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I am glad that I ha•e bean tntro4ue~48 )'l:)lll' Uf~bo.r tl!;! rtoll• 

oauee I ha•e been your neighbor now tor a gr eat many yeerp . I, a&l '
1' '<"11 

e.leo glad that Jtt, Sllllitb went beck t o tb.et dey in Alb&DJ', tn 1929, 

when we talke4 about the aobool ne~a tn Wa:r- Sprl.D£•• The J"ultue 

Roeetnreld. J'Und helped t here -tertelly ill pro•td~ la dtb the pb .. a.e 

tor the other aebool which wtl& buih 1ll 1929, and whb the ec.pht.1o11 

pbJ'ateal n•~• u t o edlool butld.1.1:8• · 

It lltl& -:r back ill 1921. that 1 biiSall: to l&ar'll &CO!I.OIIiU a\ 

Wa~ Springs •. I went t o acbool at Wana Spr111f1:• , and here 11 how it 

L hlppen~: one day, littlne on the porch ot the little eotteae t n 

wbtC!h I lhed, e 1'11:ry youne; ae.n came up to the porch .flnd. alid , ".llay I 

apNk with you, .wr. Rooe.,.eh'" e.nd. 1 .. t d , "Yea. • He o .. e up to tbe 

porc.b. and he aelced t t I would co.e ner to euch end sucll e t o-1:11 -- not 

teen yee r e." I eaid , "llt.1'1 you been to college?• HI ll.l1awere<J, •r bed 

llY t:r-eehman year e.t tlte Onher olty or Georgi e. ." I sdd , "Do you t tgur. 

em sol ug throush ani! setting • dearee?" IW aald , "Yes , otr, 1 rrt.ll be 

t Mcb.iug school nery otb.sr :yHr and sol p,g to college e't'er:y other :r••r 

OD the proceed•.• I .. t d , •ao. .ucb ars they pe:rtns :you?• 

ADd the pri.Qcipe.l ot tile •ohool Mid , '"They ars 't'er:y &entrO\Ui i 



rranklln D. J:ooeo..-eH L1br&I'J' 

'fbi• u a \rt..,ecr1F~ u.ie bJ the White 
Hou•• eter.o. rv.pl:tt r~o- bh ehortbencl 
notM tallet1 t t tt ='-' the epeeeh .a. 
-4•. Unde\'Hnt~ :nCtcatu •o:-4• 
n teaporaroeoulllJ '1ed ~ ... the P!"(.'"'loue l y 
preP4U'•'- r••61n J t !!'x< . l ·• l.n 
pe.I"'fllha•e• 111'11 -..c.n:• t!.: t werf' osi\\e4 
wht.r\ the P)eech •o~ <'e'l..,cr ei!, th('l•l",h 
theJft~:lr In tbepreviOllfi1Jp-r11pd.red 
readint; tcpy text. 
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tb.,. are JI&J'ing - 'three bUD4Nd oollara 1 Jeer.• Well , tb.at l tartM 

.. tb1Dk1Dg. Three bWid1"8d dolbra a year tor the prtadp-.1 ot the 

achooll That a:eau tbat t he t bru bUn who '"'"' t eeell t .a,g under bJ.a 

... ,.. ge\ti116 l eas than three hur~d~ oollera a year. I H id to 1111111', 

"Why pey t lult s cale?" 

At that pc~.rttculer ttae one or tho be.nka t n 'j,;ar.~~ Sprl llf>l 

cl.oaed U.a doora. At the INI!III U u one or thfl a torea Ill W.e:w. Sprlaga 

tolll:ed up. I begu tt.gurloe: out that the e~ity di d not bau 1111 

pureb .. lllf: po1:er. Tbe:re were • 1ood l'aJI1 reaaous tor that . One rM-

of the Hatton that wa• ooaplet.ly at the aer cy or people ouutde or the 

South, or tbe.Dpeoulatore, dependenl. on world conditione and on netlona l 

cond ttto.o.s <ll'8r which they had absolutely no control. The South Willi 

eta"lll£ oa t h 'll to~nd .dx t~.ru'l ae•en c~~mt cotton nnd t hey coulcl not buUc! 

eehool s and t.hey could. not pe.y t oecbere and the )'OWJger generaU OA •u 

growtns up wi\hout en edeq,UIIt.e educeUoa. You and 1 LDow t bet ttJet 

tll.e uext ,..er, aa aoae or you trill reDU.ber, eu4 let a contnct t o build. 

