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He b-ed. and ba .. 4, a.dllliilDC: tberebr thai be 

414 no t know IIUCih about the wb~eot and t1D&ll7 uld 

•You can e&TI half the ooet of rellef b7 puUlng n'I'IT 

family that h out ot a ~Jb or eiU"'''lng on a dole all the 

rear round, and *'' l11p0rtant ot Ul, rou oan etop all 

theu eUly public worli:e -the .. rort Peot, aD4 01'AD4 

OOulH and. Bonnnllle ct.. - etop flood oontrol, etop 

lrr1gdlon. • 

When I wggeeted to bla nat hll progr aa would br1JIS 

terrUlo har~hlp to ln'lral ail11on taa111 .. , he flnally 

blu:tied out that ble nal. phlloeophr ot life wu. 

He uld • .Ul thll W.lneu of helplns people 18 

Z"\*lDg tho oountr,-. Loot at •T tu.ee. I han to pq 

half of all ay l nooae l n t.a.ral &114 etate aDd loo&l. 

tu ... • I happened to kno• wbai bll l nooae ne -

$400,000 & year - ......- and \be poor u.n ibovsb1 

he _. soiJts to the poorboUe beoau .. attn pa:r1Da hh 

t&&M be oalr U4 taoo,ooo a rear lett cwa-. 
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SPEECH OF THE PRESIDJ:N'l' 

FORT PECK DALI, Y.ONUJI'A, 

OOfOOER 3, 1937, 

1\i.ree years have come and gone s ince I tint came 

to Fort Peck and aaw· "the beginnings of t bi:::J, the lugeat 

earth d.a:D in the world. Three yeare bave oome and gone 

aince we undertook aoUvely in ever y pa:rt of the Nation 

to reola.i11. some of the &1gant1c nate of ou:r natu.r&l 

Dur1118 thie time we have g iven useful wor k to 

m1111ona of unemployed oltizene; wo have brought n.ter 

to dry pla.cea, wo have increased and cheapened the use 

of e l eotrloity and lf'll have completed thousands of projects 

of ~ed.iate usetulneaa in every county and e•ery stat e 

of the union , 

But moat i mportant of all, t he Hatton ae a whole 

hu Wlderatood the long-range purposes of our policies. 



-·-
It hal un4eutoo4 that we are building for tunue gener&tiona 

of our children and grandchildren, a.Dd tha t in the greater 

part of wbat we have done, the 1t0ner spent 1e nn in•eetment 

which dll oo:.fl back a thousandfold in the c OCIIing yeua . 

A f ew months ago the owner of a gr eat conservative 

newspaper inahtfld to me tho.t the only problea be!ore the 

Ration waa the bala.ocine: of the budget . I asked him if be 

had ever r e&d the budget and he admltted that he had not. 

I aalted him bow much he would eave, aaawlling that the 

coming yeo.r we expect t o spend ah and a half or a even 

billion dollara. He answered t hat at leaa1: two and. a half 

or three blllion dollars of expend.! turea ouaht to be 

eliminated. 

Then came my question that always stumps people 

like ba. •JUst where would you cut the expenau•? 



He beDDed and hawed, ad.m1U1ng thereby that be 

did. not know wob about the aubjeot and. finally aa.ld. 

•rou can aave hal.f the ooat of rellef by puttlng every 

family tb&t la out of a. job or etanlng on a d.ola all the 

year round., and moat i1:11p0rtant of all, you can atop all 

these ailly publlo wor::C.a --theae J'ort Peok, an4. Gr and 

Coulee and. Bonnartlle ~a - etop flood. control, etop 

lrrlgation.• 

When I euaseatad. t o him that hl e progru would bring 

terrifi c hudebip to several m1111on f9JII111ee, he finally 

blurted. out •bat h!a r eal phlloaophy of llfe waa. 

He eald. • All t his bu.aineu of helping people 1e 

ruining the OOW'ltry. Look at my taxes. I have to pay 

half of all my incOllle in federal and stat e and looal 

taxes. • I happened. to know what hie inoo:ae waa -

$400,000 a year - pa%Dd and the poor man thought 

be waa goina' to the poorbouae beoauae after paying hie 

ta.xea he only had. $300,000 a year left over. 



