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RDWUCS or THE PR£SIDElJ!' 
Bismarck, North Dakota 

Auguat 27, 1936 

Aa you know, I eame out here to ue thing• w1 th my 

own e:yPa. I felt that I oould l earn a lot •ore by coming out 

than by Just reading blueorinta and report a b.l.ck in Waahingtor. . 

What I have seen confinu me in the bel1e1 that I 

have hnd tor a long t111e -- tl':e belif'f tl-..at we &re golr.g to 

win on this problem. 

It really c.:~maa down to thre .. problema : Tho nrst 

i s the iuediate one or keeping peoole golns who have lost 

their crops and loat their livestock. ':'he second ia to keep 

them going over the Winter until next year when we hope we 

will have raore rain. 

The third problem relatee to the ruture - - not only 

the future or 1/orth Dakota but the future or a good many other 

statea. It relates t o working out a plan or cooperation with 

Nature instead or roil'1g along with what we hAve b ren doing in 

the paa t -- tr1ing to buolr. Nature. 

That means cooperation b e twee n all thl'l agencies in-

volved. '!'here are a lot or Federal a.genolea, there are state 

agencies and thflre are local agenciea, and our chlar problea 

now 1& to work out a plan thai all or theae different agenciea 
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can carry out, working lntelllgently ..-tth each other and not 

croaalng trlroa. 

It meal"'c: we ha•e got to ~ve th(' cooperation ot the 

people ln the ottleo ae well aa thr people on the fanu . It 

la Juat as much their problf'm a a 1 t la the proble111 of the 

farner• theaeelvea. Incldentally, ln an agricultural country, 

ther e would not be any oltlee 1! there wero not tanu. 

There ••• another reason tor ccelng out here and that 

waa to look at you oeople. Back £a at there have be .. ~ all klndt 

of r eports that out tn thfl drought area there wae ll despondency, 

a lack or hooe tor th• futo.are and a genf'rol atmoet:here or gloom. 

But I had a hunch, &1'14 lt wae the right one, that w~ron I got out 

here I WO'.Jl~ find that 101.1 people had your chine up: that you 

are not looking forward to the day whrn thh countey would be 

depopulated, but that you and your children expect to r emain 

h~l"f!. 

And that 1e what •e all want to .. ( -- the peonle ln 

ever] oart of the countr). We want to eee thle country remaln 

populated; we want to eee 1t attain a greater proeperLtJ. 

A few days ago I wae paulng thrOufh one of the 

great~at lnduatrlal center• tn the United Statea - - O.ry, In

diana -- where you paaa t hrough •11• after aUe of atul fac

tor1ea. I told them there •hat 18 per feotly true, that your 
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problem out heN h thfll1 r pro~lem back there, because the per

fectly obvious faot la that steel taotortu would not run at 

full capacity unless the agrlcultura.l states were ln a poal

tlon to buy tara 1:11pleiD!'In t a and other n rOI!uott or th,. steel 

allt.. 

I have learned a great deal tOd&.r and I u going to 

learn more tn the next rew days. I get a ploturo which reas

sures me as to the future or the eo-called Great Plains drought 

area -- r eassur ance of the fact that the Oovernc:~ent can and must 

and wlll go ahead -- not only the Federal Government but the 

State government and the local gov ernment -- go ahead With win

ning out through a system or careful long range planning. 

And ao I aslt for your cooperation through uny, aany 

years to come ln putttng that klnd or a prograa into effect. 

And ap-aln I say that you are not Hoked. 



tlSlU..nCI, Jl, D. , J.UOU~':' ;..'?, U::l6. 

I rat!' t~~~ r:~~ l:~r.0~t l~~r~;: ;;• o:,.=• o::thth~~ :" J~:• · 
rndlfl« bluarr tnt• •n1 r e!j)Ortl l .. ~k 11'1 hit> •nston . 

