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d.oftto.tlltllto~otlld.loo...,.,b,.thool<\tl-lA.oaoureot 

Ct::~~~ltt14 1nt;, l,...coraopoct offlll.lollewo.-.opl...,.ln.o;. 
PrnlouoMd.CII.--n,totudtuotl~l\ll4110tlrprM1..,, 
!!.o'OO"tMOWI<Iort..JcoiiOII" Mt l0-14obath. ht~OUJ>Ort 
t:...,.~ ... u.,., r - r l«!d anJ"'OS'liCd.'tJ't..,.Gr<Nitl'lAlllo 
C.O...Itt .. l:\c<>Opor<!.tlo:lott:oot:w rPodor&l"'«'l'\Cl•oato1 
olt:l lt.Uo u4 r o.;t"""'l pl.IIIC11'1o: ~...:Ito ~• a G""'')):IUt 
.,.,.,,tO'III'doolro ~t..o"l...,aprocruetocnouw:u .. , 
IICilllltor~~t&rl&. 

no,,..,,,. ~rov- h ...,114 ,.... , M ~rn.tho 
lOad olll r.r~ro Co<.:~~""""" ll.Mo of .. uoa ~ 1M 

~J01J:1~1:~Jh·t~t,~~::.~ ~.~lit'f.t~~~~~:'!t 

.~: 



u.._ .,.,. c:-=."" 1-r att6r4 to U h r -u .... u ..... u...,: 
t~ »• OC>I'IIl rupontl~tll~ tor -s.nt.., -\rliNU•• 
\o\!aoc:MHIO!Wp ... H!I\ IUIIOU .... ; .... o~P"lal!7...et. 
!lao r .. pondblll~ ror '.1114-or\Minc H INt ot oou.,. tt..,.UAI 
to orrocu.--u or ocu~ 1Q' tl>o otlllrt. 

"'-J>robl..,hono WtCWI"HlYe41 1oo.\ttbt 
toll>tion .. tu tU. tWo. n. .... rore a IM!liOJ' .. 'loll.t4 h 4.,. 
\t nolned., • l onc-ru.n l'J"OU• ro.,..1at H , .,4 na<111tlon bacun 
whboov.twut ... ottt-.r. 

'•~10,19l?. 





"-"'••. •~• .. .,.,. .r , .. C:...o 11oJoo _, __ .,. , .. 

.. u •. ~ ........ .,, ....... , ,lai.M •. 
;!oo . .... loU .. ooo Uovl,jt u... ·~· -- or 

ooo Cftot PloW U - _1,- .t ~lot .r o --­
--&.olo-lo-oo .. -oon_.., __ , 

--.... " .. o po"Mot -·---· 10lo 

_ ..... ,_ .. ol,_, .. ,, ·---·~·: .. 
-.. ---- ................. -._ -... ... . 
no-toas.-.r..,.....,., ..... u ...... _,_,•ot __ .... ,. .... ,.,,.a._ .. _,u ___ l_ 

• • ,.,_, .. ,.. _,.., ..... ., '"",.._or "'u-.,.. 
"'-J-1"' ... , - lo ._ l"lll ot loooo • ._,_ , 

.--.~ , ..... _ .... 1_ .......... -· -·-,.... _,. ·-·-· .. .,_,. "·--· ... -·"' ..... _, 
- ~l,r - or OOIOhll -·OM o•-. ••• <lltlooop 

....... ... ~ ... --....... -·-··-_ ....... 

.. ....... lo. _, ___ .. _ .. -... ......... -

.- ....... ,.!l.tooo----·-·--~ 
·- .-tooo. rouo ,._ , .. -""'"' ,. ..... ,.,. 10,. 

-oiUooo-- ••00-nlOwol _ _...,_ .. 
--IJloM. ~---lloo-.!_l..,olo lo-



n.t •loolo ••lo<' ot "-.. • l loo ..._. Ph b o 

- ... u . , ... ..._ • ••··- "' , .. _,~-. 

- .... ... .. ·-- -·- ,..u. -· ,...... ,..._ 
... _ .. _,_, ...... . _ . , ......... ,....w- .... _ 

_... ...... M o aoli-M ..... , 1.o U lo- .... , -

--"'--•"'"'""''"' ~ .... 1'1~--...... _ 
_ ..... .o~ ....... ,"'""-1_ .... .... ot ....... ... __ 

o.J.p~l"'-'" ... _ -··--.. ....... . .. . --.. ·--··· _ ...................... . 
._ ..... _,.....,. .. _ .. _,.,..u .. ... 

.o~n-~ ... •·--·.,u-- ... , • ., ,.,. , ... ..., __ 

........ , . . ... - · - ..... oll . .. . ....... u ' "" lhC!• 

__ ,__, __ ......... ._ .. ____ _ 
<o\U •- ta-. n.-. o~lo o...W. 1oo .. ~ o 

._ __ ,_ ,.. ......... -·-·-.._ ..,,_-



RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMIN/STRATI~ 

~w----- ,..-"""'"""" o2;2!?s-

In eODnection with \.be tortb.eoaing 
re.letae o! the Oreat PlA.1ns Re,..ort, it. bas oc­
curred to ae Uiit )-OU Mf want to consider the 
ldviu.bil1t.y or hold1r.e: 1 t bl.et a tew "-ls un­
tU the preaent. flood 11tuet!on has pused its -· I t.licve Uu-ee or t o\U' days will tind 
the newspepe::-.en •nxloue tor a tnlsb lead and 
Neept.ive t.o the Lho~bt that f'lood and DroUf;hL 
are f'unch:.:~mt.all) rolated. problems . 

YO\U'I Tel")' a1neerely, 

Honorable fre.nkl.in D. !looeeTd\. 
The 1:h1 te Houae 
llaehinCt.on, D, C. 



HATIOHAl. RESOURCES COMMITIEE 
INTERIOR IUilDING 

I e;ppreolete tM opportuA1ty to rn-1- tlMI 4n.tl 
ot a po•1bl& a-..p lo COzlcno• tru...1 tU"C th& 
nport ot tt» ar-t Pl&.laa c:r.:x-t.tt ... 

.u DOtH 1D II,J' litter or ;reuary 14 and tbe accoa­
p&IIJ'1n& .-:~read\a by Kr. ~uo ot J'euary 130 til­
are a -ber or po1nh 111 tile report at tile Graat Plaia• 
ac-lttee 1D. 1h relat1o1u to the aot11'1t1ee ot t~ 
N&UO:Ual RUOUI'OII OC.UttH wbicllneed olarttt.oett.on, 
Tta•• d1tt1cu.l.t1•• 111e:llt be lladle d by 1naert1Jl& 111 till 
••-.c• • a•• pe.ra&r&pb attar tile •ta'-ant coaoenliaa 
the DM4 tor & DIW 100~ 1D. till GNat Pli1Diil re&iOD 
t.D4 bet ore tbe d1aoua1on ot "Prr~". 

'"'Diie aubjeC't 11 4ealt wu.ll 111 4etaU s.. 121& 
r~t Oil •Pilbllc WDrlu Plamiac• b7 the Nat1oDe.l 
R&IIOIU'C&I o..ittM Wbioll I b.Da tre.ua1ttl4 to 
CoD&re•· Prmoua u4 ourraat atu41•• ot le.Dd 
a4 .. tv probl•• u4.rtali1Na oa • aat1c.-w14e 
b .. t.a ba•• bee ntorkl4 e4 applied by tlll GrMt 
Pb.1.nl la'ol.lfll:l,t c-1\:tM 1D 000p&r&t1CIA With Otlllr 
State u.4 Reaioaal plaaaiaa q~oiaa W 41'falo;p a 
procraa ot 00111truot11'e aotlc. tor the clrousht arM." 

.i. a•• 001>7 ot Kr. Cooke• a 4n.tt tor t he Mila&&&, 
1Doluding th11 para,sriPho 11 &thchad hereto tor )'Our ocm­
a1bre.t10Do 

--



!10. 1 

To the Concre11 ot the United Statui 

I trllll~lt harn1th tor the lntoru.tton ot the Coccre11, the report 
ot t.he Grea t Plain• Co=ittee under the t1tla, ·~e i'utlU'e ot t.b4l GnN~.t 
Pla !.na•. 

'l!!l.a nport l.n41catae cl!tarl;r t.hat the problu: of the o-r.at Plaine 
11 not aerel7 one ot relief of a COur&«&&u• and ener cetic people who 
hs:"e been atrteken 'tQr aenrel :yeau of drO\l«ht durl11,1 a per1o4 ot 
economi c depretdon. It 11 trucb more t\mdomental thru1 the.t . :Dapre11ton 
&nd drou.!:bt have onl7 accent uated a altue.Uon which h.a• bean l one daYe lop­
tng. The probl OCI 1t one of arreattnc the decline ot en e.e;rlculturalaconoJIIY 
not aciapUd to tbe clba.tic condl t1on1 bacau1e ot l ack of tntoraat ton and 
un4eratan41~~& at tbe time ot aattl•ent , en4 ot r eadjutttn.c tb&t eCODOIIIQ' 
in the U~t ot later ~rtence end of achnt1t1c tnton:.atton now 
aY&ilable. 

'!'he aatthra ot tha Plaint brou&M with the. agricultural praettcea 
da1"elope4 i n tha 110ra hu:dd reponl fro• which the,- c:Nce. !)' h11tor1c 
cireu~~atauca the perto4 of eettle:::ant wee ,.neral l y one of ratnfl!ll aboYe 
the aver~ , e.nd , althou,gb •e.tar .. e known to be acu-ca , theta pracUcaa 
then appeared to be au1table . The lon.r--ruz~ experience , however , h.aa 
41aclo•ed tha t the rainto.ll ot the area b.over e around , and , for oonetder­
able perio4a, !IIlli below tJ",e crt tical point a t which 1t h poallbla to 
cow crop• b)' the acriculturel -thode co...on t.o hWIII1d rer;ton1 . J. nnw 
econG~:~Y IIU.&t 1M 4&Yalopcd •hich 11 baled on tbe conael"tatton 1nd 
effective utlUr.atton ot all t!le -.ter ava1lnbla , upeciallJ' th6t wb.lch 
falla al ra1n t.Ad anow: an. eCODOIO" "lhtch r apr e•ar.tl pner.J.17 a .ora 
rational adjuat::.ent ot t!:le ore;anlu.ttoa of a.."'Ticul ture and cropln.; :;olt..""ll 
and •eL'todl t.o natural conditiODI. 

