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On tbe eve or a national election, it b •.ell ror 

us to stop ror a moment end ano.lyze calmly a ad w1 thout 

preJudice the e r rtlat on our Nation. or a victory by either 

or the 1118Jor political parties. 

Tba problem or the electorete 1s rar deeper , rar 

mora Tital than tbe oontinua.nca in the Presidency or e.DJ 

individual. ~ '""l);'e greater issue goes beyond units or 
1 

humanity-- it goes to humen1ty itselr . 

In 1932 the isaue was the restoration or J..merican 

democracy; and the .A.atericsn people ware i n a mood to win. 

Tbey did win. In 1936 the lasue 1& the presanation or 

their victcry . ~ain tbey ere in a mood to win. ,t.gain 

they will l'Jin. 

More then rour years ego in accepting tho Democratic 

nominat ion in Chicago, I sa i d : •Give me your help not to win 

votes alone , but to win in this crusade to restore J.merica 

to 1 ts own people . " 
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The bsnnere or t hat oruaede still tly in 

.;,,; ... / 
the ..,._.or a Nation that 111 on the mar ch. 

" I t is needless to r epeat the det£1la or the 

program which tbla .ldmlniatration has been hammeriaa 

out on the en vile or experience. No amount or mia-

repreaentetion or etstlettoal contortion can conceal 

or blur or !llleer that record. Neither the ettecka or 

unscrupulous enemies nor the exaggeration or over-

zealous triende will aerve to mislead ~r..i:OMl 'l 

people. 

lnlat wee our hope in 1932? Above all other 

things the American people wanted ~. Tbey wanted 

peace or mind instead or gnawing rear. 

First , t hey aought escape from the personal 

terror whi ch bad etelkod tbem tor three yeare . They 

wanted the pet~ce t bet comes trom security in their 

hoaes -- safety tor their sa-rings -- permanence in 

their Jobs -- a r e 1r prot1t f U)D. their enterprhe . 
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Next, they wanted ~eece in the ~OCILDI\lnlty --

the peace that springe !rom the a bill ty to meet the 

needs or community lite -- acb.ool e, p l aygrounds, 

parka, sen! tat ion, hlghwaya - - those thi nga which 

are expected or solvent local government. They 

aought escape from dlalntegratlon end bankrUptcy I 

in local and ate.te attelra. 

They also eo1J.6ht peace within the Nation --

protection or their currency, fairer wages, the 

ending or long boura or toll, the abolition ot 

child labor , the elimination or wild- cat specula-

tlon, the safety or t:Jlelr children rrom kidnappera • 

.lnd , nnally, they aougllt peace with other 

Nations -- peece in e world ot unrest . The Nation 

kno.,,a that I he_!• war , and ;_know the.t the N!.!.!_on 

bates war . 
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I eubmlt to you a r ecord or peace'; end on that 

record e well - tou.nded expectation tor tuture peace --

peace tor the 1nd1v1duel, peace tor t he community, 

peace tor the Nation, end peace wi t h the world. 

Tonight I cell the roll -- tbe roll or honor 

or those who atood. with us in 1932 end still stand 

"'itb U8 today • 

• frit ten on it ere the names or mlllione who 

I j never had a cbenoe -- men at starvation wages , women in 

aweat ehopa , children e t leoma . 

g"ritten on it ere the names or those d1o despa ired , 

young men end youl16 women tor y,·bom opportunity had become 

a wlll-o • - the-w1ap • 

• lritten on it ere the namee or termers whose scree 

yi elded only bltterneae , bua!neae men whose books were 
I.-I 

portents or dlaeater -- boc.e owners who were raced with 

eviction -- !rugal o!tlzene whoee asvl nga were 1naecura . 



