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SPEECH OF THE P:I.ESIOE.IJ'l' 

HARVA.RD 'l'ERCE'n'E..'qARY CEL!BRA.'riON 

FRIDAY, Stp'l'EWSER 18 , 1936 

I aa here to(\&J' .1n a Joint and several oapaolty, 

Firet, ae the President or the United States. Seoond, ae 

Chai rman or the Unaed St.& tea H.&Mard ~ercentenar:r Co~:~~~~haion, 

whl oh le oompoaed or f i ve rne•~bere or the Senate, !lve mec=bert 

ot the House or Repreeentati•ee, a repreaentatlYa or the 

United Statal Army and one or the Navy, end two repreeentatlYU 

or the Unlvartitlee or the United St8taa, the dhtlngulahad 

Praddentl or the Unlverdtlaa or California and North 

Carolina . Finally , I aJD here as a ton or Harvard who gladly 

raturne to this apot where llltln have aoUght truth tor three 

hundred yeart . 

'lba roott or Harvard a re deep ln the pAat. It 1t 

pleaaent to remec=bar todfty that thh meeting 11 being held 

in puraUll.noa or an adJournment expraaaly taken one hundred 

yeara ago on DOtlon or Jo11ah Q.uinoy. 



-2-

At tJ-.&t tlce many of the Al.Ullltll or HaM"ar4 were 

sorely troubled concerni ng the etate of the nation . Andrew 

Jaokeon wae Preeldent. On the two hundred and f1! t1etb 

annlvereary of the founding of ~nard College, Alumni again 

were eordy troubled. Grover Cleveland was Prea14ent. How, 

on the three hundredth annlvereo.ry, I run President . 

In the worda or ::ur1pldu : 

•n:.are be JOaJ\Y ehapea of !Q3'atery . 

fa:t~~~e t~~'1!a~4 Mkea to be , 
And the end men looked for oooeth not , 
And a path h there where no IIIUI aought. 
So hath lt fallen here. • 

I n ap1te or fear a, Harva.rd and t he Nation or whloh 

1 t h a part have marched atu.41ly t o new and auooeut'ul 

aohleve~r~ente, ohftnglng their tor•tiona and their strategy 

to ~~~t~et new oondltione ; but me.rohl ng 11.lwaye under the old 

banner ot f r eedom. 

,/J- :.;~. (~~~~ In the,.. d&;(a or . , it ••• Inoreaae 

.Yather 11'ho toll! tho atudanh or HarYard that thay were 

•plodge4 to the word or no part1oula:r me.ster•, that the,-

should •above all t1nd a friend ln truth. • 
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That beclllllfl the creed of Ha.rYa.rd. Behind the tumult 

and the shoutlng lt h etlll tbe oreed of Harvard. 

In thh day of IDOdern wltoh-bw-nlng, when freedom 

ot thought hae been n:lled fro111 •"7 lands whloh were once 

i ta home, it 1e the part or Harvard and America t o stand for 

the freedom of the hWI6n a1n4 and to oe.rry the torch of tMath. 

'l'be truth 1111 (p'eat and will prevail. For oenturlu 

that grand old aaylng hae been a roolt of eupport tor pereeouted 

8\.lt lt depend• on men' e tolerance, aelt- reetralnt, 

end devotion to freedom, not only for t he!':leel·n• but alae 

for o ther s, whether tht truth wtll prev&.ll through free 

reeearoh, fr.e dltoueelon and the free lnteroouree of o1v111zed 

men, or will preva ll on.ly after euppreulon and eufferl ng --

when none oaree wheth11r lt prevalle or not. 

Lo·n of llbertr a:.nd freedoa of thotl{;ht 1a a .oat 

admirable attribute or Harvard. But l t 1e not an excluaive 

v poneul on or Harvard or or &n1 other Unlverdt1 l n A&erloa. 



Love ot libert,- and freedom of thought are aa profound in the 

hoaea, on the tar•• and ln the taotorlaa of thia country aa 

ln any Unlveraity . Libert,- la the alr Americana breathe. OUr 

Oovernaent 111 baud on t he bel!af that a paoph c:m be both 

atrone: and tree, that oiv111f.ed c:~en need no reetre.lnt but that 

l~~~:poled b7 themeelve1 againet abuse of freedoo. Neverthel eee, 

it 111 the peoul1ar taak. of Harvard and ever1 other University 

and Clollege in thia oountry to teeter and maintain not only 

treedoa w1tb1n its own walla but al.so tolerance, aelt-reetralnt, 

ta1r~deal1ng and devotion to t he truth throughout Amerloa. 

tr.any studenta who hAve 001111 to Harvard ln the 

paat have left it with inquiring and open m1n4a, ready t o 

render aervioa t o t he Nation. They have been glven such and 

tro• thea cruob haa been elQacted. They have rendered areat 

aervloe. 

It ia, I u confident, of the inn•r eaaenoe of 

Harvard that lta aone ba·n tully part1o1pated ln e11cb great 

dramt. of our Natlon1 a history . They have t~et the challenge 

ot t he event; they have aeen ln t he challenge opportunity to 
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t'ult1ll the end tht Unherdty u.ltte to serve. AI the Chief 

Executive of the Nation I bring you the sol1o1tatlon ot our 

peoi)le. In the name or the A.merloan Nation I •enturo to aak 

you to oherith itt tradltlont and to !ulflll ita hlghut 

opportun1 tlu. 

The Nation needa fro~ Harvard todAy men l1ke 

Chn!'lea 1'1111u tllot, WUlU.m Jaau, and Juatloe Holmu, who 

made their •1ndt norda 1n the urvlee of AJDerlcan freedoa. 

They urved Amtrloa with courage, whdom and 

human underttand1ng. They wert without hatred, lll&lloe or 

ael!lthnen. They were o1v1lhed sentlemen. 

