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I have been readi ng the Christmas Carol to lilY 

fuily in accordance with our old custom . On this eve 

or Christ mas I want to quote to you the pledge of old 

Scrooge when, a!'ter IIIAnJ' vicissitudes, he had come to 

Wlderstabd in his heart the areat lesson and the gr eat 

opportunity of Chl'ist11utt.de . 

"I will honor Chris tsas in my heart, and try to 

keep it all the yea r . I will live in the Past, the Present 

and the Future. The spirits or all Three shall strive 

wi thin me. I will not shut out the lessons that they teach. " 

And at tht! end o r the story 1s this glorious 

passage : 

"Scr ooge was better then his -cor d . Be 
di d i t all and lnfinttely 11ore; and t o Tiny 
Tim, who did NOT die, he was a second f ather . 
He bec&r:le as good a friend, as good a maste r 
and as good a Cll8n as the good old city knew, 
or any other sood old city , town or borough in 
t he good old world . So•e people laughed t o see 
the alteration iQ hi m, but he let them laugh 
and littl e heeded t hem; for he was wi se enough 
to know that nothing ever happened on this gl obe 
t or good, at which s ome people d i d not have their 
f ill of l aughter in the out set. His own heart 
laugh ed; and tha t was sood enough for him . " 

The reaching or the Sermon on t he lloWlt 11 aa 

adequate to the needs or • en and or nations today aa when it 
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was first proela1.med uonc the hills above the Sea ot 

Galilee. In such •••sure as ita spirit is accepted men 

and nations may lay claim to be seekers after peace on 

earth. 

We of the Western Hemisphere have this year 

r ender ed special tribute to the s pirit or Christ.aaa, for 

we have pl edged anew our taith in the a rbitruent or 
reuson and the pr actice or friendship . To tho.t faith •• 

bear witness tonight . May that faith mall:e WJ happy today 

and tomorrow and through all the ca..ing year. 
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