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INFORUAL mEKPORA!'IEOCJS RFJU.RKS OF THE PRESIDEN'I' 
TO THE K!KDE.!·S OF THE KIWANIS HfiERN.t.1IONAL 

IN FRONX OF THE S011l'H PORTI CO OF THE fiHITE BOUSE 
Wednesday, June 24, 1936, 12: 30 P. l.l . 

As a fellow member , 1 am very hnppy to greet 

you h ere. (.Applause) 

I think you know of lilY fr:ir1y 101\i usocic.tion 

'rith the Kiwanis a nd I think you know :J.lso of my very 

specic.l i nter est in one of the au..ny fine th1ll8S the 

Uy;&.nts is doing t..nd tht t rell::tes to lookina: a ttar t he 

crippled children. (i.pplt.use) 1 .s:now of the practical 

results of this 1'ior~~: J.n • gr e"t mt.ny communit ies . I 

t hiM \;e all recognize that there t-re a .ood ae.ny fields, 

a _ ~ood me.ny problems in our modern life where it iS in 

every wry best for the country thut the pri.J:D4ry ~nd pre­

limin.s.ry responsibili t i es should r est upon the civil i ._n 

organizations a nd not wholly on Government . (Appla use) 

Thl t is u it shoulC. be. It &.pplies, thtt 

principle to Jo • gre .. t •any thillo!1S ttu;.t w. luve to cope 

with in these d~.-.ys . J< s we a l l ..tnow, there has been Ln 

.e.c!vance in science ~nd en .adv.ance in i=ublic understanding 

of E. srent many thin&:S the.t , in the old dz.ys , •ere t~o.ken 

tor grant ed . .1> couple of genero.t i ons li..go there were H 

gret.t .. D.Y evils that nobody bothered their het.ds nbout 

.o.nd in this 'II"Ork the oore that ct.n b e done b- the citizens 

of et ch collll!lunity, the bt!tter it iS . Thc.t i s why I am 

very proud of whL.t Kiwanis Inte r nLt i onal hl s a cc0111pl1ahed 
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read Ins OOfJ t cr.t. 
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in these years . 

I t i s through organi:.ation.s 11ke Kiwanis 

the.t we e r e 11ble to spread through the co11111unities -­

not 111erel y throut~h our own meaber.ship but to all of 

our friends ... nd neighbors - whr.t mljlht be c.:.lled n 

bette r education among the masses or the people - a 

bette r under sto.ndin:I of the problem. It is the old 

idea or sitting t.round e t able e nd t.nl.ki ng tt over . 

One of my jobs in 17· sht ngton i ll to sit c.round 

a t1ble ~nd tt::.lk it over . I do i t every dny tlu.t I a.m 

here and they tre t.:;.Ucs tlkt touch prtctt celly every 

phase of our nation£"1 Ute. One ot the other things 

t hat we seem to hcv e t.Ccompli shed in these more recent 

yea rs is the spre;._d ot the understt.nding tht.t the coun­

try is one big country and tha t the h aodl1ng of probleas 

i n one loce.lity uffects the handlin.:; of rroblems i n all 

other loc&lities and co:lllll.unities . In other 1rords , the 

force of example i s of tremendous i m.portE:.nce t.nd effect 

in a &reat continent such LS ours . 

You r·rob<-blY het..r;.o t he t e rm, '~~Good ~eighbor. '~~ 

i !e see11 to hl ve established it f;.irly •ell i n our r eh­

t.ions with ell of the Gove1·nments of North, Centrnl 1 nc1 

South ...:aericb . f,h:J. t I ho;.e i s t hat. we rlll extend the 

eoctritla of the t;ood neighbor to t 11 of the coll:mtlnitiea 

within our OT.:l bor aers. I n t~ct work Ki ll'anis has 

a ccomplished much. 
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I wish I could h.C.ve t.ttended t he vr.rioua 

meet ings or this comenti on. Some dRy-7 when I set 

through w1 th DY Job here , I hope you will let me 

come Jwt u a Delegate. (Jpplc.u.se) 

'l'e h ' ve Just one more Job <:.nd th t is tor 

ttll or you to turn your bt.cka to me and a:et photo­

graphed . (Photograph taken) 

Good luck. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

b:t~rM.oat recark• b7 the Pr••l d•nt 

lZ:JO P'..l, •Knu4a.,y, J'u.:Mi 24, 19U b•fore tM 

ill front of tbe Soutb Portico . 
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