'rhe put of Harvard hat been deeplJ dlttlngul:.hed, 

'l'h1e Un1vere1ty wlll never tall to produce ita due proportion 

of thou Judged auooeesful by the ooi!IIDOn atandard or. auooeu , 

ot euoh the world Me need. But to produce that ty;~e 111 not, 

I aa aure, the ultimate Juttlf1oat1or. that you would make tor 

Harvard. ~ther do we here eearch ror the ataoephere in whioh 

men are produced who have either the rare qualit y or vhion 
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or the abUlty to appreciate Ute algn1tloanoe or vlelon when 

lt appear&. Where there 1a vldon, there 11 tolerance; and 

where there ls tolerance, there la peace. And I bes you to 

think ot tolerance and peace not ae lndltterent and neutral 

virtue a but ae active and poaltlve prlnolplea. 

I &m not, you wlll observe, conoelvlng ot the 

Unl vereltJ ae a mere spectator or the great natlonal and 

1nterna t1onal drama ln which all ot ue, deeplte o\lraelvu , 

are involved. F.ere are to be trained not la•1era and doctors 

:neraly, not tea.ohera and budneumen merely; hare le to be 

trained ln the tull,ut un•• - man. 

Harvard should train aan to be o1t1r.ena ln that 

high Athenian 1en .. which compels a Mn to lin hh 11te 

unoeaalngly awa.re that lh o1vlo signltlos.noa la lt£ moat 

abl dlns, and that the rloh lnd1vldual f!lherdty of the truly 

clvlllted atate h born only of the wladom to ohooae 'IU~Y• 

to aohllve whloh do not hurt on e • a n•lghbora. 
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I am aBklng the sons or Harvard to dedicate them­

eelvea not only to the perpetuation, but &lao to the enlargezant 

ot tha t eplrlt. 'l'o pay ardent re'lerenoe to the past but to 

reoognlu no leu the direction or the future; to understand 

phlloaophlea we do not accept and bopee we flnd lt dlltloult 

to ahara; to account the aervloe or •nklnd the highest 

ambttlon a ~~~an can follow, •nd to know that there la no calling 

eo humble that lt cannot be 1nat1not with that aabltlon; never 

to be lndltt'erent to what l:lllJ' arteot our neighbors; al•aya u 

Coleridge aald, to put truth in the t1rst place· and not ln the 

uoond; th.eee I would alt'lrm are the qualltlu by wbloh the 

•r.all h d1stlz\8uhhed from the •nominal• eoholar. 

It 11 only when we hne atta ined th11 phUoaophy 

that we can 1 above all t'lnd a friend 1n truth, 1 'fhen .t.merloa 

11 dadloated to thAt end by the coll.'80n will or all her cltlz.ene, 

then Amerlca can acocmpllsh her hlgheet ldeale . To the :nea.eure 

that ~ard partlclpatee 1n that decUcatlon, HaMar4. will 

be Jl.letlfled ot her errort, her purpoee, a.nd her e1.1ooeea ln 

the to~.~rth century or her llte. 

£liD 



ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDEflr 

DELIVERED AT THE HARVARD TERC!.lflENARY CELEBRATION 

SPI:l'UBBR 18, 1936 

President Conant, dUt1Mulshed guests, nrt t'tllow a1U!!Ul1: 

I am hart today in a Joint and several capacity . 

!"irat, as the President or the United Statts. Second, as 

Chairoan or the United States Harvard Tercentenary Cou.1ssion, 

Which is composed ot' five members or the Senate, five members 

of the Rouse ot' Representatives, a represento.tiva ot' the 

United States Army and ont ot' the Navy, and t110 representa­

tives of tht Universities of the United States, the distin­

guished Presidents or the (Univeraities) ~ of 

Cel1torn1a and the University or North Cerolina. Pinally, I 

8!11 here as a aon ot Harvard who sladly returns to this spot 

whcrt men have sought truth tor three hundred years . 

(The) Qw:. roots (or Harvard) are deep in the past . ~ 

it 1a pleasant to remember today that thia meeting is being 

held in pursuance or an adjournment expressly taken one 

hundred years aso on motion ot Jotiah Quincy. 

At that time many ot the Alumni or Harvard Tt'ere sorely 

troubled concerning the state ot' tht Nation. Andrew Jackson 

was Prtsident . (J..pplause) On the two hundred and fiftieth 

anniversary or the founding of Harvard College, AlU!Ilni again 
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were sorely troubled. Grover Cleveland wae President , 

(Applause) How, on the three hundr edth anniversary, I 

aa President. (Lauahter, applause) 

To go back a littl~, in the words of Euripides: 

(Applause} 

"There be many shapes of mystery. 
And many things God. u.kes to be, 
Past hope or rear. 
And the and men looked for cometh not , 
And a path is there wher e no man SOU&ht. 
So hath it fallen here ." 

&J!1 in spite of fear s Harvard and the Hatton of which 

it 1a a part have marched s teadily to new and successful 

achievements, cha.ng1n& their formations and their strategy 

t o oeet new conditions; but marching always under the ol d 

banner of freedom . 

In t he olden daya of Hew EnglaDd, it was Increase Mather 

who told the student s of Harvard that they were 11 pl edr;ed to 

t he wor d of no particular master ", that they should "above 

all find a f r iend in tru.th. 11 

That became the creed or Harvard. Behind the tWII.u.lt 

and the shou.tin& i t iS st ill the creed or Harvard. 

In thls day c4 aodern witch-bu.rnil\8~ (laughter ) -.hen 

freedom ot thought has been exiled from uny lands •hich wer e 

once its ho••~ it i s t he part or Harvard and Amer ica to stand 

ror the rreedo. or the hW18I1 aind and to carry t he t orCh ot 

truth . 
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For centuries~ the grand old aarins , "The truth 1S 

sreat anc! wtl.l prrra113 • (For centuries that grand old 

sayina) has been a rock of support tor persecut ed men. 

But it depends on •en's tolerance, self-restr aint, 

and devot ion to rreedcm, not only tor the•aelve s but also 

tor others, whet her the truth will prevail through t ree 

research, tree discussion and the free 1ntercouru ot civ1ll%ed 

men, or will pr evail only arter suppression and su.tfering -­

When none cares •hether it prevails or not . 

