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SPZEOH OF 'fH£ PR!:SIDEN'l' 

HOI'.o\1\0 UNW-RSITY 

OO'l'OBER 2&1 19;,& 

I have e. epeclfll 1ntereat ln Howard Uni versity, because 

the Oovernoent or the United !Jtatee has long had a apeolal 

relat1oneh1p to th1a lnetltutlon. 

SL-l.oe 1879 Conc.,.en has ~~~&de continuous and 1ncreadn& 

Appropriation fl"'\1" by ye"" to help 11eet the general expeneea of 

the Un1vere1ty and ita verloue <'lepo.rtmen!;a -- a n<l. to provi~e new 

bu11d1nge. A!ld ln part at leaet the !>epnrt'!lent or the Interior 

eheree ln t."tro responsibility for the Adminletratlon ot t.'lte 

Un1vert1ty. I n a Yer-y real aenu, therefore, Howard iB one or 

the Natlon1e inetltutlone. 

But I would be in':.ereeted in this Univer-ei ty eve!"! '!:hough 

the Govcrn~aent had no euoh rell!.t1onah1p to it , 

Ite roundlr.e as an 1netltutlor. for- the ..1.rocrtoen negr-o 

was ft 81gn1!1ctont ocoaalo., , It typlfie~ Aoer-1ca 1e tn1th in the 

(J abUlty or ae.n to rec~ond to oppor-tunity ret:ardleee or t'I'IOe, 

or oreed or- color. 
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The American NlllfP'O ' a ruponu to thie opportunity ln the 

field of higher learning hae been proii!Pt and eager IU ln other 

flelda. In 1867 at the tlret ter111 of Howard Untveralty ninety­

tour •tudents enrolled, To~ there o.re nearly two thousand 

etudent. on the l1ets. 

Howard Unlverdty hae not only srown atefltHly ln null'lbera, 

but alto ln the range or ita oouroea . To provide equal opportun1t1eo 

tor Ntr&rO ••~ and wo: en, tl':e Unlver~lty ottere 1n1truot1on ln ltl 

colleeee of liberal arte, me~l'J lne, "'e"l'lt1Btry snd phor!Moy and in 

the eohoola of l ew, enl!lneerlnc, arohlteoture and mu11o . A graduP.te 

school, reo~ntly organl~e~, attreots craduatea of other colleges 

n!id un.l.vereltlee e.nd h.AI!I helped to !llf'ke Howara Unlver'!lity a real 

center of Negro culture in Al:lerloa. 

Howard with Juat1f10fltlOn aay tr._.e pr\tle 1n 1ta }'t~!'l 

stsnde.:rth ot soholttreh1p among other Atter1ean un1vera1t1eo. I ta 

ael':oole or law and mad1o1ne are rateC' fi.!IIOng the Clan-A aohoole 

1n the Nat1on. 

Deep1te the oonetont reh1ng ot the eeholut1o etandat>dl 

or the Un1vere1ty, as the yellrll went by, the ~er»nd tor hlghet> 
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V educa tion asong our Nee;:ro oltlz.ene increased t o an extent whloh 

created a atratn upon ita fno111t1u. 

v 

And ao the Federal Government hal provided three new 

atruoturee for lt. 'l'heee represent the happy oonJunotlon of two 

lmportfont Federtll Government programa to meet the d1ffloult1ea 

of t;he depre1111on. '!'hey are a pc.rt of our nat1on-'1"1de proJects 

to reduoe uneoployaent by building useful public worb. They 

a re also a part of our llflt10n-w1de program to ensure the noNS.l 

malnte!".:~.noe &.."14 neoeeaery expantlon of educational fAo111t1ea for 

youth even l n a time of depreaelon . 

Cur purpose wae not only to provl(!e 1"0rk i n all aeottone 

for all perta of the population, but to e~ .. ble tt.ea. ~11 to ahlt,.e 

!.:1 the beneflte to b e obt.dned frott. these works eo lens tu brloka 

and mortar aha.ll en:1ure . As fnr 1U lt waa huraanly pou1ble, the 

Oovernunt hae tollo.ed the pol1oy thA.t among Atter1oan o1t1te!U 

t here ehould be no ro:r:;otten a en and no torcotten raoee. It 1IB 

a wiee Md t:ruly Amer1oo.n pol1oy. 17e ehall continue faithfully 

\.) to obeerve 1t. 
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Ho,..ard University hal 1h11red a• ot right 1n our public 

work• program. :he'!le Oovernraent-tinanoed il'";lrovl!lment• 1n the 

tao111t1ee or thh great center ot Negro education ehould 8M.ble 

1t to continue to provide tor 1te atudents cultural opportun1t1ea 

comparable to thoee offered by other !irat olau 1natltut1on1 of 

higher lurn1ng 1n the country . 

