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READilfQ CO?Y 

Pre:.:1dent 1 e Radio Addree$-

Warm Sprln.ge- -Ch&r1table Irish 

Society or Bos t on and 111bern1an 

s oci ety or Savannah , 



SPEECH OF !HE PRESIDElfT 

U.IRCH 17 1 1937 

It gives me greot ploo.oure from tb1s qutn epot 1n the 

Georgia billa to greet my fr1enc5aof the Charitable Irish Society 

of Boaton end the Hibernian Soci ety of S&.vannah . 

.Uthoue,;h we think of ounelvea aometilr.ea u a very young 

oivilization, I know of no better illus tration of our historic 

background than tbs s tory of the origin of the great lrhh 

IJ ' '· I. ~ 
Societies fora:e~lJor chari ta'ble purposeAalong the whole line 

" of our Atlantic e.HriM. 

You in Beaten, oe1ebr&.ting your tli'O bundredlh a.nnlnraary, 

are the ol~eet of the fpily . You in Sttvannah, celebra ting your 

one hundred an:1 t wenty-!tfth aDDive:raary are the youngeet. 

(. /..., ", , J II. , I 
~ th1c oeventeonth of Uaroh are your ~brother~-· ~ 

the rriem\ly Sono of Bt . Patrick in the City of New Yor' ( ~ in; 

' 
Pbilad.el,:~hia, &114 the Hibernian Societ1~ in Bnl titllO:re and /> •/:. 

/ 

~ Charleato:l . 
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In all then generatlona your Soc1etiea have lhed up 

to the noble legend •non albi sed a111a• - not fo:r ru:ruh'fHJ 

but for others . You have aid.ed ~ your o'!m L'l~ber"; -..e- 4--.c r( 

many others who might be <1eoerv1ns of your charity. You have 

aided not Irhhoen alone or the deeoend.ant s of Irit~tcen --

you ha.Ye contr1but6d greatly tG the good of your COIUIUI\1t1 .. 

aa a whol e . 

I have a particular tenderneu for St. Patr1ck 1a Day 

tor , as some of you know, it wna on the oeventecnth of Uo.roh, 

1905, that a P.oosevelt wedding took place in !Jew York City 

to thfl acooalpaniment of the bando pl&yine thf'ir ny up rtfth 

J.wenue t;, tbe tune of •The Wearin' o! the Gr een . • On that 

occae1on ~iew Yor it hAd two great a \tr actions - · the St, Patriot ' • 

Day Par ade and Pretlident Theodore Roosevelt who hl\4 come f r om 
) ) 

1'o.&h1ngton to g i ve t he bride away , I might add that 1 t wa. 

wholly nutural ~~f in ~he apotl1gbt of these tw;':';/[;~~';;:, 
" ' 

the bride and the bridegroo:::~ were almoet entirely ove:rloolted1 

t..,l /,j:-: II /, I 



Today, therefore, 

{lH\ ·i ·;, ,., 
part, even though 1 t be by telephone, in • celebration in the 

'\ 
,,j tJ...,/1 .. , 

North and another eelebration' ..... in the South. 

Yea , I am s.lwnys thrilled by St . Patr1ok1 s Day -- the 

day thAt Irish:!:en the world over garneT to their hearh and.. 

souls their tenderest me-arlee, recAll the 2nci.ent glories of 

Erin and renew their allegiance to the great J.postle of 

fifteen hundred yel\rl ago. Through all the viciaeitudea ot 

thne fit t een conturie& - -through trampling& a.nd buminss· --

through war and el&U3hter -- in timeo o! plenty or in timeo of 

faaine -- Ireland, and the descendants of Ireland, hiLVI!I been 

faithful to the heritage of St. Patrick. 

Tbe sn:ae devotion and steadfutneas to the onuee of 

liberty within the home lMd itst~lf hne accompanied th~ ;[~t~k., 1' .. J 

) " ' 
wheTever they have gone - even to the far corneu of the 

earth. Our o'lfll country O'lleo a s r eat debt h their contribution 

to ita upbu1ld.1n.:;. They hue borne arms in oUI wn.rs both in 

the colonial and the nation& periods . In co.:cerce, agri-

culture and im:tur. .. ry, in the a.rte tond ecienoea, in llter11ttu'1!1 1 



in the profeuiona and in the counolla of state they have shown 

,, ~~'· f, ... /, 
epecial apti tude and~" ta:fent , 

':'hue 18 a further happy coincidence in thia g reeting 

which I M und1~·tt~ston and t o Savannah - ~1 chLlc1ren are 

' 
the direct desoend&nte of pionfler eettlera of both your oitlee --

Savannah through their l:other and Bosto~ through their Father. 

F'urtberJM>re, I aa proud to participate in these ~lebrationn and 

to have thie fellowehlp w1. th organ1:&t1ona which 1n toner yeara 

were addreeaed by predeceeeor e of mine in the Preo1denoy of the 

Un1te4 Sta.tea . 

1 :iot for ourselves but for others . • 'that :.otto can 

t't("' .. ' 
well be the 1napirat1on of a11 of u.e -- nof for the fine purposes 

or charity ..-..., but o.leo for our guidance in our publio and 
J 

prh'ate service. Seltlehneaa ie without f!o'..lbt the greateat 

danger that confronts our beloved country today. Good old St. 