'lhtt 1 t.vo Roen oonttrn• "'" Jn rlle belief thllt I hive hid 
tor • lo~ U~:~o - - the bol:lef' that we •reuoln!J: to win .:.1. thh 
s:rot<ltlll . (/.pr.l•ullll) 

It rt1ll7 <10ues c1own to thre" rroble!U. Th tlret h th• 
lnn.O!ttt one or l:ee:>ir.g peo(•le co1ne who._.,, la.t th.,lr crepa 
.rod loat tho1r lt-· .. tock . The ncond 1 to l<e...,p th• (I01fl6 over 
the 'hntar •ll'.til ne::ct year •hen •~t hopo W'l will hi•• .,gr e rdn. 

!~r~~~·::·~tur•~t i~~ f,;;~~~-b:~~~:·~~:·s·:~~-:ot:~; 
other atatu . It.relat.ea to worlc~ou.t 1 rl•not cooreretion 
•1 th Kootur• ina~ .. d ot (;Olnt alor-4 wUh wt~tot • }'tevt been l!olns 
1r the r•at. - - trylfl& 10 buck , •. _ ... r •• 

That_,,. ~oor-rotl.on between 1111 tho •ctnche involvod . 
'rbtre art • lot of' P-.lerel ·~hi, tloere are u.au at:o:c~h• 
ar.'i the: a are local agcr.cioe an<> <>ur chi at p-O<.Jl .. now h to 
-ork out • pbn t..'l~t •ll ot t...elt ..1itferent •s•nc.iea can 
oor ry out , oworktn.r lntolltsontl,. .. lth oacl) othor u.d not c:oosllns 
wlrea . 

It""''"" • ., hn·e sot to hive the ooororo.tton of tho people 
r. tha oHUe a:~wtollu the roo.,le nn tho fu•.:l. It h juat 

u mHih t'l'lir proUteu u i t 11 tl•t troblrl or the tar111er1 them
aol\'u , Jr.oldentelly, in &1\ osrt~:ultural collntry, there "'ould 
not be any etu .. it th&re wcr& not f~l'l'll. (;.~pl~u. .. ) . 

~ere •• .r.othcr reeaon foJ' 11(*11'16 !1'.1~ h&re and th•t ••• to 
look fit :;"(l'l ~eople. (Ar(L.ou .. ) 81' -lo: Ell at th•re hav• b .. n all 
lcln.daotre·-orU thatO\lt 1ntheo1ro·.,.,.tllreu th•r•...,s• 
d .. por..d r.o7, a l"~o:k of l':o;>e t'er the t'\ltuJ'e l:.nd. • ,.._..,_&rol eta'la 
rt,.nots~. Wtlhlldahr.:roh , andttW'Ittharlt-ht on&, 

;~~:.. ·~; ~ l ~t ~!u h:~: :.O:o~~k~~ r:r:!Jo~ p:~l;.~!J~ 
!~~!~:c'~t~!w.~~~;: .d-·f:~~==~ ~t thu 1011 .11.d your et11ldror. 

I hll•o looJ'tled " l(r..,t d•lll todo>y enit l •• r,oln'' to laarr . 
.or· ;r. the ne"t C• d.."17s . I flllt a r1et~• w::lch rau ... rea -

a ·oth•tutu>'uOft."o:to-eallunOroatrt.elnldrou;;htoru-
,.Uia\ll'&r.o• or the t'5ot t:l'lnt t~ GGV•>rn.ent .,,'l and ... t 111'<1 •111 
o ehoRd •· not o• ly tha Ped<.or.:t.l Oo"'•rnMOr.t but the St.eto &o"'.r!\••·t l'r~\ t~ .• loool -overMUWlr.t - - ·o llh&6<1 ·lth vinn1nt out t.hroup. 

~ 117at- of ouotul lor.a rans• pl onr.tl\f: . 

And eo 1 nak for YOW' eooporation throu.,.h .. an7, -ny y .. n 
to tO<"• ln f'J t t1n? th<.t lclnd ot • rrorr.~• u.to •ftoot. 

And e~ln I •~Y V>"~t yov. re not Uelo:od. . C.l.rrhuu) .,. 
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