers of their Orge.nlzation, lso 11eople 
i n the ship- buildi ng pli.nt . •· me!ltber rop­
resent1n.:: the Churches spoi<:e t.t soce lent;th . 
The President t gc i n poi nted out the neces­
"lity ot "r:"or.cin,; tow~ rd Hvin.:; up to ~gree­
mcuts . 0.'18 me::aber, ~ho s i d she represented 
sb.~o;r ~o~ooua' nd business ~ond profess1o • 
women, pointed out "the ec:onoll'lic loss oc:c:-.­
stoned by "the construction of arms, to hich 
the Presi den"t replied:) 

'Ihey h£ve to be paid tor in the lont:. run. !.loll& 

th.l;.t ltne, probcbl.y most or the Europet.n n. tiona todly 

•oulc. be in serious trouble, eCOHOilico.lly, 1! i"t were not 
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for the fL>Ct. t.h<-t they .. re 8'11ployed on armc menta . There 

is no one Wlemployed 1n It~>ly , they • re 1o the aun.1t.1ons 

r ctortea . 'I here is oc ooo Wl911Ployeli in Gero;. v , they 

Lre ~11 wor.c.1~ on li'Lr orders . ~e!lt~.U-lly , or course, 

t hey •ill h. • • to P<-Y· 

(Tht> Ch1 1rmr.n of the Coo:nittee t1gr i n thT ruced the 
President nd the Com:~~1ttee left the President • a 
office . ) 
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