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INFORKAL EX:ri!'JIPORJJfEOUS REKARltS BY THE PRESIDE!ll" 
MOUNT RIJSHliORE iUl'IONJ.L IIEIIORIAL 

Augus t 30, 1936 

I think, my friends, that there are two people who 

told me about this in the early days -- one or t hem waa 

Kr. Borgllw and the other ns Senator Jorbeck. 

On many occAsions , whon a new project is presented 

to you on paper end then, later on, you see the accomplishment , 

you are disappoint ed, but it 1s just the opposite of thtlt in 

what we are looking at now . I had seen photographs , I had seen 

the d r awings and I had talked with those who are responsible 

Cor this grea t work:, a.nd yet I had had no conception until about 

t en minutes a&o, not only or its aagnitud.c, but or its rermanent 

beauty and or its penuanent importance. 

Mr. BorslUIII has well said tho.t this can be o monUIIIent 

and an inspiration tor the contin..uance ot the Democr atic-Republican 

for m of sovernraent, not only in our o•n beloved country, but, we 

hope, throughout the world. 

This is the second dedication. There will be others 

by other President s 1n o ther years . 't.'hen ·u get through, t here 

will be soaething tor the Mer1can people that will last. throU&:h 

not jus t genera tions but for t housands and thousands ot years, 

and I think t hat we cun perhaps meditate a little on those 

Americans t en thousand years from now, when the weatherinc on 

t he races of Washi ngton and J effer son and Lincoln shnll have 
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proceeded to perh11ps a depth of & tenth of an inch -- meditate 

and wonder •hat our descendants , e.nd I think they -.;111 still be 

here, trill thln.lt about u.s . 

Let us hope that at lout they will a:tve us the 

benefit or the doubt -- that they dll bel1t>ve we have honestly 

striven rvery day and generation to preserve !or our descendants 

a decent land to live in and a decent forQ of a:ovtrnment to 

operate under , 

I •• very gbd to h&ve co:ae here today lnt'or:Dally. 

It 1s right and pr oper th.t&t I :should hue come intor ully, because 

we do not want foraalltles where nature 1s concerned , 

Yihat we have done so fur exemplifies what I have been 

tallc.Lng abo.tt in the last few days -- cooperation ~lth natura 

and not fighting with nature. 

I uaa happy to congratulate nll of you not only on •hat 

we sea today but on tohat is going to happen Ln the future at 

llount RushMore. 
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I thlU, wrr M.-e, tbat tbere are \90 people IJbo told • 
about thla 1.a tbe ear}7 dqe - OM ot thea •• llr, liorclua &lid U. 
other wu Senat.or Kor Mck. ' 

On MnJ oce~~aion~ 1 'l'b.-n a new $lroJoot 11 pnaenkd to you on 
pe~r 6lld t.han, lat.r on, you ... tM acoo::~pliabaont, :rou are clihppointed, 
'wt it 11 Ju~t t.be OpPOiite of tbat :ln wbat •• IU'O l ookin& a t now. I bad 
Hen pbot.o;raphl, I bad enn tbl dr!IWi!Sil ILM I had t.a.l.kecl witJI th<IH wbo 
a.re l'IIIIPQn•ibb lor t.IUa p-e.t;.t .::ark, ~ ret I bad. bad 1110 ooac~tpUoa watil 
about t.-. .Uut.ee &t>01 not onl7 of hi a..pltud.e, bu.t of it. pe.-nent 
beautT and of it• ~t .bport.Mce. 

lr. boraJ.ua ba. woll a1d thtt \b.1 CIUI be a --.at Ibid aa. 
1nap1rat1on for tbe oontinuance ot t.!te De..!OcnUe-lepulllc.m fora of JOTun­
MI1t, aot on.l.y in our own bd.o..c! oouat.ry, tu.t, .. bo~, ~bout u-.. world . 

!hie 11 the Hoond ded1Ctit.1on . Tbln tll be ot.hera tv" otbtr Prelli­
dent e i n ot!ter JIG.rl , then we ~t t:oroU&}11 there will be .oqthin tor the 
A.oer1eu pc.ople tb.t rill lut tbrou.t,h not jut Jenerationa bJt for thouaand• 
aM t.holl.all.llde of 1krl1 l-nd. I t.hink t.btt "' C&:: pc-bape Mdit.te • Ut.Ue em tboee 
AMrie&DI t.l t~ JNU'I h'oa MW0 'll'bon t.bli -tberinJ 0.0. t,M f&c .. t4 
.... a-ncton end ~ettenon ead Liucoln aba.ll ba<q proCMCIAd to ~..rbapt, a depth ot 
'" wnth o! an loeb- ...Utate l.l:ld .:an4ar wbt.t 'Ul' deacillllldute, Md 1 th1.nt t.be7 
wUl aUll be ben, wlll t.2ti..llk atour. u.. . 

~ 

I.et. ua bope that at le .. t t.Oey will ch'e/U.. t.natit ot t.ba doubt­
t.h.at t.be7 wUl balleT& " -. ... boneaU 7 atri"'Wn eYeJ'7 da:J and ,cner at.1011 'CO 

pnaarn tor our d.aacaodanta a dac•t land to UTe 1n and a dacut !ol'll ot 
&OTarnaent to operata \I.Dd.ar. 

1 a Tary c4d. to hue OOM ht'ra to4aT i.nl'orullT. It. ia r1iht 
md proper t.bat 1 all uJ.d he.n COlla 1n1'ol'llllll7, becauaa " do .aot ..nt toruli tie a 
•hare utura ia ooaoan~td. 

lbrt .. bi.Ta <:lone eo tar •~•• wbd 1 haq bM:n t.l.kiJia &bout 
i.n to. lut. !c. da.T• - cooper t.loa Wi\.a a. tun l.l:ld QOt t14lt.1" with natazra. 

I .. bappr t.o coapa'Wlata all o! 1fN DOt onl.7 on what ..... toda:J t:ut. 
on wbat 1a pi~.c to hap-~n lo tbe tut.lU'a at llouDt hian.ora, 
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