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run, proppe4 1,11) 1.11 a great bK, uiBhtcowo Ul4 1111tr.toap, tbouah 

1 t wu ,.., u. aoo11 bolu , lay tllat aphUJ.d old. -..., wbo lla4 
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Wlld.trat.uuUJ14 ll.Hpl7 tb&t our tlru1Ut, 0111" n.U••· o1&r' 
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h'arl•' .... .,, • •t •ball ..... ., 11\art~r· • h 
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ADDRESS OF 1'HE PRESIDINl' 
SA~ JJ~CII!rO, TE:Xl!S (BKM:LEGROlTND) 

J une 11, 1936 

Governor Allred Mr Mnyor Mr Jones sQd 

you good oeorle of Tex: s who hnve come here t oday: 

I tm grateful to you for the SYI!!pethf o.nd 

dnceritv i n your welcome to me in comi ng bnck t o Texi.s: 

There ~re (but) ~ fe\\· spot s i n the Uni ted 

Stc..tes which ho~...ve witnessed events equal i n sigail"ic;..nce 

t o that which took pbce c.t Su• J acinto c.. centurv ago. 

Here (a century t~go) w:.s a great front i er of 

(our) the civilhation of J..cericf . On the twenty- first 

day or April , 1336, General Houston 1..nd the s:nc.l l body 

of less thtln eiGht hundred men under his COIII1lli.nd held in 

hro:e •e~ sure in their k:eepill6 the future of our country 

as it is constituted today. 

The p4triots whose maoories .,., lra honoril'll 

(todl!y) were victori ous in~ the s~me spirit that fired 

the Colonists of 1776. I like to think of Gener.:.l 

Houston sending Deaf Smi th b~c" to destroy Vince ' s bridge, 

over "f:"hich he h~d broucht his er1111, so that neither rein

.rorcements nor retreat ~ere n possibility . 

Most of these men who tour;ht in thi s bat tle hRd 

come across the ille&hanies or fro. the settlements of 

Kentuc<cy and Ten..Iessee and Missouri into that vast v i rgin 

territory over which our now f r iend1y neighbors , south of 
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the Rio Grande, then held sway. And I thin'< it is worthY 

of note thrt in front of me rre six fl:.ss . Six fl, g.s th. t 

flew over thh Rround on which we strnd the !leo.1r- de-l1s 

of Frl'lnce the fla g of Spr!n. the fl~tg of nexico the 

flc.d of the Repqbl1c of Texl s the St 1 r s rod B_ rs nd r t 

11 st the Stt t!J , nd Stripes . (Applause) The s pirit of 

independence lived in (the) 1h1! a ir . Veterc.ns of Concord 

~:~.nd Lexington, of s.__r~tog.£. t-ad ot Yor.rt.own ~ still 

(llved) !ll.1!.J. t~ CM't.lJ'Y tso; the ac ,u1s1t1on of the 

Lo.11s1aiW territory t.nd the second war for Independence 

r.ere events. ot ~ recent history; rond , be it not for 

gotten, the people of Mexico themselves had won their 

independence frOUI Spain but f ifteen· yettrs before . 

Venturous spirits "ere 'l'illing to meet the 

d!f!iculties l!nd the dRngers tho.t cv.me to!th c r rryin.; the 

ctviltzation of the Ecst into the further r.est . ( - - the 

1 nd of unli11ited pr a.ise} They •ere williog to compl y 

with all the conditions re .uired by the Mexican Government , 

(when it} when thrt Govern:!lent &1,.ve to Stephen F . Austin 

per•iasion to settle colonies i n TelUi.s and to gr1:nt to e .. ch 

settler e. tract of l and. . 

(They} But the settlers re:Jelled, however , •hen 

their civil liberties ·ure restricted, ,;hen tri&.l by J ury 

and. public education for their children were t a ..cen uwl'y; 

but they did this, I t:.a &lr;.d to ar.y , only atter a prolonged 
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effort on their pt.rt to have Kexico modify this decision 

h.:d failed . ~ (these) @!forts included the two 

convention.! 7 one in l.i3J2 c.nd one in 1833 , ~:~nd a nother trip 

by Stephen Austin to t he Kexican Capitol to pl et-d the 

c11uae of the Text.a colonists . (I am gl ad also that per

t1c1ptt1ng in these conventions 6.nd in these ple;...s were 

~exican.s living in this territory; the first coavention, 

indeed, B..ppointed Rn!.::.el )lnncholo. , a Yexic.E.n of Goliad, 

aa a deleg~.ote to ctrry its petitions to &ltillo . ) 

And so, when all else r~ tled , the Text:s Decla 

r ::..t ion or I ndependence, signed at fitshi!lgt.on- on- the- Br£..£os, 

IW.rch 2 , 1836, Wfs t.s !l'ttJr<--1 i.nd 1nevit2.ble 11 conse .uence 

as the ef·rlier Declart:t ion l t Philc.del phia on J uly 4 , 1776. 