Love or liberty llnd freedom or thoua:ht 1s a IIOSt adatrable 

attribute of Harvard. But 1t is not an exclus ive possession 

ot Harvard nor of an,y other University in America ~ 

JJ,.u.. (Applause) Love of liberty and freedom of thought 

are as profound in the homes , on the terms and in the fac­

tories of thiS country as in any D'n1Tersit:r . Liberty is the 

air that Ee Americans breathe. Our Government is based on 

the belie! that a people can be both str on& and tree, that 

civili zed men need no r eatr aint but that imposed by themselves 

a1ain.st abuse or !reedoc. Nevertheless, it is the peculiar 

taak or Harvard and 2[ every other University and College in 

t his country to roster and mai ntain not only freedom 11'1thin 

ita own walls but a.l.so toler ance, self-restraint , fair-dealing 

and devotion t o the truth throughout America . 

wa.ny student s who have come t o Harvard in the past have 

lett it with inquiring and open llinds, roady to r ender service 

t o the Nation. They have been given much and from them much 
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has been expected . They have r endered gr eat service. 

It i s , I aa confident, or the inner essence or HaM'ard 

that its sons haTe tully part1c1pt.ted in each great dr ama 

or our Nation' s history. They have met the challenge of 

t he event; they have seen in the chall&D88 opportunity t o 

fulfill the end the University exists to serve. .h the 

Chief Executive of the Nation I bring ~ you the solicita tion 

of our people . In the nuae of the American Nation I venture 

t o ask you to cherish its tradition& and to rul1'111 i t a 

h i ghest opportunit i es . 

(The Nation needs from Harverd today) We need in the 

dan to come u we needed in the past from Harvard men like 

Charles William Eliot, William James , and lfi.. Justice Holmes, 

who made their ll.inds Sllfords i n the service or American freedom . 

They sel"'led Al!lerica 'll'ith courage, 'll'isdo. and human under­

!ltanding. They wer e without hatred, malice or selfishness. 

They were civilized gentleaen. 

The past or Harvard has been deepl y distin&ui!hed . This 

University will never r an to produce its due proportion of 

those Judged successful by the coa~~on sta::.ndard or success . 

or such the •orld has tl.e~ . But t o produce that type is not , 

( I am sure,) the ultimate Justification that you would make 

tor Harvard. Rather do we here search tor the atmosphere 

in which men ar e produced who have either the rare ~uality 

of vision or the ability to appr eciate the ai s niticance of 

viaion •hen t t appears . libere there is vision, there 1! 
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tolerance; and where there is tolerance, there ia peace. 

And I beg you to think of tolerance and peace not as tn­

ditterent and neutral virtues but aa act1Y8 and positi•e 

principles. 

I am not , you wlll observe, conceiving of the Uni•ersity 

as a mere spectator of the great national and 1nternationa1 

drama in which all of us, despite ourselves, a re involved . 

Hare are to be trained not lawyers and doctors merely, not 

teachers and business 11en and sc1tnt1sts ••rely; here 1s to 

be trained in the fullest sense - man. 

Harvard should train men to be cithana in (thnt) !. 

hi&h Athenian sense which compels a man to live his life 

unceasingly aware that ita civic s1Jnif1cance is its most 

abidil\l, end that the rich 1ndiY1dual diversity ot the truly 

ctvilized state 1s born only of the wisdo.. to choose ways 

to achieve (which) ~do not hurt one• a neighbors . 

I am askin& the sons of Harvard to dedicate th .. selves 

not only to the perpetuation, but also to the enlarse111ent 

of that spirit. To pay ardent reverence to the past but to 

recoan1ze no leas the direction of the tuture; to understand 

philosophies we do not accept and hopes we find it dltticult 

to share; to accoWlt the service of ll&nkind the highest 

ub1t1on a man can follow, and to imow that there is no call­

in& so humble that it ca nnot be instinct with that ambition; 

never to be tndi!'ferent to what may affect our neighbors; 

alnya as Coleridge said, to put truth in the first place and 
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not in the second; these I would affirm are the qualities 

by which the 11r ea1" 1s distinguhhed from the 11nom1nal. 11 

scholar. 

I t is only when we have attained this philosophy 

that we can 11above all find a friend in truth. 11 When 

America 1s dedicated to that end by the c~on rill or all 

her citizens, then America can accomplish her highest ideals . 

To the measure that Harva rd participates in that dedication, 

Harvard will be Justified ot her ertort , her purpose, and 

her success in the fourth cent ury of her life. (Prolonged 

applause} 
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or t~OM Julli>ed oucuutul hr t bl - nu4tr 4 or ..uu ... 
l)t..,qlltMworl411.u..-, itll.ttoprooi\ICittbl'tt,..tt~t, 

.t:=--. the ul\I:Aeto Jultittc~tlon tllrt )011 -14 -~• rcr 
l!(o"~r4. R•Ulll' 4o .. 1\oN ....... 11 tor tbt Maoo,lll .. In wbl elr. 
M ft iHproGIIcOII..t.o!V"" ' u""'r tbortrequrltucr .. llt oa 
et\l,.,blUt)'l.O opp,.elrtt t iMIIIpltleeHtCf'OIIIOalllb.c• 
U rppotl"', ·~ro tlr.IN h '01•1..,, tlllr' h ""-•; 
ID4-.. t!ioo.Hhtolt .. uoaa ,ti;.- IO)'KIIo Aaollt.,.J(N 
to tlr.lell: ot tot~ ... =• ~Dill p.-n "'" n tD4ttt"l .. •t 1001 """tl"'l 
•In- ""' u M11•• ..... -ttl" ,.-!Niplll. 

