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SFEECH OF '!HI PRESIDENT 

GRJ.!iD FORXS, U. D. 

OCTOBER 4, 1937. 

I n gret that the neoeuit1ea o! the schedule 

brought me through the greater part o! North Dakota 

by dark. Laat night, however, I eaw a portion o! t be 

drought area of eutern JLontana -- a eaua.ti on ~ 

.- akin to youre i n the nuern put of this State . 

We can at least be thankful ~hat the rains and the 

oropa in this valley, and , indeed, in the eastern part 

of both Dakotas and moat of U.inn .. ota have been fa.r 

"ACre plentiful than lut year . 

On this inter:utel7 intereeting trip I be.ve 

ha.d another view of that northern and western pa.rt 

of the Un1 ted Statu which ill 10 greatly dependent 

for ita proepui ty on agrioul ture and i te slater --

foreatry , I em 1110re than ever convinced of the 

ilt:])Ortanoe of continuing our national policy of 

working toward• a better eoono::1y by etabilidng 



-~ 

and imp:rovint:" the li!e of the average fa.mlly . 

I received the o ther 4ay a lett er frotl! one ~ 

the only t..o llring forur ce::t.ben of tbe 9\.;.preme Court 

of t he United. States , 

1 have not asked hie perm1aa1on but I a.a: certain 

that he rill not a 1nd my reading to you three sentences 

froaa hie letter because they expreae so beautifully the 

tbougbta of eo zany of ue . He aaye: 

•In th18 aeaaon of gr ave reflection 1 t givee 

me gresteet oorr.tort and happ1neu to realize that 

politically and eoc1a.lly through a.ll •r long life , ay 

earneet ay.=p.atbies have gone out and my earneat ef!orte 

bave been exer cised for t he great nua:bera of my 

were 
neighbor • who ua living in intolerable oond1t1ona 

while a few of us under d18cr1s1nat1ng lawc cf our 

own aalting were enjoyln& muoh aore than a fair aha.re 

of the bounties of nature and govern::1ents. 
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The confidence that tbia hllG been and ia unneceuary and. 

aocbJ.ly unwise, and can and ahould be corrected in large 

meaaure by r ational and social log 1ala t1on, 1& at botto:a 

the reason, my dear Ur . Pruid.ent, why 1 see eye to eye 

with you in your effort to aocompl1ah i n eight yea.ra 

what abould have been in prooeaa of acccmpl1ah=ent 

through the laat forty or fifty yeua. 

Uy oonv1ot1on 18 definite that the moat difficult 

chargee for our political o.dveraariee(.;""answer a t the 

bar of h1Btory wil l be their oppoaition to the adoption 

of o1v111zat1on'a only proceu for peaceably settling 

diaputea betw-een na.Uona, and their callous 1ncUfferenoe 

and opposition to o1T111zat1on' e other de:r.and that OUl' 

neighbors be ghen at leaat a tAo4eat share in the 

comforts of llte. • 

And he goes on to apeak of what we are doing 

by introclucinc 1nW our national life and leg1al at1on 

•omethl ng at lea.t of the 1n1'luence of the Golden Rul• -



the inauguration of a t r end. toward. better things which 

Yery certainly can never be halted. or turned back, .&nd 

t1nally be pc.ys me the t1naat oo~~~pl1ment any lllall could. 

have 1n h1a life time. He aaya •of oourse you have 

fallen into some errore -- that 1e bwaan, but you have 

put a new face u;>en the aoc1al and political 111'e of 

our oountry.• 

It ever I get to be eighty years old., like l.Lr . 

Justice John H. Clark1, I hope that I will have the aame 

apirit that still aeeko better thi ngs for my ne1ghbon. 

In seeking the be tter~~:ent of our far!ll popule.ti on, 

no Mtter w:t:at part of the oountry they lhe in, no 

q.tt.er whether they rahe cotton or corn or wheat or 

beets or pota.toea or rice, the experience we haYe today 

teaches us that if we would. avoid the povert y o! the 

paat, we must strive t od&y - - not tomorrow - toward 

t wo objectives. 



