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SPEECH OF 'fHE PRESIDD'r 

ROOSEV&L'!' PlRI. 

NEW YORJ: OI'fl' 

OC'l'OBIR !8, 1 9M. 

I b&Ye Ju.t oo.e froa 'the oereaonlee at the Statue 

of Ll~rt7. I epoke ther e or 'the etea47 etroeaa of huu.n 

r u ourou whloh 'the old world poured on our lhor " and out of 

whlob our J.aerloa.n 01'f'U1&at1on hae been buU't. 

ManJ' of the people who oaae paet the Stat\le of Llbert7 

ee'ttled ln 'thle eeotlon of New York 011:7, Here 'the7 wo'f'e ln'to 

the pattern of A.aerl oan life eo•• of the color and the rlohneee 

of 'the oulturee fro• whloh the7 o&ae. Here t he7 Joined 1n 'that 

g r ea t prooeu ou't of whloh we ha.,e wel ded an Amerloan ol'tlr.enehlp. 

We ga.,.e the• treedoa. I u proud -- .U.erloa 1e proud - -

of what tbe7 ha'f'e gl.,.n 'to ue. 

'1'he7 ha'f'e ne• er been -- the:y are not now -- halt-hearted 

Aaerloane. In ber1oan1&at1on olau" and a t night eohoole theJ 

h&.,. burned the aldnlght oU 1n order "to be wortb1 of their new 

allegiance. 
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!'her were not aat1at1ed aerel.r to tl.nd hera \be 

rea.l1ut1on or the aat erial hopu wh l oh bad guided tha11 troll 

their nat1Te land. Ther were not aatilltl ed a erelr to build 

a aaterlal hoae tor theaael•e• and their raaUiea. 

'rh•r were intent aleo upon buU41ng a plaoe tor 

'Ule••el•e• ln the ideal• ot AMrioa . 'l'her aought an auuranoe 

ot perma.nenor in \be new land tor 'Ule•eel••• and thelr oblldren 

baaed upon aothe partlolpatlon ln ih ol..-llhatlon and culture. 

'rhoae who he.•e oo•e here or late underatand and 

appreo1ate our tree inatitutlone and our tree opportunltrJ •• 

well •• thou wbo he.•• been here tor u.n:J generatlona. 'lbe 

great •Jorlt}' ot the new and the old do not oontuu \be word 

•libertr• wlth the word •11cenae. • Tber appreolate that the 

A.aerlcan a tandard or treedo11 doea not include the right to do 

tb1nga to hurt thelr nelghbora. .Ul or ue -- old-co .. re and 

new-coaera -- agree that t or the apeovlator t o gamble wlth and 

loee the ea•lnga ct the ollenta ot hla blll\k.f 1a jua t •• ocntrarr 

to Uerlcan ldaala or llbertr •• it h tor the poor un to upaet 

the peddler' a out and a teal hla ware a . To our newer Uerioane 



Aller loa 1e a great d1aoo·ury. !her who ha•e nn·er been eo tree 

before re joice 1n our t r eedoa. OUr llbflrt)" 18 warmed br the 

t 1.r e ot their dnot1on. 

I am 1nol1ned to think that 1n eome cane the newer 

elUr.ena han dleoharged t heir obl1gatlone to ua batter than we 

baYe 41aobarged our obl18at1one t o thea. Por euq>l a , Che1r 

cce~1ng helped to lntena1tJ the houe1ng problem ln '*rtT ot our 

g r eat o1tlea. We h&Ye not ret worked out an adequate anawer t o 

that prcblea. 

Ae a ~~&ttar ot tact, we ba·n, tor t oo long, neglected 

the boue1ng problell t or al.l our lower-1noome groupe . We ha·.-e 

epant large ewaa ot .oney on parke, on M.ghwqe , on brlclgae, on 

11uaeW1a, and t or other projects ot olYlo better-ant. For the 

ooet part, that waa aoner well epent. But we baYe not ret begun 

adeq,uatelr to spend ~mer 1n order to help t he r uut .. ln the 

o•er- orowded aeotlona ot our oltlu t o 11Ye aa AJDer1oan o1t1una 

t amlly a.-w.. t o lhe that way. 



We need aoUon to get better olt)' bouelng. Senator 

Wagner and I bad bape4 for a new law at the laet eeulon of tbe 

Congreu. We who bellne 1n better boualng have not btan 

defeated. I am oont14ent that the next Congreu wlll etart ue 

on our wq wltb a eov.n4 bouelng pol1o7. W'e llhall oertaln17 get 

1t 1t on No• e•ber third JOU vote to aend to Waahlngton the 11:1n4 

of governaent wbloh I am confid ent rou want -- a governaent 

wblob w111 continue t o work for aeour1t7 of the llo.e, tor 

eeouritr of Joba, tor uou.rlt7 ot aavlnga , and for better ho•ea 

1n norr part of tbe nation. 



ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENt 
ROOSEVELT PARK , NEW XORX CITX 
October 28 , 19~, <l.OO P .U.. 

Go•ernor Lehman , Mr. MaYor, 1111 rr1ends o r the 

East Side: (Applause) 

There are some experlenoea ln thh 11tt which 

give one new s trength, a ne w purpose t o carrY on. ~. 

at the Statue or Llbertr, and now aeelng this great oth-

erlng I obtain 1neol rat1on to go on W1 th the task that 

le •lne. And I am very hapD1 ror the rtrat time, bec.a.uae 

I ha va not drive n through here ror two or three rears , ~ 

eae thle Park tha t wu named afte r mr dear mother. (Ap-

plause) When that waa done, I can tell you very almplz 

that I don • t believe I have ever seen her 1tade •ore happY 

in all her llte. (Applauee) And that, alao, 18 s011ething 

thAt I •111 alwa:n r emember , and III children a nd lilY grand-

chlldren ln the r eare to oome. (Applauea) 

I have J us t oo•e troc~ the ceremonies at the Statue 

or Llbert,y. I auggested there that we should rfd~leate 

that Statue no t to Liberti al.ona but alao to Peace. (Ap

plause) I spoke t here or the stead)< s t ream or t uman re-

souroea whloh the old world poured on our ahor ea and out 

or wh1oh our Aaerlc.a.n o1v111&atlon hae been buU t. 



J"'wintn D. R-eftllt Ll'tlrUJ 

Thl• l l a t %'WIIIc'tl.pt &aM bJ the fill "' 
Houle etenosr.npb"" rro:~ b h ehortbanol 
not u Will a t Ul:~ hto C:e 1plfl(lh ... 
•41· Unde rlin ln;; int1rat .. wori1 
u t.-ponnew-l r M!.l!ed t o thl JM'flo'~'iOUil.J 
pn·pt~"ted r uchnl!; ccr· '- :tt. !"ora. In 
Jll!lr.,thl l flol tU' I wor· t:..;: t •er111 o-Hte4 
when the eptP' l1 "r 11 ... ,.~ ~·.-o;;r.•d , tbollf)h 
t hey opp&Dr ,. l )"r ·.oUM11 propAl'ed 

rP"'d'r:•: ~"':"'C·''' 
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Many of the people who oame paet the Statue of 

Liberty aettle4 ln th l a aectlon of New York Clty. Here 

they wove lnto t he patte rn or American llte ao11e or the 

oolor, (and) .!.9.!!.!....2. the rlchneu or the oulturee from 

which they came. Here theJ Joined ln that great prooeu 

out of •hlch • e haYe welded (an) .2!!.!: American o l tlunehlp. 

We gan thct freedom. I u proud - - Merica la 

proud -- of what they h ave given to u a . (Applauu) 

The;r have never been -- they are not now -- ha.lf

hearted ADerlcana. In (Mierlcanhatlon) their Gla aaee and 

(at night) .!!!....!h!.!.! achoola they have burned the mi dnight 

o11 ln order t o be worthy of their new allegiance. 

They were not eatlafled 11erely to flnd har e the 

reallz.atlon or the .. terlal hopea -.tllch had guided the• 

fro. their native l and. They •ere not sat1at1ed raerely 

to build a material home tor theruelvee and their families . 

However , they were intent &lao upon building a 

place tor the .. elna in the 1deala ot M erle&. (Applause) 

They aought an aaaurance or permanency i n the new land tor 

t he11aelvee and the ir childr en bated upon active participa

tion in ita civilhatlon an4 culture . 

'!'hose Who haTe c ome here or l ate understand and 

appr eciate our tree inetl tutlona and our tree opportunity , 
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aa well aa thoae who haTe been here tor uny genera tiona. 

The great maJor! ty or the new and the old do not oonruee 

the word 1 l l berty• wlth the word 1 llcenae• . The;r appre

ciate tblt the American atandard or treed0111 doe• not ln

cluc.'Je the right to do thlnsa to hurt (their) ~ 

nelghbora. (Applause) (All) EverY one of ua -- old-comers 

and new- camera -- agree that t or the speculat or to gamble 

With and lou the sav1nga or (the) hla ellenta (of) !!1 hia 

bank h Jua t aa contrary t o American ! d eale or llbertr aa 

1 t l a t or the poor aan t o upae t the peddler' a cart and 

steal hla wares. (Applauu ) To our newer Americana Aller-

loa l a a great dlaoovery. They trho have never been ao tree 

before reJoice in our treedoiD . Our liberty 11 W&l'lled by 

the fire ot their devotion. 