1- lll>t , ,.,.. ·•W -rft, e-Oidlll of \11.0 \.'alftHI1J 
"o .. ,.. opeetuor or tM {.l'OIOt ..-ttc•l ftll t.au""tl-1 &....... 
la•tdldlotlll , ...,tt•-ln•, r"IJI.•ohell, a-eN 
""' t .. taM - u.,.. .. ...t 16octort ... l.r, ""' t...U•n rad ..... IM.__r ... ~~; lr.tN it to be t NIDIOI Ia tile tla.U .. t-. -· 



I 

''""""' ot.0<1ld t"'h ,_,.-'f'~ a\tiM,.. '" ~t ~ 
lt.I411J.U....I.,.Ht1M,.-,ICI!:e<r,.U"a ... toltqlt.hllte 
-•IUO"..lJ' .._ ... lbr~ IU chi• atr.lfi ... IIOa I• t•• •o~tt 
''14\IIC, 1114 Ur..ot t» rlelt.II'JIIIYI .. wlflftnli"Of tM tr.l,.v 
a hlli..O '""t' t• boN! OQb< or th -.ted«\ to olr.ooM _. 
toachiaY•l,.r""""'-llw'lo,..•aMl/1!borl . 

YI .,. •ai<IQII Uoa ..,..., ot ''~""I'll to ""'"~'' "'­
Nbaa not 0111.!' to t!:a ~rr•"aatlon , but o l .., to t~a .,.l&•S-"' 
ottllat•plrit . Tl>po.)'al"d..-.tr..,,,...,....,.u., putbutto 
f'I'OOCIIIM no len t•a dlrHUor> ot tl:a "''""I to lll'hr nencl 
pllllo..,pbl " """ llo ""' ocoapt ~lloll lt.o-" rtn~ I t flttleu.J.t 
tO .ti&N; to aOCOW>t t1>e IIUWI UOt•>V:IIId tha lt.tlil .. t 
ftiUOil a -on o~" fell.,., eM to 11:- e.n tilt,.. I• 110 oalll113 
eo lt.ll!t>la U..t It u=ot H IMUMt •Ull U...t .mtuon; .,..,,,. 

to.,.IMlfttN~tt tow!lu•:-.rr..,tou:r""t'""'"'';d""'"" 
Colarld(;a •14, to ;Nt tl'\ldo hr. e. rtrtt pb.et ed 1101111 U:.a 
-; \baa 1 "OO<Wii iON!'">"" C:.a ..-lhl• bJ <C'.Ioll U:e 
•,_t• h UUIIIII:'lloC:t4 ho, t!ooo --.tul" .eMIIAor 

n h Dl>l."-. ........ nt<~.~, .. w. ,.,uo~ 
u-.. t .. - "a'l>oYW .u fhd a tria.,. ' • tn~UI.~ !lloeto ..,.rte• 
t. deoiii~UM to U..:- tty tt• --· •IU ~ dl btr •tU~u, 

~• A."WriM •n n~l• M r 1114"Mt ~~""· 1b ._.,. ._.,.. 
Wt I'~ ,.nlcl~•t.M I• UIU -!HUN, ~ .... ,.,... •Ill 
"- J ... UtiM of Mr •ttort , b.,. purpo•, """ hr •I>K~M !fl. 
u,. t o..rtll-t"'Td:"-rllt•. 

I 
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It 111, I u conCid~nt., or th• inner ••aence of H&Mard that. ita eon• ba.q 

tully partieipat.ld ln -=. sr ... t. drGII. of (Jl1r nat.itm ' • hilt.o17 . 'ftl81 haft 

.. t. tbo ohal.letlj:e of the •vent.; they hue Been 1n t.he challens• opportunity to 

tw.n.u th• end t.be univeralt;r exiata t.o MrVe . Aa the ~ilt beClU.Uv• or Ute 

MaUon 1 bring you the felicit.IUon of wr people . In tho nue of the "-rican 

MaUon I vent.ur• to all: you to cherish 1ta t.radit.iona and to rultUl it.l hi&h-

11t. opport.uniUII. 

Do not l•t. u• eonel&l rros ounolvstl that. thh 11 a haa.ardoua ~nter-

prise; the .ead-.ic cellina: would not. bave YCI3 itl ple.ce in the t.radJ.UQII or 

wutern civilhaUon bad it bMn ot.herwiu. lt 11 al .. ya a Bt.r\ligle with t..'11 

unknown. Often 1t h an endOAYOr to bUild a t.rack t.brouth the desert. lohet.her 

1t be aed1cine or Ule Ln, wbet.her it bt IC(Jil.a.lca or tbiloaophy, t.'le ulu-te 

u.ia ia t.o r ivo :aen t.ha ceana of Datlt.ery ovor their live:~. It. ill hu.nrdoue , be­

CII:J.IWI 1t .., in\'Ol,.. aer.1Un7 or Gneient convenUona fro. 1ft.ieb 1n eaoh aee •• 

can free our30lvea onl7 bee&uu the ca.p.Uiion or th1 racts let~.vca 1.111 no el.ter­

ne.Uve. Our a t.and&rdl or t.rJ.th lilly not nry. But. there 1a no aeanin3 in our 

hiat..ory unleaa •• loam h-all it. that each •OJO<lh requires ita own a.,pll05Uon of 

ab1dil'lb principles to an enrlron11cnt t.h"t. ia never etationary. I ch1rllh for thia 

On1vera1tr tha hic.h du.t,r or Mldn~ thl -..n1n,;t or our ef'fort. •• a NaUon lm.OW!o 

t.o tboee 'lho live by ita r•ault.11 . H1re the el~r of the Mrket.-place 11 etul. 

Hero ~ .. , aee ait.b the clu1t.y that. l euning lltiOIAld confer the larear horison 

1t 1:1 ao difficult tor oth1r1 t.o deacrJ. To pJ'OII.U.cate h11 1Da!cht.a 10 that the 

voice or Reaeon ruy be heard J to do eo witb indel)lndonca or the ayriad intereet.a 

tbat eo~~P~h for bil cupport J to blc rr.. and to bt br&Ye; to aee thf'OUih pnt..ortlliona 

of elua 1nt.erut. or prejw:Uce or ~·rJ that au.rely 1a the voeaUon o! the scholar 

whoa HarYard 1e to ereat.e . I know ao hl&her t.eek .1n thia HaUon. For onl;t through 



t.be inel&:bt.s o.f 1\.s scbolars <*' this Nation lhe aaply. Tba1r 1naicbt• are t.be 

balis of effective atate-uh1p. Then 1a no AaerlcVI w1t.bou\. pride in Cbarl .. 