Ae: lts laet <'Oa::~ence::tent Howard Unlverelty sent for t h 

two hundred and t orty"-t1Te cnd\JIIltea to Jo1n nearly ten thoueand 

AlWMl 1n all psrts of the world. Here la ~ re~or~ "t which the 

Necrro rnce mny be proud. It 11 a record of 'l'hl ch America 11 proud. 

It 11 further fulfillment of our dN'O'II or ;.rovlcHng better And 

better ed\•cat1onel fflc11 1t1et~ for 1111 our people. 

Today,.. ee<\10flt8 thle new chemletrr buUd1"1!:; , thla 

tfi'Ql)le or aolence, t o 1"\du•trt.oua and rut'!) ltloua youth. ;.;.ay they 

coli"., 1'1flre and learn the 1euon1 ot 110 1enee ant! oA.rry tl'1fl benef1ta 

ot eotenoe to their tellow-men. 



ADDRBSS OF THB PRESIDut 
DELIVERED ON THE OCCASIO!l OF 1'0 DEDICATION 

OF THE NEW CHPliiB'l'RY BUILDING 
HOWARD UNIVERSITY, WASHINCJrO!f , D. C. 

October 26, 1936, ~.00 P. M. 

Mr. Secretary, Preaident J ohnson, ladies and untlomon: 

I am proud and happr on behalt or the tlnittd statu 

or A.lller1ca to dedicate this buildins . (Applause) ~ 

been greatly intereated in learning e IDOCI.ent aso rrom the 

Chainan or the Executh'e Co.aittee that the oridn or Howard 

UniversitY wu in a house or prarer. (Applause) 

I have a apecial interest in Boward ( tJniversity) f.2x. 

one r eason, because the Government of the United States has 

long had a special relationship to this institution. 

Since 1879 Congress has made continuous and increasing 

appropriation year by year to help meet the general expenses 

or the University and its v arious departments -- and to provide 

new bUilding&. And in part at least the Depart •ent ot the 

Interior shares in the reapond'b111ty ror the adainiatration 

or the university. I n a very real sense, therefore, Howard 

i a one or the Nation' a institutions. (Applause) 

But I would be inter est ed in this Univeraity even 

though the Government had no such r elationship to it . (Appl ause) 

Ita founding, manY ytars ago, as an institution f or 

the American Negro waa a a11n1t1cant occasion . It typitied 



frlll".lllin 0 . Roo•e••~ !'llt'J' 

"hu h o tr-crlpt •de lJ t h !!t ft.tta 
"•:eo otonccrophcr r!'08 h 1o 10hc;'ban6 
• IM tatentt tho t·,_. tho a!:''" ::.h wu 

• •o . t1nderl1n t~, t~di.cat~• wordo 
o IO'EJ)O!'L,eOI'-17 11dd!'d to ·~e pre•lc.udy 
o.•·oper.<t ru :t r~ .:cry u.r.t. l't>:-<le ht 
porentbeeu are word• t hat • :-e <)J::ttto4 
wr ·n tbo epu<:h ~ · ;~ '!1~1·-·t!-. , tbon&b 
11: 1 appoer ln t i. J r~o"icl·-.. l)· pr~ptll'o4 
r -.diJ!! <:opy tolt. 



- 2 -

America 1 a faith in the ability of man to r espond to opportunity 

regardless ot race, or creed or color . (Applau .. ) 

The Am.erican Nesrota reaponse to this opportunity 

in the field of higher learnina has been prompt and ea1er 

as in other tielda . In 1867 at the first term (of Howard 

University) ninety-four students enrolled. To4ay there are 

nearly two thousand students on the lists . 

Howard University has (not only) grown ~ 

(steadily) in numbers, but it has grown also ~ in the 

ranse ot ita courses . To provide equal opportunities for 

Negro men and women, the University offers instruction in 

ita colleges of liberal arts, medicine, dentistry, (and) phar~:~acy 

and in the schools of law, engineering, architecture and music . 

A graduate s chool, recently organized, attracts gr aduates of 

other colleges and universities and bas helped to make Howard 

(University) a real center or Nea;ro culture in America . 

