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SPEECH OF TilE PRESIOE!If 

~!CAl C'll:TER, JERSEY CITY 

OCTOBER !, 1938 

It is a :>ri•Tilege to take part i n the dedication of thla 

Uedical Center -- the third largest mef!ical i nat1 tutlonal group in 

the United States . 

I U1 happy, too, that the Te:S.eral Government, through 

i te PUblic ilorks expenditurea, baa been able to ~a c.! aulatance 

to the muni cipal gover nment of Jeraey City and to Hudson County 

in maki ng this Center possible . Ae n mat t er of !e.ct, the 

expend! turee through the PUblic Ylorlt.s Adcliniatratlon are inoreaalne-

the capacity of American hoepltala by nearly 50,000 beda. tluring 

the d.eprenion the d.U'ficulty of obtaining funds through II!Wlicipal 

or private sources would have :r.eent a aerious shortage i n oaring 

for patients and i n giving the:~~ adequate faollities had it not been 

for fede r al a.DGistence through loans and g r Mts , 

But there 1a another reaeon for i ncreasi ng the bed 

capacity of the hoapi tala of the country . The lo!edicnl and Jluraing 

profesSions are right in telling u. that we cu.at do more to help 

the small inooc:.e familiae in times of siokneu. 
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Let rc.e w1 th great dncer1ty give the pra.18e which 11 

ciue to the Doc:tore of the !Zat1on for all th&t they have done during 

the d.eprnaion, often at great eaorifioe , in :r:a1nta.1n1ng the 

etanda.rde of cue for the eiok and in devoting themaelvee •1thout 

reservation to the high ideala of their profeasion. 

The I.:ed1oal profeuion can reet a.a8Ul"ed that the 

Federal .AdminiStration conte:11platee no action detri:llent.l to their 

1nterute . The action taken in th~ !ield of health, au shown by 

the prov1a1one of the splendid Social Secur1 ty Act recently enacted, 

1a olee.r. 

There a:re four p=ovieiona in the Social Seourity J.ot 

wh i ch deal with health; and theae provisione received the support 

of outete.nd1ng Dootore durins the hea.ringe before the oonsreu . 

The American !.!.ed1cal Allaoc1a.t1on, the A::lerioan PUblic Heal tb 

Aeaoo1at1on and. the State an4 Territorial Health O!Uoeu OOn!erenoe 

ciUile out in :Cull support o! tbe public health prcv1e1cne . Tbe 

Ataer1ean Child Health .A88Co1&Uon and tbe Cb1l<l 'feltare Leeeue 

endorud the Cl&terr.al and child. health proT1a1cne. 
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'!hh in iteelf auurea that the heal tb plana will be 

oanlod. out in a IUUlller oo~~~P&tible dth our traditional aoolal an4 

political 1n&t1tut1one. Let me ma.ke that point very clear. .Ul 

Statu an4 Ter rltor leo a.re now cooperatint; rlth the PUbli c Health 

Service. .Ul State£ except one a.re ooO;lCr at1ng i n m&t ernal and 

child heal~h service; all Statu but ten in service to crippled 

children and all States but nine in child welfare. 

PUblic support te behind thl a program: . But let cae 

atree e, in addl t l on, that tbe Act contains every preca.ut1on for 

\.... insuring the continued support and cooperation of the Uedloal. 

profenl on. 

In the actual adm1n1atrat1on of the Social SeC\11'1 ty 

Act we count on the coopera.tion in the !uture, as hitherto, o! the 

whole of the Uedlcal profe881on throughout the country. The over

whelll11ng majority of the Doctor• of the Nation n.nt ce4ic1ne kept 

out of pol1 tice . On oooaeiona in the paet attempts have bean made 

to put madioina into politi oa. Such attempt& have alwaya failed 
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Oovenuaent, State and Uo.t1':)nal , will call upon the Dootora 

of the Nation for their advice in the daya to come . 

It h many long yean ago that t!a.yor H:~.g'"Ue and. I d1eoovered 

a oomaon interest in the cau.ee of the crippled child. Thia grea.t 

Medical Center 1a , I know, cloee to hie heart. 1 congratulate him 

on the fulfillment of a eplendid dreL'll. I congratulate Jersey 01 ty 

anli Hudeon Cou."l.ty on modern fao111t1ea eurpa.aeed by no other 

coiiiiiWdty in America. 

. ........... . 



ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 

MEDICAL CEifl'ER, JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY 

October 2, 19.36 

Senator lloore. ~ lfl Friends and Hei&hbors 

or Jersez CitY: 

I don•t think there is any person with red blood in 

their ·uins that could help but be thrilled by this wonderfUl 

sight bef'ore ae. I don ' t think there 1s aD3'body with red 

blood in their veinS that could help but be thrilled by these 

bu1ldin&s behind me. (Appl.ause) And so I aa very happy to 

come here to take part in the dedication or this, the third 

largest medical institutional group in the whole or the 

United States . 

The Karor has been kind enough to say that this Medical 

Center would not have been possible without some rinancial 

help rro. the Federal Government . But, rrr:1 rriend.s , remember 

that it was not just financial help that created this Medical 

Center -- it was something more important than dollars and 

cents . It waa a dre&JD or your llayor da~ing back many years . 

That is what built the Medical Center. 

In the great work or takina care or aick people, the 

Federal. Government and the local governments have been glad 

to play their part . It ia tr1.1e that the PUblic Works Adlll.in

i stration in Washington baa helped various communities in 
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increast.ng the capacity ot .bedcan hospitals 1n the past 

two years by SO,OOO beds. 