t he aolr cour... The contr.ctor , who .,.. a.n ho::~est &Dd errlcleut cou­

tre.ntor , got his labor, partly Wbl t e Pl.d partly colored , eround llal'WI 

Springe tllld he p~~ 111 t b4111 seunty cent s a dey end. e i ghty ccnt a a day -­

'lllheu the •eether wei good.. F~&ur. out the purchasing power or the 

r..Ut ea or tlleae workers Ia t he couree or a year. Could they bu,r eny­

thl~~,g a t the loce.l etore? Cot.lld tile local at ora aeU eJI.ollSh to lreep 

the neele or the ract orl .. Ia tbe lliorth ru.a.oillg? 



the prieel peld to lebor dOWII. hire ia War. Springe, thl prtoee that 

we people ,~~;ot tor our eott011 •• ell ot til.- tied 111 with the tactoriee 

ot the tnduetrlel ctt111 or t he North and Een . Alld eo 1 11WIIber or 

y11r1 111,80 •• e.nd I wee Dot t he only 0111 , tor a lot or ~ople wre 

thinking dong the ee111e lln11 •• we bt.ge.D try1D.R to think ot the pic­

ture ea e n.atton.al picture . We blf;u to reelh:e tlle.t here tu thil 

'lfODdertul Southlenl! there "' 1 greet opportunity, e.D ecoac:atc oppo:r­

t u.o.ity, an 14ueat10D&l. opportUJ:IUy, it we could only do ~thing to 

et.btlhe wh&t peoph KOt tor their work Md th11tr eotto11 at e hlall.er 

111'11 -- 1 lnel whi ch would be liO!'I Dllrly the leTe.l ot ot her pllrtl 

ot tbe country. 

AM here we ere in 1937· lie een l'@elllber beck thirteen or 

f ourte en yesr s aeo and c0111par e the con4ttton or Ylal"ll Spri nga find llteri· 

wetber county, e.nd indeed t be whole ot the Sout h , thil year wi t b the 

co.nt!it10111 in 1924, 192~, 1926, 1927 &114 1928, eTID betore the deprel · 

11011. Tocl.ay WI a re t ntlntuly bitter ott and we ell kilo• t t. Thet 11 

because -.a are todey tblnll:t~~g 111 neUoaal te~W~. 

NOll', ao tar ea echac.tton goea , we be•e e l ong , lOII(J •Y to 

go . Scaebod.y at. lUDcb told u e atory or en old nee.ro •ho bed M id: 

•He got a lot or book .ll:nowl~• but h11 ain • t. got no .ather lmowllclge. • 

Now, theN ta e lot 111 thet. I t ta not book k.nO'IIled.ge elone the t. 

cOUDtl. ben you children in thl b11ok room Cllll t1ke tbi 1 troa 1111: It 

t e not book k:Dowled.ae alo.u t.het. will g11t you t hrough lite. You be•• 

e:ot t o ha•11 .ather .ll:nowlHae, t oo. Yea , we 1181'1 11. lOllg .,.,. t.o so , but 

,.. an t e.kt.n,g the proper etep1 11 ~.boom. by thll tact thet t ht1 buJldt ng 
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o\ber pert• o r tbll cOUDtry IUIYI b"~~o built to .. , , wr pbyeieel u .. d,, 

At the su:e t lc.e we I!IU.et nl .. our eeon0111e etandarde e good. dMl 111.&11-

er thaD they ere toby. I -..ould Uh t.o aee the pay or the tMc.bere t.o. 

the whole Stat e ot Georgll eppro:riJiatt 110re near ly the pey ot the uech­

ere 1D t he Statto of New York In the cOUDtry d1atrlcta whlre I l t , l . I 

would 11kll to see the pbn ot OoYernor Rtura so through. He tol~ .. 

eb.ild lu the State ot Georsle , ead I hope that be can accoaplteb tn.t , 

too. But u. 111 goitlg to uan t!l&t nerybod.y au-t put bh -.floul4er to 

the wheel to put l1; Utl"''lf!ih• 

Mr. Pet~body -- I ·fllab he could be here t oday -- 1114 to 1:11 

the other day, "J.'e he.Ye lltldl @l'lflt etridaa and t~ay in thll State 

ther e ill 11 gNerte r underat.endlng t.11011,g all groupe of citizens in l'fll")' 

OOUDty tor the need of retetn- the econoalc l t anderde and therebJ nta-

1116 the educaU onal a ta.ndarde or the Stet.e . • He o.aa oontrlbuted 'flrJ' 