-·-
written there in large letters are t he names or 

countleu other J..aerictna or all parties end ell teltha ·-

Americana who bed eyes to .. a and beerte to ~.tnderateod --
. 

wboae oonaclencea were burdened beceuae too 1118DY or their 

fellowa were burdened -- who looked on these t nlne;a four 

years ego and said "This !llll be changed . ,/a will cbenge it." 

we atill lead that army in 1936 . They stood with us 

th~ because tbery believed . Tbey stand with ua today beceuae 

they ~o!. And w1 t h them a t end millions or new recruits who 

have come to lalow, 

Their ~-o~a bne becou:.e ~ur r ecord . 

we have not come this far w1 thout a a truggle -- end 

I assure you we cannot go !\> r tber wit bout • otrugglo . ~ 

tor twelTe yeera this Nation wee attlloted with t o) ~>•tt'i 

beer-nothing , se~ootblng , do-nothing government . The 
- - 0 

Nation l ooked to government but the government looked eY<cy . ~4 
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Nine mocki ng yeera rl tb t.be gol den celt end three long 

years or tb e acourge1 Nine crazy years at the t1oker 

aDd three long yeera in the breedlinest Nine mad yeera 

o r mir age end throe long years or despair 1 Powerful 

influences strhe today to r estore that kind or so•ernment 

with ita doc"trine t.bet that government is best which 1a 

moat 1nd1Ct'e r ent. ~ 

For nearly tour yea r s you heve bad en J.dministr lltion 1~ 
which instead of twirling ita thumbs bas rolled up ita 

s leeves . ,/e will keep our s leeves rolled up . 

iile bed to atl"UB&l• wi th the old enemies or peace --

business end nnenclel monopoly;- apecul.a t.iono reck leu 

benking rclass entagonb111; eeot1onel1sm;- war profiteering . 

They bad begun to co naider the Government of the 

United states ee a mere appendage to t he ir own arreirs . 

We know now tb.et goverDI:II.eo. t by orgenlzed 1110ne;y l a Juat I( 
•• dangeroua as goTel'Jllllent by orgeni zed mob. 
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Never before in ell our history hove tbeae t'oroee 

been ao united egelnat one candi date es they stand to4ey . 

They ere Wl8D1moua in thei r hate tor me -- end I welcome .. 

I should like to have it said or my t1 rat 

!4mlnlatretlon tbet in it the rorcea ot selt'hbnoaa and 

or lust tor power met their ~a~b . I should like to have 

it said or my second Administration thet in it t beae forces 

met their maste r . 

II The J.merican peol)le mow troo a tour-year record 

that today there h only one entrance to the Olhite Houae --

by the trent door. since l.!arcb 4 , 1953 there baa been only ) 1 

one puskey to the 'llhite Kouae. I have cerr1e4 that key in 

my pocket. It ! a there tonight . So long as 1 em Pruideo.t , ~ 

it will re:ndn in my pocket. 

It 
II' 
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Tho a& who uaed to have passkeya are not happy. 

Some or them era deaperat e . Only desperate men with their 

becks to the wall would descend so t ar below the level or 

decent ci tizenehip a a to roster the currant pay·anvel opa '\.f 

campaign agel net J.merioa ' a work 1ng peopl e . Only roclr:leaa 

meo. , heedless or coneeq,uencee , would risk: the disruption 

or the hope tor a new peace between wor ker and employer 

by returning to t he teotioa or t he labor apy. 

Her e l a an amazing paradox ! The very em.ployera 

end pollti clana and newspapers who talk moet loudly or 

class ant agonism end tb a destruction or the J4er1cen eyatel!1 

now unden:Une that system by t his attempt to coerce the 

votes or t he wage earners . I t is the 19315 verdon or the 

old threat to cloae ck)lm the rectory o r the off i ce 1r a 

particular candidate doea not win . It 1a an old s trategy 

or tyrants to delude their T 1ctima into righting their 

battlea ror them. . 
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Every meaaege i n a pay envelope, a Ton 1 t 1 t h 

the truth , l a a command to vote a ccordlns to tbe will 

or the empl oyer , aut this pr opaganda h worse ~- it a 

decei t . 

They tell the worker his wage will be reduced by 

a contr ibution to ao11o Tague torm. or old- age ln&Urenca . 