lrUllu ElJ.ot. He 1a not only the founder of tho IIOdem HLU'V'..u'd in a apecJ.al 

degree; hh at.anda.rd haa beeOM part of all that b beat 1n aoa4eai.c eclue&~.tion 

1n Al::lodoa. Tbero ie no Alledoan .ithout pride 1.11 WUl..iu Jaaea. Tbfl'e, in 

the f'ul.l eense of the word, •• a fr" Mn, B1a love of Aao:r1oa ..aa a love of 

effort t.o add to U\e etatur. of llllll , There 11 no Aaedcan 'llho ootUI not feel 

pride 1n lib'. Justin. Holllea. He .u1e of l~ and. t.be law a k81 to \Ullock 

tho ~aterha of aooJ.ety. By llhee.r love of tntth he 'litis abh to tranaeend the 

pr1aon of pt.rsonal er~rlron.Mnt. and -.ke hh .. thod. or anal.ylis a aword 1n the 

aerviee or b.er1ean freedoa, I aenUon t.be:se naaee onl7; I :aMUoa t.'l• be­

cause each 1n his 0'1<'1'1 disU.ncUve way t.umed. fo&rl 1nt.o hopes and. knew how to 

IMrie the historic betluty of the old w1.t.b t:le 30lid contrib.I.Uona of a n- U... 

1\11 a part of a cont1nu1n,a: process of chilbation. &ach of t.b- l::u!.lt a at.rsicbt 

path rro. bh s~al taalt t.o the central hishroa4 of ~rica. Each of tbGII 

CIUgbt t.'te algnlt1cance of new deeds d.o.nding IU'J-'t attention. Yo:st 1aport.-

Mt , ouch of t.ba11 b7 the relentless hooaaty or bb aind u.de hia inllichta a 

_.a of _.al ela.,.t.iOI:I for tbe ~~ge t.o 'llhiob he belonged. Reapect tor tb- be­

oaz;e put of the Nation' II aelf-reapec.t.. 

fhh 1Jn1veuH1 w1l.l. never fail t.o prockioe ita duo proportion of can ~o 

are liU.cCelltul u Judced b7 the CCIIDOI'I at.an4ard of su.ccaa:s . or &cb the world hu 

need. . But t.o produce t.bat type h not , I 11.11 aura, the u.lt.Lu.t.e Justification 

that you would .alee tor Harvard. RaU!er do " here 11eardl tor the o.taolpbere 

1n 'llh1ch aen ue prod'Qced 'llho bll.'fe either the rare quallt.y of 'fision or the 

ab1Ut.y to •pprec1ate the si&nif'ice:ace of a.l of 'fision 1tlen th8'1 appM.r. 



1A be&"J' ~bt. Ye ._t e.ho t.o ~caw our..J.ne w a flltur. " Mq t4 

aalr.e •ortbr of that. put. A u.I.Yeraity La S:M:Oethina QOnt U"e.o a aociet.J' o! 

IIObolare wba --..k tno.ledc• !or U.e 01lft Mlte. For 0110 1A Merica at l ... t., 

1t. 1e aa e-ti&l put 11! Ute luiq- !abrlc or :ur eiY1l1~aL1cm., apre••Loc 

Ulo 1 aa IW"Io Ule C""ta ... o! !!.e.r1'-.nt batl l;;em it.l ablll\7 to l\m.oLJ.c.l U 

• ai.crooo• of the ...._rica~~ ld-.1 . 'fttere hal' ~ l...nU.nao NL tlle alo'7 

or the bamltl.& h.a• liMa U.a rel&Uon t.o t.ha t •1.&.. t.bi"'U(h llhllll!. 11 buded 

~~g .. the t.ord'l or our eLwlUaed u .re. 

f o t.be enlarc-....nt of that. w1116oo t.he Huvard of the next. 1110 La 

COMltt.ed. How OaD lt. clo ao 1A a -a.er betit.t.l.A.:. it:~ p..~t.1 iboYa •1.10 it 

ar.:Jt be tre. t.> ...C the U'u t.b. lio ~. DO ..;op~a ..uat. lllped!l 1t.1 r..r)lt. .re-

1.,.,\loaoly La ~ l.aW the t.r.141 !CII.IQdat.looo of eucin.rl.D.j; IIOC..I.et)' • .t. UAlvr. 

of - to ..-reb ror the aood. ur.. T" •t. ·"Uelt .,.. tJ,e JI'U'l)OM llhldl ~t. 

t.Q theM lhorell thoM pi.ooMrl tao 1n the t1:nt ,_rl of \llil h1ator1c c-. 

wortb7 toll! le or the huMa l"lrlt.. '!'bat pu..rpoM al• c.d.ded tl:l.oM of U.a eo11.1 

.tlo 1.-.med here in t.be u1L1Cial ye&rl befoNI t.he Re'I'Ol.uUon Cb•t dthout. ~ 

W a.not t.ral.r- u,... tbel41ela G.! the Pll&-.r1a taU1er1 • ..,~ at~t. 



_,_ 

.tt. h, I Ml coa!1-~. or the inner .,,.no. ot ftarn.r6 t.bat. HI rou haq 

tu1l7 panicd.pat.ed. 1ll eadl v-t. d:ru:a ot .ur DA.tJ.;)n' • hl8t.GJ7. Tbey ha,.. 

awot. the ahallqo or the neat1 t.h., ba'H _,., 1n the c.oallence oj)p0rtw:l1t.7 to 

l\llt1.ll ttr.e * U:.e UD1•en1t.J al.lh to Ml"fto U !be QUe! £zec!1t.1n o! t.L.e 

.. U.oo I br1.Jic 70'1 t.be .olic1t.at.101l or our people. La. the ~ or t.be A..er.l.oaa 

kU.OO I Vllltun t.o aak you to chtrlth iU t.radi.UOBtJ wd t.o f>.ll!W 1t1 hl&h · 

ut. opp;>r~t.i••· 

Do 110t l et. ue eoncMl troa oureelne :b•t. ot.ic h a hasa.Mklue ~t.el'-

prl .. J t.be ~~~~ CIJ.l..LQ, 1lllW.cl IIOt b.awe -.ca 1 u pl&u 1a t.bo t.nodiUoa of 