(.Ap~huse) 

Such ction could mean nothing short of a resort 

to a rms 7 o.nd. t;he Fall of the Al~o (~nu the Jlaase.cre ct 

Qolit..d soon) followed . ~. those were discounging days 

for the Texans . The .Ar~:~y of I ndepeadenc e under General 

Houston could not im=~e<i.iat;ely en&•&• General St nta An.""W, 

with his superiority (in) 2l n.c:~bers end e;;,uipment . De ley 

and retre.e.t wer e necessary, (find) M Houston ' s suge.city 

i n bidi118 his time , notw1thste.nd1ng criticism und opo-osttton 

in his own camp7 (was) !.!!.!...! re\ourded ~t l c.st here e.t &n 

J acinto. The story of the conflict on th1a field has often 

been tol d . V.hen the dLy wr.s ended victory was ll over

whelming that a new TeX:lS had won. 
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The vcst territory first set up as the Lone 

Stt r (Republic) ~. ~ond litter e6mit ted to the Union 

Ul the Lone Sttr , first a republic l'nd thfn 1 stf>te, th' t 

~ htd contributed generously in its sons lnd in 

its resources to the development or (our) the Nation (in) 

ell through these hundred yecrs. S'-n J acinto opened 

1 not her gc..telouy for the v;estward sweep of the Ameri can 

people across the pl ains ._nd the mountains to the shores 

ot the P&c1tic. 

It is easy, therefor e , to sh&r e with you the 

pride which you take in St.n Jccinto -- to she re with you 

the tine thought of dedic&ting this field as one of the 

historic shrines of America . 

Yoq will urtt dth me th~.t we u to N&.tion 

desire no further expl:.a.sion. The ut<:blishaaent or Taus, 

made possible fl.t this spot by So..m Houston' s men, seems to 

bo.ve been Justified b:y the natur&.l coloclitation or (later) 

the succeeding ye.:.rs . But (thue) those heroes gcve u.s 

more th&.n territory -- they set an example which in itself 

is a glorious heritage, a Just cause for Strte und national 

COIIllleliiOrat ion. 

(It is) It has been lO great personal sut1afac t1on 

to me to come here and it 1s e apecial pler11ure !.Q..A! to 

meet (Mr . ) ~ l.ndrew J'lOCKSOn Houston. (Applause) 

V.'hat a (spleod.id) ~ coabim.tion of 

M•es ~I (Though) Although. Colonel Houston, you are 
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many~ many ye; rs my senior, ~ I lllll proud to know that 

aor f£ther .cnel!' your !Lther. I sh. 11 ttlways remellber, 

when I wr a a ~ boy, how !!I.Y !Lther used etten to tell 

• • that, when he wr. s a very youn& man, he was sent to 

'fl'ashin&ton by his 16.• office to es.r r y p&pers to SetlLtor 

Houston 2!, Texf IJ . (He) And my fc.ther told me how, on 

Lrr1v1na in W;; shington, he ns ushered into • hu.a:e, high

ceilinged room in one of (the Capitol •s) those old 

balconied hotels on Pennsylvania Avanue . There, 1n....1h1.! 

.8.U.tl ...... !.22!!h propped up in a gr eat bed, nightgown end. 

nightcap, .l!£1 thoUgh it we.s p.ust the noon hour , l oy that 

s plendid old man, tht.t ~ who lwd b een Governor of 

Tennessee, liberator or Taxes , President of the Republic , 

Governor or his str te of Tex~s t nd Senetor from his state . 

There he w:.s, hold i ng t levee, trflnsG.ct108 public ~>nd 

private business, Lnci prepc.ring for the s e uion of the 

Se rwte, 11'hich, in those d11ys, did not (eOIIIIIlence) ~ 

until (the) l ate J.n...lli ctternoon. His office &nd bts 

bo11e ( wts ) were in his hotel room. ~. it would 

seem that the aanners and custOllls or the Senators or the 

United St8tes , like other manners t<nd customs, hhve under-

gone e gr eet cha nge . An4 my aood friend . Morris Shtpoard, 

ngrees to that . (Lc.ughter nnd apple.use) 

This a nd the er stern pt:.rt of your grent StLte, 

through which I came this raor n1n&:, can truly be called 

the cradl e of Texlls liberty. I have been glad to revisit 
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your beautiful city or Houston. Typical of Americsn 

enterpri se, you hSve broU&ht the co.mer ce ot the world 

to your door by the ship canal through which I have 

r ecently passed. 