&NeUy to whAt haa bMQ dO!Ie, aoci .. al'ft all Yery g:n~utul and proud 

ot tba -ork that George F08U:r Peabody baa doae. not only ln tbla Stau 

but ln a great lllllll7 otbe:r atetea of tlla thl.lou , llicluHa,: up-State !iew 

Tort. I ua aor:ry tbat ba cannot be hera today , and I P alao ao:rry 

t hat my ba t tar 11alf c:annot ba bare toc!ay. Sb.a ulcai!. ae t o tell you 

that ahe 18 truandouely g:retatul and Yl!r'J happy in IJ.n·t ng th11 t ina 

bu1ldil1g named 1D bar bono~:", Pl1 I bop8' tha1. nert ti~~~e we will , both 

achool acd ... tbe c.b.tldreD ln 1\ Pd aae tba tablat wltb be:r DaM OYer 



1 haTe kno.a the pe..reate and tbe grandpe.re~~u ot • iood. 

.-DJ ot tbe boy1 and slrle wbo aH aetu.ally at 11ehool tn tbia bu114-

tnc e t t be pr eaent t'-, ao tM.t 1 he.•• a per sonal teelina tor you 

boya and girle . 1 know that tbta 1cbool 11 go1~~og to belp you to ba 

e:ood citizens. 



DecHcn.Uor. of Wa.r::a Snringa Sc~ool 
3/18/37 . 

SpcUi~ exteul>()reneouely, t i".c Precic!ent s d d !n par t : 

•A:od theprin::::!.;al of the acilo?l snid , 1 'I'hey are very 
r;cner ouaj they are :JS.yina ce thre e hWldred dollar• a year .' 
\Tell , that etP.rted t..c tt1inkin~. Tr.ree hundred a.ollt.ra o. year 
fo r the principal o! t f::e school! ThP.t , .et~nt t hat t ne three 

~~~;:dw~~l~:~~ !e~;~;~~ ~n~!id h~~ :;~:1¥~t~}~ ~=~· t~~in ~~~i:; , 
•At ttt~.t pesticular tlll:le one of t!'.e br.nl:a in f lll'm Sprine;a 

cloecd ito d.o¢ra . At the ai'.Ce tice or.e of t:'le stores in 1Jar:: 
Spl·in a :,1, cd '.!:,l . I besan fih'Ur ino out t nat the co~~unity 
c11d aot h!'.Vf' a.'ly :•·.:1·chaai nc; power. There were a ~ood. many 
rea sons for t .:e.<;;. One reason r.as five cent cotton. You know 

~~ ~ih!i;:u~:~t ~~t~~~·h::: :::t & c~!;~~ie;;:e~~~n~f c~~!o;"~i~~t 
that ~~~ cot~-pletel7 at ti.e .acrcy of peo ·le outside o! the South, 
o! tt.e C:;lecule-.ora, o.epend.ent on f.Orlc1 condit!.or. an' on national 
coru..itione ovt:r wnich they hac.. e."oaolut el y no control. The South 
was ate..rv!.n.:; Ol'. !ive anc six C..'ld aeven cent cotton !'nl t hey co!ild 
not build schools e.nt! tt .ey could. not pay teacher e and the younger 
Generat ion ~ e.s ;;;row1nr.; up without an :u:.ec;:.~.e.te ed·J.cl!.tion . You 
and I knort t 1e.t t hat aimple fact io very, very true . 

~so I begl'~'l cxpandill!; my econo~n1c philosophy. I started 
in the next rcu, ac some of yo<.~ rtill re..:e.~oer , end let e. con­
tr.,ct to build. the sol! couree. The contr&.ctor, rho "'ts.a an 

~~:~; ~~~o~!~:c:~6~nJo~!i:Ci~;!nC~t ~~~ n!e.~~~d ~~~l!e:~;i; and 
cento a de.:· ~::.nc. eigntj oenta a de.y - - wnen tt.e l'Je&tht'r was r;"Ood. 
fl.t.-ure o-..: t ti:e purc:ul.aint; power o! t •. e fr...c.ilie s o! t :"leae 

