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SPEECH OJ' !'HZ PRESIDDl'l' 

ROOHES'I'ER, NEW YOU, 

OCTOBER 17, 1936. 

It wu a Yerr nice "thought. on the part of you goOd. people 

of Rocheate.r to g1·.,. ml thh b et1mon1al in t hia place . I t 1a not 

only the apot where I wae nominated. tor the 0oYernorah1p ot t bh 

g:reat State 1n 1938, but 1a 1a alao the apo t where I attended my 

fira t political oonnnUon in 1910. 

I re111ember that meeting of twentr-eh yeara ago ohietlr 

beca.uee of the faot th&t the city wae eo croWC..d that twelve ot 

ua troa the HU4acn Rher counUaa ha4 t.o aleep i n one room, an4 

ten ot ua t ouaM all night again.at t he other two who w.nte4 the 

aingla window kept oloeed. 'lboae in tuor of freab a i r won the 

day. Perbapa there 111 a parable in thie, because I ha.ve been 

fighting enr a1noe in behalf of treah air an4 treeb opportua\ ~Y 

tor t.he people of thia coWlt.ry. 

Since the Hocheater oonvenUon of 1928 IIUOb baa Jl&pPotned. 

That ,.eu wo ware in the mi4nt of the great jazr. era. - aooially, 

poU t1cally, eccnoeically and financially. •e wen nen then a 

dct !J&Uon though we ha.d not yet b-suD to feel t.be pain -



-a-

the headaches and the bea.r tl a.che• , 

It wu n lop-aided eoonoa y ••· wne 1 1Y1DS ln. !he weal tb 

of the l atlon •u be1f18 concentrated quietly and ,,.,._ .. . -~ .. ~~.w the 

han.de of a. few 1nd1v1duall Wltv ··~·e not only running the ID&jor part; 

o! our 0011m1erce and tnduatr y, but were aoiu&lly ru.nnina the proceuee 

of the lat1onal Oodrnaent 1helf . It ie an uh1'or t\l.n&te fact th&t 

they wer e 1ntereete4 in tbeil' own welfa.re 1netead of in the welfare 

of the grea.t majority of \be people wbo were engaged in bua1neu, 

Tbe prooeaa of gobbling up sore and !!:Ore independent 

bus1neeue by merger, by purc:ha.ee o r by reorganization wu go1Dg 

on apace. 

It wu not long &tter I became Governor that the 11r.1 .. 

fell, and it 1e perbape worth not1Uf t hat -.ben that happened your 

l tate goYernment undert ook cany pol1o1ea which were ul.timAtely the 

bub of the n&tlonal legiel a.t1on of the paet three and a h&l.f yeara. 

Fro• 1939 t o 1be epring of 1933, your State sovernment 

h&d to f1gbt the 4epre .. 1on al.one. TU 1t 1a a faot tbat tbh 

State was tbe f1nt to undert ake 1n a aajor way the Cl&ra Clf ita 



needy un-s>loyed. It wu, I thiDk, the that State to tie in the 

aucoen of U a fa.rming popul.ation with the proeptrity of ih 

induatrial population -- for 1t wu in thou rear• that n undertook 

to remc>'Ye au~inal land fro• oult1'Yai1on, W extend our forntl"J' 

u4 our p&rta, our fa.r&-to-ca.rket road.a, and our cooperation 1r1tb 

tl:le farm organization• and the fa.rmera themeelvee . 

In tboee years a.leo we e tarted the aplen4i4 eyetem of 

relief ! or the aged; we worked for the development of water power 

and for the reduction of ratea for eleotr1c1 ty, and • • greatly 

etrengtbened the lan for the proteot1on of labor. 



It i a alao true that in the aa. period tbe oppoe1t1on 

to social ard. aeoncmi c l egislation or this kin4 c~au from 

the aame 8Quroas i n thi s a tate whioh ha\0 opposed, and aNt 

opposing, the II&DI!I tJp& Of forward looking legislation and 

administr ation in the Mational Capital. 