'l'bh anbjlct 11 deult -ri th in detail in the Npcrt on •PubUo ilorkl 
PllUUltn&• b)' the lfatton.:ll Reaourcea Co:.Hteo "llhtch I bava tra.""le:::1tte4 
to Con.,."'Tell. PruiOUI and r:rurrent 1tudi11 of le.nd an4 water problet!l 
Wldertakea on a no.Uon- wl.de ba.lh have been rewor~>ed nnd npplta<l. bf tho 
Great Plain• DroU{;ht Co~~~:~~tttee in ooo!)&ration with o t her State end 

Regional plMnln« aaenclea to develop a proc:r~~~:~ of eonttruct1ve action 
tor t.">\e 4rou.::ht Arl&. 

'lhntevar proga:a h adDptM Wit "t>. cooperau.,. aDd rill r 1quira co»­
plG~ental")' linea ot action b7 the 7.-d.lrel OoVerD!'IInt , State coverNMntl 
e.nd all the ctthen1 ot the Rest.on 1ndiv1d\WI.ll.)o. Ench hc..e - terial 
lntere1t1 at 1Ub and can no loncer attord to deter o::~n•tructhe action; 
tacb baa .oral rupoallbi lit:y tor wuritti~ contribution• to t:MI WUIII of U. 
pr etent lituv.Uon: and eapeciallJ' each b.aa re1pon11b1l1t7 for underta'<tng 
U ne1 ot action e111ntial to etfeottvenell of action by" tho other a . 

The probln h one that CD.I:I be 101'1'1d, but theiOlutton will t.elca tb1o , 
!he:-efor e a poli cy lhould be detn:::~inld, a lou.,-rua progrtull tor=ul.ated, 
and executloa bltun .tthout undue del~. 



... . 
t t.-ra••U Mretr\ \b for \be ia!o!"M.UOa of \be Co~ll. tbe npon 

of t»aa Or..\ Plat•• c-tu .. wutor- \lao uno, ·~ ~t.I:IN or lM OrMt 

Pla iao• . 

t'M Nport. laticatu ol.arQ- U.• t tba prolll oa of t.bo Or.at. nah.o 
h Ht .. ,..17 oM of nlhf of a oounceo•• Ad u u p Uc people fto 
u." liMa otrlcke:a lv H't'OHl ,..an or fnQcb.\ 4ttr1Jic t. ptl1o4 of 

ooo...to ~alioa. U 11 .-ell .,.. ha4Mn\el Uwl u..at . Depn11i oa 
aM llrow,pt ._,.. oDlJ MC.II\ll.ated. a oUaUoa 'llhlda tw. '"- lo-c lnalop­

tac"· 'fttll probl • h 011 o f arruU-c the hcllao of -. "«<'lcral taral a COfiOIIJ' 

aot ~tH to ~ cu-uo c011111Uo .. "~" of ~or latonu.Uoa lt.a4 

ua~orotoll4.1~ e.t ~ \1M of tottl•oat, •4 o-1 r ..,4Judlft&: \hr.;\ 10011019 
La tho llcbt of later e~rlonco mul or •oloBtUic taror.a.Uoa rr.ow 
a•allallh. 

fte Mltlar. of \.be Plalao broa&bt wlt.b Uto• ecrtedtaral pr..cuc .. 
U..lopecl 1a \bo •ra -.11 nstou fro~~ •b1cll Utoq CMO. Jr .. 11\orlc 
c1t- aluc. U.. perto4 of MUlaa .. t. ... pa.nl-17 oao of ralatall allo'ra 
tho &ftr ace , &DI. , al~ ••ter -.a.a kaon to M ocaJ'ot, tb&M praoUcaa 
\?In IPJ4U'I4 t o N ollitable. 'rha lOIIC-'1"1111 ~atptrloaco , hoYel'tr, blle 

4holote4 Ut.at tho raiatlll or th• u•• bo•arl al"'a.d , u4, for oou14aJ"­
a'bl a parlod.l, talh Mln the crlUcal polat a t •b.lcb 1t h poulbh to 

crow cropa 'to' U:le -.ulcultur&l n t lto4• oo-• to lra14 Heloaa. A ... 

ltC('tiOIQ" auat M 4a"l ope4 W'b.idl h MM4 oa U. COIHJ"TaUOa Q( 

eft•eU" a U U"Uoa of all tM .. tu ~ll,.ble, ••cWlJ' tNt ft.ldl. 

f&lh • • rala Hid. noe: u eoo.,.,- llllblcla "P"Mah cuerall7 a •n 
J'a tloul ad.Juat.c•at of \ be O!' .... l'lh a Uoa ot fVJ'icu.ltmre 1111( CI'OplltC pl aaa 
u~ .. t hode to aat.ral ooii41Uoaa. 

l'bh aubJeet 1a dealt .t\h 1a 4at..U h \he npol't oa • Pu'Ulc l orn 

Pb.aa111C• 'b7 t.M latloa.al. le.o~• co..tu .. 'llhloil I ha" tna•Ute4 

to Co~r .. a. PreY1oue -' C!D'T"ell\ at\141 .. of laad .,., "ter pro'bl e .. 
11:a4nt&ba oa a u.Uoa-.t.h 'best a )uo." liMa J"ee''rkM aM. appUH 'to' t.be 

ana\ Pl&lae Droa&bt CO.lU- la _,_ratloa wlUl otbn IU.h .-4 
~ou.l :Pl.eaala&: aceaot .. to ""•lop a P"&J'• of ~••tn.cu .. .euo. 
for \be dro..Pt .,..., 

llbat .... r procr .. 11 adop\H - -' be oooperathe INld ri'll n quin oo­
pl-l'ltaq u ... of -..uoe tv the P.Urel CkiYeJ"~Uteat, ltata co•ermMa\e 
aa4 all \be cUlleu of Ula la&loa la4ht4v.llT. ~ bu .. urtal 
lakrnh a t e L.alta Nl4 caa 110 loa,:ar llfor4 \o hfer ooaetrucu" e.euoa: 

Nda • • •I'll r•.,out.\111\7 for amrUUa,s o...atrt-.aUoaa to U. __., of U. 

pHMat d t aaUoa; ..S eep~clallJ' Noll b.u napoad\ 111\7 for 1l:a41n'ta..c:lac 
ltaea of M tloa ea ... Ual to ettecu._. .. of .c:UO& "" UMi olben. 

the FO'bl• h 0 .. U...t OU. M IOl TH, bat t buol utloa wU l t.lll:l U-, 

!!:Ienton a polt.q eboal4 be 4at em1DI4, a l oll&"'rua :PrOgM forwula.\14, 

u4 e:a:aov.Uoa ~~ wltM\It \lad'~~!~ blq, 



F'ro:'l - Worr1• L. Cooke 



lo, 1 

to t.ba eoncr- • of the United 3tlltA" 

1 tnn•.U. hen·dth tor 't.he 1nfo~tl.oo of the Conard•, t.b1 
noport of UMI Q~ t n11M c-.tt\M UD':11r the t1t.le, -The Pu.t\IM 
or t.hl Or..\ Pl.l.ina'. 

Tbl :r-port. 1ncUut.11 ell rl.T t.h. t. t he FOblu or tbl Gr.t.\ 
Pllloa 11 Mt. MnlT oa• o!' nll1f of • eoun.pou.11 ~ IMrpUo 
peopb -.ho haft bHn lt.Ticbla b7 11 ....... 1 TIUI of clrou(M. ll\lr\.ftc 
• Jllr 1od of eooDOalc dlpr .. a!on, I t. 11 aacb._~ t\md....n\.tl.l 
tbu. Ulat.. O.pn .. l «a ud d.ro113ht ban onlJ' aoce~tt.uat.ld 1. a1t.UL­
t1oa •b..ich U.s bMn long denlc.pifts . Tbl prohle-. 11 ooo of arreat.­
tq t.IMI d.~eli.D• ot u Ct,-r1c:ult.urfll eOOOO!Q' not .clept.ld t.o thl 
clt-Uc ~11.1~ b.ceuse or lack or 1nro""~uon u11 ~•r•t M­
tq et thl t.!M or llt.t.l-.nt. , and of ~justinf! that. HOGOIQ' 1D 
tM lt.g)lt or la\lr uper1Poe .-net ot c! en~!llc:: info.-.. Uoo oow 
a ni.lar.bll o 

"'- 11t.Ua- c! tbe P!.r.!na ~·•;tit ,.!UI tt- -«r1eult ur.l 
practic:.a a-loped 1n t..'w ~- !'PUl!d - 4 1 ~ol n-o mtc::h t.bl7 ~. 
lib' b11-.o~1o ciroua8t. .1101 t.."M pe~t"ld o" uU\•--. .._ .tea•r•UJ' 
<lQI or 1'1\i.Dflll ~~ tha • TO-nto, en:~, lth u;:b -.t.t;r -.u knon. 
to bl _.C:Ir"CI ,~·· pre.ct1CII!II t.b<'n "r. .. ,.ld t.o '!» 1ulta' b . The 
1011.(-ru.a ll.JIIrliAC01 hO"Wowo~, tu• "i'IQloltod. th•t t.h• r•lDfall or 
tiM 11'11 hovar1 arOUD{, ·.nd, "or ('en,.lderebla pttr1!3dl1 "ulll billow 
t.ba crlllloel pc;tut. et. -.h!c::h lt. 11 PQI&l"l o to crow c:rope bJ t.lMi 
eerlcult.urll .. ~·.cda ~o=~ t.o btw.id re1ion.e. A MW eoooo., .u.at. 
bl d.cnlopid. 'llbic:h 11 ltosed on t.'w coootf'Tat.!oa md eff.ot.h'l 
ut.illan!on c!' oll t.ba c-ater u•U bl11 ••pacUJ.lJ' t.lu.t .!l.loh 
fill• u n.~ t.Od. aoo-; 1.1:1. ,.~ wb.lc:h "pra-t.e .;.aer .. l l,r a .ore 
reUOAal. .d.jua~1. of the orc•"lu.t.!on of -cr1 ult.ure aDd cro-
PiDI plc:.na ~ M\W:ld.l to n t.ur<"l ccndt tiona . 

lbatAvar progr..- 1o adopt.ld ~t. be COOpir&t.1,.. nnd wi ll J"l­

qulre COIIpl ... atur linea of at.lon br thl P'ad.1!"fll. Go..-e ruent , Stat. 
fO"J"DMilU lali Ill t.be a1t.1una of t.b1 Rea1oa lrw:Uvld\l.ll.l¥ • lo&oh 
bas -tAor!al lnt.IMit.l et. atl'.ka &tid ct.n aa lOD!I•r Afford t.o d1f'1r 
conet.rucUn act.10DI ••eb ba . .onl nepona1bU1\,J for una-lt.Uzt.~ 
coaU1but.1one t.o tbe cau~ee of t.bll preaaat. 11'\UII.t.lonf U..S llptc1&lJ.7 
Mch 1ta1 n•poal1b1l1\,J for WkiertLkinll llMs ot c t.i 011. 111ut.iel 
to aff'Ktl-•• or t-et! oa b7 \be o\be;r e . 

