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READING COPY 

(Speech made over radio a t 
!lyde Park) 
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SPEECH OF TKE PRESIDDT 

HERALD TRIBUNE FORUI! 

SEPT'EUBER 33, 1936. 

Anyt!:dng that lll&t:ea for tolerance of opi nion 

and contributes to the gener al education of ou::- people in the 

1asuea of goYernsental policy is of vaat Yalue. 'lberefore, 

I like the F'orua idea. Uay we lulve more of them and cover 

the country with them, 

U is not likely tha.t such a brief expression 

o! a point o! view as 1a possible on such an oooulon aa this~ 

rill pereuade the convinced poll tical part1sa:1 to change hh 

or her position, but it may start such people to t hinkingJ and 

oonvey the i dea that prejudice is a r ather weak aubatitute for 

logic in deteNinins the questions that are of eucb vital 

coneequence to our country 8.11 a whole and to each ln~vld\l.u.l 

ct. then t hereof. 

It is natural., I euppoae, in a 08lllpat.gn year, for 

advocat es and a4Yerear1ea of any policy or proce .. of goYernment 

l•r' ·. 
to relapae into exagger ation and lnvectt.ve, and eo becloud the 
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oontro•eray u ~ ea.ke U po .. tble !or the future o! the country 

t o be detert41ned in rancor and temper t.natead o! by calm 

deliberation and cleu think.J.q. 

I don t t know that there 18 any actual remedy for 

tbh ata.te of &!fairs, but I bel1ne that 1t 1a within the power 

end. the province of the preu to make whatever improvement h 

poadble. I d.o not think that anybody objects to a statement 

of opinion or an a.rgwaent , either pro or con , being put forth 

in the editorial pagee, proY1de4 the editorials do not contain 

mhltate:~~enta of !act. That, unleee I entirely mt.aunderstand 

ne ... paper psychology, is what the newspaper editorial coluane 

are for. I do not believe -- and I do not think MY disagreement 

1a poutble on this aubject -- that a journo.l •a newa columna 

ou.sbt to be tampered rith, either by colortna: newe or by leavtnc 

out newa, The newa ta the 001tn0d.ity that ta marketed to the 

whole people, I lllllY be accused of tdeaHam when I euggeet that 

a Republican :reader o! a Deooc:rauo newspaper la entitled to all 

the nen that appertain• to hie eegment o! the poll t10&1 
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landt:oe.pe and. t hat a Democratic reader o! a Re;r..lbl1can newspaper 

shOuld not be fed exclua1vflly on a Republlcan diet. And I would. 

apply the sue ide().].iao t o tho headlines. 

The 7orua idea, conducted l llpart\ ally, h an 

indica tion of the objecti ve which moat tdr-mlnded people seek. 

I cannot help but contrast a nation which -ar e a:ul .-ore l a 

encouraging any friendly dhouaeion on &11 manner of public 

pr obleme with tboee countries which Wl!ort\tnately have made 

public dhcuaaion d.tf!lcult 1! not l=poeelble. 

In the welter of passi on which la apparen t ly still 

lneepuable froa our political campaigna, you and I he&r about 

t he Uberty of the press -- regimentation of t he preu against 

t he governuent and r egiment ation of the pzen by the government. 

It 1115 d.oubUul if the United Sto.tea ever had an Admlnlatra tion 
) 

since 'the days when 1'118h1na:ton was accused of despotlem and 

aapl ratlona t~ kinglhlp ) that bad the al1ghteat desi re to aru::zle 

anybody. The unobecked virulence of auaulta on almost every 

.lda1nhtrat1on eince tbe beg1nn1ne o! our hh~ory in 1teel! h 

bea t proof o! that eta~e:aent. 
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An old friend of mine •ho, although a aueeeuful man 

of a1'fa1ra in Jfew York, hu le4 a eo:aewha t na.rrow existence, 

' ·- I ,I 

~~ the other day if 1 t wu true, u many of h18 frienda 

had told hilll, that tbree-qua.rteu of all the money spent for 

relief of the needy unemployed in these past few yea r s had. gone 

for overhead and only one-quarter to the needy unemployed. 

them.eel ••• . He aaked .. turiher 1t 1 t r.u true, ae he had been 

told by his friends, tha t all our bo.nic depos ita were insecure 

and our lneurance pol1o1ea worthleu. I wrote hi• that U: 

would be beat for him to look up the anawere hlmulf. I 

suggeete4 that he at t end. your rorwa yesterday and today. I 

hope be hu been with rou1- j 1 _ ,. ·, , r 

The tlme may come when the pol1c1ee of the Nation 

will be detenained with a serenUy and. logic t ha t any serious 

bueineu pr obl ea 1a decided ~ng the directors of the budneee, 

but I muet reluctantly oonteaa tha t we h&ve not reached tM.t d&y. 