(Applause) 

(Howard) With justification l2J:! may take pride in 

its hia;h standards of scholarship among other American 

un1verdtiea . Its schoola ot law and medicine, for instance, 

s.re ~ rated amona; the Clan-A schools in the !1:!.2!! 

or the United States. (Nation) 

Deapite the conatant r aising o! the scholastic 

standard• ot the University, aa the year s went by, the demand 

for higher ~~ ~ education among our Negro citizens 
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h!J. increased to an extent which has created a strain 

upon its fae111t1ea . 

And so the Federal Government baa provided. three 

new structures for it at thil t1me. and there are aore to 

£2!Y.· (Applause) These~. ~~ 

represent the happy conjunction of two important Federal 

Government programs to meet the difficulties or the de­

preulon. They are a part or our nati on-wide projects t o 

reduce unemplo)'lllent by building u.setul public works. They 

are also a part of our nation-wide program to ensure the 

normal alntenanee and neeuaary expansion of educational 

fac111t1es tor youth even in a tillle o£ depres.don. 

OUr purpose was not only to provide work in all 

sections tor all parts of the population, but to enable them 

all to share in the benefits to be obtained from these works 

so lon& u bricks and mortar shall endure. is t a r as it (•-as) 

ll humanly possible, the Qoverl'llllent has followed the pol1c:r 

that among American citizens there should be no forgotten 

men and no forgotten r aces , (Applause) It (is) ~ 

~ a wise and truly American policy . ~ we sh&ll continue 

faithfully to observe it , 

Howard University has shared as or right in our 

public works program. These Oovernment-flnanced. t.provements 

in the racilit i u of this great center of Negro education 

should enable it to continue to provide for its students 

cultural opportunities comp6rabla to those offered by other 
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f'1rst-cl&88 institutions ot higher l ear ning in the country. 

At its last commencement Howard {Univeraity) unt 

forth two hundred and forty-five araduatea to Join nearly 

ten thouaand Alumni in all parts or the worl d. Here 1a a 

record ot which the Negro race aay g!! be proud. It 1s a 

recor d ot which America is pr oud. (Applause) It 11 !. 

further fulfillment or our dream of providing better and 

better educational tac111t1ea for all our people. 

~. today, we de41ca.te this new chellliatry 

buildif18, this templ.e of science, to industrious and ambitious 

y outh. Kay they coaae here and learn the lessons ot science 

and carry the bene!its or science t o their fellow-men. 

(Applause) 



YO;. THE P~S October 4.6, 19~6 

!!p''" · J?4i l'•~::":C~~~~:: ~~·~:·~;l~t~ond:~i~;;' :!.~~~g~l./7 .;#" 
liu1.1.41na, on ~. October l-6, t#~(i, MUS1' DE l!.f....D lN SH.l \..T 
I.O:iHDtliCr.U!i•I"~E.IJ. 

f.e!e.IIH t:pon de.Livecy, expectecl bout. S: C)J i', .J., IA.atoer-n 
st.t.~rd n-. October :..e, u;:;e . 

Pi.l.ASE S.o-r.G!JAnD J.C.UNSr PkEIJ.i'JfiE f.ll.EJ.SE . 

StEI'IU:N EJ.r ... I 
Jubl-• nl. Secret.t..ry t.o the i'~t1den l. 



.,... or ,_ natmar 

.,.Am .. IftMlft 

OOf'OID ... 1 .. r., ~'J 

Unlnrd•t· 1D • 1'0!7 raal """• t~uor.r- , •-..a 11 -or 

or • r-.1'11 or ool.or. 



tu ..-s..-~·· ... ..,.. .. "' at• ....,.._nr u .. 

tllla., ~~.-... 1 .... 1JIC •• ..-.~·ana.,.... •• 1JI • .._ 

t1114•. la 1_, •• a. tll'lt ._ .r ._.... V.l•wttQ au.~ 

...a •1Yfl'I1UII M4 bu belpad to -.te ........_ 1JII1YIPIU' o ...t 

'"'"" ot ...,._ olA '-'a 1JI ,_.u.. 
a-N wUb J1l1Uf'loiU011 -., tiall.l prUe 1a 1b llt,p 

ot tale Ullhwlltr, •• tile ,....,.,""'_,, WM a. .. a tor llt,peP 



,._ • ., •• 11'1 a u ... ot dOJI1"•••14a. 



a-n 11at~ft·d'q -· ........... ., ,._, s..- ~s.. 

•o"• ,,...,.... !heM ~.-nwa ... tt-.4 ""-"~-'- la .. 

1'aoUU111 01' till• .,..., , • ._ 01' "IC" ..-.t.Uaa a...ld -"01• 

11.'-"'"' 1 ...... 11rC lll ..... .,. 

