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I NFOmtAL EXTDIPORANEOUB REUARKB Or THE PRESI DENT 
ADDRESSED TO GATHERING OF WORKERS or 

DE:LIOCRA'!'I C NATI ONAL COJD!I TTEE 
BIL'l'li.ORE HOTEL, NEW YORJ: 

October M, 19M 

I think I art entitled alec to eay, 1 1111 fellow 

workers• : 

Jim has suggested that I am going to carry this 

District. 

You tnow, I enTy you because ln previoue years 

I have been at Headquarters during cnmpaigna . I know how 

hard the work is, but it is fun and I have mined these 

past month• being up here in Ne" York Clty helping you 

good people to make the wheele go round. 

But you, too, have 11iaeed aocethlng. I wlah 

you could ha·n been out on the road w1 th me; it would have 

given you a perfectly tremendous thrlll, Just aa it dld 

me, going into a great many different parts of the ooun-

try, seeing the faces of men, woasn and children and es-

pecl&lly sesing their lntereet in things berican. 

I think that the aoa t 111portant lmprelalon that 

I have carried •i th 1:1e through theae past weeka hae been 

t he l mpreaei on that more greatly than in any other campaign 
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ln all ot our Amerloan hietory, people are ta.klng an intel

ligent interest -- reading , going and l i s t e ning t o people ' a 

talks, reading all t he literature or both part1ee, and then 

11ak1ng up their own al.nde . It h the greateet thing that 

hae happened for our deaocratlo rom or government ln these 

l a ter years . 

I am glad that people have been reading the 11 t

era ture or both sides. I am gl ad that they have been going 

to meetlnge where people on both e l dee speak. It h an ex

t enslon or tho forum idea of getting both sldee or the ques

tion preunted and or course I may be, frankly, a l1 ttl a 

pre judloed, but at the same time I belleve that the more 

people go to forums , the core people listen to both sides 

and read the literature of both eldes, even the newepapers , 

the bigger our 111ajor1t1 l e goi ng to be. 

You at Headquartar t , or course, prepare the mater

ial tor this Campaign and oee to it that every city and 

every count y and every littla haldet i e given the intorc.a

tion, and I u very proud or the fact that our information 

hae been kept a t a pretty hi gh level. 

One r eaeon tor that 1a the tact t hat we have at 

the head or this oe.mpalgn a man who has always bee n aquar e . 
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I have known J lnl P'arle:r to r a great many :reara 

and I have never known h l 11 yet to do or t hi nk a mean thing. 

P'or a l ong time now - - a good many yeara -- he 

baa been taking 1 t on the ahln -- taklng 1 t on the chin 

wtth a amlle and not batting an erel1d, because, I think, 

ln the back of hla head he hu had the idea that tn ap1te 

of all kinde or unfa i r attnoka , the American people, Juat 

like you and 11111 , will read hlm for what he l a , abaolutely 

on the level. 

And incidentally, ot oourae , I get report• not 

only !rom Jim but from loti ot people -- reports down l n 

Washington about what has been going on here ln New York 

and, after an experie nce with oany headquartara dating 

back to 1912, I have coce to the v e ry definite ooncluelon 

that the national headquarters t h l e year has been what we 

call ln the (vernacular?) a happy ahl t t (?). -- No cross 

wi ree, everything cli cking, and t hs reeult 1s going to 

bear that out next 'l'uesday. 

And eo I am very grateful, I am very grateful to 
\ 

all of :you from J1• down to the office boy. And Jl&1be the 

office boy will be National Chairman or President about 

thirty years f roo now. 
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I want to thank rou tor &1.1 that rou have done -

&11 the many hours that JOU have epent overtime &nd regular 

time, not only worltlng ln the o!tloea but I know that moat 

of you have been doing a lot or '!fOrk back in your own home a . 

It has been a n 1naplrat1on for me to know that I 

have had the support or all you good people, not only the 

laat few montha but also the las t few years, and I think we 

are going t o continue wl th that aupport ln the next tour 

years. 

So once co" let me thank you from the bottom ot 

my heart . I wish I oould meet each and every one of you in 

person. I want you to oonalder that I have shaken the hand 

of each and every one of you and I hoJ)e that we will ~:~eat 

again some day soon. 

