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INFOIUU.L EX!EI.IPORANEOUS REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 

K! THE DPJ>ICJ.TION OF THE WEDICAL COLLEGE 

SYRACUSE lJNIVERSITY1 SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 

Septe:~~ber 29, 1936, 4 . 35 P. M. 

Chancellor Guham., my t'1rst dut y 1a to report to you that 

the cor nerstone is well and truly laid. (Applause) 

I have a great sat1ataction. I b(l.ve l a id many corner­

stones and, so far as I know, nona or the buildings hava 

tumbled down yet. (Appla~ae) 

I am renewing sn old association in coming back to 

Syracuse and Syracuse Univer sity . And, incidentally, I am 

very proud of bein& an honorary alwanus of the DniTers ity. 

{Applause) 

I have had many auociations with the University long 

before I becue Gover nor. As a &rower o! trees, 1 was very 

familiar with and receiTed the cooper ation ot the State 

College or For estry. (Applause) 

I have been here to the Medical center before, a t the 

time of the opening, 1 think it wu , ot the Psychopathic 

HospitaL I am tremendously interested in the splendid work 

that 1s bei ng carri ed on at this great Medical Center, not 

only here but outside of the limite of the University and 

the institutions which !ora it. Also, I am somewhat familiar 
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with the other problems or the City of Syracuse, such 

aa how to .. lte the State Pair pay {laushtar) and how to 

1•t rid ot the tracks in the alddle ot the city. (Laughter, 

applause) At l ast that drea• has come true and when I came 

in a few ainutes aso to the new station, I .said to II)"Salt 1 

111 will nner be bothered by lla7or Marvin aaatn. • (Applause) 

All ot these projects, those which have been carried 

out solely by private enterprise aod thou which ha.-a been 

carried out by city enterprise, those that haTe been carried 

out by state or Federal enterpr1u and those , incidentally, 

that hue been carried out through a coabination or all or 

these torcu, they hue done auch, eapeci&lly in these last 

taw years, to solve ao11a or our Notion-wide problem•, 

I •• Tery &lad that the Secretary of the Interior hss 

spoken to you about the objeetiTe oC the work that we have 

helped in doins, about the number or men and, incidentally, 

WOllen, who ha•e been liven work through the erection or 

these buildinss, of the tre:::~.endou.s stimulus to education 

which has been made pouible through keepina up, patchin& 

and erectilll: •ucb needed bUildings, sc.ltool bUildings, aedical 

buildings, throughout all ot the more than 3,000 counties 

of the United States. 

We think or the hundreds of 11en who work and Who are 

workifll on these buildings here. Think alao or the hundreds 

or men who haYe wor ked and are working in other places, 



_,_ 

creating the uterials, l&tting the• out or the -.J.nes and 

q_uarrles and the ractoriu in order to make buildings (If 

thia type poasible . 

And then there 1a another phue, I believe •• should 

remember . ):ou and I know tha t i n these days of atreu, 

UI"'J' or the •uniclp&littea, u.ey or the in.stttutlona or 

learning throughout the country, have found it difficult to 

aaka both ends •eat. In that crisis, 1.n order to keep up 

the work of mun1c1pal1t1es and of pr ivate 1nstltut1on.s, the 

Federal gover~:~~~ent has been abl e to give the kind ot autat­

ance whleh baa prevented, in II&JlY cases, the 1.mpoatt1on or 

taxu which otherwise would hue beeoBe unnecessarily h1Jh. 

The State has also helped during all or these years and the 

result is that without Federal and State help ~•• can wall 

assWia that the h011e owner and the aaa.ll busineu aan would 

have been tar more sreatly swuped with local taxes than he 

actually haa been. 

I am particularly happy to take part in the dedication 

ot this medical building. As I remember tt. this Medical 

College 1s a direct descendant ot old Geneuea College or, 

as •• \Ued to call it in the olden days, Oennes.sea . And 

I reaember, too. that it was Genesaae College which sue the 

first Doctor ' s Degree in America to a woun, Doctor Elizabeth 

Blackwell. May that fine tradition be preserved in the days 

t o COlle. 