Any one crop, wheat or cotton or corn, for exuple, 

1a like L''lf widely uud lllal\ufactul'ed. coiiiCOdity like brloh 

or auto:!Klb1lee or shoes, If, for instance, every ahoe 

faotory in the United States were to run on a three-shift 

huia, turnill£ out ahoea day and night for two or three 

years , we would have auoh a aurplua of choea in the Ll'n1tec1 

States that that aurplua would. have to be acld to the 

public, in order to ge t rid of it, at far lean than the 

a.ctuA.l coat of manufacturing the shoes. 

The same thing holda sood of wheat or cotton or 

we should. remember, in':"!.denta.lly, that the prosperity 

of the wheat grower& halpa the proaperi ty of the cotton 

grower s, because you in the northweat have 11101'e money to 

buy 1r10re articles ~c1e :)Ut of cotton, and the prosperity 

of the cotton growers hel.,a the g rowers o! wheat, !or 

the cotton belt ie enabled to buy and eat mor e bread, 
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It an enor1110ua aurplua o! wheat pUea up in the 

banda of buyers and apeculatora, you know f:roa put 

experience how the price of wheat will I!:'O;l almoe t out 

ot e i ght the !'ollowi~ year. Neither you nor I want to 

repeat the experience• of 19:52. 

Therefore, I beHave that 1t 18 eoee!lti&l to 

our national econooy that we have aometll1nc to aa.y about 

the control of the major crop eurplusee. The SUpreue 

Court hae ruled, in a divided. opinion, that the Government 

cannot !r..ll.ke a contract lf1 th a farmer by which acreage ia 

fixe~ either downward or upwnrd. . I have never eubeoribe4 

t o the constitutional theory that agriculture 1a a purely 

local aa.tter and. that it hae, therefore, no nati!lnal 

a cope . 

Perhaps 1 t will be held ooneti tut lonal for the 

Government to ea.y to a fermer •It you do thus and eo 

the Government will d.o thWJ and ao . • As a 111atter of 

co0110n sense I cannot see very much practical d1t!erence 
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betwaen the two ~tho~ . tn the one case thtt fa.roer 

volW'I~arHy enter s into a contract; in the other case 

he voluntarily does eoonth1tlt) wi th the :mo'lfledse that 

the oovermtent on 1 ts po.r t will do something. ~h. t 
t· . .1 ,,.; t;_ .!/ .... (I,.,.,..... . ,,.// / li ru-,~., 

I 1 !eel certain that & raajori ty in both Houau 

o! the Congress will heed the wish of moat of the 

far-era of the tiat1on in en.acti~ crop eurplue control 

leg1el&t1on. And 1t 1e ::1y thought tha t legillllntion 

toward that end ought to be paued at t he earliest 

pos sible moment . 

Because thie leg1alat1on '1:1'&8 not passed at t.'le 

lut aeae1on, it 1e too late for it to have any beari ng 

on the winter wheat which 1e now in the ground. "'-Tl1 

J./IJu)o•f 
!an11ere do tal :I""~ a'gainat nt!lxt spri:l{; ' 'J seeding, 

and i n so:ne parte o! the Nation crops, such aa cotton, 

ue act ually planted in late February and early »aroh. 
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Even a.! tar & bill 1a paaaed and becomes law on the 

signature of the Preuident, 1 t tak&a a lllonth or two 

before it 11 hu:sanly pouible to aet up the IM.chinery 

in all parts of the country to oarry out the prov1t1ona 

of the new law. If, therefore, new leg18l&t1on 18 to 

.-:t teot t he 1938 crops, baste noma to be illlportllnt from 

every angle . 

I a:. happy to come back to !l'orth Dakota, and I 

hope that the coming year will bring you at111 further 

along the road to proaperi ty, 



~:ssor'!'fliPRr.:Smmr 
Creu~d rorke, t-'orth Datota 

October 4., 193?, 11.1:1 A.M.,C.'l'. 