I want to take th18 oocaalon, when you are all 

here , to send our thanks, yours and mine, to the Mny hund

reds or aen and wooen in all the atat ea or the Union, in 

all the counties ot the Union, in all the villagoa and cit

ies or the Union, who in their way have been carryi ng on 

the eame kind or task that we have been engaged in . I am 

going to ask Jim to aend your regards, ey regarda, your 

thanks and my thanka to thoae 1n every part or the Nation 
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who have been working toward a thla goal that we all be

ll eve we are going to reach next Tue sday. 

Goodbye and good luok. 



IHFORMAL EXTEXPORANEOU8 RD&ARIS OF THE PR!:8IDEN'!' 
AT THE CO!lCOURB£ PLAZA HOTEL 

BRONX, N. Y. 
October :51., 19Z&, 2.30 P. K. 

Ladle s and gentlemen : 

No campaign would be complete '111 thout thh 

luncheon. ( .lpplauu) 

I am not only &lwa7s glad to oome here on the 

Saturday before election, which I have done IUlny t1aee, 

but when I come her e I oone1der myself a & one of the god-

fathers or the Bronx. 

There 18 a story connected w1 th thtl.t which ought 

to be a part or the h1ator.Y or this County. Nearly a quar-

ter or a century ago, when I wall 1n the Legislature, the 

Bronx County 8111 cue up and there was a good deal or d1-

v1e1on 1n the ranke or the Party at that t1a:.e a e to whether 

there should be a eeparate oounty 1n the Bronx or not. I, 

being a n e i ghbor on the north, wae ve ry etrongly 1n favor 

or the 8111 and, when 1 t cue up on the rloor o r the Senate, 

1t CAme up 1n suoh way that 1t caught those or us who were 

1n favor or 1t somewhat by surprise, and a number or our ad-

herenta were &'lll'ay. They started to rorce a vote on ue a nd 

we, trying a parliamentary deY1oe, started t o walk out or 
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the Senate Chambe r. 

'fhere wae preald1f18 over the Senate Chamber that 

day an old gentleaan trom upstate 1/ew York. fhe7 tried to 

l ook the doore or the Senate Chamber and to keep ua rrom 

going out a nd thus preventi ng a quorum. The old g entleman 

banged on the dealt, and aomebody eald, hoping tor a parlla

aentary rule, •ay wha t right are you keeping ue ln thlll 

Chamber?• Whereupon the old gentleman banged again and 

uld, •we are keeping you here by the right or maj or roroe. • 

(Laughter, applauu) 

ftell, we wer e defeated that day but, ehortl:r there

attor, the 8 111 0&1118 up again and tha t tlme right prevailed 

over mJ.ght and Bronx beeame a. county. (Applau eel 

I wiah t hat all or 701.1 could have been with ae 

dur11'16 theae paet two montha t ravelling around the oountry 

and eeelng the enomoua lnterea t ln every community I have 

vi1ited in many, many etatee - - a n inte r est i n tb i • elec

tion that I beli eve i l Clore t'Unda11ental., aore deep-•eated, 

than 1n any prev1oue election 1n which I have taken part. 

It ehowe me that men and women are thinki ng mo r e 

deepl y t han eve r before. They are going to vote on Tuee

day not merely out of g r atitude for what ha• occurred in 

thle country in the las t four year•, they are going to vote 
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because they bel t.eve that our progreaa tor aoclal aeourl tr 

and better living oondl tiona tor the American people •uat 

continue . 

And ao , lllte your Governor, like our Governor , I 

am approaching next Tuesday t.n a aplrl t or r eal oont1denoe 

beeauae I believe very flnaly that thla outpouring of votera, 

thh trec endoua t.ntereat in public questt.ona, oan aean only 

one tht.ng, and you an4 I can gueu what that la. 