"et.en:a c.l'ri..llsaUaa hed Lt. bMn ot.ber.tae. It ill ald.JI a nr.J&Cle fot.: Uut 

unblom. Ott.M lt 11 an .. d .. \<Or to buUd a t.n.ck thi'O'..&&b the doaert., l'hother 

Lt. be ~ciAe or Ule law, *•ther 1 btl ecxtiMticw or pblloM;lby, c.t.e ult.U;.at.e 

11a 11 to h e - tlle --..no ot· -~ t.ert o•er t!.eJ.r lhe11, lt. b h-.....rdoue, be­

CWJM 11, MJ 1DvoJ.q IICNt..l.oJ of ..Ocilllt C.x\Vtnt.lODI f'Niol 1t.tab. Lll each 11&11 Wll 

c.:.r:~ rr.. ourMlv .. ooly ~- u-.e coa;.,Uiiaa or l.he facta 1 .. " .. tu 110 .J.t.er­

nau... . Olu- £14nd&rda or U\.t.h N1 not. vary. llu.t. tllon 11 no •t.nlAc J.o our 

b11t.ol'7 ua.le•• .,. l-.ro tt'OOI Lt. that ..c.. ep.>ab ~-:-.Jlree L~:s o.a e?Pllcu;Uoa or 

abLdlo.; ;lr1Aci~• to an e.vJ.J".XYMMl:. t.b.a•. 1 oovv et.tionar)', t dl.rbh tor U.U 

UIU"Wiit,,. the .b.i.p dut.y ot ~ t.he ~ o f our effort u 11. laU.-. lr:DO'IID 

to tbc;tM llbo llYe b7 U.o n-.J.ta. n- Ule cl&.»r o l' t.!:le Mrtet.- .u- .h a U.U. 

H- ... ...,. ae. hi1 the clarltJ t.hlt.L hn.rni.q ahoul cl c011oter the l arw:er horlson 

it La 110 d.iftict.a.H tor otb111ra to cleaorr· to ~at.e bh 111.a1.cf:IU eo &.hst. t.t:e 

1'01ce o! ~ -...y ~ he&r"dl to do eo •U.b iQ~j)(IIMlenoe or the .,n.d ia~rut.e 

tb•t ooai)ek f or 1.111 lllpportJ t.o be ~ &od to btl bn."#eJ t.o - Ulroucb pret.eoaloa• 

o! olu11 i.Dt.erPL or prejllclice or pge-UJ t.bat aan.1.J 1a t.be 900aUoa or Ule .c:flolar 

W!OII Ru• a.rd 11 t.o Ol'Mt... l kno.- DO bi&he:r t.aa: lA thl• lat.ioa. For ool7 Ul~ 

\ 



tU.Uaa Wot.. h ill not. oal.J t.be !O'oi.Qder ot the .odero lla.M'U'd 1tl a epecial 

dfter'MJ his at.alld.ud ha.a beooaa put. of &l.l that. 1s Mat. 1A ~o ~caUoD 

1n AaerLca. there io no ..,.arlCDU ~thou' • .,rite 1.n •uu- J-. Mlare, LD 

t.he lull ~-of tbe ~rd, .... li rr.. un. Uia loYe or A-.d.OI. , •• a lo"• ~ 

the "JUeriea or ooo:i.et.;y. 8J' lllleer lo"e ot t.Nt.h he ••• able t.o t.ra.-t&e«t.d the 

pr1- of per-...1 e~~'riro!Uieat. and llll.ke hh -.thod or ~Jill& a awor4 LD Ule 

crouH e&cb 1.o hi& own d.1.at.1tlct.he MY W.med. teer• iot.o hope:~ ..nd knn how t.o 

~· tee bi.at.orio beau.\:7 of the ol4 ~t.h U::• aolld czt.r1but.1ooa o . • 11ft U.... 

ae • part. or • ooot.1m.aillc procH• or chllbaU.OO. Each or tb• blllt. • atr&l&ht. 

path troa hi& t,.ai&l tu.k t.o t.be e«~trel. tupro.c!: of J.mor1ca . r..d1 or th• 

c.wcbt. t.be aipit1oa~~c:e or c.e• oeeda ~ llrJ«:at. at.t..oUoa. ••t. a;,ort-

~t., ... ch or t.."P.8Q by t.bt'l relanUe .. hG~ar;t.r of hh a1.Dd aade ble 1Dal.cbtA a 

• •• u or -or&l elen.t.ioa !or the ... t.o .tllcb he btiOQ&ed. Reapect tor th.a be­

e- part. or tbe JlaU11111a aelt-reap~t . 

~ Ulli'ferait,y eW DeTer !&11 to pl"'O\\ce ita due ;>ro,orUon -..ho ~ 

tuecel&t\U. u Jv.qecl bJ tlMI - at.Mdard or tucoeN. or ~ the world hu 

oeed. an to produ.a. t.bat. t.ne 1a not, I u -...re, t..'le u.ltiaat.e Ju.Ut1oaUao 

ill 11h1d:l - an produced lobo ba"e -.Lt.ber the rt.re qu&l.11.J or -del.GD OJr tbe 

&bllit7 to &.ppreoi&te the aip1t1CUIOe of t.!ia MQ. of 'fi.aioo tlb.O he IIO'P"f'&• \ 



la paaoe. Aad 1 bel you t.o Uililk 0 1 t.olennee 11ud p-.041 oot. u 1nd1tfereat 

~ IIIIUtral. •irt.uN lul 1111 MtJ.-.. Md ~.S.th• pria.clpl••• It b tha b,ollixl.allll 

or BartN'd to incu.lca"- LhaN -uaUu .. d.th p6H1a 1l2i t-Ar .-e. 91811ed 1A 

propu p.ra,.cU.w., the)' &H heroic ""U&llU•aJ for th.y i.D.ply 1A thdr bold.orll 

tbe .,o.ar or Mlro.MCrlfioa, tha ablll!.J to crarpla 111\h 1\W c!.ltQ.o.llUaa, a 

t..per of a1tu! t.bat 11 oooalat.aftU)' l«'aroua, a .od of be&rt that. .... 1D 

'fi.ol•c• of aTer7 t1Dd t.ha ~ of t.rv.UI. 