I whh I m1gbt have attended the Fol'UII tn per1on . 

If I had been w1 th you, I mtght ha.ve been moved. to t ake part 1n 
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the dhcu.e1on. My pa.r't in that..,would at leut ba.·n been 

taapered by good. hwaor, an effort to deYelop the facta, and. 

a duire to present oonatruothe remed1n for current Ula. 

I und. to you my oomplisonta and good. wiebea . 



ADDR..."SS OF' ~ PRESIDENf 
t o the 

New Yo r k Herald-Tribune Forum 
September 23, 19~ 

Anything that :u.kee tor tolerance of opini on and eon-

trl butee to the gt:n~ral e"ueat1on of our people ln the l ssuee 

of gov .. rnaen tal polley h of vaat value . Therefore I llke the 

Forum idea. May we have more of thf'lll and cove r th'" country 

wlth them. 

It l e not llkely that aueh a b rle f expreulon or a 

pol~t or vi ew a a ls poa lble on auch a:- occaalon as t hle wtl l 

per suade !he c onvi nced poll tleal partlsl:<n to c~r.ge hh or her 

posltlon , but 1t may s t a rt s uch people t o t hlnkln[ and C~:Jvcy 

the l dea t hat pr eJudice l s a r a thf'r weait aubatltute tor loglc 

ln detf'rclntnr the queat1ona thD.t a.re of a ueh vltal consequence 

t o our country aa a whole and to f'ach 1ndlvH'u•1l cltir.en thereof. 

It la natural , I euoooee, ln a euoalgn year, for ad-

vocatee and advr-rsarl t~a of any ool lcy or proctne of tovernment 

t o r ,.lapae lnto e xagfl"r at l or: a:\d l nvectlvr , and ao becloud the 

contr~versy aa to oake lt ooeelble for thf' future or the coun-

try t o b!" de t f' rmlned l n rancor and temoer lne t e ad of by calm 

dellbcraL!.o~ a.nd clear thlnktn@'. 

I don't k:t"" tha t there l a any act~a.l remedy tor t hh 

sta.te or affalra, but I b !'lleve that lt 1a w1th1n the power and 
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the province or the pre•• to ~· whatever lmprovem .. nt 111 1)08-

dble. I do not think that any'>ody o~Jeeta to a atateaent or 

oplnton or an &r'£U!l'lflnt, either pro or con, belng put forth ln 

the edttortal pagea provt~ed the ~dltorlals do not contain 

l!llaetatr~:~"'nta or fact. That, unless I entirely mteunderatand 

netrspaper paycholofy, la wha t th6 ne•spapor edt tortal co1 umna 

are tor. I do not b,.l trve -- &I'd I do not think any ~uaae:ree­

ment ts poaal ble on thla subject - - that a journal ' a news col­

umna ouy!'l.t t~ be ta:nperod wrt th , etthPr bv eolortnp: newa or b y 

leR.Vlnf" out news. '!'h .. news ta thP commodity that ts aarketed 

t:::~ the .mole p"ople. I may br accused or ldealtall 11:hcn I aug­

~eqt that n RepublicAn reader or a Democratic newspaper 11 en­

titled to all the ncwa that ap-oertatr>B t:) hta ugmer>t or "'hr" 

pol1 Ucal l~~or>dacape ar:d that a Democratic reader or a Rapubli ­

co.n newspnper should not b~ fed exclusively on a Republican 

diet. And I would apply thf' aame idealism. t:) the heo.dllnaa . 

!he Forwa idea, co~ducted lmpartlally, la an i ncH­

CAtion or the objective •hich moat ratr-minded peoplf' seck . 

I cannot h('lp but contraat a nat1.on which !!!Ore and more 11 

encour&£1nr any friendly d1.acuec.1on on all unr>er or publ i c 

l)robler~a with thoee countrlea whtch unfortunate ly have made 

publ to dhcuseton dtrrtcul t if not l:~~poulble. 