I have but one •ore foraal apeech bet•een now and 

Tueaday and lt 18 not completely written yet. That l a why 

I ahall have to forego the pleasure or staying on thh after

noon and lt.atenlng to the tpeechet or the candidates from 

thle County and the eandldatea on the State ticket. I wilh 

that I eight be W1 th you and, &1 though 1 t h probably Ill' 

laet pol1t1eal CAJDpalgn aa a candidate, I hope to be wt.th 

rou on other Saturda7 luncheon• before electlon. (Pro

l onged applauu) 
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/ aTEWPOR.\ROUS RbJ.RIS OF TK£ PRESIDENT 

ADDRESSED fO Q.\TII" RIMO OF WORJ:ER8 OF 
DEKOORI.TIO JA.TlOU.L OOIDIITTII, 

BI~~~Dlll~~l.{g~ TORE, 

I \hint I u r:nU tled. &1110 to 1&7, '117 fellow worl::ere•: 

Jia bae wgguted that I u going to Carr}' thh 

Dhtriot. 

You know, I enyY you because in pre•toue y .. .re 1 ba:n 

been at HeadqU&rtere duri ng oup&lgnl. I know bow hard. the 

work h, but U 1a fun and I ha·n alu~ thue paet atOa.tbe 

being up here ln Jew Yor k Olty helplns you good ptOple to 

.U:e the wheeh go round. 

But you, too, ha·n ahud eo•ethlng, I wl eh you could. 

hne bun out on the road wUh me; U wo!Ud. han ghen you a 

perfeotl7 tr•eDd.oue thrill, Juet. u 1t did ae, golq into a 

great any ltlfferea.t par t e of the country, .. elng the faou 

of aen, w011en and. lhildren and upeotallr eeelng t hdr 

lnter .. t ln Ullage Allerlcan. 

I think 1;h&'C the aoet blportnnt iapreulon that I ha·u 

curled wl t b 111 through the .. put wteh hu been the !#pres

don that 1t0re graailJ than ill UJ other cupaip in all of 

our Aaerioan bhtorJ, people a.ra takiD,g an inhlltaant 

inhreat - n&dJ.cc, goitlg and lilt ani~~& io people' • t&lka , 

~·~ing all tha lUe.rature of both parUu, aDd than llakill8 

up t heir own •iDda. It. h tha a:reat .. t ihilliJ that haa 

happened for our d..oor aUc ton. of gonrnaent 1.n th .. a later 



I aa glad that peopl e have been readinJ the literature of 

both ~ lld.ee. I • glad. that they ban b een going to 

aeet 1.nge where ~ople on both ddee epu.t. It 11 an exteneion 

of t he to:rua 14ea of get ting bot h ei4u of the qUeeUon 

pre .. nted and of cour .. I ma1 be , frankl7, a little prejudiced 

but a t the eMe time 1 believe tha t the 1110:re peopl e go to 

torume, 'the 110re peopl e lhten to both ddee &n4 r ea4 the 

liter ature of both ddu, even the n ... paper e , the bisger our 

aa,Jorlty 11 goi ng to be. 

You at H~tere, of course , prepare the aater i&l 

for t h11 C&llp&iga. and. aee to 1 t t ha't every city -.nd enty 

county anc1 nary little hllllll et 11 given the information, and 

I &.Ill very pr oud of the ta.ot t hat ou.r lntor aat1on hae been kept 

at a pretty h1gb level. 

One reaaon tor that 11 the fa.ot thAt we have at t he head - # 

of 'tb11 caapaign. a IrAn Who hae U 1ra71 been equare. 

1 have known Jia J'Ul ey tor a grea t aacy' :reare IDd I have 

never known hla yet to do or t.r.ink a aean t hing. 

For a long tl..ale now - a good. Dl&Jl1 :rear• - he baa been 

taking it on the chin - taking U on t he ohin with a •Ue 

and. not battin8 an eyelid, beoau.ee , .1 think, in t he baot of 

his head be h"'e had 'the i dea t hat in epHe of all kinde of 

unfa ir a ttaote , t he American people, j\Ut U te :rou and a e, 

will r ead b~ tor wbat he ie, abeolutely on the lev.l. 

