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SPEECH OF 'l'HZ PRJ:SIDD't A'f 'l'HE '1'Rl80ROOGH BRIDGE DEDICATION 

NE'I Y(IU:, SATURDAY, JULl' 11, 193&, 12 MOON 

JOU were boJ• and girl• the greater part or wbat are now the 

Borough• of tbe Bronx an4 Queens were oulU Yated u tara lan4. 

than 
Not wch aore one hundred fOal'S ago, •1 own. groat-gran41'ather 

owned a ran~ in H&rl• o1ou to the K&nha.ttan approaoh to this 

bridge. 

In the ol4er 4&1• there wae no nee4 tor a great 

structure connecting Long bland an4 Kanh&ttan and the aainland; 

and nen 1f a ••at population bad n .. ded it, bwun inganuit7 and 

engineering skill could not hue built it. 

S011e of us wbo are charged with the reeponsib1lit1ee 

ot so•ern~~ent pauee troa tl.ao to U.ae to aek oureel•es whether 

buaan neede and buaan innntlon are going to change •• greatlJ 

in the generations to ooae ae t.beJ hn•e in the generation that 

has paned. I t 1a not tllone that as t i ae goee by •• are 

eontront.a with new needs - - need• created b7 hitherto un4roued 
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or conditione -- U le aleo beoauae growth ln huaan knowledge 

labels now u neede 1141\J thing• wbloh 1n the olden dare we 414 

not think or ae nude. 

ror lnetanoe, no one u .. d to proteat agatnet the 

duaplng of eewage and garbage into our r1Yere and barbore. No 

one used to proteet that our aohoolhouua were ba4l:r ••nt1lated 

and badly llgb.ted. No one uud to protest beoau .. the~ were 

no pl.&rgrounda tor chlldren 11'1 crowded tenaaent areae. No one 

ueed to proteet agat.nat tlretrapa or taoton aaoke. 

In thoee 4Aye goYerruunt wae not lntereeted ln 

belp1ng to proTide bathing beaohel and ew~lng poole and 

recreational areas; nor bad t!lou who toll conoelYed t.!l.e thought 

that the:r were entitled to at least one 4a7 ot reet ln ae·nn 

and an annUAl Yaoat1on. 

There are a taw a110ng ue who etlll, ooneoloudy 

or unoon1o1ouel:r, 11Ye 1n a a tate of conetant prot eat againet 

the da1l:r prooeuee or aeet1ng .odern nuda . Uoet: or ue are 

willing to reoognlu change and to g l n 1t reasonable and 

constant help. 
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GoYernaent u .. lt, whether lt be that or a oltJ or that 

of a eoYerelgn etate or \bat of 1.he union or etatee, 111.1et, lf 

lt l e to IUrYh·e, recognize change and gl•e to new neede reaeonable 

and oonetant help. OOYern.aent 1he11' cannot cloee tte •1•• to 

the pollution of watere, to the erodon of eoll, to the daehlng 

of toreeh, aJ\1 .ore thAn lt can olo .. 1te ere• to the neK for 

elu.a clearance and eoboole -.M. brldgee. OoYel"!WWent lt .. lf le, 

ot neoeeattr, .ore complex beoau .. all 11le le -ore COJIPlex. !'be 

uohlnery of goYem.ent and the ooet of goYem:aent under Wa.:ror 

Seth Low in 1001 would not eerYe the eannt1al n .. de of the 

people of the ol tr ln the da,Je of Karor LADuardia in l~M. People 

require and people a re de•nding up-to-date gonrnaent in place 

of antiquated govertu~ent, Juet ae theJ are requiring and de~:~andlns 

Trll>Orousb brldgee in the place of ancient terri ... 

This Trlborough Bridge was neither in ih oonoept1on 

nor in ita bu1ldifl8 a uiter of pu.rel:r local concern. MaUon. 

etate and o1t:r, eaoh 1n 1ta own war, hae contributed to the 

g i gantic undertak1Jl8. It wUl .. r,. the people 1n all tbe 

borough• or thle largeet of o1t1ee; it wUl urn the people or 



_.._ 

Long lel&nd, of up-State New Yorlt and our neighbor• of Oonneot1cut 

and Hew Jerur: and U w111 UM'e the hundreda of thousand• of 

tho .. living in al.l the other et&tu and in foreign countrlee, who 

T1a1t New York on utters of bualneu and of pleaeure. 

J.t a tae of great ~n eutferlr.g the oonatruetlon or 

this bridge wu undertaken amone the Tery flrat or the tene of 

thoueanda of proJect. laWlcbed bJ eta tea and cou.nt1ea and 

cun1olpal1t1u aM financed 1n pArt with Federal tunde. 