Ao th l.o•' .-• .._,... lhi~orl1'7 _, r..-. 

t" II.WidrN aM rwtrr~ttn ...,a .... M Jola -•tr '- .......,. 

&l-1 ... all po'11 of t.lw ... 14. lo" lt 0 !'IOOPII et *lob Ulo 

It 11 ,_.tbo!' tulflll .. nti of ow d!'W.a of p,..,.ldl .. "'-'""' .. a 

blthf' ad-Uonol faollnl .. fol' aU OV' )MOpla. 

f"-7 - dodloot.o Ulll "" obeahtl7 biiUtU.liCo t.hll 

'-•le ot oalllllOO, to 1n4••b'1ou aad a ltiU.to•• 10'0Ul. .., lhl-7 

0- lae" aft4 lMN Ulo 1 .. _. Of I 0 11DOO aD4 611.1'1'7 t;bo beH1'1tO 

ot iCit-otoDo1rt•ll--. 
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A.Uo..II.L_!...,mz c,..,f._..._.,., • ._H_' """"''""''""u I have a special i nterest 

in Now!!.rd Uni versity, because the government of the United States 

/""! A.L . 
has a speCiAl relatl onshlp to this institution • 

• 
Si nce 1879 Concress has made continuous 8!1d increastna apnro-

pri atlon year by year to hel p meet the aeneral exp(·nses of the 

vari ous 
Onhersity and 1ts/deparbents-and to provi de new bu1l(t1ngs . 

. n4 in ~&.rt at least the Ce;oart::ent or the Interior 11Mrea 1n the 

responsibility for the aG.r:linlstr&Uon of the University . I n. a 

very real sense , thttrefore, dottnrd i s one or the NAtio~' s lnstitu-

tlons. 

But I wOuld be interested in t:..ta University eveit thoUJh the 

Govern:nent htd no such relationship to it.'\(§ 'ats 1 i: 3 1 u 

e s ; u t rt:rrno or 1 e "'tUx 

Its fOU!lO.ing O.S an inst1tut1~n Of lennlng fOr the A:::er!C'lR 

negro was a s1gl'\1f1cant occasi on. It typified Aaeric• ' a faith 

i n t he abili ty or man to respond to opportunity regardloea ot ro.ce , 

or creed or color. 

-
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ot h1Sher learn1Jl5 hu been prompt end eaaer •• in other fiel U . In 

.r 
l8G7 U!.e t1ra~ tena ot Ho•rd t1l:I1Tora1 't' Dlu"tJ"- tour etudente e!U'Olled. 

~ 

"ro4q t.hcre are nearl.)t two 'thoullo:D4 nudcu -ua4. rn7'F... A..tJ · 

reoeo.tl.l organiud, ettraota grad.latu ot other collosn and Wli'l'o.raitioa 

b.J~:~ertoa. 

....,_., 
Hourd....._....,_. eUh juaUtioation~takl:l pride iii. Ua hiah 

etudal'de of aobolar.hlp u .. :111 ~!& other .acC'ican ~ 
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un1Yerl1t111 . It• IOb:Mill ot law and r.d1o1ne are rated _,Ill tbe Ole1a-J. 

I 

•• Mil •Uaal ecboole in tbl .._.,.,.'h-IV~, 

" 1t ••• b~ po11ible , the Go'lernoant hal rollow4 the polio;, that 

tllliODC mer1oen o1tUenl t he:r. lhould M no fol'f<Otten men and no forgotten 

tu.ll; to ob1ene1t. 



<E) These - repr.,ent the >.appy conjunction or two 

i:tportP.nt ""ede:rnl Govern;:,,nt rrogro.ms to m ·et the c.itficul .. i('S 

oC th'" de 'res~ion. They are a jiArt of our n&.tion .. ... lde ~f
1

7ttl;-

to reduce une:aployr~ent .by l>ulhlino u~eful public works . They 

ore also n pr_rt or our nntion~·~ide proe:ra.u to ensure the no~tmnl 

·rtintenr.nce aJ: !\nd IIPC8!1Sfl:ry 8Xp8nDiOn Of ~UCati:lnhl f~ciliti8S 

...... 7r.t•' "'1-
tbr youth even inhdepr nsion . 

J 
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1• a reoor4 or wh1oh the lleczo race _,. H P2'0U4. It 111 • reoord ot whtob 

.Amertoe. 111 prCll.d , It 11 tllrtber tult1l..lmMit of our dr ea ot p:rOTid.lng 

betur and blltttr tduoaUonal. tao111Uee tor all our people. 

l 



or o,-..d 01' oolOI'. 