'rbl proal.M. 11 oae tbtlt oa:a bl aol...S, bul. t.bl aol utioa will 
t.lob U.- , 'lblrefore I poliq 1Y"uld be 4eter.1ftld1 I loq-NII 
prov•• f'onula t.ed., .ad axacut.lca ~1\Ul w!U.OU.t UDdue d•lAT• 



lo. 2 

I tn.nuU bar.wi\h tor tha lntonM.tlcm or tha Coa­
,,.. .. , a bttar fro• t.ha Cbai~ or tba CTMt Pl.ai.aJ co .... 
altt.a aceocpe.nhd b)' tba r aport ot t.ha Co.-itt.. .nt1t led1 
•Tba l'lltura or U!.a Oreat Pl.&1n1 .• 

Tha raport lndle• t..• cl•rlJ' Uw.t tha ~bl .. or t.ba 
Gr.at Pl.J.ira 11 not MH}¥ ona or nlh! o! a ooun.seou.• 
&lid an•rr•Uo p10pla wbo bawa bMrl Jtrickla by ••••n.l 
,.....,.. o r <lrouaht duri.J:IC • p.rlod ot .coftOalc d.epn .. ioo. 
It 11 aach ..,,.. f\anda.aa\&1 t.h&ft 'Au, ror c!e.,r-auioo aAd 
d.ro\wht. "'" onl.7 acoall~t..d a Jltua\.lon .tll= baa beea 
lone daYalo-;W~a. The probl• 11 otla or &r"Hit.inc tha Cia­
cline or II.Q 't"riCW.w.nl H0n011Q' DOt adapt.~~! W Lbe cliaat.­
i c CC»''ditiOflll bac&\l.le Of h ell: or inforM.tiOD and \IDderJ\.&Dd• 
1.nc u tha tiM or .. tU.-tt , IW1d o! rH4juatl.nc tbat JCOA• 
o.r in tha ll&bt or lat.r u~o»rianca and o! ac1"'t.1!1c 1n­
rorMt1on GO• avaU.able. 

The aett.ler• or t.he Pldu Wo\liht. rit.h th .. -aric....., 
ural pract.icoa de1'1loped i a the 110n hu.id recione fro• 
'IIliiCh they c...a. 8)" hiltoriO ClrCU!IIIt&ftC .. t.be period Of 
.. tu ... nt Q l ~:eneraU,. one or rai11tall abo,.e the ••era&a, 
and , al.t.bo\lib •tar ' "' lmo-n to ba Jc&rca, u.. .. pract.lceJ 
than appe&l"ed to " •uitM.bla . The lone-run upu1anca, boa­
..,.r, ba1 d.ilcloaed t.bat tha n.t.nrall or the a rM bo1'ara 
a.round and !or conJidarabla p.rioda talla balow tba cri\.lcal 
f!Olnt a t r.u= it 11 .o•- 1bla to aro• crop~ by t.be acrtcult.­
ural. aet..boc!a - to bu:l1d r .. iona. J. n.-. K0C101Q' -t. .,. 
daw.loped which b baa~ oa tba C011Hrnt.t1on and a!teeU•• 
uUUaaUoa o r a.ll \be •ter a• ail•bla, aaOIJCla!.lJ' t..':l&t .t:r.icb 
fall.J U rai.a and J:IOWJ &II aconcN11 wfticb T'J;~T'e .. D\.a 1 Mird.l1 
a IIONI ratiooal adjwWMt o! t.ba OJ'Iani&ation or acrie~LU.ura 
and croppiQI: plana &tid .. t.bocla w M.\.Ur&l co:xUtioaa. 

TIM probln h ona tn.t. can be aol...cl , but the solt.IUOG 
will t.&ka U.a , thaNI!Ora a ,:olio)' 1hollld ba de t.a...tned , a 
loJll-run pl'O£r .. torw.U.atad , and execution becun without un­
dua dal•1• 

\ 



lo, J 

to the CoQi1"111 of t.be United St.et.111 

I tre.nait bernitb tor the 1n!on:~at1on of the 
eoncn .. , \be nport or the Crut Plaine to.a1tt.ee 
Wider the Utle, •the 1\lt~ of t.be CrNt PLaiu•. 

'ftle T&pOrt 1ndihtle olee.rl)- that \he pJ'Obl• 
of the Cr.at Pldu 11 Mt. Mn}J on. of nUet of 
a ooure.ceou• and •nwri•U o people -.a M.<t"l blea 
at.rickla b)' ~~nard JM.rl of ~t chlr1Dc a perl.od 
of .co.-i.e: dapr .. a1oa, I\ 11 llliCb aora l'lmdaaeat.al 
tM.A t.M.t, for depra11loa aad dro~t bc.va onl7 •o­
oaatta~~.ted a ait.u.Uoa tlb1ob baa beea loll& deT~loplfli• 
the probl- 11 on. or &TJ"Ut1Jlll \ha t'ecl1ne of ..a •&­
riou.lt.ural. 1100001Q" not ..Upt.«<. to the cu.-tic eoadi­
U.on:; bec..uao or lAck of lA!orMUon arad tmderl tiQdiq 
at the U.e of aettl-ent, and of r .. dJur;ti~ that ... 
co-., i n t.be ll&bt of l a tAr expertenca ar.d of tciiD-­
t 1!1c 1nt01"1111t1on no• c.v•Uable, 

lhaW•ar prosrll.a 11 ~pt.ed auat b e coo'ar'IIU•a 
and •ill require cocpleoaant.tu"]' Uno• of a cUC).I!; by t.ha 
Fedan.l Coval"GGeelt, St.at.e ro•er.ant l llld all t.ba c1 t.­
iaana or Ule RqioD 1Dd1T1d~aall,y . !;t.ch raa .. terlal. 
i.Dt.uaata at. at&lta aad C&D DO lollior a fford to deter 
conat.rucU" aotlonJ aach ta..a 110Ml. napo~a1b1llt.J for 
UDntti.l)i oontr1but.1ou to tl::a o-..1£11 of 'Uia PT'IIant 
ait.at.Uon; ud aapaoi&ll7 •cb b.a re.;~Gn.ib1U~ tor 
\lndart.a.lt1D& U..a of action a .. enuu to af!octhanaaa 
of acUoa b7 t.ha ot.hva. 

tha ~ h ooa that C&Q ba aol<t"cc!, b~at !t.a 
aoluUon nll t&lta u... th-tora a polley abou.ld ba 
dat.rwinad, 1 l ODC-I'\ID procru for.W..tad , a nd u­
U.on beCUft wttbo~at llnd1a41 delaJ. 



RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION 

~. Rudolph Forater 
'1'be r.b1 te Houae 

~ d~ ~. Forater1 

Ju.U1Jr125 , 1937 

r aa not e.cquainted wU.l't the points ralaed l7 
S.cretenr- Ic.kea a.nd llr. Ddano 1n c:onneet!on •1th t.h. 
report of t.h GT'M.t. Pl&lna Cor\:•1tt.ee . B.Jt tl:ey c&J Mn 
to do with the apncy ·~•ted to" ow- c-Jtt.e. to effeet 
eoord1r.et!on 1n the field - these ,entluen u.y be L.p­
pnhenain that tha plAn proposed 'Will not !u.:r.onize 111U. 
the pending reorgr.nba.tion of the aeth·1t.if"s of the National 
P.eaourc:e a Colll.l!li t.tee . 

Our c.o.;,ttt.ee Nll et.ref'ul to oae 11iOT'ding 11hic:l, 
Y"Ould not c:on.fl1c:t 1'ilh IU\Y auc:h rttorgt.ni~tion Mftver 
Cotlprehansive aai rlldi~l it aitht be . lte did have in l'l i nd 
hO'Qver that. t he work of' coordination in the Gl-er t Plalna 
~~ 11 ao u.rt;ent that it should not be all011:ed to W&it . 
Ia the deelaion.e are rl!f ct.ad aa to canon ~ govt<r na;enU.l 
norg~:.at!oe tba netel!.l<f ry rMdjuat.enta with •hat 18 down 
ncra 1n tba Grel.t Pl.elr.a cen be -se. P\lrther your att.ent.!on 
1s called to the fact t.h&. t. no re~nd.eotiona are liada U1 
the aucgaat.ed btt .• r of t.n.na•ltt...l - cart&lnly DOna tat 
a!feet. organiu.t1on, 

f.'1ll you t.1ndly 1" that. u-.eae obael"Vdlooa are 
brought. to the Prea1dent1a att.e-ntioo 1f 1n 1our judg.ellt 
1t. beco·.ea deai rahla 10 to do . 

Thank1na you for your interest , I aa 



RURAL EUCTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION 
llrf'IQifWfNCAOMIIIIIfltAta 

WASHINGTOH 

J'&nl.l!'lr)' 22 , 1937. 

In &newer t.o )"'W' requeet. I .. Hl'ldin&: 
JOU t..'lree drert.e or e ~elble ... !JI&• t.o the Con­
'"'' t.r&.'\u.it.t.ln&: the H>lOrt. ot the G~t. Plaine 
C-.lt t.ell . We pN!'er the one -.rked 'fo . l but it 
is a bit lont,:er t.ban the other two . 

Co"'lill or the report wUl be in )'OUr 

hands tomorrow - IJaturd.,.. In t.alkine tha oatt.er 
over rlt.lt ~ . la.rl:y and h&Yi"i in Unci your ex­
pressed desire to send the r eport to the Capitol 
"ae aoon after Inaueurat.lon u poaslble" we t hought 
that poes l bl:y you ldeht want to 1end it up on 
Tue~ay, January 26 1t the Colll[reas h to be in 
seu l on. I n t.'l.i e ca1e t.hl reportl could be given 
to t..'l.e newepe.pera on Jlond.,.. 

Honor .... bl e J'randin D. Roosevelt 
The Wh1 t.a Houee 
Wuhinc;ton , D. C. 
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I t r anaait. herewith ror the 1ntorat1an or t.be Congnae , the 
r.port. ot \.be Greut Ple.ina ~t.tee u.nder the title , "Tbe FUture 

ot tbe Gret. t Plaina•. 

'l'b4l report lndice.t.e cle,.rly thl t. the proble• or tM Great 
Pla1na 1a not ""lT one o~ reltet ot • eouraceoua &nd eneT-pt.ic 
people who bawa been atr1ckeo b)' aewer al ywra o! drought. dW'in&; 
a period ot ecoooedc depression . It. 11 8UCh .ore C'und ... nt.al 
then t.Mt. . Depreuion Mel dr oua;ht. Mn onq accentuated • dt.ua­
t1on "hich hn been lone: denloplq. 11le problea l a one or arrent.­
lng the decline or an agricultural econo.y not adapted to the 
c.11-t1e cond1t.1ona bee.~~uae or lack or intonati on aDd und.rat.tDd­
l.eg at the tlu or sett.le~:ent, end ot r@adjuat1J18 that. eoohOliO' 1n 
the U e:ht. or l&ter eJ:perlence end or ~ctent1f1c ill!'OJ"Dttion no. 
r:nll.Lble . 