And. inci den-tally, of oauree, I set :report. AOt only froa 

Ji.a bu.t fro • lote of people - reporte down 1n la.ahiQgton 

! 
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about What hal bun going on btl'e in Jn Tort and, &f1;er an 

txPerltnoe wU:b a:an:r bea4qu&:r-tert elating ba.ok to 1913, I 

M:n oou to \ht Ytry deflnlh oonoludon tha t the n&'Uon&l 

headquarier. tbh year baa been wbat n call ln the (nrnaoul.arT) 

a hapPJ lh1tt ( 7). - Bo orou wtru, n"t:rythlns ol1ok1Ag, aDd 

the re.W. t h going to bear th&t out next Tu .. d.&y. 

And to I u Tery gr&ietul., I P. Yery grateful to all of 

you fro• J1111 down to the ottloe boy. And maybe t he otnoe boy 

will be National Ch~irman or Pruldent about thirty 711&1'1 froa 

I wa.nt to thank you for all t hat you b&ve done - all the 

aany hourt that you b'lVt rpent overtime and regular tiae, not 

only worlr:lng 1n the offices b.lt 1 know that aott of you have been 

doing a lot of work back in your own b011u. 

It haa been an lnepiraUon for •• to know that I have h&d 

the support or all you good people, not only the la.t few 

1a0ntbe tut alto the laat few yeara, and I think we are going 

to continue wU:h that support in the next four yeue. 

SO once mor e l e t me thank you froa~ 'the toUo. of my 

heart. I •hb I could meet each and. nery one of you in 

peraon. I want you to con81der th"'.:t I h&Ye eha.ken the hand. 

of each and nery one of you and I hope that •e wtll 111.eet; 

agaln 1ome day eoon. 

I want to take t bh oooa1lon, when you are all here, to 

••n4 our thallkl, youre and. •lne, to 'the uny hundrede of men 

aDd wo•en in &11 the 1tat .. of the Unlon, 1.n all the 

oount/111 of the \IQlon, 1D &11 the Yllla.gtll aDd eUlee of 



•b• l1Jl1on, who 1.n •b.tr 1J8¥ baY• Man carrying on •b• laM 

k1nd of taall: 1bat WI b&YI b .. n IDgq~ in. 1 aa (l01D.g to 

aall: J1• to •eDd. your ugarda, 1111 r eprd.a, your thMlta and 

ay thanks to tbo l!le 1.n nuy pa.r' of tbl llat1on who have 

be•n working toward.e th1e goal that •• all bel11YI we &rl 

going to r ea.ch n~xt T\l.eed..a)<. 

OOod.bye and good. luok. 



And to I am \"Cl)' gr.udul, I am \"C:I"} gnte· 

ful to all of )"OU from Jim down to the office 
boy.l\ndm:~.ybe thc:offittboy"illbeNarion3l 

Ch3irm:tn or IWident tbout thirty )"r:Jrt from 

I w:~nt to thank }"OU for all that youha\'C: 

donc:-ll the m;my hours that you have $(1Cill, 

overtime and rc:gulu time:, r1Q( on!}• \\"Orking 

in the offica but doing a lot of wori:: b:lck in 

)'OUr own homes.. 

h h.ubccn an inspiration fOt" me to ki"IOW 

tlat I h:tve had the suppon of all )"OU good 

people, noc only the l:tst fO( mont!n but aho 

the: l:tfl few )"Can, :~.~~d I think we an: going to 

continuctohavethatsupportinthenextfour 

So once more let me thank you f rom the 

bottomofmyhe:trt. IY.ishlcoulrlmccte:tch 

andeveryoneofyouin person.! waut )'OUIO 

con:Ndcr that I have $haken the h:~.ndofeach 

and every one of you :tnd I hope that we will 
meet spin tome cb.y 10011. 

I want toukethisoca:Non, when )"OUan:all 

hen:,tottndourthanH, )"OUnand mine, to the 

many hundreds of mc:n and women in all the 

S.:atesofthe Union,inaUthecountinofthe 

Union, in all the villagd 2nd cities of the 

l 'nion,whoin thciro""" w:~yhl\"e been c::tr· 

l")"ing on the umc kind of t.lsk th:n III"C ha\'C 

Ill-en cntp.gcd in. I :~.m goingtoa$k:Jim to send 

your regards, my regards, your thanks and my 

thankstothoscinevcryp:~rtofthc~.:ttionwho 

ha\"e been working !O""ltrds the gO:tl th.1t we 

allbdit,·ewc:an:goington:achnertTucscb.y. 