I aa. DOt, you d.1l obMr9o, ooa*.U.C of t.ha uA.heralt.y aa • _,.. 

~\a tor of t.ba P'Mt. naUIIIMl Nld ictorn.Uonal dr ... 1A 111\icb all of ua, ~~ 

pit.a ou.rMlwa, are 111.\'0l.Yec! • .l d1&1AtorMLad a.cLor, 1 ~ .uJ., ~t. t.11. act.ol' 

c.U....S ~ by t'la,y to ~· a/nlab tha cl41&s of r-..on aboft all o~Uq 

ol&1u. lie..-. t.o be t.rUMd not bWJuo lllllcSoot.cn"a ~. oot .._obara 

MIS buai.Aa..._ ~~ baH 1a t.o ba ~ 1A t.ha tullaat .... - -.-. !bote 

mo pau f'Nal HI.M'al'd t.o U\a araat world lltoulAl co Ollt t•an.nt a of 1rutl!., Nld 

ao t of ....,tho..--1~ . lbay ~ ba 1Aap1racl b7 lha bellof Lb.ool Uta h a aobU 

o&l.l.lq, decredad al.WJ• llhen it lack• t.ood.oUooa at.wUt bald. Hanud 

tbou.ld t.N1a ._ w. ba o1u ... 1D that bi&h .lU:enifill .-.. .tllch Cllllpelo • MD 

to 11.,. bh uta ua~7 ..u. t.':lat. 1t.a oi'ri.c a1&:aLf1o.ao. t a ha ~aaat 

ab1dl.Pa, ,w~d that tba rloh 1.ncll.v14a.l CU•t:ralt.t o f tha tNlJ e1nl1Hd 11tat.a b 

bra oaly o! tbe .tid.- to obooM N¥11 to &Chi.ave •~c:h d.> not h\&rt oaa' • 

~bora. ror lllbat aboVe all th1a Aa;wbUc darMnta of bar clti..a• 1a loyal\J 

t.o tba crMd 1t ... cr•t.ed t o MtUl. 

It -.. !AcrMM kther Clo t.ol4 tb• a tuccta of ll&.""'ftl"4 tbat t.t.e;r .... 

'pledced \0 t.h• • Ol"d ..,roo puUcular aa•t.er•, that tbe;r llhwld •abo-.. all !tAd 

a tri.Cid 1A \Ntaa•. It .u Pn&l._t l.enrett wbo 1Aaht..d that 'without. uq 

-•r of dcNbt ttlal.enr, all blaernt auMra aa.et be \eated by phUoao;lb,- . 



h. ._. Pre.Uent. lla.r wt.o ~t. ·~ ad.'flco or deY1ce b tllfthb n a..:~ "'Jr:Je 

not <»ly 11oa1Dal Nt. rHl r:Cih~a•. lt. it. tlle a;.Lrit. tt11ol1 u .,:: l«''imi t.ho::e 

•-ant• miob •• are bwe to l"MltlN t.od&¥· ! ..- ut..1.41: tho eon• or l.&r'Yard t.o 

d«U.ca&.e tht~AMl"" DQt. 0Bl7 P.Q tbo pwpeW&U~, but. abo t.b tho onl....ra-.eo.t. 

of that a.,1rlt. To nfun lo ooota.uad t.ho connnt.1oual with t.he uece.warn to 

pay udct. nYGnnoe w the pu;t. hl!. to ~ .. ao leal' t.lle 6J.reotJ.ura oi r..b• 

tu..wro; to be """1•-r ~ .. UY!U1, w UI1Cierat.and phllooopbioa n do AQt &OO.,t. 

aDd hopei we t1nd 1t. dU'ficult. _.. tlhare; t.o acooun t tbe t eMice or IIIOZ\k1lld t.he 

hicteat ub1Uoa a - <*' t'ollcnr, Uld t.o tno• Uw.t. t.here h DO eall.J.n ~ tN;AJ.e 

that. 1t. OUDOt bit 1AIIt.ll1et YLt.h tlu•t a..o1Uoa; nonr t.o bo Ln.<!.lfferen t. to '~!bat. 

•rMl.• h dbt.1n.c_u..L::tod r -rcw the~· ~ol.w'. tt 1a u •• br~ t.bU 

~ our lalderat.arui1D.,. o~ the Wllwr ... that., 1n a e:r010U.,. 'flleJ• oar ~ 

aatt.ere• beooue t.rauJC.Wt.ecl lnt.o a !iJllouophy thA-t. 1/,ivee ua ountrol of tho deotJ.ay 

" t\lln.ll. l t. 11 <»-17 'l.>tto " l\.Y9 &.t.t.ullled tbia pb.UotJOOJbJ t.b:lt we cu. • a!:4-fto 

all t1ad a !'r1eod 1A t.Nt.ll• . tl\.-a -.rloa b dodie»ted to L~t. end b7 the ~o 

.ul of aU har d.tJ...-e, t..•• IDe e&a accoap.l..U.h h.r hicbut WMlo; &ad to 

tho Mo&WZ.O that. H&n&rd pau"U.c.L.,..t.ea ill thu. dodioaUon , lho wW M J\l.&t.l.t1ed 



~~ 1,.~r .... J~w~.-vJ' 
1 aa bare today t n a ......,.. capacity. rtre1i , 

~ . 
ae~ Prutdent or tche United lltatu. "oonl1 , ae Cll&tman 

of tile United. Statee lta1'"vUI1 Tercentenary Ooa~~: t .. ton, 

•htob 11 co••"POie4 of !he~"'bereot tMiena1ie, :ttn 

aeat~~re ot t ne Houea or Rl:.raeantaUwee, a "'P"'•entattwe 

reprl'.entauw~e of t!l!' Wlt••r~ttlae of t!MI United lltatee, 

tbe 11latlnlt\ltel>ed Pre.tdente ot tbe tJntw•rt!Uee of 

ce.utornta an~ aortb ~~},\:~~~: .. .-'J.-fl.l lly, 1 a. he~ •• 

aeono!Hanarl1wbo = "tllta..,ot • bereaaaba.,. 

eo...,..t tr.1tb for t~rrea bundred ,..au. 