The aet.Uera of t.be Plr.l111 ~t with tm. q;r!.cult.VIIl 
practice& dawaloped 1n t.M -ore tn.a1d ree:looa rrv.. which the7 ~. 
- hilt.orlc ci..rcumat..l nce the period or ae t.tle.ent '1!1111 pn,.rdlJ 
one of rfl1nta1 cbove t he e.n..-a1• • and. , l!lth"'11ih .,ater wa1 known 
to be act:rce, the~e pract.icea then app .. red t.o be IIU.ita-,le. The 
101'18-rlln experlt!nce , however, hall d l acloeed t.Not the r• lntall or 
the area hovers around , ~nd , for conddernble periods , !1.1111 below 
the crit.lcal point at y;hich it 11 pouible to grow crope by the 
agricultural .. u-.<XSa cc:-on t.o hwald regions . A new eCODOIO' .at 
be (!eYeloped .tdeh 1a ba .. d on tJw conaaTYatl oo uw:! etfecU"e 
ut.Ubatioo o! c:.ll the nt..r awallt:bla , a apecie.llT that Rich 
taU• u r loia lllld 1now; u eCODCM1 'lllhich repre~ta ~nanllJ' a .ore 
n.tloMl. adJuet.ent or t.M ora:anhat1on or qri- ult.ure and cro-
pi!ll plc.na t.DCS •\hods t.o Mtural con:11t.1ona , 

fJ,J,,~r A ~be. \.ever progrt<JI is adopted ~n~~~t. be cooper.tin nnd will re­
~ ~~-:olftple.e11tacy linea of [ctlon by the Federal GovernMnt.1 St6t.e 

. gove-nant.a and all the clthena of the Region indi vidually . &!.ch 
h.aa At.l·ial int..reat a &.t &taka and Ctn no longer aftord t.o deter 
conatructhe act.ionl eoch hu -oN~.l reaponaibllity tor unw1t.t.Lnc 
cor~t.r1but1ona to \he eauaea ot tbe pre&ent &1t uat.1on1 tDd eapec1ally 
each b.u reapoca1b111t1 tor uDdert.tlkina liMa or t:ctl011 eueot1.t.l 
to etfect.i•enell of t ct1on b7 the o~ra. 

the probl .. 11 one twt. can t:. aolYed, but. t!".e aol\lt.loo 1tUl 
t.l..ke ti.u. 'fhe,~rore a pollq thould. be det.eralned , • lon&-run 
FOP'"• ronulated , ~Dd execution begun without. undue ddc.,)". 



INSel\1';. 

The whole •ubJeot. or drought on the Ureat Pl&1na 

dovetail• lnto the etu41u ude by the National Reeoi.U'oe• 

CoM1ttee ln the l&rger aopeot of public works planning. 

PreT1oua and current atud1ee of land and water probleo• 

have been under;aken on a natlon-w1de baste. In thll 

report they hAve been re-worked and appl1ed by the Great 

Pla1ne Co•1ttee 1n cooperation wuh other Federal agenote• 

and wit-h State and r•glonal planning qene!e• •• a 

oo-.ponent pa rt of our 4ea1re to develop a progra• of 

conetruetlTe action f or the drousht area. 



lfo. 2 

To the Concreu ot the United ~t.ate11 

I trana:oit herewith for the Into~tion of the Con~ 
greu, a letter fro. the Cha.iran or the Great Pll1na Co.­
lllittee eccoapanied by the report or the Co=.ittee entitled! 
"Tha J"utiU'e of the Great Plai.Ju1 .• 

TM r epor t indicatu clearly Uw.t the probl ea or the 
Gr.at ?laW 1a not u rely one of relief of a courageoua 
e.nd. energe tic people who b&.'le been stricken b)' several 
JMrS of drought durlrte a period of econo.J.c depression. 
It is aach .ore !'unda.Mnt.U than thAt, for depreasion and 
drought have onq accent.uat.ed a lituatioo 'llhicb baa been 
lore duelop1.Dg. Tbe -probl• 11 M4l or ureati.nc the de~ 
cline or an. agrlcult.ur&l eeo~ not adept.ed to the cllat.­
ic conditiooa becauae of lock or intor-tion and understand~ 
ine: a t tha tiM of aet.tl~~»nt, and or re&dJ~t.in& t.M.t ecoa­
a.y in the light or let.r experience and or :~cienti!ic in~ 
fol'llll tion oow a•ailable . 

The aett.l era of the Ph.ina brought. rith the:~ ~ricul,.­
urlil. practice& deYelOped in the lliOTe hur:d.d rt~Kiona rro~ 
which they came. By hiatori c circurut.an.cea the period of 
ntt.leMnt •a generlllly one or r ointall a bove thfl average, 
and , a lt.bough water waa known to be 1carce, the1e practicu 
then appaared to be auit.Mbl.e , Tha lon(~l'\111. m::periflnce, bow~ 
av11r, bs.a disclosed that th• rainfall of the area ho•ara 
around and for conlidaJ'Bbla period• rallt: below the critical 
poi:lt at which it ill ;o1:.ibla to cro.r crops b)' tba q ricuH.­
ural aethoCa ea-on to bwrld reci ons . A new econo:q aust be 
4anloped -.:hlch 11 buad on t.he con11rration and: e rrecti•• 
ut.Wsati<KI o: all the •t.er avaiLable, especLal.l7 t.ha.t 11hich 
falls as rain and anow; an ICO"'OIif wb.ich represent.l senerall1 
• .,re rat.ioMl &djust.Mnt or tha orcanlu.tion or q:riculture 
and croppins: plana and •thocla to nat.ural conditions, 

Thn problea ia one that. can be colved , but the ~olution 
IJ1l..l take tt.e , therefore & DOlley lhOul.d be deter:ained , a 
long~run progr~ !orall.ated , o.n4 execution bq;:un rithout un~ 
dua delay. 



No. ) 

ro t.ba ConeresD ot t.ha United St.t.teD: 

I t.rant=l.it here•·Hh for the 1nfora.t1on of the 
Concrees, the r eport of tho Creut Plains Co=titt.ee 
Wlder t.~e title, "The Future of tho Great PlAine• . 

!'he r eport indicot.u clHrly thc.t. the probla~ 
of the Great. Plaine 1a not ~terely one of relief of 
e C:Oiln.&aota &;.nd ener~Ue people rtlo hne been 
at.dekan by euera..l yeara o! drouGht. durin, a period 
of eco~e deprenion. It 1a IIUeh 110re t"unda.c.nt.t.l 
th6JI. t.he.t., for c!apraadon aDd d!"'\.ibt have only ac­
centuated a aiW.Uon 11t11eh Ml been long deTelopin&• 
The prc*l• i a one of l:r«IIUJ11 the dtelil!e of •n ~­
ricultunl eeono1111 not 1d1pt.ed to the el.i.M.t.ie eoncU­
tions beet;u!e or bek or info~tion to.nc! unde-r~tlndi"' 
a t the tl!:le of fattlcent, encl of rcao:!jU£tir1£ that. a­
CODOII:O' in the light or late r experience e:nd or eehr~.­

tifie infor.t.ion now available . 

mtatever pl"'fl'A.II 11 4-dopted .r.:.uat be eooperetiva 
enct will require ca.pluentuy line6 of action I>)' the 
F41C!erlll Covcr lll:lent, State goverr=ents anc! all the cit­
hellll of the Rqion lndivit!.uall.)'. D.eh haiti .,. t.crbl 
lnterilt:tll at c;t.U::a end can no lont;f;r a fford to dater 
com;t.ructiv" '-Ctioa; ncb b.u 110rcl. reepom:;1b1l1ty for 
unt:i t.tiq oont.rlbut.iorw to U1t~ cauaea of t.bo preunt 
ai t.uaUon; and capcc:la.llJ .. cb hu re£ponsibill ty for 
und.erU.Id.fli linn of action ueenU~l to affectiTenecoa 
or action b7 U:a otl:.ara . 

!be probla~ ia one tl~t can be &abed, but the 
aolution w:Ul taka U.a. Ther efore a policy ~houll! ba 
deUmined , a lo~-run progre• ronauht.ed, a nd execu­
tion begun without undue dele.:y. 



January 26 , 1937. 

UE..ORANDUM FOR 

'!H& PRESIDENt 

You ga·u ae thh ye•torda.r 

a• o.x, t o •end up . However, Mr. 

Fors t er would ll.ke t o have you read 

the eo~~:ment ot Mr. Delano and t he 

Seoretart or the Interior which 1 

btlve a ttached. 

.Ill, A. LE H, 



NATIONAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
IHTliUOIII IUilDING 

JAN H 1137 

The President, 

I appraclata tba opportu..'\ltJ 'Co raTi• t!:la Report. ot 
the Gr.at Plaine CCD:IIittH in adnnce of )'Our approft.l, 

The recCICCI!lciaUona In tha repor-c ln"-e&'te a sn.tU''J'hC 
an<ioraeoent an~ ar.111.d~X1 ot tha pr.,..lolla p:opoSilla or tbl 
r:atlooal Raao\lZ'cea OCI:r.duaa a.n4 or the .uggeauona .... bQ.ltt14 
by State e.:1d reg1oaa1. plam1.11a aaaneiu in the Craat Plaine 
ar.a. 'l'be!"e h ree.l nal4 tor • contlnllin& regional plllMIDC 
aeccy operating in cooperotion lfith 3tate Plennins BO&rda 
end u.ndor t~a aar:aral sn14anca or the pe=ent national R ... 
aoureu Boar:i pl'Opoaod in your ••aac• to ::ongreu on a~1n1 ... 
trath'e canagllllent, ..-o be conalotDnt wit~ your praYioua 
rococn!ID.<!cttona, It ahould , or course , report t!u'ough 'the 
pel':lanent Natlonel :laaouroaa Board and not be a :lll!la:ra-ce 
£0Yarnn!llntoJ. q;e~~ey , 

'l'bo attachl4 briar rnln or t he c,ectrtc r.aa=en~Uona 
1n tb.a report ahowa a n~.aber or pointa ft.lch would ..- to 
:roq\ll:"' further nuey or ol~NZ~r o:-lantGtl~ 1n ralatloa to 
the raorgantzatlon or tha GoYarrmct and polietoa tor ooopa:ra. 
Uoo -.1-th 3te.ta IIDd local acenoiaa, Praau:::ably, -.he the 
aaneral recca::eudutlon• 1n tha report are crystallized Into 
apac1r1e plan.111 tor &otion by the propo~ad continut.n~; raponal 
plann1zl& a,gancy, ~haaa q~.~aaUono Will be a.nuared 'throuch the 
pun.o.nent U<~~tlonal aaaoureu IlDard. 