And, too, I hr.ve seen a glimpse or the future , 

tor I h t ve in my offi ce at the t.'hite House a. model ~ 

Jesse .Tones gnve me, ~ of t he beaut iful meMric.l 

!h!.1 you a r e to erect here r s an everlestin& r eminder 

of the br avery or S[_m Houston and. his men. (Applt..u.se) 

Wen foUght here for pri nciples they loved more 

de<-rly thhn thei r O'Ul lives. Liberty-loving peopl e will 

,;.lweys do bt.ttle for principles thrt they believe to be 

right . Civ111a:at1on, eb.s , htls not yet mtde it unneces

ser:r for men to d i e in b:.ttle to SU3ts1n principle, It 

is, however , my hope that in this gener l!tlon the United 

States, by its own example, can maintt i n and. help to 

uint~o.in princi;les by 111eans or p•a.ce r;...ther tlu.:.n by met:.ns 

ot war . (Appl&use} 

The pioneers , the pioneers of TtX(.,!! and the 

libert.tors or Ttx.cs , ~, loold.ng down on us today, 

I am certdn ~ say Amen to (that} the thought thnt 

we cr.n win by peace e.nd e limin:.te t he necessity of wor . 

(Prolonged appl a use) 



San Ja..ointo Speech 
JUJ.p 11, 1936 

Tbere are ~ few epote i n the United State• 

which ba•e w1 tneued nente equal in eigniticance to that 

which toot place~ at Ban Jac1nw . 

Here a oentu::ry ago wu a great frontier of our 

c i T1liza.t1on. On the twenty-fint d&y of ~r1l, 18Ui 1 

OenertJ. HoWJton and the email body of leu than eight 

hundred men Wlder bh oorcmand. held 1n large meuure ln 

their teep1118 the future of our oountrr u 1t i e oonet1 tute4 

today. 

The patriot• wboee memorlee we are honorlr~g 

today were Tl otorlo\1.1 i n the eame epirlt that fired the 

OOloniete of 1776. I 11te to think of Gener al Houeton een41118 

Deaf Saitb baot to deetr oy Vlnoe1 e brl 48e o•er whlob be b.a4 

brought hie a.r.y eo that neither reinforcement• nor retreat 

were a poul b11U:r. 

Meet of tbeee men ba4 come aorou the Allegban1ee 

or fro• the eettleaent:e of Eent uoky and Tenneeeee and K1eeour1 

into that Taet •irgin territory over wbioh our now fri endly 



nelghbore,aouth ot the Rio Grande, then held ewa;r. ftle epirlt ot 

iDdependence 11...-ed in 1ibe air. Vehrane ot Concord and Lexingt on, 

of Saratoga and. of Yorktown eUll u...-f;" the aoquieitlon of the 

" Louleiena. territory and the eeoond wa.r for Independence were 

e...-ente of reoen1i hhtory; and, be 1t not forgotten, the people 

ot Kedco theaaeh'ea had won their independence troa Bpaln but 

fifteen yea.re before. 

Venturous epirlte were w1111ng to meet the ditticul Uu 

end dangere that came wlth carrying the o1rtl1sa.t1on of the lut 

into tbe further Weet - the land ot unll.aited prom... They were 

willing to OOJIPlY ri th all the coDd1 Uona required by the Mexican 

GoYernment when 1t gave to Stephen r. Au&tln pen1u ion to eettle 

ooloniu tn Texu and t o grant to each eettler a tract of land. 

!bey rebelled, howner, wbeh 1iheir ohil llberuu 

were reetrloted, when trial by jury an4 publto education t or 

their ohUdren were taken aw&J; but they did tbie, I .. glad to 

eay, only alter a prolonged effort on their part t o h&ve Mexico 

•odttr thle decleion, had failed. Tbeae ettor1ie included two 

oonnnttone, one 1n 1833 and one 1n 18 33, and ano'tber trip 

by Stephen j),&I:Un to the Mexican C&p1 tol to plead the oauee ot 

"the Texu ooloniete. I am glad alec t hat participating 1n 

theee oon...-entiona and. in "theae pleu were Kexicane lh1ng 1n 

thh t.erri tory; the tlret oonYen'tion, indeed, appointed Raphael 



Kancbola , a Kexloan of Goliad, as a delega'te to cury ita petlUone 

to 8a1Ullo, 

J.n4 eo, when all elee fai led, the Texaa Deola.ratlon 

of Independence e igned a t laehington-oD-ihe-Bruoe, on Karch 3, 

1838, ,... as natural and inevitable a oonaequenoe u the earlier 

Declaration at Pblladelpllia on JulT 4, 1778. 

