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REW.ARXS OF THE PRE!IDEN'!' 

Ho(lgenville, Ken tuolty 
J une 14, 19;)6 

I have vial ted the cab1n 1n wh1ch Abrahu Lincoln 

waa born. I have come here individuallY, aa one ot unr an-

lions or Amer1cane whose lives have been influenced tor the 

good by Abraham Lincoln. 

I live, temporar1ly, in the same house and the same 

roaas onoe occupied by h1:n. The very window rrom which he 

ga:r.ed ln the dark days la the same. 

But this cabin la even more personal than the acenta 

or hi a ottlclal lite; tor here waa born and lived the child. 

Here la the promise, l ater to be eo splendidly tulr1lled. 

I have taken from th11 cabin a renewed CO"It'idence 

that the aplr1 t ot America 18 not dead, tl"_.t t~en and means will 

be round to explore and conquer the proble11e or a new tlae wl th 

no leas humanity and no lees fortitude than hls . 

Here we can renew our pledge or r1dellt1 to the ratth 

whio!"' Lincoln held in the common man - - the tal th so atmpl)' ex-

pressed when he aatd: 

• Aa I would not be a slave, eo I would not be 

a -ater. This expresses my idea or Democracy. 

Whatever dltt'era from thla, "o the extent or the 

difference, ia no democracy. 1 



rr~or.tlin c. .. •• Library 

Tbh l• • t:ro.t'l•erlr! =•e bJ tha nt• 
Roura 'ter'l,t::::a• ·· '·7:1 J,•• •ao:rtt.M 
note• token e• t:" •peech • u 
Dotada. t.:r.·· • .,. • •ord• 
<!Xt"JIO:"•·:~ " ''7 I t\ ' ., he p r fiiYlOUil' 

prep.!rel!. :reo< n rn•d• ln 
piU'er'llb.t•U r:.;-e ..,._ .orr :~:- tt~d 

""" tbe 1pe11ch "· • 6 .•cr d, tttou,.b 
tbCJ epoear !:--. t "1 raYlOlW17 p,.epared 

l'CIIILn& COJ'Y tcYL 



A 
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I have v1aitod the cabin in which Abraham Lincoln 

was born. 'iO each oC na thl a cabin ~ lt8 Own 

I persorwlly d not but think ae I stood bet'Ol'e 

this ahr1 or the great. memori a l that a~n the 

N•r-
PotOIII&e . I~t thh cabin 111 even 1:10re 

Ju-..•tJ+•, ( Hv. II• ., , , .'
1 

• .p I . )"r", 1 / 
.ROble and"-~N-tou.o~mrr"£h.!n1""-trit.~ ttec~o here ) 

,... '"ft.~ ..._ 
was born and lived the chlld. Hero 1a the sromlse~ I 

i•, . ' ,~(!,j;/1., -f, /t.il.; ' -' 
~~6-tlllfti.m~t: atter t he event, not 

'T ' 
... o dl.U'lcult to coaprehend. I have taken tran this 

~tit' 
cabin a r enewed confidence thet t he ,....,....... ap lrl tA a 

not dead, that men and m.,.na •111 be round to uplore 
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and conquer the problema of a new time with no less 

~A.:, 

forti tude and no lea a sel!'-rel1anco.t t t:\e 

po•teae who f1ratl euuy acrose the m talna, tr1 th 

their agone, their go~a, their ram lies and th 1r 

hop • 

Here we can renew our pleciae of f idelity to tho 

faith which Lincoln held in the conrw.n man - - the faith 

sai d : 

"Aa I would not be a a lave, 10 I would not be 
a maater. Th1.:= expreuea a::J ideo or Democracy. 
"hatever di!'fara rrom thla, to the extent or the 
ditterence le no de1:Xloracy. " 
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STA IE ME NTS Fl LE 
Shocth n1 ry Kannee 

1 he n vtdted. the cabin tn Whleh Abrallelll Lincoln"' b c;ll"n. 

I ha'l'l 0- hlrl 1n:1tv1dud l J, •• 0111 ot •n:J a1Ulona ot 

"-r>leane -.o .. Unt lw.ve tt.en intluhctd. ror the lood. by 

Abrlb.all Lincoln. 

I Un, t .. por.rll:r, 1n tbl .. M boule N'ld t~ .... ro-.. 

onoe oeoupt..S 1:17 111111. !tie very rind- t'~ which ~ pud 1n 

tM dar k da71 ta tM .. ,... 

hla otttelel l11'e ; tor here .. , born en4 UY..S the child . Here 

11 the pz<oalu, l&ter to be to apllf1d.tdlJfUlt1lh4. 

I hlove tf.ken from thh e.bin 1 renew«\ Clonrtder.ee that the 

eph•lt ot AMrica 11 not <:led., thO.t "''n end aeene will be f'ound 

to txplor. end. conquer tn. probl•• ot • new u .. wU:h no hu 

tru.nlt7l!'ldno h .. tortltudethenhh. 

Here •• can renew our p ltd,!;e ot tlddlty to the tdth which 

L1noolr. Mold. 1n the co_,r. •n - - tM hlth eo eh•plJ eJtpr .. aed 

'AI Iwouldr»tbel dave, 80 I would. not 

be tauter . Thla u:preuee-:rl4•• otn-oe:!'•c:r. 

Whattv.r dif't'era tr,. thta, to the exunt or th• 

dltroranc:a, la no dftiOorAc7. • 
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I have vhlted the cabin in which Abraham Lincoln 

was born. I have como here 1ndlv1dually, aa one ot 

lllllny mlll l ona of Americana whose llvea have been in-

tluonced tor: the good by Abrahbl Lincoln, 

I live, temporar1ly, 1n tho ae.mo houao and tho 

~l 
aame roana ~ occupied. by hlJI , 'l'he very window from 

•hleh he gazed in the dark days J$ the aamo. 'fr But 

thie cebln is even more personal than the aoenoa or hla 

ottlclal Ute; tor here waa born and lived. the child, 

Here h the promtae, later to be ao aplendl dly tul~ 

t l llecl. 

I have taken from thia cabi n a renewed oontldence 



that the apirit ot Alluu•ica 1s not dead, that men and 

maana will be found to explore and conquer the problem8 

~ ~·;~i kt,~~ 
or • new t1llle with no leu and no leu ~ 

~ethan hia. 

Here we can renew our pledse or f1dellt7 to ete 

f a ith which Lincoln held in the coiiiDlln ma.n -- the t&lth 

so ablplJ expreued ltJ:x)d:a when he aaid : 

"Aa I would not be a slave, ao I would not b e 
a master. This expres ses ftfT idea of DemooracJ. 
Whatever 41ffer a tram thia, to th& extent cl the 
dltfer enco. 1a no denocrac,. . " 
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