31Doaraly )'Our a , 



NATIONAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
lNTf:RlOR IU1L01NG 

JMUDrf 13, 1937. 

Under date of October 6, 1936, S'he Pred{'ent .rote to 7ou, •It 11 
ID¥ tt.oug.t tMt llo!ter the report of the ~t Area Colll:l.1ttee hal been 
tentatively dratted, I would d11Cilll the r l co:mendtltlon• with 70'11. N!.d 
l!r. Delano bc!ou the tinal r~ort h 1:\Me. • 

Late :rnterd11,y olternoon Ur. Toreter unt tor l!r. ~lot to COI:II o Yf!r 
to tile J'I-.... He l!:ou.e and e;ave :!:.1m J..:r . Cooke ' • cow of tile rl'l)Ort with the 
conn~ letter .n1ch 1nd1cat~• tl:..at the report 11 ®.e for delhery !roa 
the c_)t'lnter J-.nunry 2:2 and tl;at )(r. Cooke h adYOC&Unc trans.cittal to 
Concres.a 011 the 26th. 

The re:port of the Great Plaine Cotnitteo !ollow8 auite clouly the 
previoue recoenendaUone of the llatioMl Roeourcee Comr:lltteo Md 1t1 
predecenore. The prlncipM r eco=ondntl one for fu.rther 1nveatl~>&tlonr:, 

purcl-.t~ae of eub=o.rpnul land, ir.crl!llllln., t.no ehe of flll';:)l, water 
develoF8nt, rural zoni~, erolion control IIIONura, blo~nc up ta.x 

dellnt"Uent lr.nd.e , Md tlnall.y !or a conunulnc re&:ional pl~ninc orp~~i­
:caUon nr. all di rect follc-upe or ropooUUot:.e or our :prerlOWI pl'O'DOeale . 

'Tne det1chnc1ee &."ld dod:ltt'ul pointe in the report w:Uch dter a 
elngle retldinc or tl:.e do=ent ~r imnOrt.aDt ere, .. !ollowu 

a) General NecUon• ooncernlnc tho attitude diepla,yed 
by tl:.e report ; 

b) ~or qW~etlon• of policy; 
c) Detailed reference• to pecee and 5pecltic phrt\eeolou; and 
d) l.!hcella."leoue - in tl::e eunplemont. 

a)~~ lflthou.t wiehln.: to lllllia 'Oitt¥ cM.Uch=-, t.l:.e report 
~ to me to ahow the r-Hult of l::.Mte and to c111 a creat opoortunit7 
1!1. 1porinc ~ .,renou. ~n or re-..eD4atlo!l. o!l. ~ of the subJects 

1 

db. cuseod. ':'here 11 Utt.le OO!I.Unuit.)' and no oonr.ect.io!l. or mention at 
t he weY1ou. work of the !l'at1oMJ. l:.HO\ll'en Coc:m1ttee fro• one en.d of tho 
rllllOrt to the other, excl"pt in conneeUon with the DJ"ui~ Eaein Stud,y . 
'l"nh awldmlce of ~ntion of o\ll' l.Md Rewrt 11 both l:IOlnted Md odd, 
conllderilll: tr.At they repeat 1:101t or our reoo~end.atione . 

'l'here 11 M attitude tbroudlout tho report or telltna: tho Stntea 
where to 1 pt otf1 , lt s:lns U:e llwpreuion 1n readins: 1t U:at here is a. 
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croup ot J'ederal ot'!ieialt t.elllnc U:e 'IXIOr ollcuJ.ded brethren .ben tney 

II 
e;ot off and what they au&}!.t to do. It 11 abo t)'Jliec.l of the report that 

:~:•0~•0: ~~!i~~~~;k~t State Plannint;, Md in that WfJOI undoet 

i I 
I f 'lhe Pr~t1dent propoeet to trantcit thil report with A'tJ¥ kind 

of tpecial met•agt~ 1 t tiQUJ.d 11«:1 t o mo vel')' iJmOrtMt to cover the two 
foretpinc "DOinta to ,. to wvoid na lliUCh M 'D01tible n wronc tml)renion. 

b) Ua.1or Ou.f!• Uont : 

1) !he report propoe" a n" ~q {paf;:ee XII.II ad 147· 148). 
CoQ~reuional ellnctions end t~pPropriaUou are involYGd in ClU'eyiQ& ou.t 
~~ nc:oa:lllllldat.ion.t for a new accey. 'fh11 new ~enq h r~ded 
either in oonnecuon -.:l.th ~ P<Jn:~&~~.ent !I'D.Uon&l Resow-en acthiQ' or 
~· In dew of '2be Preddent ' l norpnhaUon me.e~ I think 
the Ore.at Plaint Coi=Htee thould h qbd b7 'l'he Preddeut to ~ itt 
TICOQUJ!datlont conto!'ID -.1 th hb MnOunce4 policy. It would be onUn4' 
proper to l1.11.1'e n. resto!Wl !)l.utni~ co:a.iellon in the Grec.t Pl&int report--
111f: through a per:Ment Rnourcet or Plmninc: agency, but 1t should not 
be " t Bblhhed. by ~act of Cor~£ro .. , nor 1hould. it be" .. ptlr&h 
at;ency reportin&: eithe r to Concre .. or to 'l'he Preflid.ent . 

2) 'l'l:!.e rm)Ort ftd'ftleate~ oompansntlon to loctll coverrwents in 
Uou of tA::Ites for bnd.a ti.Ccuired by the federal liove:mment, althouOI. 
there h a warning ln the report N to the po .. 1ble <lnn&er of thh deYico 
ln perpetu"ti:l&: 11::proper count¥ orpnitation. ~e whole l)r1nciple h 
h19J,ly debatable in its effect on Oovern=ent aethtties o~ '11 sort~ 
throutPou.t U:.a country. 

3) ~e report reeo.aencil ~rp.."lisation of the tax policy of 

! 

the ener.J. States to ~rovld.e .. s .. lllllent .nd rates of tax.Gtlon b1111ed. Oft 
inOOCM froc lar.d. It h arcued thnt t.-.1• miston will &uht in prevent.­
lnc or r~inc 11-culaUon. A. you lo1ow, there h D.lCh to ·~ in fa'ftlr 
of reori.-anhin&: our r'OlLl propert.l tu:H on thh baah, 1m1 onl.r if tall 
rnhion of policy h aeeolllpiU'I1ed by othe r aet.hods o! tUAUon to seeun 
to the uubl1c tilt un~t.arned increment of Mvance in lMd. t~rleet or specul.Go­
tion. tinlHe tueh a er.ange in t.ur. lloOliey h neeoC'ODllied b7 ttroncer 
controls oYer private gai n M the v.iblic eXpenn, 1t 1e Ukel,y to lead. to 
mo1·t speculation rather tl'.M leu. Ap.in, wnn e t he group mo,;.;t na: t be 
reco~~nend.atlon 1J18¥ be on the rlsht track, there hna htlrd.ly been. t11:1e to 
t tudy a ll of itt. 1111tll1cat1ona and Mecuately apprahe thec. 

c) Spt'ciflc St.Atepf!nlt l 

~- reeo::z~ended. lnvnttp.Uont: Do rererecce to tt:e 
percent-ce of th"e inYeet1,p.Uon.s IJ.r.-4¥ done or ~dble. lfo rels:r­
tnce to J)Otdble 'Wie or State or local plaMt nc -.:ene1" for OOOJ)O;ratlon tn 
1nYHU pt1on.; . 1l:o h to dedd.e wl.1eh iliYMtiptlont COlle ftntr 
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~ p l'urcl:llee of tull~:otU";lnal lN.d: 12ho 11 to det er-tine 
whtlt lnnd h •ubfsarcin.-1 and 'llilieh of thne r.reu s hould be o.cnu1re4 firat! 

11 
!here h a:pparentl,. DO proYhioll in tM report for indlcaUon of State 
d"l:re~~ or c:ooMratloa, and tr .. -.hole Mtter 1110uld be deterailled !l'OCI 
Y-.h.lncton. 

~-Control or ran«t;l 'l'her1 11 .11. r eco::.unda.Uon for 
cooperat1o"l!. .one •ncl" : i n other word!! , t.h&t tbe nn land purchMe4 
will not be turned 01'1r to ti'.e Gradnc Dh'hlon of U;e Inter i or bu.t kept 
by t OJ:Ie otr.er n.ttncy and o<pero.ted under a COO}lflr a t1ve .sgeement. Ju.t 
wb,y it h necenacy to have ho llitnci .. dOll\€ the tlll:ll!l Job in t.l!.t •~ 
field h not nplalned. 

~- Zorto1ll40: It is re~nded tho.t count¥ tonl nc be 
authorized. !'heu is no ~erenc:e tn the report to the r elat t4 probl• 
ot whether or not t:.e COW!t.)" or pv~ ot count!" W'CUJ.d ~~ "bett.r 
unit. In the Yhcoraln llXl)erlenc:e it h clenr thAt ru.r:U toni"&" cannot 
co ~ '11'1t.h &l\:f l'lle<:nt unleet &UJ.dance and lude~lp are pro1'1ded by 

tooe h ate :pl&.tln1"1" a.ceney. 

d) ~- in tile tUJJ!)le~:~ont or m=orcndn on Tnriouo t ubJects 
attached to the report I '!her e h no ind.i~tton of lll.l.tho" or t:1• d.•croe 
of the Com:t::littee ' • retnond!l111ty for the •tat ement a contl\lnod t:1•re1n . 
'lhere i s J:alCh mor e doub t tlbau.t •ome of t h• tttl.tt~~:~enh in the IU])pl econt 
thM ill. th• r eport nroper. It Wile lillY und.er•tM~Ung fro!ll Doctor Bll.rron 
before he left a t Chrlstr:.ea ti::te thnt the 1w:t11l~t WNI to be d.•fin1te ly 
tl' .. res'Xlnd bill \1 of the au.t i:.ore of tn.• trnral 1:1«:10rand.a end not of th• 
Cocm1ttee. In t.hh uctlon, I noted t.i!.• follow1na;1!!. re.:loding 1tl 

~~ 1bo deter::dnee .t.at should. be bou.&ht N •ubt:mr~nal 

le.ad? s .. pre•loua coment on ~· 9~10.2. 

lJ!i:l.....m, b epnntnc of tne lone d"cr1pt1on of the 'l'~lor ~rtl'"' 
1r~G J.ct : ~•nU¥ nobod,:! ln th• ~rn:dnc Il1v1don hall been con•ulud. 
I wonder 1£ t..ie7 nre neree:Wl e t o t h o e tate::~ent of .mat tl':~· r.ro trJln& 
to do ? ~ere h allo a etrong endone::wnt of t he !;ontnna crazing .11uoc1~ 
Uon• · Doe. the GMti:~,G Divilllon ~prove of thb ~:~etnod, or M,,., t:~q 
be11111 coneulted.! 