But he capped. the climax by add.ing •tvery man in 

thh ooWltry who really wants a job or wanh to earn a 

living hae no trouble in doing ao . '!'here are three •Hlion 

or tour •HUon or f ive million people who a r e ahitUeaa 

and worthleaa, and we 1111gbt just ae well f&ee that tact 

and get rid of tb~~:a~. by letting the• starve t o d.eath. • 

I wish I oould have brought that ID&D on tbh trip. 

I whh be could have aeen all that the etatea and the 

counties and the oi Uea and the Federal GoTernment are 

doing to eave people and not let the• starve. I whb that 

aan could live in eutern U:ontana or the western De.lcotae 

for a whole year and fa.ce facta. Hie 18 111erely one ot 

aany ouea ot people who ai t snugly in their otfioea and 

bold forth on the State of the U&tion ri thout any conception 

ot the proble1'18 of the Nati on at firsthand. 
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FCR 1!-::EDUTE ~LUG 

X.lf.Xc1nt)7e 
lecrt\ary 1.0 the Prnld.ent . 

... 
UTO:t.'W., £XT£:.1l'OR.CIE008 P.tUJ.qJCS 07 
THE P!U:SIDEIIT, FORT Ptek, WO:iUIU., 

ocroanl, 1937 . 
Oovernor .\)'UI and, 1 oan allliDit u y, ay old !rlend.o ot 

rortPllok, beoau.ee ao100o!youwu bert throe )'llarcae:o. 

lllltn r~:: t::~llt!:;~c0~=r:r·~j0j~f~! :::1:nrn:ll!t0~~· 
and. no• U lt about thre&-qu&rtera !lnlch1d.. 

t b.a"' bun thrilled. b)' it not onlybtca~o~~~e 1t 11 tour 
UIMO bl .. .rllr tha:1 any other oertb tilled. dac ill the w:l::clo 
world. Wt bec..ae ot •hat it to r.otnc to <1o tor the peopll 
ot ~cntana lltld. tbll whole !l:tuourl SUtn. 

tho p!!t1 :hr~:'!::rr!!!u;!~!~011~1~a:,:: ~~;! ~e;'.!~~~ .. !~ 
Ull!ul work to a!lllona o! ur.etrplore;S .:1Uun.t; " ba..-o br~nl£ht 
"tertodryplweo,-haYelncreeuil.ar.d~,Jhe&?enedthe 
uoe o! llhotrlclt:r and we Mve cMtpleted Unully tho .... a.'ld.o 
o!projecuo! l-ediatouootu.lneaei.IIYiryco·.mtyandeYery 
etateo! the Union. 

a..t, IIOH lm'>Ortant of all, the ll&tlon &I a whole hac 
undeutoo.:l the long--r&ngll pUrpo1e o! our polloieo. the llatlon 

~r o~d~~i~~n t:~~ ::~~h~~~!~~~~r t~~:ur: c~~~!!~~~ 
part o! wtl&t we hu.ve dono , t he •moy apent han lnvntment 11hlch 
will 001110 baok a thQUoa.'ld!old. In the oo•lno yeau. 

1 wlah u-.at Iota o! people could havt tahn this trlp ll'lth 
.. out to tho COact ~cl back , I wleh in partleular that a cer­
taln type o! ctt.lzen co1.1ld ~W'll tr.l;en tt- the 0doubt1r~G 
!'botluiO. 1 

Jot lOl:l(l' IIJO a ver:r 1a;>ort&nt buaine .. ..n ot lee Tork CU7 
... , to e .. &oe to taH: about the oM t.htnc that ley nevett 
to hl• !:.ear\, t~ balancl:u; o! t~e b.us,~et. Well, l told hi:o. 
1 tboUI"I<t 1 t no pretty ~rt&nt end the\ " eeu eotn, to 
pt 1t balanced next yev. Tt:en 1 uli:ed Ilia 1! he had our 
read thl b~t. I!O 1&1d WJ!o . • 1 aeked hla hoe INCh he «:uld 
eavo in the coatne; year 1! he c:oulcl and t.e eAid., 1Cil, two or 
three bllllone ot dollare . • 4rld then oue ay quuUon ehtcb 

~0\1-~~t '!-=IU)~~le H~! h~!':!ci ~.::~~d ·~~~~=~e an~uld 
hllwed ooao oore, an" hll c:ouldn' t tell • ehere he ~llld. eave 
110ney, alth;)llf;h ~~ n a oe.y1ns to the lleUon, thrc~.~Gh tho noes­
paper he owned , that lt wao perteotly lii!plt to dolt . 