I "an •u~b r.&;J'8t that tbe a.eeu1Uu at tb ~ 

ethedUle broll()lt • ttl'oU£-h tbe &r.&ter part at Nartl!l Dakota bf 

dark. teet n1sbt, h-er, I aaw a port.lon ot t he dJ'OUlht ere& ot 

eaatern Moot-.na Where ther han 1 11t1.1o.Uon ~&kin to :rour{al 

tbl.ftkf'U1 (tt.tl fS.. tM ntu u.d tM oropa h tbla nu.,. ud, 

trl4•4, ta tbe ••urn part O't both ou:oua u.d ~t of W1CM.Otl. 

ho.n been tar .ore pleotitul tbh l!&r tt.lul l&at (:r-.r). 

And I know ~tbtu· ot tble n.ller uen ti!OU6b tbh h 

the tirat tUJe that I ll.e.vo been in Ortlnd Forks tn the daYtime. I 

"1ertr• O' Ccnu:or -~~ born in Crtnll J"orka. but be tolt. • t.bat be 

He ha• lett llort.h Dakota tor a ""th a~ t e 11010 a clU:ten 

at CO.llfor!:!lt. aUboufh enr e1nce I han been 111 11'uh1r.eton be hal 

bHD t!Mn dolne bh part -. and 1t 11 1 <t"UY eood one -- in keep-

I - !Sla4 to han bad • chance to •• rour fl"'lt U'nhersltl, 

to ••• the work that 11 beioa dot1e with the aaatatanca 6hen by the 

Federal CO-nrraent toweJ'd the arectton of building• -- to aea who.t 

I balten 11 the f1ret aiateke ot the WPA, thh pndetand. 1t 1e 



Tilts i • • tranool'r:pt !• 1: •bs 'lbH.e 
Kou•a 1teno~ ( 
110tes tl' tLGipeN:hWII& 
M i!.l. \: •• to~r:tn a~e• word.. 
eHt>:~JXl n.:- .~u: '1 ad• ·o thl preY10UilJ' 
pnPf,r l d ree<t1r. c~· ~ .. :u. t or<!• tn 
pe.rentbeeu are • a t 1111re omitted 
whan the • r•e-ch "a" ·•er td , tho01;h 
theJ' appear tn the previOUIIl )' prepared 
readinr c::opy te:r.t. 
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Olll.r balt •• biB u it G~Wht t.o be . 

Oil. t.bll 1a\o*nNLy hlt.I~IUfll trt~ I h4'1'11 ba4 anotU<r 1'1 .. 

ot the :~ort~ern 11111 .. ateMI part. or t.be thli t ed Statee 11tllch h 10 

&r"tly de-pencl.ut f or tu proeparhy on qrteu.ltW"e a ad. t u atet.r 

occu!?!tion - - fONitJ'l'. ~I .. 110re t hen enr con1'1nce4 ot tbe 

U:part&nel of oonunutna our naUon-.1 policy or worklag to-rda a 

better ICOD'-J by etabilhlr.,: aDd brprot"IJ18 the Ute ot tbe 11'1Np 

tu.Uy. 

(I recetnd) !he other dey L..£2l• btt..r tr<e - of tte 

only t.wo lldn« tor.er •••u ot the SUpre.e Court. of tbe l!nJ t41d 

Sutee. 

will DOt ratnd r::;:y reacUn4!: to you ttu'eo eent.ueu trQII hi• letter 

beceuee tbey expr1111 .o MtHo~titully '" thoughte lot eo zr.unr or u1) 

&rN.teet ccr.fort azul bappto111 to reellu that polltl­

c:.tlly eud -Ially t~h Ill ~ 1~ Ute, li!:J' M:I'Mit 

Men eurei1..S for tbe ,.,..., Dlll:lbere of ~ ~M~1£hbore 

Who were lh1D6 1D Intolerable eood.tUon. llbU• • few 

or ue under dlteriftllut lna lewe of our own m&k1ng "" 

enJ OJing !!NM 11101"8 then a tlllr e bare or the bount111 

ot ne.tun aud conr-ntl. (Applau") 

"Tbl cout1dlllcl ttlt t b11 hal biiD and t. unniCIII-

.ary l.t1d •ociall)o llnWlll, aud 0111 aDd 1hou.ld be corr.ctl'd 

1D larp ••IUrl b7 rational aud. 10Clll ll&illaUoa, 11 
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at bott• thll re&.OD, rq d .. r Mr. Pnldden"C., w!Q' I ... 