You, Oove:rnor Lehllan, and rou, M&7or LelGua.rcua, are 

pereonallr tu111ar •1 tb thh great arraJ' of public blpro.,~mente. 

You know of the other tunnele and brldgee, of the eewage diepoeal 

progr&~:~a , of the achoolhouaeand hoap1ta1 conat:ruot1on, of the 

adcU none and repair• to public bu1lcHnga and publ1o enterprleu 

of eYerJ tlnd. Beoauae or JOUr deep peraonal lntereet ln al.l 

ot thlt work, JOU baTe •1eual1r.e~ ita p:rogreu 1n eYery part or 

the nation. I am grateful to both or JOU tor the cooperation 

JOU ba:W'e g1Yen ae ae Prea1dent or the United Statu. 



And l ll.llll sratetul to )'ou, the worllere, ek1lle4 and 

unallllled, here at the a1te and thoae l n the •Ula and •hop• 

-111 IIllo• 41ete.nt, •1thout whoae etrong ar-a, w1111ns banda 

and clear beada there would be no oelebra.Uon here toda7. 

11!&1 the 'l'r1boroush Br14se, 1n the year• to eoae, 

juBtlt)' our effort a and our bopu by aervlng truly the o1t1, 

the state and the nation. 



J.DDRESS OF iHE PR&)IDUT 
ON T'BE OC\.i.SION OF lHE D!DICJ'.TION 

OP' 'UI£ TRIBOROUGB BRIDGE 
HEr YORK , N. Y. 
July 11, 1936 

Govunor Lah;E'n Mayor L;:.Gut.rdie. SecretcrY 

!Sleet . Co-1uioner Moses l~d1ts tnd rftntlrnn: 

W....ny or you who ore here todey, ~ 

~. can remeMber ( tht..t) when (you) !'.! were 

boys and girls the gr eater pert or 'Ahat e r e now the 

Borousbs of the Bronx t:.nd Queens were cultiv<.ted (<.s) 

term l and. A 11ttlt further b: ck but not auch mort th::.n 

(one) !. hundred years ago, my own great-e;r andJ'L ther o-.med 

a f arm in Harlem, rieht .!:.cross there (indicutine;) , close 

t o the Knnhattan approLch (to) 2.( this bridge. ~ 

cuite sure . Bob Mons th-:t he neyer dreamed o" the -· I n the older days there was no need tor t. 

(sreat) structure like this connectin.t: Long l!lo.Dd 1.nd 

M<.nhr.ttan t.nd the cu.inlc.nd; and even if L vast popul· t1on 

in those drts had needed it, hllSII.n intenuity t<nd engineer­

ina skill could not hr·ve built it . 

Some or us who s re chr r ged "Y•ith the respoll!li bil­

ities of goverraent pou.se fro. ti.ale to time to t siC our­

aelYes whether huau.n needs 'nd huaun iaventi on.s re going 

to chnnae r.a (Jnatly) ~ i n the sener .. ttona to c011e 

u they ru..ve ~ in the cenert.tion th.-t h. 1 pused. 



rrantlin D. Roo••••U Libr•ry 

111:1• h a \ r a; •cr tJ 1 ~I:• n1 \1 
11o~Ua ~t • .,~.. • abo:-than4 
notM t e. ~f••ch,... 

• .a. tl •• ,..,~ 

••t~· -r~~: ., t~:-"•tou.ly 
pr .. p ~ o! r ro!~ ln 
j)ftl'Ontl re 011.1.tted. 
11'btn th Q., thout:h 
tboJ .... p.u ... · . .;.." ~011C~WlJ p.rtopuli& 

~l..tiiGIOPJ'd.'· 
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It is not a.l.one thet 1:.11 time goes by 10e .. re confronted 

with nev< needs -- needs created by hitherto undreamed of 

conditions -- it 1a also bec-.use gro,-th in hlliiWn .~mow­

ledge bbela (now) thin-s u neeCa (aam-) ~. thin.:!l 

which in the olden dtys •• did not thiM o! '-II needs . 

For ( i nstance) ~. it was not so long r-ro 

tht t no one used to ~rot est o.g~:inst the dumpina of 

sewage and c~rbage into our rivers end hErbors. No one 

used to protest that our schoolhouses were b._dly ventil-

ated and b&.dly lighted. No one used to pr oteat becr..use 

there 1rera no plt.yjrounda tor children in crO'II'ded tenecent 

~:~re&s . No one used to protest agt<inst firetrt.pa (or) !.ll!! 

ft.ctory amo:.i:e . 