In the welter or oanton whlch l a appa r ently at1ll 
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Lnaepareble fro:~~ polltlcAl CR!"II.Oa~gna, you and I hear about the 

liberty or the preas -- rep-1taentat1on or the prf'ss 11gatnat the 

government and rcgl11entatlon or the oreas b1 the govrrnnent. 

I t h doubtful tr the United Statea e ver had an admln!..etratlon, 

sl!"OS the days when Waahlf'l€.ton was accused or deapoth• and aa­

plratlona to Ungahlp, that h.nd the altghtt-at desire to •ut:tle 

anybody. The unchecked virulence or assaults on almost every 

adl:llnlatratlon alnce the be&1nr-1nt. or our history ln Ltul! 1B 

beat proof ot that st&teaont. 

An old friend of mine who, althoU{"h a succe&lful man 

of affalra Ln Ne• York. ha• led a somewhat narrow exlatence , 

asked me thf' othrr day 1! Lt was true, as many or hla friends 

had told hie~, that thref'-qua.rt .. ra or all •h .. money apf'nt for 

r ellef or thf" needy unemployed 1n these 9eat few years had gone 

ror overhead a.nd only one-quarte r to the needy uneo,;~loyed them­

selves. He asked ~:~c further 1! lt was true, aa he t-.ad been 

told by h• s rr1ends , that all our bank deposita were 1naecure 

and our insurance pol1c1ea worthless. I wrote h1o that 1 t 

would be best for hlm to look up the answers h1111aelf. I sug­

gested that he attend your Forum yeaterday and today . I hope 

he has been wt th you. 

The time may come when the pol1o1ea of th~ liat1on 

wlll be de t eral ned w1th a u r enlty and lOf':'lc that any ser1ous 
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bualneu proble• la decided among the dlreotora of the busl­

neu, but I muat reluctantly conreaa that we have not reached 

that day. 

I wllllh I mi ght hi\Ve attended the rorum ln person . 

I! I had been with you, I 111ght have been !:loved to take part 

ln thf! d lacuae l or- . !.!y D&l't, ln that case, would at least h&ve 

bel"n tempered by good hu.or, an effort to develop the facts, 

and a desire to present conatructlve re;nedlea tor curre"'lt 11la. 

I send to you my co~:~pllmenta and good wlahee . 
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/ Wqe ~!lite ~ouse 
3Jllln•ltiugtnu wx •-••-••· 

L!"emo. tor M.H.at. 

Suggested drett tor Herald Tribune Forum addren: 

Tbh gr-eat Republic ••• instituted to .. aura to ita inbabi· 

tents tba risht to Ute, Ubertr and the purauit or happineu. 

For a century and a halt i t baa aougbt the t'\lltillment or 

ita ideala through carrying out. the w1abea or ita c i tizens, aa 

11ade uniteat by unaiatakable e•idencu or their attitude upon 

publi c queati ona, and ea expreaaad by their oboaan repraaentatt•••· 

A. nation 1a truly a Democracy only wben it ao obe:ra the Yoice or 

ita people. To be assured that these oOIIIUnda issue trc:. a aourca 

unoontami111!1.ted by untair propasanda, misrepreaantaUon or ~aelr­

interaat, .America deaanda that no indhidual and no group Yentura 

to in!luance the dtter.ination or ita people by arUtice or chican­

ery. PUblie aeorn 1a q,uiok to pun1ah any racreanoy to thh princi­

ple. The greatest a&teguard to our tutt.Lra lin in a sound. under­

standing by our people or the iaportant eurrent so•ar mantal 

iaauea, Worthwhile public aer•an t s aupport ever y agency that otters 

opportunity tor the •ida diaae::.ination or recta and opinion• upon 

public queationa . The obUgatton 1a upon the Preaa , the Radio and 

t he RoatrUIII to cooperate i n melting it poeaible tor ever y man and 

wozr:.an to obtain a proper perapect1Ta tro• •hich QUeatioru~ important 

to all a:ay be •h•ed. Thill obJecu.,. h turtbared by :roru.e, euch 

as t his , whose courteey ghaa me the opportunity or talking to you 

thla enning. Frc:. their operation culture •ill become mora general . 

Knowledge will be increased. 



TELEGRAM 

'QI:l1e ~lJit!! ~ouse 
):liln•ltington 

-·-
Aa condi \tone change, the need for ·dder cUaouaeton increaaea. 