Well , I proceed hill!. on 1t and tinally he eald thlia : "Why, 
you oculd oeve hal! thll con ot relle! by pl.lttln' every ruu y 
on to the dolt. tvery !'IUIIU;t that 111 out ot a job or etuv-

[:~r~:d~;~~~~ ~:o~!i~~~:lli~t~~!~~·:!::!;ih~ili~ 
Stop &11 thtl tloocl conuol bu.Dineeo , Stop all tb.ll lrrtgeticn 
blolllineea,• 
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H lo -U..r Ulutr•tiO. ot •• " "'" "-- Ul..: h 1M 

$*-tl...,..ortO<U,._... . lllr1Jio(~tt181"'-"•el.,..uof'al 

-.r1c 10 d \\lo.• ot =cplCJH CIUo•u; 1M'-" .....,.., -tor 

t0417 Plaoll.•ott.&"l..:r-UillcboNpl-tiMuHotoloc­

ulo1'r-nba••co.pt.tlldl1<&rall7 t~,....., .. tproJocu 

otl-1&huof'aluool.n0'0•1"7""""'7.,.....,&rrotatootttt.o 

ht. •n ~r~t or an, U... ll&tloo •• a Uoh tt.ao woMrot­

u,. loQC•,.,.. ~· ot OlllT pOllcloo. !llot 11atloa lou ...,.ontoot. U.t 

•• .,.. li•U.:l oc tor tutuno _....u.,., or _. ahllU.. .... cruol-

1•1Mt.bat loh otpeophDO<llol. bo.,..lMoo• tb.!.o trip•Utt.­

CNt 10 ~ OoMt ....S ~. 1 wall h pa:rUeul..,. Uiat • u r 1.&111 tnoe 

ot oluo .. 0011.\4 u,., UJteD u -- u...•e~u..,. ~·-•·" 

llotlOII,I~& '"P"71IIJ>OrtaDtkd.MIO ... ot ... Tori<Cl\J' 

- 10 - • to t.all< •bout '""' on& thlllol ~' 1-.:r -.-.tt to hh 

.....,.,, U..kluciDCotU..~t . lell, 11.014tt,g1\tt.oi!OitU 



0Jo,• 1 uloH~ ..... ...:llbe •oa." M9a t. "'- - l.V:7Mr Ub.o 

GOII.\4 ...wl.bot-.J.4, •a., \woor WHhlltou ot4otl.a:ro.• A<lol.~bo" 

-lliii''I'O .. IIOII•h lcb&l•IQ'IUIIOp' JIHJ)hotb.l.otlU. lM14, 

0JU\ noro woul4 JOil cut exp.pooof0 ~~ aa4 tw.• lld ...., to. 

b--.1 ....,_ ~M- .. ,..)'..,4 b.o eq-Ua•t Ull .. ob.oro bo 10'<>14 

M91 -.q, al.< • .ov,cJI. bo- ...,.~.a,t <o U.. .. Ho•, <llrw,&h <be ,_ 

loll, 1 pi"N-Iaa O. H ... t1Ml!¥b.o Mllo ~II "Wi.¥, )'010 

c.." oan Mil L.o -• of roltof ~ pa<Uac -'7 f.atlr.,. ~ 

U..6olla • ..,.,.,.raat.l.J'U.<hOOI< oraJol>oro~Lt.c. pnU... 

o.allolo U.O-.I:Iol oroc .......,, ~t<l.lllfortaa1 oto..ll , ,..,......, 

•l.OJ)II...tl<l.lac, r ldJ.< •_., 1MMtll1rp->IIUowo'1!•Hitl7orthcll: 

U41a.l)rMOIC0UJ.H&D4a......ffllloDoa, 1\op&ll....,ntll.lofioool 

OOII<ro) NII IMol. S<opal.l 1 .. 11 lnlp\1011 \u.tla .. f,O 

'fllola t ._uM ~b.l• <h.Ub.ll prOV•'00.14brl~~o~~hrrltlc 

b.at'<lthl p oa • .... oral • 1llloo. f-ttl .. or AMrlc.,.o, b.t rt....tt¥ ~14 

• ~~ b.l.o rwl ;ol>ilotopq ot 11to - · 11 Mlol, ".UI ~· 

IIMI.MII of IMlpUc p.oplo h r.l.1ai"C ~ -117, Look a< wq 

J.al. l JlaWI- ~-.. -• ~:~~&<c-<1-·• ~---

twr 11<1114rool w.o...- ~ua ... • ruz. AD~~ U•< "JlOOI'"- 1)-.....P,< 

<ba< bl- piJIC to <ll.o poor-.. •-••• a.ner ~!.as" 11.11 1.u11, 

be nl.J W ,,... lmldtld. U>o~ f!oila:r• a 71~ hh. 