Goodb)-e and good I lid:. 



TIII:<K I am entitled touy, "my fellow 

"'"Ori::er.~": I en''r rou,btc:a~>SC inpre

,-ious)-ni"S llul'e-bttn:tt HeadqU2r· 

ten during nmp;1igns. I know how hud tl'le 

work is, but it is fun, ~nd during thc:!c: p:m 

momhs t hne mis:.c:d being up here in New 

York City helping )'OU good )X:ople to make 

thc:"·hcelsgoround. 

llut rou, too, h~l'C miMed tomething. I wish 

)'OU could lul'e been out on the rocad ..-ith me; 

it would hz1-e givm )'OU a tren-M:~ thrill, 

j~ :u it did me, going into~arnt many dif

ferent pa~ofthc:rountry,llttingthc: f:taS 
of men, women and children :md C$pecially 

t~~..-eingtheirintcrcst in thingti\n1crinn. 

I think thell'IOSI: in1pon~nt imprcS$N:m that 

I ha1•c nnicd "''ith me thf'OU8h these p.t5t 

weeb hu been the imJ'T'CM'ion th~t more: 

gm~ti) than in anr ocher ampaign in all of 

out Amtrinn history, people 11re tiling an 

intelligent intc~-re:ading, going ~nd lis

tening to people's talks, m~ding all the litc:n

tureofbothparties,~ndtllcn m1kingupthcir 

own minds. It is the great~'it thing that has 

h:tppei!Cd f(}l' our dcmot"r:ztic form of gol'!'rn

mentintht:$1Cl:tter)'C:lrt. 

lamgbdth:ltpeoplelu\'Cbcenre~dingthc: 

literature of boc:h sKies. I am a l:td dut they 

lu1-e been going to meetings where people on 

bothsides~. ltisancxtcnsionoftheforum 

idcaofgettingbol:hsidc:•oftheque-5tion pre

sented. Of course: I mar bo: a l inle prejudiced, 

but at thc:!:tmcunle I bdic,..e th:ttthcmore 

pcoplegotoforums,thernorcpeopleliMento 

both llidesand read the literature of both si&s, 

e1·e:n thenew\j;papers,thebiggcrourmajority 

ifgoingtobo:. 

You at Headquarten, of courx, J'f'epare 

thc:111;1ttrialf0f'thi5Cimp.tignandt«toitthat 

CI'CT)' city :md c••ery coonty and c•·ery liulc 

hamlet is gi\'en the inform:nion, 1nd I 1m 

proudofthefactthuourinformation h:tsbeen 

kepi at :t pretty high le,·d. 

Orttra.son forthuis thef:tttth2tweha\'e 

at the: had of this eamp:tign a man who Ius 

al"''ll)'lbcentqw.re:. 

I h:t\-e known Jim Farley for a great nuny 

)T:tl'!l and I lu•·e n~ver known him )'et to do 

orthink2me:1nthing. 

For a long time now- good many ye1rs, 

he has be~n taking it on the thin-t2king it on 

the chin with a smile and not b:ming an erdid, 

because, l thinkinthebackofhishadhehad 

had the ide:t th:tt in spite: of al l kinds of unfair 

attxh. the :\merican people, just like you and 

me, will rad him for ..-hat he: is, absolutely 

on the: )c,-.:1. 

And incidemall)', of rourK, I get reports 

n~ onlr from Jim bm from l~s of people

about wh2t has bce11 going on here in New 

YOf'k and, after experience 11•ith nun}' head

qll2ners <hting back to 1912, I h:t•·e come to 

thC:\'ct}'dc-6nitccond~ontlutthc.orQtiorul 

he:rodqU2nersthif )Urtus bce:n •·h:ttiJI'Ceall 

inthcN:t••y"::hlpp)'thip".!SoCI'I;lMedwires, 

tVCI'}1hing clicking, and the: rewh is going to 

bear that out ncxtTucsda)'. 
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