I •' II•; ~ 

Patrick"wn• the epltoa:e of uneeltishneae . !Lay we follow i n 
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lily trlend:e ot Mouecbu .. tta aDd. or Georgia: 

It .-;hea .. great )lleaaure troa thll quiet apot Ia tae 

Georgie hUla to great rq trlenda or the CM.riteble Irlah Soctaty or 

BcetoD llll.d the Wbentea Soda\)' ot &r.•enneb . 

Alt bou,;h we th!J:Lt of' ourael•e• ~Uaea •• a Yet")' JO\II!i: 

c!Ytli:tetton, I .oow ot 110 better Uluetret101:1 ot our hletorto beck· 

&:roUIId thtul thll atory or \he ori&l.n ot tbe greet Irlllh SocteU•• 

rotw.ec~ tor chart table purpoaea e;eneret1ona a.e;o e.l~ tlla whole Uu 

or our A:tle.ntte Slaboerd . 

You tn Soeton , ot~labraung your two hundredth al!llheraery, 

are the oldest or the r u uy. You In Se.YBlUiab, celebraUna your oDe 

hundred and. twttnty· tlf'th ar.ntveraery are the yoqeat. Obeentne tbil 

tb l'rleDdly Sou of' St. Patrtct Ia tile City or H'"' Yorit, t he Friendly 

' ··-

Soae of' St. Patrtc.k: 1JI. Phlladelpllta, the Hiberot e.a Society In Bel'I.Pore 

1114 the Hiberni an Soci ety of' CberbetoD. 

In ell theee eenereUoae :your Boc:ieUea III!IYe lived u,p to tne 

noble l~end "non a t bl 11d .UU e" ~· not tor yoW"aelYee but tor otlle:u. 

1Jl& or your cllertty. You~,.. elded not Irlalme.D alona or tba d .. celld­

lllta or lrleb.men -- you beYe contributed srutly t o the r;ood of your 

c~tt1eaaaawbole. 

I ba.'Ye a particular Uacleraeee tor St. Patrick ' • Day tor, 11 
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Rooenelt. weddiJ18 ~ook pUce t n Hew York City to the eccc.paalMnt 

ot t.he banda pl.,-~ their way up r ttth A't'RUII to the t.uae of "The 

tratto.na -- the St. Patrick ' a O.y Pllrade, and Preatdent Theodor. 

Rooae•elt , •ho bad e011e fro~~ WubiD&t Oll \o g l l'e the bride oway. I 

a1e}lt add that it wn wholly natural IUI4 logi cal t hat i!l the epot­

l1gbt of t.heea n;o alJtul t.ADIOU et.tr..ot.iona tbe bride end t he bride­

troo. w.re el.aoet. entirely O'ftrlooll:ed , and. len tn the be¢qf'OW1d. 

Today, therefor., I - obt.W.~~g Te1'eDg8 for 111 obaeurt\y 

for t hat oecast 011, for I .. ~iDS. an act ual per eonel pe.rt, n.n 

thougb tt be by telephone , t n 01111 celebn.Uon or t he clay of the Noru 

and a.DOtber e.lebratlcm of t he day tn the South . 

Yea, r I'JII alwaye t hrllltt! by St. P•triek' a O!ly --the day 

t b.e.1. IrtBbMen the world O'Yer ger:aer t o t.b.a t r hearts and eoule t het:r 

tender~~at a lltiO:rtea , recall the ancient glori1U of !:r'in and renew t he ir 

allegt e.IIce t o the greflt Apo-eUe of tlt't&f'D .bundred year11 ago. 'r'Juoou,p:h 

all t be Yiclaettud .. ot tbeee t ltteao eell:turha - t hi'Ol.lgb t ru.pJ.tPrS• 

.nd burD1nsa - tbl'Ough wu e1:uS alalJ8hUr -- 111 u .. a ot ple.nty or in 

U••• of tUll.De -- Ireland, and tbe o .. u.adanta of Ireland, beve DHD 

fdthtul t o the berl \845.11 ot St. Pl.trick. 

The aeme devotion anti auacltaatneee to the cause of llDertJ 

Ireland wbernar they hu·e gone -- even to the fer eornera of toe 

.. nl:l. Our OWD OOWltl'J ow .. • s ree t debt t o their eontrtbutton to i t.a 

upbuild.1De, They ba'f'e borne •~ 111 our v:are both in t be eOJ.on1-.l end 

tba nau oul pertoda . Ill e-rce, eerleulture eel 1nduetl'J, in tile 



ot •tete they hue ahowu •peclal •Pllt\ide ud out.atandtng tel.at. 

There t e • tunher beppy co1Dc14eDce 1.D tble 8Het1ng wbtch 

throUgh tbetr aotber e.nd. Boeton through t heir tether. FUrthe1..ore , I 

u proud. to parttct pete tn t h••• celebraUon.e Mel to heTe thia fellow· 

ehip with organtzettooe wbte.b lA torwer yeera were eclcln .. ..s bJ pre-· 

cleceeeore ot .Uoe 111 the PreUcleiiCJ of th• Vat tee! Stat••· 

t he lA•ptre.UOD ot all of ua ·~ 110t eloae tor the floe purpoa" ot 

s.lftlllmeaa 11 Without doubt the greeteat danger tb&t coofroDtl our 

belo'r&d country today. Good. old St. Petrick eacl NY h• eur be wi th 

u• ·~ Cood old St. Patrick we.e t he epU a.e ot uoeelftahneaa. Mey we 

tollow 1r1 hte tooutepa through all or the year a . 
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