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INFOPJU.L EXTDlPORANEOU8 RDU.RKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
HAR!'P"'RD , 00NNECTICU1' 

October 22, 19:58, 10.:50 a.a. 

(The Preeldent wu introduced by Governor Crou . ) 

Governor Oroee, Ua:yor Spellacy, my tr1enda or 

CoMeot1out: 

You are •ore than rr1ende 1n Conneot1out, tor 

you are •7 nelghbora. (Appl auee) Jrfo one oould tall to 

be inap1red by th1e wonderful eigbt before ae. Tene or 

thoueande o r •en, WOlle n and ohlldren -- even the oh1l-

dren -- not onl7 the men and woaen, but the oh1ldren t oo. 

(Applauee) And the7 are taking, all or :you, mor e or an 

interest tn the probleme or governm.ent and t he future or 

the country than at any ti11e befor e in our American hie-

tory. 

I &Ill here 1n a t wo-told capaoi ty. I aa here ae 

Pree1dant t o talk with your Gonrnor and your State ortl-

o1ala, ;rour Congreeuen and ;rour Senatore, in rega.rd to 

the problem or tloode. And I am here &leo, I am told, a e 

a candidate tor a hi gh publ1o otrloe. 

My old trlend, To• Spellacy, has told me that 

where I am etan41ng today, at thh moment, t he water would 

have been up around 111.7 hlpe 1! I had been here at the tiae 
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ot the g r eat flood. 

I think that we can get a 11 ttle parable out or 

tha t nood -- a parable relating to goverflllent and the rea­

eon ,.h¥ your Qoverncent ln Walthlngton hae t o keep in oloee 

with the gowerraente ot the etat ee and of t he oltlee o r the 

Nation, and why, unde r certain olrcwutancea, the Go•ern­

ment at 'll'aehlng t on mu a t help . 

Thle River of youre goea through t our etatea -­

Venaont, New Kalllpehlre, Kaa .. ohuaetta and Connecticut. A 

l arge part of the flood qtere that vlslted you reoentl;r 

had their o rigin ln aome othe r etate. No utter what you 

do l n Conneotlout , no matter how many dlkee you build, no 

matter how many precaut1on1 you take, unleu the tloode 

are controll ed at the eour oe of the River, 70ur work will 

b e ln va1n . That l a whr the problem of floode lnYoh·ee 

aore th&n one atate. 

Ther e are t wo approache• t o that problem: !'he 

f i rst 11 by the met hod of oooperat1on between ata t es -- the 

1nterat &te oo-p&ot •ethod -- and I a. glad to U7 that theee 

s t atu or New England a r e .orking together, plann1ns tor the 

control ot fl oods. But, ay rrhnds, that •et hod 11 tnautt1-

o1ent l n itself . You oannot aet t he Sta t e or Vera.ont, tor 

ex&llpl e, t o pay the entire coat or oontrolllng the tlood 
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watera that flow through Ver.ont. 'l'he chlet benefit le go­

ing t o be not to Vermont , but to !laa aachueette and Connectl­

out. 'l'hen again, when you oCI!Ie t o the final preble~~, you 

tlnd thft, t you have the duty of the Feder&]. Go·nrlUIIent to 

control the water• of navigable rivera, and rour rederU 

Goverl'llllent etanda ready to do ita share towards flood pre­

vention ln t he future. (Applauae) 

It 1a a happier CoMectlcut that I have come back 

t o than the Conneotleut I ••• ln 19;,2 , 

I do not partloularlJ like t l guree and nei ther do 

you, but Juat l18ten for one • lnute : 

In th1e State, employr.aont ln the Cl ty of Hartford 

&lone le torty- nve per cent greater thla year than lt wae 

in 1932. Aggregate payrolls are eighty-t-o per cent greater 

than ther were l n the Bpr11'6 ot 1933. 

Twenty- three thoueand worker & haTe been re-e•ployed 

by prlvate lnduetry and payroll• are runnlng at the r ate ot 

for ty-tour • 1111on dollara a year more than before reoovery 

began. 

Bulldlng oonatruot1on h up tour tl111111 tlhat it waa 

1n thou daJa, and the retall atoraa are aall1ng twant;y-elght 

per oent mo r e merohand1ae than they aold then. 
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And beoAuu Conneotlout, l ike the State o r New 

York, l a &leo an agriculturAl eta te, let •• point out to 

you that ln the State, the value or your tal'!l prOduot t - ­

I mean the money received by the !art~~era o r the State --

ha l gone up somewhere be tll'een thirty &nd forty per cent. 

And l et me point out to you that when we are 

tak.J.ng atock we are thinking not only of our own olty, 

not only o r our own etate, no t only ot the region or 

etlltea ln which we live , but we are thinking about the 

Nation aa a whole, realhlng tt.t the pro~erlty of the 

Welt ta r e fl ected tn the prosperity or the Eaet, and that, 

unlees the cotton rar:oer ot the South can get a fair prloe 

tor hie cotton, he le unable to buy the manufactured prod­

uote of New England. 

'l'hat le the l ee eon that we haTe learned theee 

peat three yeara, and that 11 why your Admlnhtrat1on ln 

Waehlngton baa been thlnklng about the return or pro•p•r-

1 ty 1n ter:a• or the 'llhole Natio n and not Juat ln tertii or 

on e part of the Natlon. 

And, my trle nda , I regard the State or Conneotl­

out aa a very integral. part or the llatlon. (Appb.u .. ) 

I - glad that proaperlt)' le baok wlth ua agaln 

and, belleve •e, lt 11 golng to •tay. 
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And I know that on the third ot No•s•be r , 

tl•e ln the evening, I &II going to get a telegru troa 

'Ill bur Croea and 'I'om Bpellaoy, and a l ot of •1 old tr1ende 

here, t elling me that the State or Conneetleut le ln the 

tlemooratle eolWlln. (Prolonged applauee) 
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