Tbh country ia no longer a ap&raely aattled continent wherein taola-

ted 1ndiv1du&lll or OODI'IIunttiea follow tbe1r oooupationa tree from 

eontaota wtth otbera or their kind or unaffected by conditio~ out­

a i de their illme41ata community. Inatead, we are a unified nation, 

our 1ntareata inter- laced wi tb tboae of other a t:undreda or mUea 

away. Tbia do .. not change the attitude of tbe Oonrmant toward tbe 

individual. bD He rem.aina the tirat obJect or ita aol1ottude; 

bla welfare 1 u obht' concern. It doe a oM.nge the meana b7 which 

he may be beat aervad . Since action ot bh gonrnment will directly 

affect bh Ute, he h entitled to direltt whet that action aball be. 

No greater lnJUUlee could be done bim. 1 ~han ~o lea•e him without 

aid in the oontea~ wi ~h toreea whoee origin and purpoae are beyond 

bia control. To uke intelUsent. dectdon•i he auat appr•tae th• 

complicated teotora ot aod.ern lite. !'air argument incraaaea h1a 

power to reach correct. conclua1ona. 

The mare tact tha.t we a.re approe.cbtng a political cupaign 

should not be parmi ttad to obacure the neceui ty for tolerant oon. 

dderatlon ot the ieauaa. There are eoae ao parUaan in ~heir 

attitude tb.u it ia uaaleu to expect fro11 thea e.ny Judgm.ent other 

than that dictated by their preconception• . Fortunately theae are 

a a1norlty. 'l'be appeal or raaaon will influence tbe otbera. nary 

think in& men know a that in our llre there are ina qui tie a ~o be 

adJuated, ••11• to be eUa1neted and certain 



TELEGRAM 

'(IT~e ;l!lllljiU ;Iflnnse 
;llila•ltingtmt 

-·-
ideala or aocial justice to be attained, We are anxtoua to preea 

towuda the aooo.pl1abment ot tbeu purpoeea but reoogn1ta tbat 

aucoaaa may be achlned only by public oonaent to and aupport ot 

the aeaaa nacaaeary to satn t.balr reallutlon. Tboae 111eana muat 

accord w1 tb the aptri t and form ot our governmeDt. &a mora people 

coaprehend the obJeotlTea, t.be acre surely will ad•ancea be made. 

•• do not progreu by mere •doina.• Our aoth'IUea must be ~ 

wisely directed towarda datini te ends. 

Since an informed public opinion Ia tbe aurut bash tor proi)t'r 

conolueiona, we turn for help inatin:th·ely towe.rda thoae channela 

which place before the ~ople the materiel wbiob enab laa them to 

make up their on mind a a a to their wtahea . The:r are enU Uad to 

the ed.v1ee or thoae who have ghen the moat ee.retul study to the 

Clueattou. Fortunately, this 1ntonu.t1on h a't'ailable . 

It aeema clear that agreement haa been reached aa to the d.eeira-

b1l1t)' or aaaiaunee to agriculture. We are one in tbe ~lief that 

endea•ora or the termers, tbrou~b their own cooperatives elooe, will 

not be eompletel:r etteothe in rurnt.hina them a s tandard or lh'ing 

c0111perable to that in other oooupet1ons and will not result in tba 

maintenance or a tara group adeq,uatel:r efficient to auppl)' the rood 

needs or tbe ooneumtna centers. Conaeq,uentl:r, there is substantial 

unani•lt:r t he.t rood, read and. fibre production and the maintenance or 

soil fertilit y are entitled to ueistanoe from the government . Like-

wise no one Clueattons tb.at those large sections or our popula tion , 
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W:q£ ~ftii£ ~tlltlle 
~""'t"Jli"" 

which ere expoaed to the •1o1ae1tudea or 1nduatr1al diaagreecaante, 

ere entitled t o protection fro11 wholly arbitrary interferenoea with 

their rlghta aa oith.ana to orgenlu peacefully to me1nta1D tboae 

rtghta.dlor or 1e it aertoualy contended that the danger• o r old age 

end unmD.plo:yment are no concern or government , We aeek to avoid the 

recurrence or the tragic ezperieocea or recent yeara. .A. a1a1lar 

oonolualoo baa bean reached , aa to the ezplo1 tatlon or the oonaWDer 

end 1nveetor, by that minority or ao- called bueineaa men, who forgot 

in their SJ"tted for profit, their obl1g&t1ona to the people Whom they 

aarved, 

J.a our ci t1 zena , grow in knowlad.ge of the alma or government, 

they •ill become more 1ntereated in ita proceeaaa; better a4v1aed. 