They carefully conceal from him the teet that ror avery 

dolla r or premium he ~eye ror tbBt insurance , the 8JnPloyer 

pays another dollar. That om1ea1on l a deceit . 

They ceratully conceal from him the ract that under 

the tederel lew, he recelvea another insurance policy to 

help him it be loaes bla Job , end that the premium or that 

policy 1a paid 1~ by the employer end not one cent by the 

worker , They do not tell him tha t the insurance policy tbet 

is bought tor bltD. 1a rar more revoreble to him than any 

policy tbet any prlve t e lnal.lt'tiDCO compeny could attord to 

issue , That o:~~.1u1on 1• deceit . 
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They imply to hit~~ that he pays ell t he coat or 

bot h rorms or inaursnce. They carefully conceal rrom hit~~ 

the feet t het ror every dollar put up by him his employer 

puts up thr oe dol lar& -- three for one . And tha t omiasion ·~ 

But tbay era guilty or more t bsn decalt . ..lben they 

imply that the reaarvea thus cree.ted egsinat both these 

policies will be atolen by s ome tuture Cone:rau -- 41verted '1.,. 

to some wholly roreign purpose , they attack the integrity 

a nd honor or J.mericen Governcent i tselr . Those who suggest r 
that, are already a liena to the spirit or J.mericsn deJ!lOcracy. 

Let t hem e.aigrete and try their lot under eo=• foreign 

government in which they have more oonridence ., _ .:; j J 1\ )."" 
~ --

The rrou4ulfmt nature or this attempt i s well shown 

by the record or votes on tbe passage or the Social Security 

.Act . In addition to an ovtJrwhelllling maJority or Democrats 

in both Houses , aaYenty-aevan Republican Reproaentath'ea 
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voted ror it and onl y eighteen against 1 t end rlrteen 

Republican Senators voted ror it end only rln against 

it . ~'lbere dooa thla laat-e~inute drive or the Republican 

leadership leave these Repub..lcan Represente.tlvee and 

senator s who helped enact thla law? 

I 8.111. aura the vast maJority or lew- abidins buaineas 

men wbo are not pertlee to this propaganda tully appreciate 

the extent or the threat to honest business contained in 

t h i s coercion . 

I have expreased indignation at thia rorm or 

ca:».palgnina and I 8.111. conrident t bet the onrwbel.Jiina maJori ty 

or employers , Vl)rkere and t.be genoral public ebere tbet 

lndlgnetion end will aheM i t at the pella. 

Aside trom this phase or i t , I prerer to remember 

thla orunj)eign not l'a bitter but only as har d- fought . There 

should be no bitterneu or hate where tbe sole thougbt 1a the 

welrere or the United Stetea or Jomer lcn. No man ceo occupy 

the ot'rice or Preddent tt.itbout. realizing that he la Preddent. 

ot ell the oeoole . 



It h beceuae I heve sought to think in terma ot 

the whole Nat i on that I a:n oont1dent the.t tode.y , Jus t ea 

tour ye.ers ego , the people went more then proe~1aea . 

Our viaion tor t he tuture contei na EDOre tben 

promisee . 

This h our enawer to those "'bo, ailent about their 

own plena , ask ua to etete our obJecti ves . 

or course we will oontinu.e t o seek to improve 

working conditione tor the workers or Jomerice -- to redu.ce 

hours over- long, t o increase wages t hat apell atarvat1on, 

to end the labor ot cb 1ldren , to wipe out eweetabopa . or 

cou.rae we will continue every etror t to end mooopolJ ln 

bu.alness , to support collective bargaining, to atop unfair 

co:npet1t1oo , to abolish dlehonoreble trade prectiou. 