eye to •:r• With you la your ettort. to accoaplbb 111 

(A.pplauM) 

at the be.r or hht ory will b4o their oppoa1t1on to tba 

adopUoo or chUh.atloD ' I only procan t or peacoablJ 

And he gou on to apeak or what we are dO!Df' by l nt.roduetns 

ADd f111Ul1 he P'f• .. t.ba tiDal\ cc.pllaDt .!.!!!!. &1\)' -.u could hill'& 

111 bh urau... IW Mya, 

"Of ooureo yQU ha't'& fallon Into eome errore --

All6 • ., trletlda , t.t ner I cet to be eighty ,-are old, Uka 

:a.:r. J'u.Uce 1ohzl H. Clar._, I bo~ t M t I will bue the ...,. aptrlt 

that at tl.at age nill aeeka Mtter tb111.6a tor fl(1 netpbora. (.A.pplauae) 

I!l aMklug t he betterEent or our ram population , 110 1116tte:r 

what part. or the countey thltY lh·a 111, DO •tter wbetl::er tbey n.ha 



And the ~Mne thlnt: p11 tor 1011\eat. Yu. the prlneiple h 

countrz that It -.a uor.ou. turplua ot ('llb~n) ~ 

whether 1t bl cotton or wh .. t or any other thine: , pile• up In the 

how the price ot llbMt wil.! drop a~tl the price wtll drop out 

ot ll(bt tlle toll~Dt ,..u.r . ~ehher you uor I Wllllt \o repMt the 

eXperience• or l'il32 . 

by -.t1oh 1creage 1• tlu4 elt~er (dowoward or) up•rd ~~'!!'}'.!· 

I, f!£.'2-~:UZ.. ban:~ 'l'lll' au'baerlbed to the coutttuUor.l tlleory 

that aqteult.ae 111 • pur•L¥ local •n•r -.ad (t~t it) ba1 (tl:leno­

rorl) DO Mtlon.l (100!'11) ~· 

P1rh.ap11 tt 11'111. be --when WI ra1111 tho new ol'Op bill, 



aDd eo.• !!!!!,..111 a -.tt.r ot 0~11 aerld, t'rlllll your point ot 11'hW 

~. (I) !! caMot ••• •nry •ueh praeUeal d1ttaranee betwMn 

~ knowledp thu, haYIM done..!!· t!w OOYet'n.!lt on 1U part 

will do 1..-thlno: , One 11 a c~traot; the other h a prom.111 . ~ 

the r llult lltbe IUI8 . (Appl~uee) 

I teal certol:a that a •Jority In bot.'l. Houses or tM CoD­

er••• w1ll baM the wh!l or {IIOat) !!!!__~~ ot tbe t&r.oer11 or 

lbe &atlcr.l In eaaetl~U: erop aurplua oontrol leglslatloc. f.D4 It 11 

U.e wbter 111beat (which) ~ 11 !lOW tc t!tol !:l'OOUid. IOul.y tu.re, 

In addtt lon to tbet, do r.u plowl!\1; ap.1111t next ey.olq;'s sH41nc, 

(planted) R,!!!._in the fS1"0W1d In late february a nd eerly March . 

t..nd~~:~blranotller thine, thet e11'enatterab1llls 

pe.eN4 end Moc..e l•w on the .tpatlll'e or the PN1ldant, It tate• 

in all p4ll'tl ot tba COUDtry to oarry out t bt proYlllot~e or tM n• 

llw. It, tblretore, new llllelatlon Ia to etfeet the 1936 crope , 

blete ,,_. to be lapoTte nt tra e Yery •1161•· 
And 110 !l t rlende , I cc.e to 1 gru.t 1"-rloultlll'll IIOt lon 



wUII tile -•!lie! tbat you,. 1Ateren ta •uacur the - •• e•erz 

other esrlellltu.Nl eaetlon or tha Jlll.tto=. •"'" t.h• •- lcter-e•t 

•• 1t h 1:1 tile town or HYda hrk, Cowar or Dut~h•••· stue or 

~· (Appla1111el I- happy to ca.e blcl: to NOrth Dakota, e.nd 

I hope that the. COil1ne; ,.. .. l' will bl'llll )'OU •till r=thn elOrlfl ttl• 

l'Oild to prosp•rUy. And I li."l 110nrt dent thl:lt we &no p;olns to !IOD· 

tlnue on that z-oed 1r o= pu.reo" 1e t1n11, tr •• go alons the ~d 

wa are go11la DOw. (A.;>plau") 
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THE WHIT!: HOUSe: 