I am happy indeed that during thaaa put three and a 

halt yaara the State ot New York baa continued and 

atrangthaned liberal govern~D&nt unde r the wiae and 

conscientioue leadership ot our great Governor , Harbert 

H. Lehman . Hh baa been a taek ot g r eat magnitude 1 but 

he baa met each pr obllllm with auocoaaf'ul action. He 1nd I 

orO happy toda.J that the worat or tho crlah is over. Be 

and I are !igbtir.g tod.IQ' againat the return o! !ormer 

conditione and forrDBr schools ot thought . 

I am happy to be back in my O'lm home State , to r I am 

proud or it. Deep down in IDJ heart I aa confident tbat 

government ltllc.h thinks in terme or hw::sanlty will continue 

in Al bany and in Washington in tho daya to c cme . 



ADDRESS OF THE PRE8IDENT 
ROCHE8T£R, N. Y. 
October 11, 19:36 

Mr Cha1nyn, ~. roy ay ql4 tr1fn01 ot 

-.m:: 
It wae a very (nlce) delightful thought on (the) 

..l.2.!:!.!: part (or you good people ot Rochester) to glve me 

thl a test111onlal ln thl& place. It 1a not onl7 the apot 

•here I •a• nominated tor the Governorship or thl& great 

State in 1928, but i t 1& aleo the apot ..tlere I attended 

my f1Ht poll tical convention (ln 1910) t•entY-dx uara 

yg. 

I remember th&.t (meeting of twenty-aix )'eara 

ago) nartlcular convention ln 1910 ohlefiy bec&.uu or 

the fact that the cltl' or Rocheater •a• eo crowded that 

t•elTe or u e fro. the Hudaon Rlver (oountlee) Valler 

had to eleep ln one room, and ten of us fought all nlgbt 

agalnet the other two (who wanted) ln order to keep the 

alngle wlndow (kept ol oud) .2P.!!!· Those ln favor ot 

treah alr won the day. Perhapa there la a parable ln 

thla, becauu I have been tlghtlng ever alnce ln behalf 

ot freah alr and tresh opportunl ty tor the people of 

thla oountrJ. 



-. -
Since the Rocheete r convention ot 1928 (much 

baa) unr things have happened. 'l'hat year 11'11 were in 

the a 14et or the great Ja~o~o era -- eoclally, pol1tlcally 

(eoonOIIlcally and t1na.nolall7) And nerY other traY. lfe 

were even then a t ick Nation though we had not yet begun 

to teel the pa1n {the h eadachee and the heartachee) . 

It ••• a l op-aided economy we 11'ere llvlng ln. 

'l'he 11111&1th or the Nat1on waa being concentrated quleklr 

and ateadllJ into the banda o r a taw lndlvlduala who 

were not only running the aajor part or our oo•merce 

and lnduatry, but were actually running (the proonaee 

or t he National) Government lteelt. It l a an unt'or-

tunate tact that they were lntereated ln their own wel-

rare lnatead or tn the welfare or the great aajorlty or 

the people who were engaged ln buelnees , lndu•try and 

agriculture. 

(The process of gobbling up more and more in

dependent bueineeeee by 11erger, by purchase or by reor

gan1z.atlon ••• going on apace.} 

It wae not l ong art er I beeame Oo•ernor that 

the ekiee tell, the craah cue, and 1 t h perhap• worth 

not1ng that When that happened your State Government 



-. -
undertook ma.ny pol i o1ea whloh ware ultlm.at aly (th e baala 

ot the) t o be recOI:II:'lended l n na tional l eglal atl on l n the 

paat three and a half yeara. We ln New York atar ted t he 

ball rolllng . 

F'roll 1929 to t he apr lng or 19:53, JOUr State Gov

arrunant had to tight the depreulon alone. Ye t 1t h a 

fa ot that thla St ate was the t1rat t o u ndortalta ln a maj or 

••1 the care of 1 ta needy uneoployed. I t waa, I think, 

the nrat State to tla ln the auccen or l tt tar.lng pop

ula tion wt th the proaJ')er1ty or 1 ta lnduetrlal population -

tor 1t waa in those years that we undertook to remove .!2!!!: 

aubmarglnal land f rom oultlvatlon , t o ext e nd our foreetry 

and our par ke, our !ana-to-market roads, a.nd our coopera

tion with the tan~~ organlzat1ona and the t&t'llara the•ael • ea. 