~. b•~n• a dbcuuton of odu.c:\tlon for oonaer"'ft.t10n l 
In eyeey ca .. tl:• contr1'but1ons to con .. l'Yatlon fro111 the ~~t of 
J.t;ricultun a re plac-« before t..~e dilcunion of My oorre~:'OO:ul.in, act1rlt7 
in I ntortor; 'l'hereae all of t he Bf:enc1" in A.:r1C!Uture doe.Unc 'll'ith 
conaerYatlon a re ••t out in detAil , there h no mention 1!1. th11 tletlon 
of Par'~, Gra11ne: or Recl!Wltion acti'f'1t1" in Inte rior. In view of '!'he 
President •• reco~:~~~endntton for a Contervn.tton Dept~.rtl:lo.'lt, t here is " 
ecriOWI I!UHtlon of whet her t hh •ectton ahould be included in the rllll!Ort. 



NATIONAL R£SOURC£S COMM/lTEE 

.111DUJ7 13, 193'7. 

llD.O .diUI J'OJt 'ftrS Ci:AI RIWII 

UAdel' U te of Oe\obOl' 6 , 1136, The Pl' .. t .._\ YJ"'to to 70U, •h h 
.,- lbo\\aht. that ettv tho report. of Ute ~t. -"'• c-s.u .. bull­
••t.atlftl7 4l'att.o4 , I wc11ld dJo-.o \..o r-d.aUoq wlth 7GU ID4 
Jitr, DlllGDO llefore t ho tlaal r•"' h .-do. • 

late J•t•r4llif aft.lll'IIOoo .,.. JlbJ"'t •r ••' for It!'. t:l tot to CODe • nr 
t.o Ulo 'lla to Kou• M4 '*" ha lfl' , Coolto11 oow of tla :r•rt. W1t.l:l tho 
COftrla~ h Un -.tcb bdtoot .. t.l:lat. \be r opo:rt. h ,._ tor .. u .. ..,. frca 
\be pl'bt.u JAU..ol'7 .aa Aa4 t.bat llr. Coo..;o h ~YOeat.tac tr--s.nal to 
Coft&J""• oa tho 26th. 

'fho r.port of tho Onat. Pl aJno ~u .. tolloq qUlh clo .. q \bo 
prnlou.. reoo•on4at.lo~~oa of the rat.tontl Ebourc .. C~nao and ttl 
pr t:4ocollon. 'lb.o p rlnclpol r eco.oa.Ut.ioN for flathU" tnnotlp tton1 , 
purchMo of •ub.a:rPnal laad, tncr ... t ac U!.o llu of fan., water 
dndo~t, :ru:ral aortiac, •rolloa oo-.trol .... ~, 'blOcklJlC'Iq> t.u 
4olta..u.at landa, Md ttn.lll' tor a CGDttauJ.ac roctoMl pl unh • orpal • 
satto-. &ro all tU:roct. tono ... up~ or rl'pltlt.toas ot our prerlou prooJOsal•· 

tho deftctonct" a..-.4 4oullt.t11l polat• b U1• r9p0rt. .Udl after a 
11~• :r.ard..lac ot ll:.o do-t. ~ t.port.Mt. &ro , u follOWII 

a) Oenual ~ .. tto•• oo-.ovnt ac Uzo anttu. dliJilqM 
ll7 tho report.; 

b) ilaJor questtolll of pollq; 
c) Dot&J.lod retoronoos to JMIC" aa4 IJIOCltlc piu'MeolOQ'I and 
d) IUICill.llll.eo\111 • 1a t he 11ar'}ll--.t.. 

a ) 21at.ta11 Ytthwt. "hhtas to Mko JIIU~ crtUet-. U:.o re'I)Ort. 
appears t o • • t o tho• t.ho H111lt of h.Mt.o and to rt111 a P'Mt 0J790rCWU.t7 
h tg~ortDC NIT prerlou. r opor' or n~ndaUoa on ~ of tho eubJoots 
d.bcu .. .a. 'l'hln h lttt.ll outlnv.l\1 ud ao OOD.ll.lctlon or ..a.Uoa ot 
tho prerlou. work of tho laU oaal •ovc" eo-1 tteo fro• oao PU!: or \he 
report. kl \ho other, ucopt. lD ooDnoc\loa w1 \b tho DrN~ a..lD U\141. 
!bis wol tt-co of unt.toa of our l.Md · l!pOrt. lo both point ed .. d ocW, 
CGhtdorlac t..;...at t.htf' J"l'plat ••t ot ov r eco-eadat.lolll. 

!h•ro ts -. a tt.Uu4o thJ"''Dddo'Gt. Cho :report. or tolllac tho l»t.ft 
•Un to •c-t. ott•. It. p,... •~·• biproolloa ta roadiDC 1t \.hat. Un 1• a 



crO'IIf of Pt4eral oftlc1ah UllU., the poor a ilp14ecl ltnt.hna •w• t.l..q 
pt off ud wt..t thiQ' otlfSbt to do . h h aJ.•o t7Plcal of th• r•rt Ulat 
then 11 110 aeat1o11 ~t of 1\ate Plunlat;, •d ia ~t .., .. M .. 
so-totourMst1.rportut-.orlc. 

lt rhe Preddeat :PZ'OJ)Oiot to tran11Cd t thh report •Uh U¥ Jd.ad 
Of l.,.cltJil ... lllf;l 1 t 'IIOuld. ... l.o .. Ylt'f 1-.pQr\.Ut l.o COYlE th1 ti"O 
tOH8>1a& polatl so ae to M'Old .. lalcla • llOislltll a WTO"C t.o)rndon. 

11} JWqr Sytttgg : 

1 } !'h1 report pro,o.• a .... apnq (pee~~ lUll _. 147· 148). 
Coacr-.toaal •mctioaa ud appropr1a Uo• an 1aYOhed la C141"117l-c a.t 
th1 ,.._u.u OJis for a •• ac-q. t'hls .... ~q 11 r~M 

1ith1r h couee.tloa With a pe.-.aa•t I U oaal I.IIOflll'Ciol aethl\l' or 
I.GKilll.z.. Ia dew of !he Pr•tt •t'• I'IOttlllllhaUoa -•"01 J thlak 
th• cr .. t na.~ .. c-ttt" dloulf 11• MkH. 117 n. Pr .. u .. t to -.kll tt. 
l'l~datiOQ CO!lf"Orll with 1111 - uc:M poUq. Jt 110uld be Mltirel;r 
;pro;per to baye a repoaM pl&aaill,l C0-111011 ia the Cru.t Pla.l .. report.-
111,1 thl'OG,Itl a peraMet Besovo• or Plaa.a.tac -.eaq, b1;1t 1 t dloald aot 
lt• ntabllsb.ld. lt7 I.&IU1J. act ot Caa..,rn•, DOr ahoulcl tt bl a .. parat1 
_.11q r~rtln& either to Coa&HII or to 'rh• Pr111dl!ll'lt. 

2) fhe report _.,YOe&tn co.peneat1o11 to loclll CP••..-ats ta 
111'11 ot W11 t or la~~~ a.eq-J.lH( lt7 thl l".c!.eral Connment, al\hoQP 
theN~ h a wantiac ia the r•rt 11 t o the pon tlth daa&er of t bh dl"rlee 
h P'll'l""'- t111o10 laproper C01111\T or(.IIZiluUoll. ft.• .. bole PTi~t,h 11 
hl&klT d.ellatabh h tts effect oa Oonr!Diftt a.ethl U• ot W l 1ort1 
throUt_liiOa.t U:.• co-.\17• 

3) !be report ~ reorpnlaaU oa ot the 1-.a poliq of 
Ul1 ••nrel Stat • to '?t"OY141 u ••-t .l'ld rat 11 of tau.Uoa 11 .. 14 oa 
h~ troa 1-4. 1 t 11 ar&\)oed that Us f'l'rilloa will •silt 1a ;pr-t,.. 
tee or J"l(bdq: t-peoala.Uo•- M JO"Cl bo ... lh1r1 h -.d:l to 111iit h fa90r 
ot reorp.ahtq oar r..1 :Pf'OJ>Ir\¥ tax" oa th1• ltMis, Ji:11.1 oa.l;r tt tll1 
r...nstoa ot poliq 11 ac~114 lt7 o\ll.n .. \hod• ot tuatioa to leolrl 
to tU 'r"'Ullc: the ual&l'tlld tllc:,....nt ot adYiliiC:I h 11114 -pricet or IJI'I~ 
Uoa. t1al•a such a c:haa£1 la tu. l'OliCT h aceGr.!Clhd b,. ltroa&~r 
c:oatn~ll oYer f'rhat• p.la a t the ~ltllc: np11111 , U 11 llk•ll to 11114 to 
Mn 1~at1o11 ral.hu thlill 1111. .l.p.ia, -.:r.n. th• e;roup .,..;,; t at th1 
uco-dstlo• 1M!f bt oa Ul.• r l cM \ rack, ther• \.11 hard.l7 lt1n. u .. to 
•twiT &11 ot t h 1~~;Jll e&Uoat ... d ad.1quat•ll apt>ra.lte th-. 

o) SVrsiCis; sytFumttl 

~-:r~d.l4 b~tl&atlo&~ : ., r•ter•c:e to the 
pere.eat~ ot U:ee• h•etUp Uo• alr.,..q do•• or potdbll. lo rete~ 
•ace to po .. lltle 111e ot Stat• or loc&l ;pla~~~~l-c: ~c:.l• f or c:ooptraUo. 1a 
hYettlp U-. Ulo h to decttta .U.da ta••U- Uo• - ttntt 
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~- Pvchou ot eU.O.rP,II&l laadl ~ 1t to 4et or.dae 
1rhat. laad 1t t'..t.Nclnal aa4 11h1ch or ~ ... ...-- t hol:ll4 \t a.c("d,.., tlnU 
there 1t IIJI'M."'IU.7 *' rro'l'id- la \M reporl tor l~lcaUoa of SU.tt 

'"'"- or coo .... ra.uoe, .,..t'l t :t .tloh -uu •lll4 \e 4ehr=.aM t~ 
I..U&(;$01. 

