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IJIFORZ.:AL E~E::PORA!:-E:OUS R!:JA.~S OF THE PRESIDEI:T 
GROUND Z?.F.Aim:;;. CEREJ.:O:IIES 

QUEENS J.l!DTO''IN TU:!t!El.. , NEil¥ YOtt.l(, Jl , Y. 
October 2 , 1936, 5 : 00 P . U. 

(Hon . Alfred B. Jones , as Cha1r::\o.n of the 
Ne" York City Tunnel Aut:,.,rlty , !)re&l d&d . 
The speo.lterr oreced1n! the Presi dent 't.'8re 
Jesse J ones, Senator '.t ·ner, Sec:retttry 
I ckes and Unyor Lo.Gunrdta . ;Jayor ~Gu .rdla 
1nv1ted the Preatdent t' at t end t:-.e 1939 
\iorlds Fnlr. He also .,reFented ti:e P"eel­
dent with a ae:ll~rah1!) 1n U:e 09erat1r:t, 
En( 1neers Unl~n . ) 

!.!r. !.:ayor, Ur. Chalr:-::an, ladles nnd entle~ en: 

That cart~ l s a v e ry essentll'.l .,ar t or thlls 

ceremony. They would not stArt tht~.t shovel to l'tOrk 

without lt . 

I t hi nk. the Uayor 1& r l ht and I hope he ill 

rlpht ~bout the caoao1 ty 1n which I aa. to coca back 

here ln 1939. (A'lplAu se) Eut even 1r I an a ;)rlvate 

c1 tlzen, I do want somebody t'J ask me to r i de through 

the tunnel 1n t he rtrst l)rocese:lon that r.oes thr?urh . 

(Applause) 

Now, I eo back. n l en ray - I go back four 

years more than hAlf a century nnd that 1 !:. \~hy I AD. 

qualified t o tal!t about the epi c or Queens. I t 1 a one 
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or the aoat aaazlng atorlea ln all or 11odern clvlllzatlon, 

not only Queens but all these Bor ugha or the Cl ty ot 

New York. Halt a century ago they were dltterent ol tlea 

and out here they were villages. In those days and here, 

trlthln our own lltetlu , we have seen a great Bor .>ugh ln 

the greatest city ln the worl4 grow until lt hlu • ore than 

a •lll1on human bel nga lh'lng 1r1thln lts borders. '!'hoae 

bu:um belnga desern good transportation. 

When I was a ell4ll boy there was only the old 

Brooklyn Bridge and a lot or rerrlea. Someti mes, 1n the 

winter tlae, the rerrlee did not run because or the loa. 

It you 111anted to ge t out into the country and see the 

green t1elda and the cows and the chlc.kene , all you had 

to do was to take a terry aoroaa to ~ueena . I belle.-e 

there a re at111 halt a dozen tarua ln thla Bor"ugh , but 

thclr l!a,.-s o.re numbered. So, ln th1a half centur7 of 

one generatl on, we have •een one of the grea.te•t tran•-

1t1ona that has ever occurr ed 1n the h1atory or c1v111za­

tlon. 

I so back a few years to when I OA!IIe back from 

Wa•h1ngton, after the World War, to practice law 1n New 



- 0 -

York. At ~hilt t1~:~e I attende4 a conference, I think 

lt l708 in 19?.1 or 19~2 1 to talk. ab:Jut a tunnel !roo 

Lllt.nhattan to Queens. It 18 true that is he.B taken 

fifteen years but , on the other hand, 1 t has only 

taken, ns the Jh.j•or aald, sl:x o,.. seven months since 

we put our sh lUldera to the trheel and got tl.e bill 

ttr-ough the L"'~lslature at Alblln;y and noll' h"re 11 

the steM shovel. 

I an Vfl!ry l)roud or what has been done . I 

&1:1 not only 9'"0ud ot the 1)rlv1le e that r.e have hl".d 

ln Waahlngton ln helnlnp the Clty or Uer. York ln 

s t o.rtlng and conmletlnr, a lnrre nut1ber or very 1 10rtant 

..,ubllc lJOr ks , 1;1ubllc worka that '1'1'111 be usef'Jl, lU :l1o 

"orke that are r-lvtnr, 8fl1)10)'l:lent to thousands or men 

l'.nd 1fO!:len, but I "'-"t to say also that tr.ese ?ubllc 

works which have been 1nlt1ated 1ro·~ld not have been 

:"J:H!slble had lt not been tor an 1ntell1cent , oush1ng, 

&g('ress1ve Ad~1n1atrat:1on 1n the City orNe" York. 

(Applause) 

Every once 1n n ll'h1le our J.layor would al 1p 

do1m to 1f&sh1ngt:)n(Luughter) and when I heard he Wll& 

colllll'lf: 1n I would eay to ayaelr , 1 That 1s Another five 
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