'fall.~<>~r•,.. aot all ltkeb.lll. Wonor<M~ a.<..U.J 

~ki"C-. oa.borl....., pollcluo-f f-paopla •ll.o 4o 1101 

boooo'\lao!J'II.HI4'5UUI,Ij.-lfr .. J)Iopli 'IOII.ollf.OIIIIOir 'Ntii OUt 

~\lao.,....., 'fan,-· fr. paoplo • llo 1111 uol.an l.a.D4 <ll.e 

"'' _..n\.MI& """ollllpllo• <ll&t doe coo.,._, ot - local.l\7 

...., of Ilia nail - or ~ •uoa. JIM 10 li'J' to 6o l'f'W7Uil11C U.., 
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rCit 1!.1!:1DUTI RtU:JS 

x. H. Mc1ntr:e 
lecrnary to the fTedd.ent . 

IIUO:UW., Eln::.G'ORJ.."'EOU8 IU:t.URIS OT 

tlfE P~Ig~JBJ~; r:~: l.IOIOl.ufA, 

rort r.~::n:!c~!':m:•oi ~: :!:•~,;!1\h~!e0~!,!!1=~ or 

When F.:: c~· t!~~:e c~:r:n!.~o;~;;n~h! ::;i~Fn;e!r "~~-
an.s. now U 11 about throe-qua.non Unlobed . 

I bt.Ye been thrilled by it. not only beot.\lle H te !our 

!!~: ~t;r:!c:!:: :'~~'it '!!~:Or~~~: :o-r~~ i::= :;~;~. 
or Jaont.aD& and the whole !Lhtou.rt Buln. 

t~ ~t1;:.:~rf!~U:!~!~on~i=a~naW: ~~= ::•:,:~1:fv!~ 
\lleful toOrlt to -.!Utone of u:co"'Ploye3. .:tUune; "bau brought 

:!'!r ':l:L.f!~;~~~'l:O nha~,.!~!!;~:~.~~~~!il;e~:~~~ 
of pr~jeott or 1-=edi&te usefulneu b every co.mty and. enry 
et.ateofthe Unlon . 

Jut, •oet 1141'10rtant ot 11.11, the !l'a.tton." e whol e haD 
undeutood the long-r ange purpoee or OW' pol1otu. The !1'-.tion 

~~· o~d~!i~~n t~~! ;:~~h~~~:~;;~r·t~~:u~: c~·~::!~~~ 
puto!wl\at •ehuv8 d.onll,the~~aneyepent11t.n1nvutment'l!bich 

will COM back • thoueandtol4 in the co•ing )'tan. 

1 deb that lot:J o! people coul4 have taken thil trip .tth 
.. out to the Ooeet and. bect . 1 with In pe.rtleular that a oer­
taln type of o1 Uun could. :ave t eton 1 t - the "dou.bt11'1G 

~···· 
Jot 10111 ••Yerylll,ortantW..lnul~~&~~ o!JewTort City 

o- to eee M to telk about tho one thlllS Ult.t lay near111t 
to btl heart , tbe b&lancllJI! or the bw:U7et . Well, 1 told h1• 

!,!~(:~!!.:::-n:~';!u':~~\1-:t!<tba~t:lie~ ~i.!~ 
read the bwl(et. He eald. "lo. • 1 "ke4 bh3 bow -.wh h" 110Wd 
ltvt ln the ooatns yeu lf he oould. end. he ee1d.1 "Ob, two e r 
throe btlllona or dollar~:. • .1:\d. then - •Y qu,uuon lrhtcb 

~:-~~t •:=~=9~1• H~t b::.:1::~ h;.::t!ri4 ·~~~==~·an~d 
hand eo~ae DOre, end.lle oould.n't Ulllll where be wcul4 ~evo 
.cney, &l thOUflh he •aa eiL)'tn,g to the Batton, throll6h the neW11-
paperheo•ned.,th.t.tltweeperfeotlyeh:.pletod.o 1t. 