~- Coatrol or ruc-1 ftr.er. 1t a reoo_..tauon t or 
c:oopcnUoa ---. at;nel"; ta o\h~r worda, that. L.t..t • ..., lu.d piU'chaullll 
rill aot. be lllMie4 onr to ~ Grad-e ~hhtoa or the Iat.ulor bu.\ kept 
\ 7 •- otiM -c-.aq uad oMrate4 uacltr a co~rathe au-nt. J\Ui t 
•bt H 1t n.e"tNT to ba•t ,., llf;tnc1• dota,. U'A ttne Job in t.ht ,._ 
!hl4 lt not. -,lalll.e«. 

lK:LlZ1 - Zolli~~o&l 1 t. h reco-d.ltd. tn.t cowav aontac "' 
GQU»rlalld. !bert b aoo ntere.nct 111 \ht ,..,art to t u r .ta tt4 probl• 
ot wb.U.tr or aot \-t _..,or~ of ccraatl• ~4--"- a\tUtr 
liUllt. Ill U.. nuoaata a;pert•u u la c:J...- \lut.t rural .ollif14 e.u:~Gt. 
IP ~ ri Ua -,y ttlce•e ual.He &llld.uct ... l.-4nehtp art ;Gro't1de4 b)' 
tOM State plar.Jlillf ~-q. 

4) ~- la lhe tgppl..at o r - ru4a oa nrl.ou nl!Jec\a 
a \t.:.e:hed to \he ri'J)Orl l There h 110 11141c.U oa or authon or t.t.e deer" 
ot U1e Coa:'d.tttt ' t rHpoulbtUt,r tor t he e ta tea•h coftta1fte4 therein. 
'lhere 11 .uch 1110re doUt. abwt. eo .. or t.he et.a\-nh ln the euppl .. nt 
tLUID h Ul.e report. J'r"OMr. a ... ., uadere\&DdlJI.&: 1'r011 Doctor JMro .. 
lld'ore l;.e lett. a t. Ql.rhta. U u \hat. \he "''''!'1-\ DAI \o be ll.etl•U •J.T 
u. rNpoadb1l11J or Ule -.atJ.ors of L.e errer&l -r~ ud eo\ or t.be 
c-s.u... la thh ucUo•, I aote4 L..e rouonac 1a r .-dt e,c 11.1 

~~ !bD dehr-1 ... Gat. ~4 be lloq.tt\ - ·~aiaal 
l N'df s .. pA"flou co-t on ~- $8-102. 

bu....alll., llectnalD& or \ J • lo~ «•c.dptloa or Che !~t~ lor era ... 
lac J.et.; Appa.ren\1.¥ aolloob' 1• the Oras1a& Pl.tdotl bM 11 .. 11 CODIUl\ed. 
I 11'0nder 1t tt.., an ageNble \ o t ne 1tattneot or wl.at t httf a re tr.(lll& 
to dot !hen h also a strcac udoneae11t. or U:e tlontaa.a cr&dll(; auoc.i ... 
Uont . tlo" t...e Cn&lJirl P11'1slon lllJ>TO•D or U:.h :M\l:bd, or l'.aye tl:.q 
beea c.ouul1.odf 

bLI....i.Ql, llectu a dla-stoa of etu.caUon for COUe!'9&Uonl 
h e'RQ' CMD "'-• coatr11ra.Uoat to co••"•Uon fJ'Q• Uo.e Dlparbet of' 
.&,.."Tical tan an plnc:M lu•tore tl+e 11.11-• loa or uq cort"Mpoadtac aeUrl\7 
b Uh!r1or; a • ....,. a ll o ' ~-• -.pnd" in ~rtalltan ••UilC W"tt.h 
COftal!'ri'IIUOD ..,.. le\ 011\ ill i!l.st.all, L'lere h DO MDUoa in \k11 e.CUOD 
of' P .. r .a , Cradn.o or l ecl.-uoa aet.hlU• b lllt.er1or. Ill Yltw or !he 
Pneld•t ' s rDCO-.adaUon tor a Conuna UoD i)t.pwt.c.Dt, t here h a 
s crtoua ~•Uoa of' whllher L':.h secUon Gol&ld bs lhcllld..t ln t.be report. 

4.;fcd~-o 
cw,.,., ~tso,. eo-tu ... 



RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION 

!4r. Rudolpb Forater 
TIM' White House 
t'aahlnst.on, D. C. 

JanU&ry 12, 1937. 

In arutftr to )'OW' ~ueat. I ~ seOO.inb you sy 
personal eo!')' or t.he t.)"pelft'lt.t.e., dra!t or he Cntat. Ple.lrls 
Re;:>ort.. The P-.. ident has alretldr had t.he ~~ For.­
wonl. , p!l(ea I - xxnn and Chapter VI on • Lines or Action• . 
He bD.s add sed M that he wants to send the report. to ths 
CongNae as soon aft.er January 20 ftl poSIIi ble. :"e have a 
pi'Oiliu froo the GovartuDOnt Printer to l • t ua have co11es 
on l'r1.day, Januaey 22 and wh.atevur number you :--equost will 
1.-ediatel.y be eent to t.h• "h1.te Hou.se . lly !J88'est.1on 11 
t.h.at it it 11 Agreet~.ble to the Prenid•nt to send i t to 
Congr es• on TueOO&J' , J an1.111.ry 26, that we l e t tbe neqpe.!)f!r 
MD hnwe t.'-1111 on iAonday, J MU&ry 25. 

W thh or eou.r•• 1.a lubJ•et to ;your &!)pr'Owal . 

tours •err alncerel,y, 

ltorria L, Cooke 
Chalrw.n, Greo.t Plains Co-=dttee 

P .s . T1l lted t.ho foree:oing plan over with llr . Early yesterday. 
JlLC . 
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Public 'alrh Plaa.Dlq. 

To the CCXI!tl'!U ot the Un1 tfld Statu: 

During the depreeeion .., hau eubetant1e.lly lncree.aed the te.cll11:1u 

public 1101"11:1 end work r.Uat p rogru18o ':'1 bu·a b.e4 to •e.ke our plene 

hu.rdldly 1ft the aergency. No- 11: 11 tt.a to clanlop a l oDg-NDgl plen 

aDd policy tor coaetruotton - to pro1'1de the Hat uae or our r•aouro•• 

ad to prepare 111 a¢ranc. 1.811.lll~t eny other te~erg~~:~cy. 

To tble • I am tre.n~Knl ttins tor your attention a rep~t thl 

Nattcaal ii:1801U'CII.I tt" 011 Public WOrka Plann1128• / 'Itll principle ot 

a a1x- yaar procru, •• lined. iD the report, 11 1011nd, aJI4 lte a4opt1oa. 

would, I bal111'e , c011tdbuta tbl will 11llot~ llllod prtorUy ot public 

ebould , ot oour11, be 4ete=.1nl4 'I bJ the COilgr"ell un41r thl 



Aa till exmple of the kind of re .. rTOtT of project • con.u tuttnc 

the d1•788J' Jlrot;rMI, a DNU!Ur,£8 BG.in Stud,y 11 included in the r~Tt. 

'i'bb IJUlZII'U'7 lht of projec ts lnvoh'i ft&' the ua" ot wateT h not to 

be :-ep.rdl4 N fixed OT ftnal., M the repoTt itself notH, but mther 

indicate~ 1\ p-sl\t fo1"11'1U'd s t ep in the d..,elopoent of t he J11M.n1:14; 

proce .. , oone14erinc n~,~t l.lllfl proJect Alone but the re1At1on•h1ps 

beheen a creM g nrop of project• deaU~ with wnt cr uae end control. 

!hJ'oucb the for=W..n.tion tln4 MIIIIAl TOY1don ot e ~ 

nroc:r= of ell tn• of construcUoa, reTislon R::.d adoption of the 

proc:r~ by Cofi€J'eU end !!:>propr1ro.t1on• under Tttpl].l!.l' ~taey 

procedure Ullled. in relntion to the l;rudne .. cycle , we can provide 

fcl' the order}¥ developeoent of our T~O'IU"c" :llld t he nrovilion of 

needed fu111tlu for 0\U' people. 



NATIONAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

J.. ncr. coordinated nntto~ public wor'..c1 ooliey 11 reco.~~n4e4 to 

'l'he Prelid.ent in the r eport of the :fn.tiontll F.nourees Coa::d.ttee on 

•Public 11orla PlMntn&• 'lli1.1eh The P~lide.nt tr~sfld.tted. to Concreu to~ 

wi th a 1pec1Al111ess~. 

I n hh -•ace !he Pr•1dent seye, •'l'he ~rinciple ot e d~;,eor 

pro~. u outliDed. 111 the rr.>Ort, b sound , and 1 ts odopUon would, ! 

bel1eu, contribuu to tone w:l.u selection end. :priori~ ot public works. 

The ~g.te appropria tion o! fW'.dfl to Cl'>rrf out tone t:~rop-az::. should, 

of coune, be det em.ined Mr.\UIJ.ly by ti'.e Cona::reu Wld.er the r ecuJ.e.r bud.4;et 

ot a d~year pr'OO'flll of all cypo. ot oon.trucUOJl, revision and N!option 

of the pro~ b7 Co~ess a..~d -.m~J'OJ)riAtions under repla.r ~et&r,r 

proce41lre timed i n relation to the buaine .. qcle, we CM oro'l'id.e tor We 

order ly denlopcent of ou: r esources Mel the provbi on of needed. !n.clll-

ti es !or our peopl e.• 

liN int; its rfiCOCJIII!ID4atlons on the eJIJ)erieJ::ce of t ile J..~ lnt;lneen 

with rher and harbo r oroJects , tbe Public tiorlce Ad::d.nhtr :o.tlon and the 

:Federal D:lplo)'IM!nt Stabi Uwtion Office, the lill.tion&l P.esourcn Coaaalttee 

reeotnenda : 

(n) ro:n:ruJ.aUon Mel llllrtua.l redlion or a six- year nro&rllll of 
J'ederttJ. construction; 

(b) Re"t"hion M4 l'ldopt1on of thb Ult of spprond. l)rojflct s 
11,- t he Concres•; 



(c) A lut:~p 1\IA nnnual nolJrO"Cr1nUon under regulu bud(et 
procecturt;s for exp<~nd1ture on these lmnroYed '!lroJecu; 

(d) A.n &lloCftt1on of tllese tuncb to &tlpl'O'Orlate CO'I!.stl"'lcUon 
~net" b7 a tlflr'Cio_"':llln\ public worlt1 or d~Tel~t ~ncy. 