I u incline d t o think that ln aoae cane the 

newer 01 tlt.ens hAve di e charged their obligatlone to us 

better than we ha.vo d ischarged our obl1gatione to the:r.. 

(Applause ) For example, thei r ooming helped t o intensity 

the houeing problea in many of our great c1tiu. We havs 

not ret worked out an adequate anewer to that p robln. 

Ae a matter or f a ot, we have, for t oo long, neg-

leoted the houelng problem for all our l ower-lnoollle groupe . 

We have epent large euma ot money on parke , on h i ghways, 
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on brldgee, on • ueeume, and for other projeete or ol vlo better

ment. Fo r the moa t part that (wae) •oney.!!..! well epent. But 

we have not ye t begun adequa t ely to epend JDoney ln order to help 

the ramlllee ln the over-crowded eeotl ona or our c1t1ea t o live 

ae .b.erl oe.n oltlzena hA"tl a right to live. (Applauae) 

You and I wtll not be content untll Clty, State and 

Federal governnenta Join wi th private capital l n helping every 

American fully to live (that) the right way . 

We need action to get better city hou81ng. Senator 

•agner and I had hoped tor a ne• lAw at the laat aeadon of the 

Congreaa. We who beli eve ln better houa1f18 have not been de

feated. (Applause) I am confident that the next Congreee •111 

s t art ua on our wo.y with a aound houatng policy . (Apolauee) 

We shall certainly get 1 t 1t on November thlrd you vote to send 

to Wallhlngton the k.lnd or gonrnaent whlch I u oonndent you 

wa nt (applauu) -- a govern~~ent whloh will work and continue 

to wo:rlt tor eeou:rl ty or the h011e, tor eecurl ty or J obe, tor ee

curlty or a11.vlnga , and tor bette r homee ln every part or the 

Natlon. (Appl&UIII) 

And eo, Ill rrlende, let me thank you for thl• gree t

ing that You have gl ven 1111. It hAe been a wonderful day l n 111 

llt"e and I am golng to end llY speech b1 cuttlng a CAke. (Ap

plause, laughter) 
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ft11tlll4n .. ottM,._.I4•M, l.oM4alhenotu 
bH'reltPvi<,...,TorlrChy, •TWM.u;,,cnot:.r 
,_t:~-~tll, 1»r. n .I:IL!I 1:1 ca~rm~ tJ.r.tt . .m.L.SlD. 

Jt.le&H 11- 4ell•1 ·'7• IQe~tN 1111111\ ~1&!1 p, 1·, , 
luten~Stu41U'd1'1 ... 

ll'l'r.I'IIIITEAR!.Y 
MUllan\ hoHUI'Y ~tile I'Na lhnt 

'f 1 ""'•• ,,.., .,... ti'CMI t !141 .,_, .. 1t uoo atn~• 
<ILibeny. 1,,.,...., __ :- eru .• u.._.,a.._wr..-== :-~~~.!.: .. 1;117'~!~:'..;;,.•;,:1~•- o~t ot 

Lc,orU••Pe~>Plew'lo•- .t •. .1UhMotLIWtr 
.. n lNia t.IIS.• .. tloaot"- 1' , . oHtAJ'-.o-fe 1Jilo 
U• ,.n,.., ot ..:~~~ric• :.~~~ .,,. ot t~ eol'r e!l t!!e rleiiiMII 
otUIIIeW.t,.....•tro:~wloleii.U•IJ't-. a.,..,.._. Jdad lat"'t 
..,..,, ,...,.,... out or "~*'~ •• h•• •eldN • kootle• o!U-tblp, 

·~ ,n, t~ frooe4oll, I • p-01111 ·-Aioorloe b prOIMI --
ol*n u.,~~a•er.l•eoto us. 

T'leJ' q.,., auer bft11 -· \ TM17 '"'""' aow ·-bill-MenN 
..,.rlou•. lo ~~-~--~too. ol ..... W &1. • lr:!ll 1chool1 tlley 
hn•bur"'G l lMI'li<IJlif):t olllnol'der to b•won!l3ot Ulelrll .. 
IJ.l .. l•oe. 