In those d~&ys govern=ant was not interested in 

helping to provide bt-thing beache&o (l.nd) swt..lng pools 

£end recreational ::.reas; nor he.d those who toil~ 

£ll! conceived the thought that they 'ere entitled to at 

lec.st one (dfY of) ~ rest in seven (and) ~ 

~ an annuo.l vncation. 

There ora a few among u11 , lucKily a (flw lucdly 

~, who still , consciously or unconsciously, live 

in a sh.te or constant protest asainst the daily processea 

ot meeting modern needs . Most or us , I em 811 d to S.!lY 0 

ure willing to recognize change urul to give it re-..sonable 

.nd const;.nt. help. (Appleuse) 
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Government itsel.t, whether it be th1.t or b. 

clt:r or that ot e SOYer eign st;.te or th10.t ot the union 

ot states, •ust, 1! it is .B..2.!Il8. to survive, recognize 

cht nge and giv e to new needs reasonable aM coastnnt 

help . Government itself cannot close its eyes to the 

pollution ot ntera, to the erotion ot son, to the 

slsahi ng or forests , any more than it can close its 

eyes to the need tor slum cletl.rance &nd schools end 

bridges. Govertllllent itsel f ia, or necessi ty 1 more 

complex because all 11!e ts •ore complex. The auch1nery 

ot goverDI!Ient ~o.nd the cost or covernment under , ill 

.!l£.!mll, Kayar Beth Low in 1901 would not serve the 

essential needs ot the people or the city ~ 

in the dEys or Mt.yor LaGuardia in 1936. IU., people 

r~uire end people are desandin&: up-to-dz;te government 

in place or anti.Ullted government , Just cs the:r a r e 

requiring and 4e.andi ng TriboroU&h bridges i n the place 

of Lncient terries . 

Thta (Triborou.gh) Bride• wrs neither in i ts 

conception nor in its building a.. utter of purely loc&l 

concern. Nation, state c.no. city, each in its own way , 

has contributed to the gigantic underhki na . An!! it 

will serve the people ~ in r.ll the boroughs ot 

thia largest or cities; it will serve ~ tbe ~·o~le ot 

Long Island, ot up-State Ne1 York and our ne1&hbors ot 
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Connect i cut and N ... Jersey; and. it •111 serve the hundreds 

or thous~nds or those 11v1n& in ell the other ah.tes Lnd 

in foreign countries, who vialt !ile: Yorlc on setters of 

business and (of) pleasure. And. so you see th~t the 

qpited Stiltes bra an intereat and. a stan in this brici.ge , 

At a time of great hut&4.n suffering the con­

struction ot (this) !h,t bridse waa undertL.ICen among the 

very first of the tens or thousands of t:roJeets l&unched 

by sh.tes t.nd counties and mun1cip.._l1t1es and financed 

in J)4-rt With Jl'ederul funds . 

You, GOYernor Lehman, and. you, Ka70r Lt.Guu·dit., 

are perso!1.8.ll)" tuilb.r with this gre-.t ~rrt.:y of public 

lm.prove::~ents . You .mow of the other tunnels end bridges, 

ot the serc:.;e diayos; 1 progr&.•s , of the schoolhouse ~;<nd 

hospital. con.struc:tion, of the ti.ddit.ions e.nd. re;;airs to 

public buildings aod. public enterprises of every .ldnd . 

Because of your deep personal interes t in ~o.ll of this 

work, you hr.ve viauo.lized its progress ia every ~rt of 

the a;..tion. I .. gr&teful to bot.h of you for the coop­

eration you h6.Te given •e as President of the United 

StLtea . (Applause) 

And I um grateful t o you, the workers , from 

the top. f r om the members of the coM~isslpp ttael r ~nd 

the endneers , a ll the wr.y down the ld!der I em grateful 

to rou. the workers , slotilled a nd uns.idlled, her• at the 
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111te and thou~ ln thfl n1lls and sh!Jfl& MAny 

cllea dlatftnt , •lthout 1'hoef! atr'n'~ Pl"ll&, w1111ng 

hands and olt-ar heeds thnre wo:.:l4 be no eelebr.ottle>n 

here torlay . 

l'ny the 'l'rlborl)ur;h Brldte, 1!'1 tho yenr1 to 

cor.~e , JuatU'y our efforts Rnd our ho!)eo by ( urvlnt ) 

truly~ the elty , the etn.te nnd the nation . 

{Prolon.j ed applause) 
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