The country needs a l a rge nw:1ber ot well-trained doctor• 
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and nurses and 1 in the field or education~ we need a large 

nWII.ber or well-trained teacher s . , ... have not reached the 

limit . We all know the rensons that are usu.ally 11ven tor 

the need or turning out trained persons -- person~ trained 

in social sciences . But there is another reason that is 

~·orth .sua:gesting: Durina: a period like this, in which 

u chtnery reduces the use or human labor in the production 

of things, Society needs t o extend the use or human labor 

botb ::~.entally and physically, the lcind or labor that doctors 

and t eachers furnish as a splendid exa.pl~. The country 

needs to extend thnt kind of l abor in providil'l8 better care 

end better education tor all or our people in every community 

because we have been so late in t aking u p the slack thnt 

other forms of 11odern invention ho.ve created for us. Ther e 

is a bil field there. lledica1 care in the United States is 

not adequate. There are thousands of communities throughout 

the length and breadth or the land 'l"hich need IK!re doctors, 

more night nur!les , better doctors and better nurses , Just in 

the same way that there are thousands of communitiu throughout 

the land that need better trained and better eqUipped teachers . 

That is why I say that these medical centers , or which 

Syracuse .U:edic&l College is furnishing such a fine example, 

need the interest and the support of every citizen . 

I am very certain that the University here and t he 

citizens or the City or Syracuse aDd the citizens or the 

state or New York are proud of the To>or k tho.t 1s beitll carried 
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on here . I congr atulate you not only on Ylha t you havo 

done in the past but, with the added assurance or the 

r ac111t1es which this bulldl na: will prOYtde, I conaratulate 

you on the usefulness t o humanity which you will afford to 

1'uture generations or Aaerlca . (Pr olonged applause) 



lied tent ton '-*l.lcel. Bu.UUDS - ;yn,.cwse Ontnr­
atty. Jl~r 29 , 19'36 



SPEECH OF THE PPESIDENT 

SYR.\CUSE tniiVE!iSITY 

SEPTE!lBER 29, 1936 

Firat aa Governor o.n4 now u President, I have 

ma1nta.1ne4 a cloeel-,1 ____ .,,..ff,.,., ..... ,_l touch Yith Syra.cuee ; 

~ • .S.nci dentally, I C.DI very proud of beinG an honorary 

J.lU!:Inus of this sr@at Un1vere ity. 

Even before I becRCe Governor, I was familiar, ~ 
..., 

menta o! the Sta t e College of Foreatr}'. Aa Governor lt wae 

1)<1"'-'·'"'•0 .....,.,;;. ,,./,~,.,! 
a prh'ilt" ·e to helO) l n 1ncreaa1nt;: 1 ta uae!U\ work --~ •• 

'-"l:..I".J>..1!4.~"""..,....._.......,,...,,_""'-'._'"'"~o;.-<.;)f" I / 

pr00uc1ng &JUU:ing reeulta 1n every one of the rural cow1ttee 

o! our State . 

AJ; Governor lllao. I was abl e to tu.t:e part i n tbe 

!irat d.e!tnite et!ort to eleva t e the ra1lroa.c! trecka fUld. 

eliminate the ~rade-cr~::u:ain;-a from the e treeta o! your 

beautiful city , 



Since I have been in llashint:ton thorou.t>hly uee!ul 

and neceeaa.:ry 11roJech of that ltlnd have been :ade poeaible and 

accelcuted by the cooperation, throueh loans and thr ough 

grante, o! the 7e.!ero.l Goverl'll!lent. ~ Q\· ,teM'"ciL.nf ..:t.M'i' 

lee;lel t 

~·· Syracuse University neede~ thi& 

!:edical Builc!.ins in order to carry toward the !tne aentce 1t 

is renderina; in the t.,.aining o! Doctors, who, for :D!Il'Y long 

ye!'.re to co::~e, will care tor private and ~;ublic !lealth in this 

J't;..-;;-
~ and in mf'ny others. This buildine:, in ... t:bo iOOl~ 

")/ .,,.. 'f,,,,t,,/\$. 
,(.,.-1 serve# c. useful purpoee. That wu one of ~. Another 

~· wae to give uaetul 110rlc, at goiDt, n.gea, to a larc;-e 

nWllber of Alnsrican citizens who were in <!.i re neec of work. 