Por ell theae we have only Just begun to tight. 
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or couraa we will continue to work tor cheaper 

electr icity in the hoaea and on the terms or A.merica , tor 

bet t e r a nd cheaper transportation, tor low intereat rates , 

tor 80Under boca financing, tor bett er banking , tor the 

regulation or aecurit7 i .. uea, tor reciprocal trade 811ong 

na tions , tor the wi pins out or slums . ~or ell theae we have 

only juat begun to tight . 

or couru wa will oontinue our errorts in behelr or 

the termers or America. ./itb t hei r continued cooperation 

we will do ell in our power to end the piling up or huge 

surpluses which spelled ruinous prices tor t :'leir crops. 

Ja will persis t in aucceutul action tor better )..end uae , 

tor ref orestation , tor the conserve tion or water ell the 

wey rrom ita s ource to the a eo , tor drought and tlood control, 

tor better marketing racilitioa tor rarm commodities , ror 

e definite reduction or r ena tenancy, tor ancourageaent or 

f armer cooperativaa, tor crop insurance and a atable rood 

aupply . For all these we have only Just begun to tight. 

L 
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or course we will proYide useful work tor the needy 

unemployed ; we p r ater uaerul work to t he pauperism or a 

dole. 

Here end now I went to make :nyult clear about 

tboae who disparage their tellow citizens on t he roller 

rollll . They 1111!17 that t hoae on r elief ere not 111arel y 

jobless -- tha t they are wortbl e sa . Their solution tor 

the relief problem is to end reller - - to purge the rolls 

by s terve. t1on. To use t he l anguage or the stock broker , 

our needy unemployed would be cered tor when , ee , end. 1t , 

aome telry godmother ehould happen on the scene . 

You end I will continue to reruae to accept that 

estimate or our une.aaployed re1101~ Ameri cana . Your 

Government 1a still on the aeme aide or the street with 

the Good S8Jil8ritcn end not llit h those who peas by on the 

other side • 

.t.gsln -- what or our obJect.! vea? 
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or course we will continue our errorta tor young 

men end waoen ao that they may obt ain en education and 

an oppor tunity t o pu t i t to usa . or oourae, wo will 

continue our help ror the crippled , tor the blind, tor 

the mothers - - our insurance ror the unemployed -- our 

security ror the egad . or ooo.~rae we will continue to 

protect t he ooneumor agflinat unnecessary price spreads , 

against the costa that ere added by monopol y end speculation . 

We wi ll continue our aucoesuful errorta to increase hie 

purcbeaing power end to keep it constant. 

For these t.btnga, too , and for others 11lce them 

~----

we have only Just begun to fight . ~:;,; 

J.ll thh - - all theae obJectives - - spell peace at 

home . J.ll our ectiona , ell our !deale , spell alae peace ~t 

with other nutiona. 



Todey there 1e war end nunor ot war . we went 

none or it. But while we guo.rd our shores eseinet threets 

or wer , we will continuo to remove the causes or unreta t 

end e.ntegonism a t home wbicb lllight JUke our people ee.aier 

v i ctims to thoae tor l;hOQ toreign war is proritable . Those 

who stand to protit by war are not on our alde in thh 

campaign. 

,.Peace on earth, good .,111 toward men,. -- democracy 

must cling to that meaaage , ror it is my deep conviction 

that democracy cannot lhe without that true religion which ~ 

gives a nation a aenae or justice end or morel purpose . 

J.bove our politicol tol'Ullla , above our m.e.rket places atand ; 

the alters ot our teltb -- eltera on "'bleb bum the tires 

or devotion that meinteln all that 18 beet in ua end in 

our Nation. 
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'i/e bave need or tbet devotion tocley. It 1a tbe t 

which makes it pouibl e ror gover ment t o persuade tboao 

wbo are mental l y prepared to fight each other to OJ on 

instead , to work ror end to aacritice ror each other. 

That 1s v.b y we need to say with the Prophet -- •What 

doth the Lord require or thee -- but to 4o j ustly 1 

to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God . .. That 

i s why the recovery we seek, the r ecovery we ere wi nning, 

1s more then economic . In it are included Justice end 

love and humility -- not ror ourselves sa individuals 

alone , but ror our Nation. 'l'bet 1s t he road to pe•ce . 
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