TiloQ ... NIII>l .. tllltlldMN):f lOUildlooN t bl 
Nilllurt- ot t iM ,.torhl llopotl wllhll bM cut~ t ht• r.
t llalr Mll•e had. 'i'll..,- .,....,. ""'' n\ltt114 •Nlr to lndl<l 
• •urllll - tor u-11.,. .. ud thlr t•Ut••· 

n., ..... tat-&bOIIIIOIIkll<ll""e'l-tor 
t-l?u 1111 t iM 14-.le ot -rlu. ';'li4IJ' ..,..Ill.., .. ..,.._, 
or ,_..,. 111 U• ...w lAod t or ttt-1"" ea4 Uottr ollllc!..._ 
.._... a:- ..,u.,., partleipnt .. h Itt oi•Uiaeu- ud w lture. 

n.o.o..., .... , - MN or hte .dernua
~t;~pl'lda\10'.11'!'7'Ml.,.Utut!ot.aud011rr .... oppartwoltr, u 
.. u .. ~ "110 ~~-- IMN fOI' _, C•tN\101\1, ':'M 
v-• ... Jornr or t lwl ~.., uot U• ole! do 1t01 toai'la•• tiM ..,..., 
•uhnr• with till wor<l ·u~u ... • T.J.t1 ~ ... ohu tMI tlloo 
- ric• •hii~IIPd ot rr.Non "- ~ot lnU11U tbt rltllt to <1o 
thlllC• tohlll'lllnrb-~:eJ.chbora • .Ul ofllt•• Ol<l·oo•r tll'ld 
me•·-rt --~ t blt ~or ll<oo ~oulator to loiOOble •lth uG 
lolttllll •U1111Ce or rm .cll•ot•~bleb•l< to JUI\ .. oontru-~ 
tOA.»rloul4tlloorUIII:'tr .. ltbfortbe poor - toup .. t 
tlloo )llc!.lller•ec..-t&mc!Jto&l bllw•N•. Toou.r ,...,..rJntrle•• 
-rltllt•VtO•IatiOOU I'J'. ':'lloopwbolla•• Dt'l'er lllclto t .... 
Mrtu• reJolee laou.r r.....-oa. ov llbertr ,,.,,.,.<lbr t iM 
tiN ot U11lr 4e"JOI1oa. 

1 .. 1,..11Dot4 lo lMiw; \ llo.t Ill _,. .._\lie lltwtl' 

tiH-. "-•• <ll tellarcood t .:»lr aloll(.at l,.. to ... better tllla "' 
""•• 41....,_1<1 ..... otoll(.•ll-• t o u.-. ror •DIOPl•. l belr 

f::Cp£~=~ to ~~~~':1!!t'~,;: prObl .. 11 ~ 

ST!ITE'IE NTS FILE 
..Jhc.t.l n By'( rn~3 
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» • •n•r of to.n, • .,.,.,, t11r too ~. IIOI&I.Mhol 

U. lllov.IUC ~bl• tor ..U ou.r ~r-ae- I"""""' "e -
·-' laos• .,.. ot _., oa -'"'• .. lilt;,_.,,, oo Ut~ ... oa 
.. - • .,., tor otll« P"o~t• of ~lYle M u e...,1 . lor t!le 
_, ~. 11110.1- ..,...,.,.u •1»~1. .., - ...... 1101 ,., ..... 

:::.":~!.!0.!::':!...~?o~ :~~.':o~!:.':: ~~!!:: ~,:=:.,, 
loi.Ytlrl.atn tol!n. 

y.,..~oll wlllnot b•ooat•t 1111UlCH1, 8Ut•omd 
lltdlnl eo ........ llU joto wUII JlriYih OtpHil Ia loelpl~ IYir'J 
Aowrlc.,r .. ur10Hu 'IMI'~· 

''-"""'e11ot~Lo.t1 blttlrOU7-IIII• S..lt~ 
u.can~oll IIHIIoP«! ror •a .. l .. o.ttlilollo.t' HHiooor tile 
CO.CI'I"· .. \Ciobll11UbbtHtrllolllllllllll"ao1 bll.to 
MfMtlol. 1 • -r14•t llltl1 tile Mrt Coac. ..... wUl 111rt a 
.,. - •t:r ""no. .,<lid li<!Ol•la& poUcy. ·;, lllaU certeWJ' 1-' 
11 If oo. • ...,.blr 1b1rol. J'O" 1D11 \0 -o110 lo.alr.IIIC"'• \~1 UM 
of~at .. IU.l.,-rlhldo __ , •· • .,.._.., 

•toll •tll .,. •• ...,..., ~· ..,rtc tor ,_,.lt1 of tile - · tor 

:-'.!~!: :;~..;-..:-:r.:~:w or --c;;vr tor _, .. -· 
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