aa to their 011'0 attitude . They loot torwe.rd t o the America or the 

future . They are charitable towarda the 1mperrectione , realh.ing 

that prograaa 1e not alwa:ya along a t~~~ooth and eaay road. lell 

advhe4 ae to the d1tt1cult1ea, our people will be aathtied , with 

honest, intelligent ettorta to attain the goal ror which Ataerioa 

••• rounded, tt.e FreedOII and Happtneaa or the People. 

(lnd) 

S.T.B. 



the roru. idea , 1.1• nJ.aot.:d i.Epo&rtlall:r, h _.n indica tion 

or the obJ•ctiYa wh1.cb •oat Edr~ndlld peopl• .s•olt. 

I canno t help but ccctrut a nation whi ch 1; mor e and 110re 

l a encouracirte any r r l endly llhcuss.:.oo on all aannar ot 

public pr obl•u w1.t b those countrha r.:1cb untorc.unawl:r 

ba ... • :t.da public d1sou.u1WJ. 41tr1cu 1.t it not 1apou1ble. 

In the walte r or 1 a .t81on wn1ob h ill arent l:r still 

lnaapel"abla tr011 our pol1t1c .. l o_..~:41DS , you and I bear 

about the Uba rt:r ot the press - - r'ill1 .. ntit1on or the 

prau a&aioat tbe &o• o rooum t wu r agi llunt&tion or t h a 

pra u b:r tba conrncent. It 1:1 doubtful it the United St 1t 11s 

&Y&r Mel aft &Ja1n1st •at1oo s lll.ce tba c1J.J6 • h•n WashJ.oaton 

wa...J aocu.la.J ot c1espot1a• and as~1T'&t1oru to k1n.u n1p 

t n ... , t b s d tne allghu t d.eair e to 11\lUle anyood.y . The u.n-

obacklld Ylrulence or aualll ts on ahosr. avor y a.b141atrat.1.on 

ainca the ba&1nr~1ng ot w.r hbtor1 lo 1ts.lf 1:1 but pro.:~t 

ot that ata ta1110nt. 

An old. t rload or • 1nu Wbo, ll.l t hw,h s s uccontul • M 

or atratr·s 1o ff11w York, twa lod ~ ao.awbl\t narrow axJ.s tonca , 

a ke- • • tha other d u.7 1I lt w .. a t r ue , as g,any or his trl ... Dda 

h lld t ..old h1a , tbat thrY~-quarurs or "l..l t he a .... nv7 .Jpent tor 

rallut or tba needy untt.....l)lQ, 1111d i n t han i-&s t r ew )'&a.r s bali 

&one tar ow11rbaad aoJ. onl:r QCht-quart ar t the D4.xl)' u • ..,•ployaJ 

th••salYea. H.d a skO'd. ca furth .. r l t lt was truo , a s h <f hl\d 

b .an t.old. by h i a t rlaDda , t b:lt all our b:lnk dr,1 ... alta .<;: re 

i nsecure a.M our 1o sur.lnC& pl.ll1o1.)1 wortll.ltlSS. I wrote 



b1a thl.t.t it w<Alld be bust tur h112l t o look u. the a nswer• 

hla .. U'. I •uc& a t eJ th.1t he tteDCl. y<AJr P'orUII restttrd.ty 

aQd tCII:by. I h i!O he baa bdun w1 tb y uu. 

Tbu tlse aay cu e.~ when tbu 1 ol1c1es ot the 

l &tlcc wUl be d tora i ne..t with a a.re.Dt t; and 10i;1c tbat M)' 

au1o..:a bu. .. inosa ;ruble"" la .3ec1d.N aeon' tr.w director a ot 

~i..btuinotas , bUt I •t~st r e luctn.ntly oonto.~s~ tn:~. t we h 1ve oot. 

reached that d:.~y. 

I w1ah I a l ll:bt have a t t.en.:ieJ the r .... r u. t n }'ar s;)ll . 