SUch aotion could .ean nothing ehort of a reeort to 

arae , and the fall of the .U&mo and the Kaeeaor e at Goliad, eoon 

followed. t'b.oae nre dieoouraging de.ye for the 'l'exane. The .Army 

of Independence under Gener al Houaton could not immediately 

engage General. Santa Anna w1 th hi e euperiori tr in numbere &Ad 

equi pment, Delay and retreat were necena.ry, and Hous t on'• 

ugaoltr i n biding his tl•e , nohithetanding orltioh• and 

oppoaltlon in hie 01111 cup, waa rewarded at lut her e at Ban 

Jacinto. The etory of the conflict on thle fhld ~ often been 

told. lhen the day 1fU ended 'f'lotory wu onnbelaing - !exaa 

bad won. 

'fbe vut t erritor}' flrat .. t up u the Lone Star 

Rejubl1o an4 l ater &da1 tted to the Uni on u the Lone Stp- State, 

b .. contributed generoudr in 1te eone and in 1 t e r eeov cee to 

"the development of our Nation in theee hundred reue, San 

JaoiDto opened. ano'ther gat ew&7 for 'the netwa.rd eweep of the 

Aaerican people aero .. "the plain.a and "the IDCWltaiu to "the eboree 

of the Paoiflo. 



... 
It h eur, therefore, to ebare wU.b you the pride wbloh 

you tate 111. Ban Jacinto -- to ahara with :rou the fine thought. 

of dedloatlng thle field aa one of the bhtorlo ehrlnea of M&erloa. 

We u a Bat1on deelre no furt~er upana1on. Tbe eahblhh

aent of Texu,aade poulble at thb apot by a- Bout~ton•e •en, 

aeema to hue been ju.t1f1ed b7 the natural oolonisdlon of later 

yeare. But theae heroea ga:ve ua more than terrltor:r - they aet 

an exaople which 1ta Ueelf 18 a glorlOUI heritage, a juet oauee 

for State and Rational commemoration. 

It la a great pereonal a&'thfactlon to me to oou hefe 

Ul4 1t 11111 a epeol&l pleuure to -eet Mr. Andrew J'aCltiiOn Bou..ton. 

What a eplend.ld oomblnatlon of nameal !hough you are 

.any, many yean ay eenlor, 1 am proud to know tha.t •r rather 

lmew your rather. I ab&ll alwaya r•ember when 1 wu a boy bow 
often 

my rather uaed to tell ae bow,when be waa a Tery young au, 

he wu aent to YaahlDStoD by bla b.w office to carr7 papers \o 

Senator Bou.ton. Be told ae how, on ar:rhlag ln Wuh1ng\on 1 

he wu uehe:red lnto a huge, h1gh-oe111nged :room ln one of the 

Capitol'• bal.oonied hotel• on PenneJlvenl& .Avenue. There, 

propped up ln a grea t bed, nightgown and night-cap, though 1t 

wae pae~ the noon hour, lay that epland14 old IliAD, who ha4 

been Governor of 'l'enneuee, llbe:rato:r of Texaa:, P:reS14ent of 

the Republlo, Governor of Texa• an4 Sene.tor from h1• State. 



there he n•, holding a. le·..ee, tranaaoting public and prhate budne•, 

and preparing tor the eeeeion of the sena.te, which, in tboae d&ye, 

did not ooamenoe until the lah afternoon. H.ie otf1oe &nd hie home 

•aa hie hotel rooc. It would aee• that the -.nners and 0\I.Sta.s 

of the Sena.tore of the United. Statu, lite other awmen and ouetoae, 

have Wl.dergone a gru:t chqe. 

!'hie an4 the eutern part of your great State, through 

•bioh I came thle .arning, can truly be cal.led the Cradle of Texas 

Liberty. I have been glad to reTieit your beautiful city of Houaton. 

Typical of Uerioan enterpriae, you haTe brought the oo-eroe of 

the world to your door by ne ahip canal. through which I han 

recently pueed. 

And, too, I han eeen a gllarpu of the future, for 

I hue in •Y office at the Wbi te Houae a 110del of tbe beautifUl 

Mea10ri&l you are to erect here aa an eTerluUng relliDder or the 

bravery of Sam HoUlton an4 h18 men. 

~en fought here for prinoiplee they loved. 110re 

dearly thaD their on line. Liberty-loY1Dg people rill al.waya 

do battle for pri nciples they bel1ne to be right. 01T111zaUon, 

tJ,ae, hae not yet ma4e 1t unneonaary tor men to die in battle 

to euetain principle. It h, bowenr, •r hope that in tble 

generation the United Statea, by ih own exa.ple, can aaintaiu 

and help to maintain prinoiplee by meane of peace rather than by 



ft,e pioneer• and. tbe libera\ora or Texu, loot1as: 

down on ue tod.&y • would, I - certain, ••1 Jlle.n to that. 



BAN JJ..OIRTO BPUOH 
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