In those yeara alae •• atarted the aplendld aye

tom of relief for the aced: we worked tor the de•el opment 

ot water power and t or the reduct i on or ratee tor elec

tricity, and •e greatly etrengthened the law• ror the 

protection or labor . 

It 1• alae true that in the eame peri od, 1929 to 

1933, and zou 11i ght eaY down to t:b1a dat , the oppo•it1on 

to eoeial a nd economic legialat ion or th11 kind came t :ro• 



-. -
the eame aouroea 1n thl a State which ha.ve oppoaed, and are 

.!!!1! oppodng, the e&JU type ot forward- looking l egillla

tlon and adllllnlatratlon ln the National Capital ln Waeh

lngton. 

I am .!!!7 happy ( i ndeed) that during theu paet 

three and a half yeara the State of New York hal oont1nue4 

a nd atrengthened liberal government under the •lae and 

oonaclentloua leadership or our great Governor, Herbert 

H. Lehcan. (Applause) Hh hae been a task or great aag

nltude , but he baa met each problea w1 th auooeaaful aotlon. 

He and I are happ;r today that the woret or the orlsia h 

over. He a nd I are fighting tOday agalnat the return or 

fo~er oondl tiona and former aohoola of thought. 

,!2, •r trlande, thank You for thh welooma. 

Thank YOU tor coming out ln thla raln. I u glad to 

atand hera wl thout a hat ln the rain because they tell 

me l t h good for th1n hdr. 

I am happy to be beolt 1n my own h011e State. 

(tor) I aa proud or (1t) •1 h011e State. Deep c!own ln 

•1 heart I u oont'1dent that Oovern~aent whleh think• ln 

tenn or hUIIIanl ty w111 oontlnue 1n Albany and Wa•hlngt on 

1n the daye to oome. (Prol onged applause) 



IOO!I:ISTD, n:• ICIIU: , 

OC!'O&D 1 T • 1138. 

tint poll uoa1 _..uo~~o 1.11. uno, 

,, ~ 

t n of u toupt all 11.1ght ae:a1ut tbot otb•r two •bo .u~oted. u. 

•loll:: laUoa tbcNP " bad. 110t r.t bee= to t .. l tla• p&111.-



\be ha4aobu &A4 1111 heari ao!Moe . 

U -.. a lopo.el414 __ ,. """" lhl.Dc la. ft.• .-.1111 

ot the k UOD _. MlDC -ntn\M quiokly pd 1t...Uly lato \he 

~ ot a h • 1D4.h1.4u.le IIIIo •r• 110t. oaly n11a1J1i1 the -jo:r pU'\ 

ot ow- -1'0• Nld llldiMU,., bit - r• e.otu.ally nullliJic U.. prooe•

ot the Wat.loftal OoYII"ttiHAt. u .. u . It. b U!. Wltortu.Dah hot t.tr.at 

tl:ley .. " t.DtereetiC!. Ia t.hllr o• .. u ue l ut-.4 ot 111. ttr.e .. uaH 

ot ttr.e pN.t -.1ortty ot \be people wbo w.re ~ lA 't:IIMl-10 

IIM11ut.ry aad.e.plow.l t:w'l, 

'!lie PJ'OO"' ot ,otltlli.JIB up - r• u4 - re la.depeAC!.IIr.t 

W.l ra"" b y MJ'IIir, by pw"Ohul o r by reoqaal eat.IOD .,.. 101.-

It. ... DOt 10111 atte:r I bto..-1 001'1nGr t.tr.at. the Itt" 

tell, all4 u 11 per~ worth 110tt.ac ttr.at !!be t.tr.at NrppciC!. y

ltate 101'1m:MDt Wldertoot ..n7 polloi II .-hloh wr• ul. U&t.t ely tbl 

but• ot ttr.1 D&t.IOD&l lt~lele.Uoa ot the put ttr.r" &D4 a ba1:t J"'&:rl . 