Ea"LIIIplri!MC)u. 1.D.t iU"pplatloM ~ ~ Presi.s.t:l\ 
1a h1• ..sar.. •• Gr.acl J'OI"ka, 5o. n.k.. 
Oa~ ~ 19J7, 

ao .. raor t..a&:•r, ._. trl.®• of J'or\h u.kola 
aM of U'A ~.rb7 !:>~· of W:lru»-.,t.. M Wlll 

I .. !'7 111Gb Hgt~t that tl~e UC~••d U•• ot 
w r.uroacs. ld\KU!e bi'OUr.":bt • thPoo.t}l u. 
cr-t•r part ot IJorth Dllkota lq dark. LM\ All:ht, 
boqftr, I - a poru oa of tt.. dJ"ou&bt IU'M o.t 
.uten *-!.aDa *" \bl7 '-"• a •UuaUoa that 
1e alt1a to p:tor •it.J&UOil ill. U. .. ,,."' part of 
thh l ta.la. .. cu. at l ..,.t lil ~ tor U. 
raiu Nll4 V.. crope 1a thh nlleT pd., 1114Md., 
Ul tbe _,usa part ot both Dlllkotu .ald. • •t. ot 
.ll1ADeMta the)' h&n MeA tar •r• plenUM \ h l• 
, .... \bi.D lal\ • 

.b4 I know -tbll¥t of ~h mlq ena 
~b &his 11 \be first til;;e \ha\ J han beea 1a 
OriiD4 Forb 1.11. w a.,u.- . 1 it.aft lcDoa. a 
er-t 4..t Allou.t u MoAule of k 70WII: au wbo 
P" .. a cnat 41.-ppohr.tasat lhl• 1101"11.1.11ri;. I 
bl4 al-..p thot.~Pt \bat •J-r..,. o•eo-or .. bona 
hr. OrM4 forb, 'bu.t be Wl4 • tlat be 41da't ••t 
MIN GAUl be -.. t .. l,.. 4ql old.. 

He ~ l~t. llorU:l Dil,li;ota for a lfh'll• &114 1s 
ao1r a olUSitn ot CalltorW.a &lthout;tl., ~· slllol I 
ha,.. beea. 111. lfaab.iztt;tGa be ba• 'Men ttwn, 4oliiC 
b.h ;..rt - aa4 1 t 1• a ftr)' po4 OM - 1a kMpllll( 
the baA.. .. ot \he tlll.Ued. !tat•• •ohnt aM. JPQI' 

•NT -.t•. 

I • ~adto ba,... he4 a ob&Dae to ... JW'r 
cr-t Ull.i,..rsU 7 , \0 - t t. work that h belle 
6 011111 wU.b u. Mds:.aao• ,;1..- ~ the ...sam 
OoftlmNat. to.r4 ~ eNOUOI& of )Qi141art;• - to 
... what I o• U.,.• h ' l'w f1nt .S.•t._ ot the IPA. 
t.hU l n..lld •'-"4. 1t h OAl7 b.a1.t .. hie .. 1t 0\!Cht 
\o "o •• 

OD t.bie - (tollo- nl-) 
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- .... ,.., ........ ~ 
lbh JAotr" .. or~....-,.,. .. ,._,, ~ '" .... .. , Ff LE 

11-,.r:.4 t~rb. "'nil Moll&, OUoMr 4, 1137 , 
h 1.o ·u ut• for rot- ..,... <lell"l7• 

~j.~~oc;w:~~ ~-ti~'~· 
:l.ll. twl::.n.J / \_ 

') *··~loOt~.,.. .. , , 
l~nc..-t 1a.1 t iM .. ~•ooHiu ot t¥".o~o.to l.t ~,..., \,.. l hrou,p;b 