If 1 had btto.:n dth y..nJ , I a i o:bt ban ba:eo auved to t akfi part 

in tht~ dis _.~.~,_. oa. Uy }·art, in s u ,;;h a. oaaa , .cu.d a t l oaa t 

hate be n te<~~.,.ttr~ by lood bwtOr, a n orr ort tu d o.,elo, the 

racta,a.oel a Cloa1r e t o pre1ont COH!I truc ttve r111 .e..ths for 

curl'tlot i lls. I se~'i.'; oo~~11aonts a lXS. 40od risbaa• 



1 do th1nlr. tllat th11 condition 11 bt1111 correettd and tllat 

to n.J.ch 1 he.1't r.hrr.cl. 

U you lcao•, qu!W a lll.IDber ot OW' MMtl&4ort an4 a1D.htnt 

trcG abroad han bth 111 the United Statu recentll , and I bad. an 

opportunity to t alk: •1 th thtm and to ~t 11. Ytry Yh1f! p1oturt of 

W:at lt h.a~nll'tf; 1n the tor df:D world. I c.nnot btlp but con• 

trolt tue radio and othenrlst lc:ttp• 1U hand on all t he orsant 

ot 1ntormat1on . It would not only bt l.ulpoulblt for wch a d1t· 

elation at •• art 1n4ulciliC 111 to occur 1n allllolt aey tordp 

COWittT you. choott to ~. but 1 t lt unth1Dkable tbat t.n7bo4T wov.l4 

I n lht •tlter ot patt10I1 which 1t apparently 1n .. parablt tr«~ 

to 1ntr1~ on tht Ubtrty of t ht prtu, to utablhh ct niOrthlp, 

an4 'tntrally to rest...nt all of .he Ythlclu of J'libllc txprt tdol1. 

I cannot ncall a campai6n 1D •hich IIUCb ~·· wen uot u.4t 

-.111u woat..,tr part y wu 111 oft1ct. J'or can I r.call errr 



el[J)reuion of opinion , but. •• an t he *1St. tort.unat.s eOUDt.ry 

thip, ~t. bad tha t li&htnt. Uslrs to aunt. t.n¥bo~. ~ 

UDC~eQcl l'irulanca of auaul.tt on an adl:lin11t.rat.1on tines tha 

baginnin« of our history, in ittslf 11 t.ha Mu proof of that. 

tloa 1s a nteattar)' tlemant. tn our poUtlal Uta. I eannot 

find tllat 1t al'ar had. a n tft'tct, for all the I~~~mat that tt.ud. 

out brllli &Dtl y in our racord of public taru.nt.t, art thou of 

Mil who ill thair Uu !Unctlontcl thr~ a dal"f!:t of 4tfM~t.Uon 

'l'ba u .. M;r - · I bopa, wbu tba poltcl .. of tba CO\IolltrJ 

ar. 4atan~1~ W1.t11 tba seranU.7 aM locic tt..t gq ttrio"O.t b!ul-

nett probl• it dtcldad BOIIOtlf: tNI cllracto-t of a corporati on, but 

l mutt r tluctantb confell tnat that tl:aa ttlll ttta~s afar, 



'f:JA-<·11 . 
n/ ,leiJJn '-f<l' ,( J,..,J.._~ ,_ ~C<._,,._} I 

~ vf~ >f/ 1~ 
Az\Ythine that 111a.kes !or tolerance or opinion &nd con­

tributes to the general education of our people in the 

issues or governmental policy is of vas t value. 