rro- la28 to t be epr111t; ot l i», yoltt ltate p el'IISillnt 

U4 t o t l ;llt ttr.e 41prMel.oQ al-. Yet. 1t 11 a taot thd t.hle 

ltat1 -.. ttr.e tl:nt to Wlder\ab 1A a - j or _,. ttr.e ou• ot 1t1 



...., -..pl.OJM. lt ... , 1 tlt.l.ll:l, c.. ttn' ""'' W U e ta u.. 

nooNt of U t t&rllti!C popul&Uoa w1Uro the pl'1:'epuUy ot 1M 

1Dd\uob1.U populdton - tor U ... b U.O.e ''"' U...' • Wldert.oot 

t.o ~"' tut:.al'iJlllll. land t':roa CNl'haUoa, t.o u.,nd our tor"tl'7 

~ ov putt , ~ tan-W..Uke' ro.O.., Uld oar ooopertUOD w1'Ul 

t.llt t an orpll.lsaU cma t.ZIId. ~ tu.en t~ll•H. 

Ill \tote TIQ"S alto w •~ted Ule epleDdtd eyste. ot 

reUet to., tbe • •• - wo:rted. t o r \be O....los-eat ot -ttT poftr 

t.ll4 t or t lMI rectuctloa ot r at" t or eleot rtotty, &ll4 we p•tlT 

ltrftC\heAe4 t be l a n t or the; p R>teoUOA of l abo.,, 



It ill a l so true tbat i n the eA!lll period the opJOOdtlm 

to •octal au:1 ecooe&lo le&lelation of this kind oa::• tro• 

tb., eame eourcea i n tb.ill et ate Clioh ~d. opposed, ru'X1 are 

opposintr, the ea.. .... type ot forward looki ng l egislation o.n4 

a.c:tm.inletr a tion in the Uational Cnpital. 

I am h.o.PP::J indeed t hat during thoae pa~t three and a 

hall rears ';he St ate ot llew York ha.a continued and 

atr ongtbened liberal eovertmlllnt under tho riae and 

conaciontious lead.ernhlp ot o•1r n:-eat Oovemor, ner bGrt 

u . LelVi!&n. Si s hoa baen a taak o r r reat nsr.nit ud.o , but 

he ho.a met each ~roblom with aucceaat'ul action. lie md I 

41'8 h::.y;;r tod&:J t hat the •orst or t he crleia ia over. He 

ar.d I aro tt('.htlnt todoy a,.aina t tho ret urn of former 

conditione ana tc:r::6Jr ac~ooh ot thQU£ht . 

I 'ua hops:'f to be back ln 11!7 cnm hor:lO Stato, tor I D.lll. 

proud or i t . Daop down in CJ boo.rt I om ~nfidont that 

••OV<lrnlolOr:t tb.ich th1nke i n torr:• of but:'anitJ wil l oontinue 

in ·•lll&n:J and in !.uh.lngton in the da-,a t~ c cr.:e. 



"TA TEMENTS FilE 

POK 1111>01 IIUIOI OP 1'F.I PRI:SS 
l1o :"Jnee 

.lDII<&SS OP 'niB PRISIIliJIT A.1' ltOCIIIsriR, 
• • y ,, CC'fOBIC!I 17, 11136. 

• · H, Kotntrn tt "' • urr nRc t~:~:·:: :re:y: ,.:• :~·::. 
:~~~o~~:·!~t~:~:·~":.'f'~~~~~~!;rj~ ::~:r!'~:~ip !i ~~1~~. 
~~:~ ::,n;1!~~~:~~e~~~~-{~·\•~t -.bore 1 •tterded JitY 

t l"I.,.Wibor theo t/:m:f:· of ~~tt~•b )'elr• egOI d\1etly 
bOOIUII Ot tho UOt it.t he iflt!}t!' 10 CI'Owd.OCI ti\(t t wel'f'e Ot 

