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INFORMAL EXl'EMPORANEOUB REMARKS BY THE PRESIDEIII' 

FROY THE REAR PLATFORM OF HIS SPECIJ.L TRAIN ....._,.~ 

DODGE CITY, KANSAS 

October 12, 1936, 9 . 15 P. M. 

(There wer e about 30,000 people in the audience.) 

lily f r i ends, I am glad to come into Kansas . (Applause) 

I have been through here maey, man.:r t1•e• before 

and I wilh that this time I could have been in this part 

ot t he State by daylight becau.sa I have wanted to see 

condi tion. with llfY own eyes . 

I know soma of t he problems that you have had, es

pecially in t his drought year. I am not goin& to talk 

to you about your own local affairs or about your State 

affairs because you lcnow aore about the~~ than I do . 

But I do want to say a taw words about what we have 

been tryins to do all through this drought area durin& 

t he paat f ew months and what we are trying to do this 

Wint er a nd next Spr iiJ8 . 

The thing we a r e up acainn is alaost nation-wide. 

By that I •ean that while tha drought area does not cover 

t he whole nation, the effects ot the drought attact people 

i n t he East and all the way out on the Pacitic Coast . 

That 1a well borne out by the other side of the picture, 

t he tact t hat during theaa past three years we have come 
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into a growing prosperity. I waa saying this morning 

that three yeara ago, when I came through, there wer e a 

lot ot tourtsta going through the West, but thiO' were 

going throuah the West on box-cars and on the tops ot 

trains. How ther e are more tourists but thQ' are 1olng 

through in Pullmans. (Applau .. ) 

In other words , the purchulng power or t he Nation 

h belns r estored and, 'lihUe I recognize the tact that you 

had a mlahty short wheat crop, it is just as ••11 that 

wheat was brina:tnc a dollar a bushel or aore and not .30 

cants. (Applause) 

And I could go on. The tact or an lncreaatns purehas

tng power means tha t the 11erchants in all of these towns 

are selling more goods . "'han they are selling more goods 

it ceana that the people in the industrial areas have •ore 

work and it they have more work, they can eat aore beet and 

more wheat . That is what .. lr.ea it a rounded picture. I 

think we are eoaing to r ecocnhe that all over the country. 

And the cost or it - - yes, there has been a cost in 

keepi ng people !rom starvation, in keepin&: people !rom losing 

their !anas and their homes, but it is not only 110ney well 

spent but it 1s 11oney coaing back a thousand ti•e• OTer. 

All we have to do 1a to brina so.~e or these ttcures with 

nine or twelve zeros al'ter thea down to a point where you 

and 1 can underst and them. 1 will put it to you this way : 

1 will put it in the form ot a ~uestion : It somebody caaae 
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to :you and said, "It you will borrow $800 and by borrowing 

that tsoo inerea se your annual 1nc0111e by $2200, " •oul.d you 

borrow it or not? 

(Audience: •Yes . • ) 

Well, that is a pretty 1ood 111\Utration or what bas 

happened in the past three years . The Federa1 ~ernment 

has gone into debt a net amount or eight billion dollars, 

but the national income in those three years has increased 

over twenty-two billion dollars eveey year. (Applause) 

I u fairly confident that 1t we keep thincs lOin& 

the way they are and tackle the problems like the d.rought 

with the understandin& that you people are out here and 

your children a r e goirl8 to be here and that you are going 

t o keep on beinc farmers in this section, that you are a:otng 

to keep on r aising cattle, I u Quite certain that when I 

COli& back here again durin& the next tour years I Will t1nd 

thil'llll batter than th81 are today. (Applause) 

Incidentally, let me remind you out here in west ern 

Ka.nsu that I am making the sue kind of a talk out here 

that 1 a. making back East. (Applause) 

1 whh I could vi sit wi th you a little longer. This 

is, as you ~tnow, a very intor!Ul. talk. 

I a.m lOin& to ask you to excuse me t or a Tery simple 

reason. I have a sort or double duty to perform at thla 

particular time. I am a candidate for re-election (applause) 

and. this h , I suppose, a political trip. Nevertheless, 
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almost every station that we come to, we are gottin&: either 

doc\lllents or papers to be aigned or telegrams on ?.'hich we 

have to tate action, telecrua and papers that are sent 

to us !rOll the national capital for us to work on. Onl.y 

this afternoon we have had a sreat ~ thtnss sent to us 

to decide on and I have to remember the ract that I am 

still Preaident or the Unihd States . (Applause) 

So, lilY friends, I &m going to ask you to excuse ae 

because I aiaply have to 10 back to work on .. 11 and tale

crus it I aa to get to bad before 11.1dn1ght. 

I wish you all sorts or luck. Goodnight. (.lpplauae) 

(the President moved around to the side ot the 

platform so that the people a.lon&aide the train 

could get a view of hi.a. He said:) 

Before I co in I want to introduce to you a neichbor and 

.triead ot 70ura , a man Who understands agriculture throu.ghout 

the United States, I think, batter than any other un in the 

United States. That was why I made Henry Wallace or Ion 

Secretary of' Agriculture. Hare he is . (Applause) 

(Secretary Wallace than dda a brief' speech end •as 

followed by Senator McGill, who introduced Mrs. 

RooaaTalt, who said: •I think that Senator McGill 

should do tha talkin&, Thera ar e times When WOllen 

should talk and times when they should not . At 

campa11n times, campaignina: should be lett to the 

men.•) 
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