E:nplo)'llent on the job iteelt did not end the contribution by 

the F&dera.l Governuent. HundreCa of men were employed ir. 

prive.t!! 1nduetry in .)rder to turn out the nwterio.le o! :nnny 

kinde -- the raw materials and tl1e proceaeed. 11111terials --
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• which .. ere produced in the 11tnea , the qu.o.rriee and the !o.oto:rlee 

or ltanY other locel1t1ea r.1thin the borders of the United St&tea. 

?1 ly, in the giving of Federal help, not onl;t, 

toward t~e conetruct1o of tb1o bulldine, but ale in a hW'I.d:red 

other wa.ya in Syracuee, as 

counties, etatee , 

tnetltutione of le lflL und inetttut e of philanthropy to 

eolve :tnanc problema which. three years ago re d.ra~ine 

them to rd ban~ruptcy . 

Bef·.re I left Albany the autl'.oritiee of ~. 

D,,,-
~~i.l!oo'-''""""'-· """'"H'--ea of ~ cities, pleaded with me in tho 

office o! the Governor to give the!ll State nseletance ... on the 

t;.round tho.t they hft.d reached the1::- debt liml ts or that the 

burden of tl:l.ct r tfi.Xotton hl'.d become intolerable . 'r'he State 

fov-~ ... .u., 1. / 
during tho111e four yca.n, nnd eubaequcntly dur lr-o the ~ ~ ~ 

~ Governor Lehman, did ita full share t o eave 

mun1c1palit1ee !r011 bankruptcy and prevent enor.:.oua 1noreuea 



_ ... 
in lOc:'\l tax r~<tes. The State and the Federal Oovernmen!J have , 

therefore, contributed their full et.are to the well- beint. of 

the home owner a.nd the budneot~C'.an, who, w1 thout auch a.aa18t,..noe 

fi'OU1:1 have been awa:r;ped d th loc~ t .. xee on their bo~r.ea and 

t.ua:!.oleaa :>rO]:;ertiea . 

I a.:n putioularly happy to t ake put in the 

dedication of thh !.:edlcal Bu1141:tt, at SyraCU!l:e Un1Vera1ty. 

/J, 1·•- 7'7 ~·H4• A. /._~ t t.;,;/r,;:_ 
'I'~ an ' 4 J ' p '*" nl.l:!lbf'r of,l doctore and nurnee; tnd in 

A /4-r?L /, r// /,;;;., ~,/ 
the tlelti. of education ~ a'"' • f hti$8 nu.:ab:.,. ct,., 

tee.ch'!u. 'Je have not reached the H;nlt . I say thit' l'J~c&ut~e 

d.urin, o. period in w!lioh ::r.".chinery red.uc:ec the use of human 

labor in tl:e production of thint:a , society ::ust extend. the 

use of h~IU\ l o.bor, of which doctors and teo.chers turnlnh n. 

r:;;lor.did exa 1ple, .:.n provldi:lC better cere, l>t'!tter educattvn 

for all o! .)Ur peo;>le in every co .... uunity . we thuA aaeht 

in h. ki ne u, the alack lihich modern 1nvtont1on creates . 



I extend IllY c;neratul.tt1one to the J;nh'~reity an~ to 

ell the c1 t12:ena ot 3yracusf' and t."l.e Stf' te ot Uew 'fork 1n the 

added uaetulneea to h~1ty which thh bulld.inc; provides. 



THE ONONDAGA 

Sopttmber 29 , 19:56 

It you spor.k at tho K~1ot.l Coller;e, I han 
boen a*ed by dou._ o! -~~ to r;lYtl you thh 
hhtorlael fu.t - -

'rho Srraous o 111..-cl.toal Colh&o u .. d to be tM 

old 0MUI'\'a Collec;o . 

DT, llhaboth Bl&otw.ll -• the tiut --.n 

phydotan to r ecdYO a Doctor' s O.Cr" in Alllerioa - -

.no sot it 1'rolll the Oonon lledioo.l , 

to say u.t )'Oil hop!M! tho ColliJ&O would Ia ep up thh 

fino tradition of welo-U~« -~~~~ to the lleclioal 

Thb -.y oot M Wpol"'tut but. the -ll ••• to 

thlDk you 'IIOUlcl want to -ention 1t, I lo" )'9\l• 

.\ttoot1o,.toly 

-----••••• • .-no•-----
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