~~~:t~~~a~ .~~;e~our c~u~~ ~;.~e~~el c:~~~e t~!i1 b~~o~~~t~~,e:~ 
the Y.neel£ o! the factories in tnc Borth :-unnine-7 

the P~~~e:t~!rd tf~~di~D~~ l~~~ ~~~~·~:. ~~~e~~{~n;; ~e ·;~i~~:t 
tt.,..t r.c people ~.-ot !or our cotton -- all of t ttem tied in with 
t ne factorie s of t ne indunr1e.l cities of the North end Ea1t . 
.A.nc1 eo a number o! yee.ra ago -- &nd I y·aa no t t he o:r.ly one , for 
a lot of people were t:t!nking a.J.ons t he scz.e linea - - we 'be[;r.n 
trying to th ink of the picture "• a nAtional picture . We 'bec;an 
t o ree.l1ze tr..at here in thie r:"Ondcr!ul Southland t her e waa a 
great o;:. ortunity, t111 economic opportun1 ty, an educa tional 
opportunit)', !t we could onl y do eou:ethillel" to stabilize what 

~c~~;:1s:~1~~r r~~~r b:O~~r:O~~ e~~ti~~eitof -~
1~f-

tbe country. - -

STAlE MENTe F" E 



Ded.lcaUon o! Wa.na Sprln&:• SChool 
3/18/~7 

Spaaklng u:te:aporanetoudy, the Preeldent sald in ;>art: 

"And t he pr 1noipal of the achool aald, 1 They a r e ••r y 
generous; they are pa.yl ng •• $300 a year. ' Well, that atart«t 
•e t hinki ng. t300 a yea.r f or the principal of the achooll 
That meant that the three l a4iu who were teaching under h i• 

;~r!Y::~ ~~n¥.£;•:._;h:: .. !~~!I:Vdr::/~~lf~e;a!•;!. 1.~:aid 
eoona.ios. 

"At that particular t111e one of the banks in Wara Springe 
cloaed. ita doora •. U t he aama time one of the atorea 1n 
War~~ Springe folded up. I began figur ing out that the oo­
&unity did not han any pu.robaaing power . fhere were a good 
lla.DJ reaaona for that, One r eaaon ••• fiYe cent cotton, 
You know what five cent cotton, aU cent cotton, aeYen cent 

~~t!:: ;:~~n t~b!~ew:U~~~~.r;ta~e~:. W:!r:y·~t' P!~f: part 
outside of t h e South, of the apeculatora, dependent on 
world condi tiona and on national condi tiona over which they 
bad abaolutely no control . The Sou-t h waa ata~•ins on fhe 
and ai.s: and aeYen cent cotton and they co..Ud not bUild 
aoboola a.nc1 they could not pay teac:hera and the younser 
generation wa.a growing up without a.n adequate educa U on • • 
You and I know t hat t hat ll•ple fact 1e Yery, Yery true. 

"So I bega.n to [e'Vohe
1 
an eoo~m.ic pbiloaophy, I etarted 

in the nert year , aa aome of ~ou wil l remember, and • let a 

~~~ ~!;:t t~d;o.!!.::;e;!!I~~e:~n~~:;:~to~~o w; \ia 
labor, partly wbite a.nd pa:rtly colored, around 1'&1'11 Sprrnga 
and be paid th• se•enty centa a day and eighty centa a day, 
- • h•n the weather waa good. Figur a out the purchaaina 
power of "the !a.mil1ea of the .. workers in the courae of a year. 
Could t hey buy anything at the local storel Could the local 
ator• aell enou b to kaap the wheel• of the f&etorha in the 
Jorth running? O/• c.V ftj 

"In other worda, by tha t proceaa of r eaaoning, • • ~ 

~i!:: ~~!~':eP;;:P~~ ~:~oro:o:r h~~;t~: ~~...!.U;~~,I;/ :/ 
in with the fa.otorlee o f the i nduatrial oitiee of the lorth 1,., 
and J:aat , And so a number of year a ago - - and I waa not t he · 

1~!!. o~, !~r b:i~t t~:i~P:~P!:i:e~e oihi:!i~o~~:S a!h: aame 
national picture . • • b•i &n t o raU he that here in tbh 
wonderful Southland there wa.a a a:reat opportunity, an eoonoal o 
opportunity, an educational opportunltr) 



( 
'And here we are in 1937. We can recember ba.clc thirteen 

or fourteen yea:ra ago and compe.re the condition ot 1t'a.rm 
Spring a and Ueriwether County, &nd indeed the whole o:r the 
South, tb18 year with the conditions in 1924c, l92b, 1926, 

i~~in~l~9~=it~:0~r~e~~e w!h~~c~~~=~~~~~ · T~~~ar sw~e:~ae 
fte are todl'y thinkinc; in national teraa. • 
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