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INFORMAL EXTEMPORANEOUS REMARKS OP THE PRESI DE!Il 
TO 'lHB SlOC~ CJT.I. LEUEN CONFBRRIHG IN W.ASHING'l'ON 

nTH RESPECl' TO GRAZI Hr ADMINISTRJ.1' I ON 
July 8 , 1936, 12 Noon 

I t i s good to see you all c.nd I wiSh I 

could attend the confer ences you ur e h.:.ving because 

I haYe been tre:~~end:ously interest ed in the problflll 

of public l a nds, not only on the fore stry end. but 

especially in the stll.te of Ne,. York itselt on the 

g razing end. I rwt into it on Ill¥ othe r r~ r m down in 

Georgia where we h._ve a good de£.1 of thLt pr oble.o.. 

I am a•tully gl a.d thz.t this cooperL tive .m•e­

ment i s going so well because it seems to me, under 

this Te.ylor Act, one of the euentia l s is to ht ve coop­

era tion !rom the people r.ho use the public lt~nd . 

Duri ng the pnst two or t hree ye£rs we have 

m..de g re~:.t progress t.long tru.t line c.nd we hl v e certo. i nly 

learned a great deal in the past few yeilr s r.bout the use 

$1nd c a r e of l end. 'l'l'e hrve hhd some pretty horrible 

exnmpl u during our lifetime of the caisu.se ot hnd t.nd 

peopl e who l ive on the l and t r e beco:aina; more t.nd taorc 

conscious of the misuse to ,;hich the l a nd twa been put . 

We ore learning each yeu.r t-bout the better use of l a nd . 

Twenty-five or thirty years LBO v ery feT peopl e under­

st ood , tor i nst c nce, wh.&.t ov er-sr~r.zing re6lly met-nt . T.e 

h uYe come to understa nd it better. Y'e don't knOti' cbout 



J r enkHn D. Roo .. •el\ Ll'brart 

'nih 1• 1 tnn.eript rr.~e bf t h• fbl.tl 
Rou.e et.enor.t~""~· f• , hit • h"":"thll'l4 
note• t den c; the •r(t<-en •a. 
aede. tlnferll ll'l•.e• .. erde 
1111 \IJ;])Ol"O::I'O".'I: · ~ tO , 3 p t'f' t"I0\1.11 

prcptlrll1 ~~''' ·: n-.. 11.. tcr.;o tn 
pt~.rentbonl- r'!"II•O- "•'"' reo11Hted 
•h" !!. the If. ·, ~-•• (lc,:v .. re6, tbol~ 
tbey ar;pcar 1:1 U:~ prevlouly p:-epan4 

readir>~ copy te.l.t. 
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1 t rull:r . Nor do " know what the tlna1 aolut1o n or 

the problell o t drought l e going to be. We do know that 

in a great uny parte or the oountrr the water table, aa 

we call lt, l a dropping down prett:r aerloualy and that 

1 n a good many area a the too eurtaoe ot the land le 

blowing a ny. 

We aleo know of a good -.n:r area. that used to 

be ln tree a are no longer l n tree a . We haven't got the 

tlnal answer and 1 t l a up to all or you good peopl e to 

help ua to rind the rlnal ana-er. A lot ot the work l a 

etlll experimental and that l a why the lnt er eet or the 

local people 11 of ouch great l 11portanoe. 

We are bu;rlng under t h l a ne• Act , I think, alxty 

mi llion acres acre to be added to the orlgln.a.l acreage 

under the Taylor Act a nd •e are get ting a national policy 

ln regard to it which .. eru to be working out pretty .. n . 

I all awtullJ keen about the work you are dot.ns . 

A• I said, I wleh I ooul4 go to your own oonterences and 

dt ln wlth JOU because, llke eTerybo47 else, I have a good 

deal to l earn , 

It le good t o eee you. 
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