Well, I proesed. hb11 on tt and. finally he 1dd thle : 1'1hy, 
you could. eeve helf the coat of r elief by J)\lttln~ e very family 
on to the dole . tvery :'Milly that 11 out ot a Job or e tuv-

~~:;r;:~~;~~n;!iofui~~::llih~~~:~~:!~!;!r~ri~~ 
atop all thte flood. oontrol b~~.e1neee. Stop ell thl l trrtgatlon 
W.lnoee.• 
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....,, ot-v-•·~, .. r• ·<t•a. ollort,...,.. 
... , .. \aafl'l a I , ~ 1 .. . .. .ell""' 
-· n.ttt;la"' eat .. -ero .. ,~_,. - ,.t· · r.u .. ,. ... l_l, 
,...,..... naoi!IIJ: e~~ a.u. t o- •• In ,..._, .. _ _,.,,.,,_,.tbU•tN.,.,t..._ 
.~., \M , ,...,. - hiu·-. ~~ u..,.,.. .... u..,.. .. l_l,,...,.... 
PMdi"'OC>p1 ttU. 

J 

l 
l 



tour t~.:rw~::n:0c1o~:":t,!!;~ ':!1~e:: · :~~~zaan_. -
tliOU&IIt th.u.theT"ae ..cotngco the poor hO\Iubeoauee, fl1'Ur 
r.!!-'1.~!~ t&ltn, ~ .. only 'lad tfiiO huncl:rtd th1111ea.ld dollar• a 

'ifell, they an not alllilte 11111. Uoet of tho ettacka 
l>U.\6 ~Mode on A>.lerloa.'l poliol u colllfl fr011 veople who do not 
tnow tile Un1Ud. Statu, cooe ' fr~ p40ple 'l'ho lave Mve:r been 
O\lt throuall the great 1'e11t , oo.:.e: !1'011 p4ople who do not under­
oten4 the problem, tor t:~~oWpll, of tho drOut1llt &TO&. They 
an poople 'llho do not undorc~ tbe obl!.4aUon tt.a t the (50Ve~ 
• nt of the loC.U1ty an4 o! tho nate and. ot t iki lfatlon ll.u to 
trr to do t Y.r\lth1ll6 t hey pou lbly con to liMe pon lble a 
deoent llvtnc tor the oitlnn11 wlthln their bord.oro. 

Y11, tt.y Are tile kind. o! peOple llho do not WI~Ut&nd 
Clu Jill Kurr., and Jlo O' Connor Q- into •Y o!tlce n et M'ter 
.. ,k and Mll:e perfect z:~ule;1:1.c" of tll_,eb" and t ay to • e , 

;:~i ~::'=~' "~!;"!r~!h!0 t~· or;:!p1:v:~ir:..:: !~,.. 
the:rt h a1l the po..-er 1n \he ~J'ld "' t 1'1tre; wtly add t.DY .100n 
to itt• 

They are tbe kind of people frhocanr.o \ ~unt~U~d th<1 

t~::~:: : , J.,~,. 1g:~=!h ~;m l~~=~;o 2ni:r::!' 4;!:1~~~~0~~' 
t ilt Yellont.o;lo, ot tho 111111: , ot the Ot.llat1n, ot t h e 818 
HornMdct a lototot llcrrivenrlgbt lntlllt State. 

One thine 1 have ahrayo •poclt.l11cd in ever dnce I e\a.rt-
i:~~~~·~~E~;~!:~JFja~;~~:~e!:~:~::rJ!!~~~= 
dolll6l\yth111(;tlln<lwearegc1n,oto4o..ny\t:1nptor thtpr&-

~:~.,~0~n 'tJ~ ":!!~l~u!r:~:t' .~:On 4~~.:':!!.~i ~=.~~~ 
lh't L"ld a l.e the• a chal:lce to tan: on I Oo4 l&."ICI. . 

ftt.\ 1t tbe li:lDCl or policy your po.,ern&ent t hould l:.a.,e and. 
IIUtt follow. I bdlt Ye t..'lat t~• people, not only of llontana 
but ot every othtr ttau in tbt Union, art appreo laUve of the 
faot tbt.t " kno~ ltltre • art t:elns and lnttn4 \o 10 tt:er ... 
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