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• lNFORliAL £XTDIPORANEOU8 REKARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

October 15 , 1936, 10 A.ltf. 

(Go'fernor Uu~hy introduced the President. ) 

Mr. Mqor, Governor Murphy, 1Q' t rlende: 

I am very glad to come to Gra.nd Raplde. I have 

alwaye had a eott spot ln ray heart tor Grand Raplde and 

thle part of the State of IUohlgan because eo man)' or the 

good people here are d eeoended f ro. the B&ll8 old Holland 

at ook that I am. (Applau .. ) 

Down l n Waahlngton, ae you ean well 11\aglne, 

when we are making up the Budget, every department or 

the Gavernment wants to have a little blt •o••oner. 

lhen the Prea1dent ot the United. States atarte 1n t o pare 

the Budget &nd cut it down, the f'aYorlte expreea l on la that 

1t h ln 111 old Dutch blood to out lt down. 

Laat night, l n Chi cago , I was talking about the 

condi tlone ae the y were tour years ago and the compari •on 

between then and today. Grand Rapid• 1• a very good ex-

ample or what has happened ln t our rea r s . On • or the 

point• I might IaAke 1s that the return or pr oeperlt:r 

d1dn 1 t juet happen. Something had t o b e done - - action 

had t o be taken t o bring proeperl ty back. 
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In Grand Rapl d e, y ou have an &X&IIIple ot how we 

thought t hlnge through. The tlrat thtng ln 1 33 wae t o 

a t op the people f rom etarvlng, to gl'Ye relief, t o g1:n 

work, to lend 110ney to •unlolpalltlee to 111&1r:e needed 

repatre -- ln other worde , to atop the denatlon fro~~ 

going on. 

After we had done that, the n came the next et ep , 

the taking of meaauree to enable peopl e to l mproYe their 

living oondl tiona . Aa a reeult or un,y agencLee, a!'ter 

we had aaved the homee , we e ncouraged people to bulld 

home a and to repair homu. The Fe4era.1 Houelng Admln­

letratlon, ln the last two :reara , hae been reaponelble 

t or the bu1141ng or improvement or over t1ve hundred 

111lll on dollar e worth or bo:aea . Let 1 t be aade per­

fectly clear that thle • oney wae not Govern.ent IIOReJ, 

It wa a all private money f rom private l ending agenolee 

and all the Government d i d wae t o inaure a por t i on ot 

the l oan. And, 1nc1dentall.Y, it waa prett.Y good buai• 

neae, baoauee the l oana are being pald, tor t he aiaple 

reaeon that people have got work. 

Then oame a third 1tep , and thia i e where Grand 

Rapide 001111111 ln. After the homee were bull t and modern­

ized, they had t o han a011ething t o put into the• , and 
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Grand Rapid& h turnhhing the varloua ele111ente that go 

into thoee new and aodentl&ed h011ee. 

It le, or oouree, a aatter or rfloora that the 

t'umlture lnduett7, Juet t o take one example of IIA"J' ln­

d uatrlee today , 111 working at a .uoh higher peak than at 

any t111e alnoe 1929. 

I believe that the people or thle country ap­

preciate the taot that w1 th intelligent lnterut on the 

part ot tbelr Federal Go•ernaent , we have aade ve17 

great etrldee ln the laet three and a ha1t yeare to 

bring the country back to nonual proeperl tJ. 

And eo, my trl ende, I hope ln the next tour 

yeare I ehall be able t o come t o Grand Raplde ae Pru­

ldent or the United St&tee a nd eee 7ou again. (Pro­

longed applau .. ) 



IHFORKJ.L EU'tllPOR.\NEOUS R.DI.UUCB OF TH£ PRESIDENT 

g~~e~r~~8i9~~io A.u. 

(Go·nrnor U.u:rphy introduced the 
Prea1dent) 

Mr. K&ycr, Governor Murphy, •Y frlend.e: 

I am very glad to come to a.ra.n d Rapid a, I ha:.-e 

always had a ectt spot in my heart for Grand Rapide and. 

tble part of the St ate of Uichiga.n becauee eo •any of 

the good people here are descended !rca the aue old 

HcllMd e tock t hat I aa. (Appl ause} 

Down in Jaahlngtcn, ae you can w'tll iu.glne , wben we 

are making up the Budget, every department c f tne 

Go•ernaent wante to have a little bit more 110ney. "hen 

the President of t h e United States etarta 1n t o pare the 

Budget and cut U down, t he ta.or1te expreuion h that 

1t 18 in •Y old Dutch blood to cu.t 1t do1m. 

Laet night, in Ch icago, I was talk1ng a'tout the 

condi tlcne aa they were tour year a ago and t he comparison 

between then and. today . Orand Raplda 1e a very gcod 

e xample cf what bae ha.ppened in four years. One ot the 

point e I •ight make 1e that the return o f proeperity 

dic.n' t juet happen . Something bad. to be done -- a c tion 

bad 'be be taken to bring proeperity back , 

In Orand Rap ida, you have an example of how we 

thought t blnge through. The tlrat thing in ' 33 wae to 
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etop the people I'rom starving, to give r elief , to glYe work, 

t o lend. !DOney to municipe..litiea to •a.ke needed repair • -

in other -.orda, to atop t he deflation fr0111 going on . 

After we bad clone that 1 then came the next atep, the 

taking of aeaaurea to enable people to 1D:prove tneir 

living conditione . J.e a ruuH of many ~nclu , after 

we had fU!LYed. the bomea, we encouraged. people t o t>uild 

bomea and to repair ho:Dea. Tne Federal Houdng A.d...lnletra-

tion, in the laat two years, b1U been reaponetble for the 

building or 1aproveaent of oYer nve hundred 111ll1on 

dollara worth of homes. LU lt be aad.e perfectly clear 

t hat thia money wae not Government money, It wa11 a..l.l 

prl•a.ta JIODIIY f rom private lending agencies and a.U the 

Governa~ent did was to ineure a. portion of the loan . 

.And, lnclden\ally, lt wa.e pret;y good bue lneaa . becaus e 

t !:l.e loana are cains paid, for the d•ple rea.110n that people 

ha:n sot work. 

Then oa.me a tnird atep, and this is where Grand 

Rapidt comee in. After the homee were built and aodernhed, 

they bad to ha.•e soaething to put into tll.ea a.n4 Gra.Dd 

Rapid.• 11 furnub.ing the •arioue elemente that go into 

tboee new and modernized home•. 

H 18 , of oouree , a. -a\ter or record. t hat the furniture 

industry, Jutt to take one U i!UIIple of many induetriet tod.&y, 

ill worlting at & much higher peale th&n a t any time Iince 1929 . 
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I believe that t he people of tbh countr y appreciate 

t he faot that with intelligent intereat on t he par t of 

t heir rederal Oo•ernment, we have 111ade very great et r id.u 

in the laat three and. a hal f yeare to bring t he oountry 

bacll: to norma1 proaperity. 

And ao , •Y frienda, I hope in the next four year a 

I aball be able t o come to Orand Rapids a.e Pruident of 

the Un1 ted Stat .. and eee you again. ( ProlOD4f&d applaa .. ) 
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