1 '!h11 h the J)r0Cedure1 , 11'\YI tl'.e re"!!rt, 1 DOw !'ollowed with riYer, 

b&rbor M.d flood nro1)(1sals and for pul!Uc build!Jlgs . Concru• llll)pro'l'es 

:proJect s in two cntecort .. - for conetruc:Uon or !ol' stu~·. Md the 

npprovcd lists cover l'Ork OYel' "'period of yc/U"s. 'l"ne contt'Ol of npproved 

of their COJ\struetlon is 4eter:::1ned b)' t:Ce sis• of ~pr1At1ons and U.e 

efilehnt conduct of the work. ~JUs .,l'Oeec!ure te :tppl1oeble to otnsr 

public worX. Md 1hould be ext ended to covn tt:.f111!, 1 

'fo e!fect~te t nh 1)()11cy the Coalittee l'eco.rnencb the croc.tion of 

n pel'I:IMent mWUo works ort;n.n1tnt1on bNed 011 the exhUns 'OOWen of 

the Pu.bUc torb J.dministrtltlon rnd tl:.e 7ederal El:i:;llo71DU.t St~Uhntion 

Office. ~r.e !'wlctlou of thls 'Proposed pe~ent "PUblic worlal or 

natlon.tt.l dneloo:aeot or~1s11.t1on, 011 outlined. by the Col!l:d.ttee , would 

tncl\:.de pl'.,rMlon Md 8llliU8l rh'hion of lix-ye= 'J)Ubllc :rrorQ t~ro~a, 

nef,'Otlation !or divh l on of costs be tween Jedernl, State and local 

which cW>Uc fundi s hall be provided to Meet tke 'CUblie worll.:s e~nsM 

needed clurlq: M1 pven period. !he eo-ithe holde that f'dvance 

progrli.:CDln,e of public work• will rnult ln the devel~nt of oonelttent 



11JI-)'e('.J' 'Orogr8l:lll w!".icl'l, 'll'lth Mn\W. r e'flllon, will :prorl<!.e a resenoir 

of aelected nroJecte wnich eM be u.Ulhtd in perloda of economic depreuion. 

Six:.-yMr progr.:u:. for State and =1c1yN. public r.or~• are alao 

recolll:'lended by t l:e COir.lld.ttee. 

•In ao-celled nor!Ml ttr:tH• , 11\}"1 t.rte report, 1 tbe •olw:~e of State 

nnd !Wnleipnl cOI:.t:trueUon is ellt to t en Uaea the Pederal prosn=. ~e 

correlation fd :F'ecteral flethitlel with re&~onfll, State IU!.d loc&l f.!UbUc 

worQ is imlxlrtNit both for t he full Ynlu.e of t.i.e wo:rita the=-eho. nnd. 

for the r el a.Uonahlpa R:!Oft&: tl:e eroJecta tn construction or operation. 

Snertll Statee nnd local coveml:'lell.tt have t-.lre$1!¥ "dopt ed t.'le practice 

recor:ner.dod and :~ow htwa fi •e, dx or ter.-;teo.r orogroma o! !)Ublic work• 

or lon,....rM,se , !inllllcin.l progrMte for conetructlon.• 

or-.lle Cotwittee h of t1,e opinion \htlt, dter a ah.- yen.r prop-M h.NI 

been tldDptecl b7 Cont;reu , ctechtona 1:111 w t r.e order o! wor-t nnd the 

a,pnct11 reepondble ·~ obdoull,r be t.Men with t he &rellteet knodedce 

b7 an aG'fr.cy like the Bureau ot t he ~et or the Public 1:'or4 Ad:dn11-

trfi.Uon or Nl 1nterdel)(l.r~UIJ. cOCIId.tteo set up for t~t ~eo. Such 

M ~nq (lfl.ll eno~usl¥ liUht t he conatrw:tlo:n burea~a b:t Ulotment o! 

funds e.z:~d woJecta to ut1lh:e ap eelal enc:tneering skills Md w t~ro•ide 

continui ty in the field Md office work o! tr.e .. Bureeua• . 

!he !unctions o! the Mvhory nntionr.l. r uourcca board. reco~J~:~anded 

by tile Cotwit t ee ,.gu.J.d 1nelud.e correlntion of plnnni ntt with in the 

J'edeml Go.errcet.t Md MDn&: Federal, Stl\te Md loc&l Jurhd.ictlou Md 

!Wid.D=ental rneareh directe-d to'Ml.f'd the dnelo,.er.t ot baaic nat1oftal 



policies md pro£r:~C~~. 

Joint 1nves t1Fotione of d.i<rlsions of fleldl of ~Uon by Jederfll, 

State and local inter nts u e r.ooomended 1\1 are Joint inves tiq~;Uone ot 

solected river badns by St a t e Md. Jedero.l Co4>Cnciee to 1')rov1de bneos tor 

interstAte netion or penaanent nrosrMII ot water use and control, utili~ 

inc t he !laUo~ :?.esou.-en Co.Qiftitt" t or correlnUon ond. coordination. 

!he l'rfll1dtl!:%1t 1s :e11~ to CollfP'n• r efers to Part II of tne hport 

.. to1101r1, 11Ae M ex&:~ple of t..e kind of reeenoir ot proJects co-a.Utut-­

i nc tl:.e 11:.-year ':l:O&J'tla, tt. dr&iaac;. baein study h included 11:1 tJ:e report. 

~. eu.~ list of oroJects 1nvoh'1n& the us ee of water 1s not t.o be 

r e[ftrded ee f ixed or t1nfll, 111 tO.e re"OOrt 1t111t notes, but r a ther 1nd1cMH 

,.. crea.t fol"'fard s tt!l) in tke develoment of the oln..'1.r.1ng oroce n , cone idel'"" 

tne: not one nroJcet ll.lone but tr.e r elat1onshipe botwecn a UCI\t troup ot 

<pJ'OJecte d.0&1ne 10itb "="Mer uae ll.itd control. • 

'l'his aeeUon of the re"OOrt wn.a prep&~red a t tha r equeat of :be Prolident 

b¥ the Yat er R01ources Com!:::d t tee ot the ~ationlll :!!eaOI:ll"Cfll Co::IU Uee. It 

conatltutee the tint att -.pt b;t Joint fiCtiOn of Statl end Feder.Jl 

a coor.U~ted pro~ cnerinc uer,y pnrt of t he eonntr,y. 

'Tne ri";))rt h ba.ed. on an intensive s twi.Y ot t.he nrincil)$1 dl'Ai J'IAG"e 

&reM b)' 1\ •peel~ oriNL1za t1on eet up bf the Coa:d.ttee, which 'II'O rked 

in cl o11 oooper&tlon with Stat e Plonninc lloorde ae well u with 1\ll 

Amona ~e obJe~U...ee of tne Co::::al.Uee.,.. t.::.e <preaentat.ion of epec1!1~ 



dhtrlct• of the countey with eenet'lU nrioritho of lm?OrtMCI md uae. 

!he~~o proJect• wen cla.lified into t.'to !ollo'll'1::t,g c:roup~ : 

Gr~ .L (Ia;ed1Me) ProJect s which an ~ for construction or 

1tu.dy Md wriicl:l sbould be underttlkon n. soon t,. poolible. 

Group B (Deterred) ProJect• which, while clolir.-:.ble tor lllli\Oclinte 

eonetrucUon or e tuey, involve qu11Uon1 o! !1.!lll1c l')Oliey 

or are obe tructed b;r other di!flcultloe . 

Group C (Indotemln:ltl) ProJects which, alt hou91 included. in tho 

plan of d.,.olopoont for toe bnai:~, ebw.ld folla- Group J. 

in 101'\l.ODCO of con.tru.cUon or 'r'holl priority in tho prorr-

ill Nl ,yet indetel'Uin.ato . 

.L lilt of proJocte which nre now under woy Md ~ich, in tho opinion 

of the Coaa!tt .. 1bould b o colll!)l.oted., h abo included tn the r eport . 

In ~rl& tu roco-ndt!.tlo!IS tho Coa:aitteo 1uhd1dded. Group .L hto 

Gf'O'llP .Ll -.hlch oo:u~llte of 1nYHtlp.t1oMl J:~roJects n:.d Group J..3 whlcl:l 

cor.tn.ins i::DOiitnto con1tru.ctlon proJoctl . r'ne Oltlr:sated. coa t of tho 

proJectll over ,.. ten-,yoar period ahoWII i n OI"'''lp .A.-1 r;upro:dfl:latol,y 

$20,000,000; tn Gl'O'Up .A..2, $1 ,727 ,000 ,000, and 1~ Group B $1 ,024 ,000,000 • 

.L lht of tho l)f'Ojec: ts in Group C ts cont.Nned. in the bNl n reportl 

on i:ldivt«ual d.rtdMCO 1\l'.a. 'llt!.tc!!. !~cleo '41 the s1mp0rt1~ data tl-At 

00111ploto tho nipOrt. '.i!bts data will bo }:Ulllhb.ed later. 

SeparAte soctlou 111 tho report dool with the follo'll'int d:oin.".co 



-6-

!!ew~ 
Uorth AtlenUc 
!.!i ddle Atlantic 
Sout..~erw t 
'O'enneuee Vallq 
Ohi o !Mi n 
Lo'ill'or :.U.n1u1pp1 
':Teetllru Qulf 

Soutbwftt !.!1111U il)p1 »Nint 
Upper Uinhdwt - P .. d !.her or the north 
Great Lftkee - St . JA~rrenco 
lllnou.ri !edn 
Col oTSdo !Min 
'Zl:e Great !adn 
~Ufom.ta 

Upper .Rio OrMde 
:Pec:1!1c No:r-t~•t 

''fh•• lbh', ea.r- the repor\, 1 proT1de a reservoir of •erltorioua 

under~~ in the rield. of water reeourcee that ehouH. f it durlrt4 a 

poriod of :rear•, perhapa n. deCAde, into M lnt earatod pnt tern of drc.i~e 

bn.;l n devol op:::l.cnt . • 

!!IE:Ibon of the !i.:ltiorml P.eeourcee Comlttee !'olloll': 

~ld l. Ickes , Chn.in.w~, Secret.tu'1 of the I oterlor; 

l'red.eric A. !lel:mo, Vice CAai.r.:~.'lll; ~H. loodri:~&, Sec:r etiU'T 

ot 'fu; Hen17 J.. 'lc.lla.ce , Secr.tt'lj' of At;riculture; I:N!.hl C. 

P.ope:r, Seerotaz:.r of Co:;aerce; Frane• Per'4la , Secretnr; of 

Id>or; H:l.r:rJ L. P.op:lc.:int , Joi'Q Prop-en Ad::::ainlatro.\Or, and. 

ClliU'lU E. !!errhm. 

'rho A.dvieory Coadttea h Q £ollowa1 

J'rederi c .A.. Del11110, cho11111M; Cl!N'lll :E. t.!erri N:I, lku~.rdlle,y 

lbwl , nnd Henry S. Dennilon . 

Charlu 1'. Eliot 2nd 1e Exeeu.the Officer of the CocmiUee. 
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