(All or the foregoing wae: extemporaneous . It 

took the place of the following which appears 

in the copy released to the Press: 

It i s a privilege to take part in the 

dedication or this Medical Center -- the third 

largest aedical institutional group in the United 

States. 

I am happy, too, that the Federal Government, 

through its PUblic Works expenditures, baa been 

able to be of assistance to the municipal. government 

ot Jerser City and to Hudson County in makin& this 

Center possible. As a matter of fact, the expendi

tures throua:;h the Public Works Administration are 

increasing the capacity or berican hospitals b7 

nearly !iO,OOO beds.) 

During the depression ~ the d1tt1eulty of obtain

leg tunds through municipal or private sources would ha.ve 

meant a serious shortage in (carins for patients) ~ 

sara of' sick people and in giving them adequate facilities 

had it not been tor Federal assistance through loan• and 

arants. 

But there it another reason f'or increasina: the bed 

capacity of the hospitals of the country. The Kedical. and 
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lfursina: professions are right in telling us that we DNst 

do more, ~. to help the slll411 income ru111ea tn 

ti11es or sickness . 

Let me ~ with great sincerity ( give the) 9Uh! 

nJ!i praise which h due to the Doctors and t he Nurses or 

the Nation tor all that they have done during (the depr ession) 

those ditfic;ult uara that lie behind us, orten at great 

sacrifice, 1n maintaining the standards or care tor the sick 

and in devoting themselYee without reservation to the hi&h 

ideals of their proteuion. 

(The Medical) ~ profession!. can rest assured 

that the Federal Administration contemplates action only in 

their interest (no action detrimental to their interest&.) 

~. Just ip paning, the splendid Social Security Act 

recentlY enacted by the Congress . (The) ~ actton taken 

in the field or health (as shown by the provisions or the 

splendid Social Securit7 .let recently enacted,) is clear. 

For that Act uts up pqt mutlv thfl upemplgmapt Jp:mrance 

!or people who, throu.sh no !aul.t o! their own, ~ 

work, but also that .let contains tour provisions that are verz 

o!ten !orgotten, especiallY in the heat ot a political cam

R!!i!!· Those tour provisions haTe to do with healt h , (there 

are tour proviSions in the Social Security Act which deal with 

heal.th;) and (these) !h2.U. provisions received the support 

ot outstandilll Doctors durin.: the hearings be!ore the Congress. 

The J.lller ican Medical J.asociation, the American Public Health 
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Association and the State and Territorial Health Otticers 

and I think; the nurses ' associations as well cue out in 

!'ull support ot the public health prcrv1 s1ons, The (American) 

Child Health Association and the Child Wel!'are Leacue 

endorsed the maternal and ehild health prOYisiona. 

This in 1tse1f assures ~ that the health 

pl ans will be carried out in a manner compatible with our 

traditional social and political institutions. Let me make 

that point ve ry clear. J.ll States and Territories are now 

coopera ting with the Public Health Service. (ll.l states 

except one) And nearly all or them are cooperatin& in 

maternal &nd child health service; (all Stat ea but ten in 

service to crippled children and all States but nine tn 

Child weltue .) !:M_, last but not l east, in serrtce to the 

cripoled children or the Nation. 

Public support is beb1o4 this prosraa. (But) Let 111.e 

(stress, 1n addition,) ~ tb.at the Act contains eT!I'T pre

caution tor insurin& the (continued) support and cooperation 

or the Kedical ~ profession. 

~ in the actual adainistration of the (Social 

Security) Act which has Just b!fn put into ertect we count 

on the cooperation in tha rutura, (as hitherto,) or the 

whole or the Kedical. profession throughout the country. 

The crnrwhelmin& maJority or the Doctors or the Nation want 

medicine kept out of politics. On occasions in the past 

atteapta have been made to put medicine into polltics . 
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Such attempts have always tailed and al•ars will tail . 

Government , State and National, will call upon the 

Doctors ot the Ration tor their ad"Yice in the daye to come. 

(It is many lon& years ago that Mayor Bacue 

and I discaYered. a co-on interest in the cause 

oE the crippled child. fhis great Medical Center 

1a , I know, close to his heart . I CODir&tulate 

him on the fUl.!illment ot a splendid dream. I 

congratulate Jersey City aDd Hudson County on 

•odern tac:111ties surpassed by no other co-unity 

in Aaarica.) 

(The following was exte11poraneous:) 

A great marcy- years ago I discO'Vered somethina: and so 

did Mayor Ba.gue. we diaccwerad a common bond, a common 

interest in the cause or the crippled child. '!'hat COIItllOD 

bond has persisted through the years. I have tried to help 

in m:r 11a1ted way . Frank Bacue has done a great aerYice, 

not only to you good people who are aliTe today in Jersey 

City and Hudson County~ but a service that is goina: to last 

for many, many generations to come . It is a service than 

which there 1s no higher within the range or the bounds of 

human end.eaTor. K&Jor Hague and his: associates, Jlayor 

Hague and the people of this city have pointed the way to 

mar:cy' other communities in the Nation. Kay they see the 

fruition of this splendid dream. 
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And so I eongratulah ht. especially on tbia tul· 

tillment and, indeed, I congratulate Jersey City and 

Hudson County on the modern tac111tiea that are surpauad 

by no other community in America. (Prolonged applause) 
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