1'be ro'>t• ot l!arvar~ ere deep hi t'le paet . It le 

pleaeanttore"'e,.bertoCiaytlow.tUiu ...,. aeettn~ -...e 

· u' II..& ' n1 'l • e: ~~, • c 11 e u bung held 

tnp<•rlllU&ne•ofa,..ll.o!jOY:r:l;;.entalq:lreeelytaten~ 

• , If , •• r:·,o·-t:.··1 U#'<: ':1:. •• 

~ aoUo:t
0

:~:·~~;~=L 4lwmt,ffr';=:.~ troubled 

'•~oi.~ the elate o~ the !faUoa, .t.ndr~• Jaeteoa .,., l'rutdent. 

Oft ~.,e ~.-o b\Uidred and tlrUatb ea11t•enary of the found!!\( 

of Han-ard College, - U-.nl aptn •otre eorely trouolel1. 

Oro"r Clenlanc •ae Preetcl.ant . lc•, on the three !lundrel1tb 

ennlnr•ry, 1..,. Preet dent . 

In the •orde of rurtotd"u 

"Tberebeu.nyehapeeofaylte r y, 

~:t~~~~ t~;n,!.~l1 mane to be , 

~:: !he;:.;~d 1:e~b!~t!~i!r n!~~b e:ibt, 
SchBtbttfe.llenhere,• 



L, 

under tbe old be.nner of frtedos, 

ln tt\<1 c1aye or eltcb-'oumln&, lt eu Increue Wt.ther 

ebo told the student s of Sar ... :r4 that they .. re "pledged 

--, 

to the word or no p,artteular -•tn•, that tholy ebol.lld 1atlo,.. 

all t1nd a frteDd ln truth. • 

#,'::f.:..be,~ :J:; o~•: .. :r J!~""/J!!.:..I;;./ Jr.J;;;.. .. ;r.. .. //C 
I n t:lh day of aod"n e1\ciiCWrntnc, •'~~"' fteedos 

or UIOU&llt h&e been u1led tro. aany lUIClt e~lch "" once 

t u be>M, lt l e tile part or Harnr4 lln4 4!111Ulca to ltand 

tor tlw rreedoa of tbe b.uaan atnd and to carry t ile tor<:h 

o!tNtb. 

e *" l r '*" ror oentiU'lt• 
""",(4/ .....a..,"'ytne:h&ebeenaroc:k of llll::>port forpeueeutd 

~rutl:l h great and elll ~ 
ll.tt 1': dt;M!ndt on Mn' e \oluance, Mlt- netralnt, 

nd de•otton ~ ! reel!!o=o, not only ro:r theatelYe t to.>.t aho 

ror otbere , •hUber the tNth elll prnaU t hrouab frH 

UHarcb, tree dtecu .. toll and tile tnoe tnteroou.rH or ct•U­

tud un , or 11'111 prenll only efter a~ppu .. t on and. tu!­

ftrlnS:-"henn?f'e c:ane•hetherlt p:reYa1leornot. 

Lonot lthertyand:freedoao:f tbou&:htlea~ 

..,.. :.oet acbilr eble e t t r tbute ot H&nerd. l!ut 1t h not &n 

exclu.etn poesueton ot &rftrd or~~nr other u.niunttr ln 



- ' -. JJ.,.J- 1t;.lr~ 
AHriCII., Lo?a of Ubertr?'~• profOWid. 1D tlle h.-ea, 

on the far111a and In the factortu of tbh country aa 

tn any unhe:ratt y, Liber ty 11 t he air Uartoana b:reat hol, 

OurCionrl1111en'!; tabcuedon t ha belidthUapeopl e ct.n 

be botb etron1 and f ree , that ol'llU•d. men ner 1. reetralnt 

but that tapotee 'by t'!ieaaahuAfiN.!::A-:~:fn~ i.'i~~e 
peoullar taall: of l!&nanS and. '"'trY other unl•eutty and 

collep In tll11 country t.o foeteralld•tntun not only 

freK011 al\'!iln ttl or.~. •11• l:alt &leo tolerance, Hlf- rutratnt, 

f.•,_ i::/'di.,or.lon \o r.be t:ruU: t!ll'O\ICIIOUt .u.:te.. 

Kany nudenh who baft o~e to Ranard ln t~ paet ban 

ldt U wUb lnqu.1:rllt8' &.114 open atnda, really to render aentce 

tOtl'l&iatlon. Tlleybanbeenctnnlll.lcband fr<llltbtsJNcb 

baabeanupeote\!, '!neyba" undertd peat ee:rvtoe • ........_ 

t'UibsiZ CdJn~ 

Tb• !IIU1onneed.• !ra.Rar.,.rd. to~rc.nUlteCn.arlee 

1tl11u ntot, I'Hltu JUIIIe, Md. Jutttot Holor..ee, who :ad.e 

tl:letr •1114• awoM• 1n tblo MUlot o! .t.aerloa.tree<l.oa.. 

n.r eerl'ed ber1ct. •UC oourac-, •l•d.o. atld bl&UI 

UD41rltand.1ng. T!ley -ere •ltbout ba\re4, :&llce or Nlf ­

lll:lne ... they •er-e ehtll~ed. pnUt>ten, 

T!:r.' put or !tiJ"''ard. h&• been d.llply <l.letlnsul•t.•<l.. 

/.) ~:::· ·=·::"' ;::""~" •;:;"P ::·ou=41"::"-~04, 0 
1 

lT1f!Y"" 1 tl U it 8 JQi fmQI!i 

u· !! • a • rquy live thUt lly• ' IE tzue 



fU!n up:re .. ton ot t lplr l"t t.hac tbe 

-fd• of Pou•tcleer •Thfl wbolt • b 11 t.bl .. pulohl'e of 

tn-lng the 

of freedo. onno bsan, not tdl,. to n•nd. lde h'o& 

tblene •on .. t.• 

j 
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