~Wtai'III:IDal 

_,.AID .IftMift 

~-.1--



11M"-'-~·· ,...,.._ .. "' ~· ............... s. .. 

thl• ~ !liP"' l eanUC !Ia• ..._ .....,, M4 Mp1" 11 U , ... 

... , u .. 1a .. -.. ot 1tl _.... ~ Pf""l4e -.-1 oppon.J.tlM 

tiP~ - 184 -, tbl Ullt'fiPilQ et1' ... 1 1111V.U- 1.1 ltl 

ot Wbl Olil.t.'t' ... dt;r, u Ul• ,....,., _, "'' -.. U.... fir llt,p.tr 



Aa4 .... ,~ a.-.,._,-· pi'0914e4 ..... -

•"'-'-'-• tor u. !IMH ..,...._, \be _,.., -~''- fill .,. 

1...,......\ reo.l'&l OM•-' ,....._ to ••' tb. 41ttlftl.Ueo 

• t tbl 4epl-e,eeU.. a., - • ,.,., of - ••~t.h ,....,..,. 

to ...a- W.MplQJ_, 111 .cau. ••ehl ... u. ..... . tbQ 

.,... al ... ,..., ot - •''-"• ~to_...,. .. _,_ 

... Ln,_...• .-4 _,...., e:qae.ndon ot .a .... uo..u teoUnlee t• 

row.a ..... Ln • '"- ot 4epnoou.. 

o.r pwopoH ••• ItO\ onlT to PJ'O"'l4o wor• 111 ell _,lMo 
tor all ,... .. or -. ,..au ... , "' \0 -blo u..a .u to ...._,.. 

ln uw botaotlh w bot ob&e.Lnod. tro. the•• worlle eo lOill •• ..,_.. 

ana .ort..r oball. Ollld-. A.o tuo •• n -·~ PNODlo, .,. 

Oo'toi'IIM.IIt bo.o tollowM tho pollo7 tlwo.\ ,... .-..ort.oo.a olU.11110 

\be" lbo'Ol4 M 110 torwoUoa - aD4 no to.,...,toa ...... n lo 



.....,.. 1Jial"'"l " ._. ...,.... • • fill riP' 1a - .-u .. 

.. rill ......... 'liMN o..-~t1MitM4 U.l'H-tl la ... 

r .. uulaa or tb.la ....,, , • ._. or ....... .._.,loa IIIIM14 ~· 

u "'-•~ M ,....,.u. tor lk , ..._,, OlllhM.l .,...._1t~1 

~bll \o \boM o1't.,.l4 1111 ot.Mr tlro\ olaaa ll\aU .. UMa .t 

a~ lMrl'llliiC 1111 UM -b7'· 

Aa lh laal -• "--N. tllal"wal'C)' _,to..., 

ho INn4N4 Nld tort¥•tl"l ar-d\ll.taa lo Joln naarll ton U.O. ..... 

• ..,.. ..... _,.blpro.,. U laal"'IOr''otwllloll"'-1•1•,.....,.. 

u 1a f"'rtbeto t-.J.tlll•n• or 011r 4..,. .. or pr1914lnr "'''- •• 

bat"r 14-tloaal. raoU lUoa tor all 0\11" JIMPl•· 

'fo4q ,. 4141 .... 1:bla .... olaM!atr7 kU4UC, a1a 

te.pla or HleDOI 0 lo ll\duatrlou and ublUou :tcn~tll. tier U.., 

-a. ... u4 1.,..... u.. 1••-• ot aolaaea 1M......,. .. a-tlll 

or .ol-• to U..lr toll--. 
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, iloou'd liat•treltJ' -~~-~,. ... -~.~ Ia ......... but 
11to I.a. U. ~· ot t h .,..,... .... ~ ~U• toqWl ..,..l'tU!tl&e ror 
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:!~w~d1~~!~ to uUa _,_ --..,.. . l"Ml , .. h r o t 1~ 

-·tt~Ju•titlut1o.-·;.,.,&!:.prl~llalt&blf:b 
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OW' ,..._, wu act oal)' to pi'Of14t 'OOI'k Ia •.U IMU OIII for 
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~ wo <ltooHeuo t~U ,..., tiiMiaH')' ~QI141AI!, lUI 1-l.e of 
MIII1Cit, ~ 1114\I.Urlout ll,Cd &Jib lt!O"' )'011\11, ill.)' Ill")'- ~ ... -
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