I like Zrol'U.III: iclea. M~>-, ., ' .. n .. r 

Therefor e 

It is not llkely that such a brief expression of a 

point or view as is possible on such an occasion as this 

will persuade the con..-illced political partiaanJ( to change 

h{a"' $/sltton, but it may stltl.rt 
0~Jt~ 'thlnktna and convey 

,. 'J., .. 
~~~that prejudica is a rather welilk substitute tor 

logic in determining the questions that are of such vital 

conae"uence to our country as a whole Wld to each individual 

citizen thereof. 

It 1a natural, I supp<HJe, i.n a campaign year, for 

ad•ocates and ~!¥!~~~~ ~. ~ aey policy or proceu 

ot soverrwent to relapse 1nto0~::~~:::;;on .and ~....wt ~ 

~/ 1nvect1ve) .nd so becloud the I as to aa.ke 1t pou1ble 

tor the future ot the country to be deterained in rancor 

and teaper instead of by ea.lm deliberation and elear 

thinldn£. 

I don ' t know that there 1s aey actual recedy tor this 

state ot attairs, but I believe that it 1s 111'1thin the power 

and the province ot the press to aake wbate't'8r i.Jiprovement 

is possible. I do not think that 81'1¥~ objects to a 

statement ot o; 1n1on or an &riUJilent, either pro or eon, ·, · 

be1n1 put rorth /;.• the E,d1(~;1at;:c.-s~ "~ Tt:..{: ·~leSs ,~ 
entire~ clsunderatand newspaper psychology 1 1s what the 
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newapaper editorial colwana a re tor. I do not belieTe - -

and 1 do not think any disagreement is possible 2.n thiS 

subject -- that a journal' 1 news colwms 
6~ JbJe tampered 

wtth,~ ,·~~·~z ~~~~"i";~ :;~~'ztfr:.hat! {--;~;k"et~ to the 
whole people. I may be accused of 1dea11SII when I 

su.ggest t.ltat a Republicad reader or a Democr atic newspaper 

i s entitled to all the news that appertains to his sepent 

or the political landscape and that a Deaoerat1c reader or 

a Republico.nnewspt~.per should not be ted exclusively on a 

Republican diet. JJ •. I .,1 .v to~ · ./ /, JZ .,...; .... J 

; -!,~/,, ,., I' 71, J.,.// . ., . . 



The PorWI idea , e<..nauctt:d. i111pe.rt1ally, !S J.n indication 

of the objective which most .f>J.ir-mind.ed peopl~; seck . 

I cannot help but cootrast a nation \t'hich 11- aor e and more 

is encouraging any friendly discus sion on all aanner of 

public problems wtt.h those count ries which un!'ortunately 

have ude ~blic discussion difficult if not bpossible. 

In the welter of )>assion wnich 1S a..,. arently still 

inseparable froel. our political ca.m~aigns~ you and I hear 

about the liberty or the press - r eai•enhtion of the 

press against the aovern~~~ent and re&i•entation of the 

press by the government . It is doubtful if the United St ates 

ever had an ad.ministratioo since the d:1ys when 't':ashJ.n&ton 

'lfa3 accu:~e11 of despotis=a and as:;Jirations to ki!lilsnip 

that had the sli&hest desire to III\IZzle anyoody. T11e un-

checked •1rulence of assalllts on al'IIOst every ad!Dinistrat1.on 

sil'l.Ce the beginning of our history in itself 13 best proof 

of that stateoont . 

An old friond of aiDe '!rho, althou&h a success.ful aan 

or affairs in !l~w York, h.J.s led <1 SOIII&what narrow existence, 

a .kaJ me the other day 1f it wus true, as 11.1;1.ny of his trhnds 

had told bJ..ra , that t hruo;-quarters o£ a..Ll the IIIUIItJY spent for 

reliuf of the nei:Jdy unat..pl~ ~o~d in these 1ast few year:~ had 

aone for overhead and or1ly ooot-qWJ.rt er t o tho nuody u . .amployed 

th.e=sel vea o ij<j asked ce furth~r if 1 t was truo 7 as hu had 

been t old. by hl.s friends, that all our bllnk de.,oslts .. ~,;re 

insecure and our insurance policies worthless o I wrote 



him that it would be bf.st for hi111 to look UJ• the a n swers 

himself . I sun .. s t ttd t h3t he tte nd. ya.1r Foru::s yesterda y 

and tod&)' . I h~ pe he has btoen with you. 

The titrle 111ay cu e , ~, when tnv J;Olicies or the 

Natioo will be d~tterained with a sarenHy and lo• ic that any 

serious business ;roble~ is Clecided a.;.~ tile directors or 

}l' ~ but~iness , but I au st reluctantly conf oss ttl&t we Mve not 

r eached that duy. 

I wish I rai ght have attendeJ the Forum in persm. 

If I had b~c~cn wi t h you , I llli Q: ht have been moved to t ake part 
(, ~ ..... 

in t hlt diSCUS.J•Q'I. , l.l,y ;.~art, in ~ase 1 .IOU1d at least 

have be~n tem~creu by good hWDOr 1 a n ef for t t o develo1 the 

racts,and a desire to pr esent constructive r e1 .&Jies for 

current ilis . I !fn~~ co .. 1.111.aen ts a nd 60od wishes • 
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