~~:.~~~~~s~i~:~.,!~ jt~:~:~-:~:-n~~r:jd!~~ \..:Y;!~:. 'lfl~~'i. • ~Mible ln t:1 u, bectuu 1 h..,o bien ti&bUna 
tYor dnll lnbehlolt ot rroah all' ard tr .. h oprortWllty tor the 
people or tt.la oour.u·,. . ...,......_ 

Slneo the l!ochn•er con'f'.,''-1on at 1(128 ~h lla. hlppened. 
~t ,. .. r we wore ln th• aidat ot the v .. t J•u era - eocllllJ , 
pel1t1celly,);o;:onooo.ictll7, aM u ... r.cllllJ)~ •• •11'• t'f'tn t.h., a 
~!\!:!!:.. ·:f ;: ::!r~o!e:!:faun to lee11~~e plln --

lt WII I l0p•t1ded ICOl".a.;f WI wert lhl~ :~, 'f'he WNlth 
at the ktot1on ••• bU.J'-8 co~omt,·attd quickly~~ at .. dllJ into tho 
h.londa ot • tew 1n:l1v1<1uehwho•ore notoulyrunnirl6 thamajor 
pertot ow- c-erceu>a lnduatry, bu.tweroaet\1.1117 l'Wlnlns 
....,., ptdi&BJeu t ;L ' OoveriWit(ll'lt ltult. lt 11 an W\• 

torturwtehot thstthcyMrolnteroet1111n tllolrownwelrere 
1natee1 ot ln the wel t'1oroor thl Bl"llto:Aijo-rlt7 or tht pe-ople 
w! o wore l!\51'!1d jnbuctnu~ , lndu1try and •s-rlcu lture . 

C-~~·::::~r~·:.:r:;,-~~!a:O~; Wr~~t.m:Se:, s••ns 

tt na not lon& «ftor t b,.., .. oavernor thu. the •le• till, 

;~t!t~:er~~r· u::;~:t!.~,. u;!~~~:: ~~!h~w.n:it~e~,. 
tl'r9-bi~IWtlOnallqlllatloaorthepeatthree•r>de 
hilt 7•r•· v ' v 

,.._ 10211 to the IJ'rint; of 10~, )'OW' $tete Oo:o~nt h•d 
to rl(-,ht tn. o:l~preulon dor.c. Yet 1t la • feet U..t thll ~tete 
••• t~e neat to um ·rtlli:e 1n • .. Jar ny the ••:r" at Ita needy 

:::~!?!'r' lt!tr:-r!I~ =~~;ti~~ ~~rht t~1~o!:O:~:y1~t t:11'!. tn-
du•trtel rort•l.atlon -- tor lt wu In thoeoy011r1 thltwe\lft<oer
tooktor,•..,.,.c'".ubmarglnlll.aD.lt'l'ooacultlntlon, toutendour 
rorutryena ourperka , ourrera-to-l'larlcotrot-d• , anllou:reo 
opcrattonwlth thete=organl~tlont and the t erMra them..elvn. 

tn tl\011 ye~re ~>ho •• •t•rttd tht lplend14 171U11 or 
rollattor tho•ced; we worked tor thedtvllo~torwater 
pawor llld tor tho reduction or rate• tor obotrlotty, 1nd we 
vceu, ltrftt&theMul t.~e h•• tOl"" the p-ouotlon or lebor • 

... J )tl 

IOele~t,!!. :!!:o!~e~=~!~~t!~e.~•;l!"~t".J ~-
0~;".!1::,!" .':. 

:::·:;,.!"o~~~!.!t~ l:'"Jl~ ~:;~:t~::·.!te~ni:~:~~ rn· 
t.he .. u,r.clcaritol. 

J ••"\.PlY~ thlt durin~~~: tb.-10 plat thrM and • belt 
,...,r• t~ • ~~ue or llolw vorA: h'loa cont1nU..cl. Ind. et.renathenld 
Uboorll ~,.~rl\DII.t W'lllcr till WI•• end COilliOlontloua le.dcrtt'J.p 
or our •?'• t Oovcmo• , Herbert a. r;.._n:- lfll h11 b .. n • t11lr. 
or IJt'<tlt •flr.ltudc, but ho hill SlOt euh P'Obl- wltl IUCCIGUf'Ul 
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