~,f:!~ ~~~!!~..t':.!!.~~~!:'.: .. 1\=~::f•!. ""r.: .. =' "'tM-un.v.>t ot U:lio ~ .... ~. w, -· .,, 1_,.,. tblull:!'o.l 
t... ~~ \M ml.u Ullll U.. <.roj)ll a 1hl1 '"•.llot, ,..., 1&4eot4, Ia liM 

~~~-~rJLt=' ~~ ~'-'1 '~ ~ t'{'\."r'b .t" .. :-~ .~~ ..,,.. IJ '1,.. ')' 

J \J:r.h bh.aNl,J i.llwruUac \rip 1 looo•• !.4 ..,_...,. _.._ ol u..\.-

=~=~·~,.7.!"';"~1~ :' !'-.!!:~~ ~~~.;:~~!!!..'17· 
'1"'--ro...:aa-.r-n...:.!otl.W~-ot-Unilll .,.... 
-~~~ poUcr of ...,.:.:lac _....u a Mn•r- 't7 •~lluhc ....s 
...,tacu..uraoru.. ..... ....,..r-.ti.J, .-, 
~- o<.'wr U.'fa lott•r !!'(Ia"' u U.. oal7 ''"' u .-u.. 

' to" .-.,,.,of liM~- Cow-l of IM !.'>Uo4 SW.Uo, 

( 
1 
:' ( ) alc4 !v ~:.:: ~ h~:.!:":!!~!:o!"; • .;::,:~~~~=• ~~~ ·:~~ "".!. 

>. ' 1'"'11 10lk>&uU1'11llJChto i~U lota.ap: -.i f' 

~ 3 l 10114 ~:!:~: ~~;.cr~: ;;~!~!!r:/\J:;:::r?= ~·~ 
If to"" u~ ... ,. .. .._., ~tll.lu blt.wt coa- 011 """'Ill-~~ .rro~u 

hw• -... .. u~l"'!h..S tor w cr-t ..Mn or., u~ wbo ""' 

,. ' ~~~·o~:!•;:!l:.,..~'!!:-~~.::_or_::=.-.";~~':::!"" 
• ,J... et t.a. ....,.,ioo• fill .,.tu:>o ..:Ad ,....,._u. ' 

•:.:.. _,._ C..• loloit ..... MM. ... h _ .. ...,. ..... -=1a1· 
1· ,. .. , ... ...,. - =4 o.l:iocllll" M c.orHCI44 I a larp-....... 111r ,..u_ 

t- ...__ C. llllll ~-~tal lloCUl•ol..,, U • • Mtw. 1'- .._, rq ....... ltr. 

- J - ~· -:!~'~!,.~=w".~:~i.~::."'of'~~~=u• 
""'"""' llM lui tor~ or flt~)'eN't. 

_,. "- _. :~~=:.:~~~::r~i!:..!.~',..w...._-._!, ·~~~~~'7-:~•t.!or 
\botlrollfOIIUc.alotlaoo...s._p•io•of oi ttlt ... Uu' •oll17 proe•••for 
paa<:.UI.J' MU~IIIOf 41tpu.l•o. bll-11 •II oM, oD4 lllt l r ull a... h>4if· 
ftrtOC• - oppoeH ICII \.o ciYUhf.H Oll.'• ol lltr 11-.~ l bal -
""lc"or• h .;t•n al 1- 1 a 100diou Wu 111 llw oGAI'orle ot H h .• ,2-

.lD4Mcou DII I<>~ot.-bl>.l"""'*''*"b71nlroollol:lnclol<> 
...,. ... u..,...t llf• •4 :~•l.<.Hoa -u.~..o~: •• , _ , or''- 11111-. 
et I.A.o OGN.m 111>.1• - Wo ,,.,..,pu ... I Oll ot • tr• :l ~.QW.r4 NH.•r lh110P 

i :~~;-: ~~!:!!,O:,."'r~, .... ~l:! :.::=.~~.'tu~1~~ 
"' .. ....,,, •ot _,..,.,.... bn•~ ran ... taw- ... ,..,..- U...l h..._.., 

Kl7n M'!f pll a- t-""""' IUo -.!a.l...t JI'IIUI-.1 U t• oL _, 
-.:111'7· " 
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