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INFORli.U.. EXTD!PORANEOUS P.EW.RKS OF THE PRESIDENT 

AT THE LUNCHEON GIVEN IN HONOR OF '!'HE PRESIDE!~! .U1) HIS PARTY 

ADOLPHUS HOT'EL, DALLAS, TEXAS 

June 12, 1936 

It baa been a wonderful day. I always regret the 

fact tho. t I seec to be getting oft a tra1n and getting on a 

train, not having time t o stay and visit, aa we used to say 

back home. The little, short gl.impea that I got todny ot 

the Expoai tion thrilled Cle o.nd I wiah I oould have aeen all 

ot the bu1ldings and, incidentally, the !Udway as well. 

(Applause) 

I spoke this morning about getting to know the 

people. I got that idea !rca another Pres ident o! the 

United State s away back about the rear 1905. A young lady 

that I waa engaged to, alao a mc::lber ot the tam1ly, and I 

were stopping ln the Whl te Houae, and the then President 

Roosevelt , thia was after supper, was vleibly perturbed 

and 1rAS s tamping up and down in front ot the !!replace ln 

the Oval Room upsta1re. The various me:nbers o! the tamlly 

did not know what waa the aatter with T. R. and finally 

aocebody said, 1 What la the trouble tonight? 1 •oh, • he 

aaid, •you know that bill tor the oreatlon ot a large num-

ber ot national parke? I u not going t o be able to get 
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lt through thle ee811l on because there are a lot of people 

up there that cannot think beyond the border• ot their own 

etatee. • And then he clenched hle fla t and eald, 'Some

tlmu I wleh I could be Presi dent and Congreaa too. • 

(Laughter) 

Well, I eupt~oU 1! the truth were told, he h not 

the only Prea1dent that hAd that idea. (Laughter) 

And eomebod7 8&14, 1 Jhat would you do lt you could 

be Prealdent and Congreu too tor Juet a few mlnutee?1 He 

aaJ.d, ' I would pees a law or a Conatltutlonal Amendment• -

and!. R. wae &l.waya a Uttle blt vague about the dltterence 

between lawa and Consti tutlonal revlalona (laughter) -- 11 

would pau something aaklng lt obllgatory tor evet7 11ember 

ot the House, candidate tor the House, candidate ror the 

Senate , 1 Hatton (Su.onere) and llorrle (Sheppard), you rellcm

ber this, 1 to t1le a oertlflcate before they can be elected. 

cert1t'y1ng that they had vlelted in every State or the Union.• 

(Applauae) And he said, 1 That eaae thing 1hould applf to 

every high public oft'1c1al in Waahington. • 

Well, the more I eo~e to 1tudy governoent, •tate 

govern=aent for a good II&RJ yeara and natlona1 government 

tor a good many yeara, the eounder I think that general 
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theory 1e . Perhaps not Just that kind o! practlee of lt. 

But when I think back, even to the days 'flhen I was a boy, 

one or the rl.rat things that I can rnettber wae the nek

llu or the period, the headllnel or the papers telling 

about t.~e opening of the Cherokee Strip ln Oklahoma. I 

can remember the first time that I crossed the Continent. 

And when I ue today the enor:noua changes that have taken 

place ln my l1fetlce -- and I u not an octogenarian yet -

I am Mazed by the tact that this country , in 1 ts expan-

d on, has aoqulred a greater unitY with eveey pa11alng year. 

When people from the South1Te&t CM8 East thirty or torty 

years ago they were regarded aa sort of strange people. 

Ther cUd not talk the same language. i'helr proble11a were 

different. And yet today, tlB you and I well know, you can 

go into any olty, North, East, South or Weat, and you .-111 

nnd the sue kind or people with largely the same kind or 

problems in their lives and in their bueineuee . 

For a countr:r or thie si:te, three thousand aile• 

one way and nearly two thousand the other, the tact or our 

unity 1a one ot the things t."tat uu.es toreignere more than 

any other thing. or oouree, in Washington, I eee a great 

many people who oooe there trorn Europe. 'l'hey are men in 
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public life, newspaper e41tore, eoonomleta, buelneea men, 

and eo forth, and the tlrat question that I always put to 

them 111 , 'How long have :you been here?• And they will ea:r, 

perhaps, 'A. week. 1 

'Where have you been?' 'New York City. • 

1 Whero are you going?' •aack home again. 1 

And then I say, 11 8\ll)poae you are going to write 

a book about America when you get back. 1 (Laughter) 

Lack of l ntoi"!!Iatlon about the United Statu on 

the part ot our Euro"Oean trlenda le one ot the moat am.at.

lng things 1n the hletocy or the present world . I don• t 

suppose 1 t 111 any exaggeration to eay that ln the small 

towns ln the United States, eepeclall;r alnoe the 1'orl4 

War and t he custom t hat the papers have fallen into or 

prlntins a great deal ot torelgn news , that th~ average 

f.merloan cltlten, not only ln the big places but ln the 

small places, knowa more about world affaire and ia more 

intere•ted in world affaire than the people in the big 

to1me and amnll towne or any other nat i on i n the world. 

We haTe beooc.e not only Ma t1on-a1nded, but we hav e beoo:r~e 

world-a i nded. 'fhat 1• one rea•on Why we are tryi ng to 

work •o hard 1n the eau•e o f peace. 
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I 8.!11 , ot course, and a great oany people are wor

ried about the dangers that beset the world. 'fhlnge are 

not going as well in the European Continent and in the 

Aalatlc Continent aa they are golns ln the A::aerlcan Hcl

aphere. That hal been the reason why I have tried to keep 

the feet or thh country on the ground, hoping that by our 

example, our example or unity, our ex.o.mple or world unael-

t1ehneu, our ex&mple or tl')'lng to build up trade between 

all the nations, that that exar;tple might hAve aooe errect 

on the rolt of the world that la thlnklng too ouch ot ama-

menta and war. And tho response in this country has been 

magnltlcent. 

Aa I have said, •• seeD. to understand very well 

what the probleaa or the world arc. We have , perhaps, a 

kind or ayapathJ' tor their problema. We want to help them 

all that we can, but they have understood in these latter 

years very well that that help h going to be confined to 

moral help and that we are not goLng to get tangled up with 

theLr tt"Oublea Ln the daye to COllie . ( Applause) 

You gentle:nen who are runnLng thLe wonderful Ex

po•L t1on here in Dallaa are performing a real service tor 

the whole eountry in helping the country get to know their 
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country. I congratulate you on a r eal accompll•hment. 

A• I aald before , I wish I had time to atay 

here and vldt with you tor a good oany daJ'• to come. 

'!'hank you Tery much . 



At the luncheon given i n h onor of the 

Pruiden t and hh party -

AdolJttus Hotel, Dallaa , June 12, 19.S6, 

STAT[ rJr tiTS Fl LE 

Sh l .1 n,l" 
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