
Franklin D. Roosevelt - "The Great Communicator" 

The Master Speech Files, 1898, 191 0-1945 

Series 2: " You have nothing to fear but fear itself:" FOR 
and the New Deal 

File No. 1092 

1937 October 5 

Cleveland, OH- Forum on Current Events 



I! 

tit ...Uo a441'nl ol U.. Prul._l, loCI W .... fr. t.boo 
,...,u ... u&l 11-h.l tNJ.• at Cl""l_., Oblo, Oc~kr 
15\h, 1M, I• to 'M "-14 for ret- ~4111""'"7, ~ 
pooGk4 Mint 10,44 .!UIGN 1--.H n-o . 
... ...ioi.D!Ja.UJiiJ.IXF.'r.tJIU1'IIUJ.I:l,Wl, 

U, I , WCrn!D 
IOON'-t7toU..Pr.;t l4oolt , 

!0 7"" .:llo .,, ot'-Jinc Ult 70!"& 011 OllrN!It *->u, I np.lo ptol04 1111" 
po<I I IIIIUMdot-·oo"C'"Itulati""' onho OWK:Uio 

I M lptiMI"' f,... '-""'rail~ l rdn h Cl..,tlllnd on 110' ~ ~ a!ter" 
teo lttlct' trlptothoC......tr.o.d b<l.ok, ....,.HIt, lhtrcfore, MIW"nl..-rhr-.JI" 
\br.\., ~\1M l.hll -~....,. ~ trn."l . 

I to oot _,to dltmet 111 or.;J"fiC"((#fr• ~ ml~M o!AJ'II.,.Wlloln I *'If 
U...tao.._.,\ootzrcoaopo .. nlJ'cotoC<IIIC'l•"'JIIOI.UHor"....._.O<I_pu.on 
ot o.zq ,..u .. "\1 JII'Ol>l;a ·a~t """urc ~ t.."w ww.u7 am4 'lolkiiiC otl.h 
piiOp.lt 111 -'7 -n: ot U.!o h> -"7 H<Od- o4 tbo •l\u, 

1!11 prcfo110r..,. u~~ u: a .. tftHI\J, lla.l -~ M.Hor ed U.. 
rer»rltr, ~ ..- II pUU" 11.!1- hh 1~ 001111-t, - """<l.o lMno 
pot.tlT ~ .U r....U.q, .W. ·~ aiOol...,.. (.1- l oo:, o.pooWlT l.f '""' 
r-.41ac, t..'lolt~ud lll.l41..,....too:ox.•o:-all dl!..tDIIIoD.1 ct•=..,.:~•Ucm. 
loU 1.111 re•l~ o! Hall II al=~t 1Aortl.alol., U~-10. .. H .. pr-ot~Uoelt.UM or 
...n--1 lr H II 1101 ttqpl.-.o=\1'\ ~ 0!lllA '001"11:. 0 b ".!lo14 ~rft- I ­
DOl 8G ... lJ' pllnoQII(".l ob""fll>.\1011 o4 tlo.l N:I.Qal JIMCtlU l;,yohla,p; \IIIII ~lito 
proUM Ia Uw ~ \oltl., lru.t 1\l!.CI o"t>.OnllUOII Ill 0 tl~l.t Y.llcb OO"no t!>a 
onUroMIIc.a. 

l lalna .... -•tbo, llhrp-a4u&U011f....,ooll~•Uba )lo.ohtlorc.! 

~:"~:::..~:.,·~'.:Jt~~.: ~;:.~~~~:~:.,~:: . ~~ ~;i..'ht 
.... tor~J-ti•t ,..,.. ol4 ani\ i>l\4 M;)~ at oou~,., ro- .,,. 1.1111r1" quart., or • 
Otn~W"7. Ill .... A llfllkii'IC • cyelop,;dlo 1>\1~ 11M a01u H<;n ou.hl4o af 1111 ll.-o 
'-· ""'-be - IIbov.\ tbo ~n bl.cOtold, oG~I'Oti4.JIIAO<I, ~~.o~hUett.~""-..,.. 
iiiMrlll.lJ' lo!fo~Ubh p.r_, I bc>•o M4~ aoo~ . 

n h ""'''-'•b" ,,.... ~:hoot ~ ,...,, to P*llo ll!to.ir• aa4 -uaaa1 
,.._1_, ~ u.odlM\lJ' Nl<'e.\14"""'-- .t.,. U.. 1-t -rt-Ut 
opl.at-, tor U.. •l.llf'l•....,..,., W\ 1.hq ~ -..P aotoocauooo to ...U U.. 
llWill: U..t W, :.:.W. lt Ill, ~ -toM.l.l7 t!ooilr polu ~ •t .. h ........ 011 
:::loU- 110 oU.re ti, u \A<>Ir '~14101 cr.ulooll:, ... ~~- Inch 

tMt It -.,., 1o ~-. ..... uwo-t .,o4 bo&or, I ~ 1.1111 ~ 1.111 ~~ 1.0 e.. 
••w-lloi"""~'N o:lt1o.,.,..U1t:ll>b..._.lpa01ollltoriii.O­
"''IIr-o....otr"/-....Un. 

J. 41hln,pllllol4 t;IUo~ o1" ~ !'rlllwl.o ocoe ~1114 tloot.t 7'0'oU'11 "*" t*-14 
CO :FlU. I ~4.,.,.,., lhh 1>7 tU;;&OUI!~i;: U...t- 0&4 ._,., olol ar:ol 1<'1"'1:• 
•"lll4 CO I'Wit 0011t to lho ";"eot ot llor""l Or~lq, "'-'Ill \hi ~ to Uo• 
eo...t -o.'lov.lol ,;pSou.l.hNt4 J"or1:h..,41r.U. 

lolld Ul IJ>elr lrn•oll, """''I ras>..,~ a w.,:;ctt UoaZiclll ow:• f:O¥• to • 

JWIII """ Ia lin Torlr. Olllo tbcol,il:>t Joo) lmiOir a all, 1 u.ld, • ran ~ ••co1114-
bt.a4 01\t", JIU.t M a flannel l.""rt, d.l"lft ""' 10 U~ eoa.t ~7 tbt 110rell.lro 
....,_t410114-kci:bJ\bt10"t:Mnr,...te.!l:lol'tltop~N thetiJOV.bo.ll 
lOPG~DoirO thall.$2.00!•r )'!11#rooo"""klh. Don 1 t\a.lk\O)'OW~IIC 
fri.,.AI Of" ,_.. a-kr ~ c ....... ,..,. hlMd.t, .,., lpiCIIlhl 011 U.. 11\MCli.Ot 

tl.aUOII -, U.. ~1 '""''-'""' li:Mp<;r <114 .t..._ro JW -~ 1>7 U.. "'1'11411 
..,. ,..... rouw •'"-"11• '"""lono. • 

!:II ro .. h 1'1 &"""' loaU&:uuoa. "" ""•:lu 10 We.,.. or u.. lnt 
u.q -..:;111 10 'loo "IOPI-- 117 11> b._tlft VIII 1.0 ' '' JINPll 1.0 Dol 
~lr- _,,., 'Mnor, h t• • cnM -&17 ,..., "0111:; All 'M ,..-Oil 



.,., ... .., 
~:,!..',... .. u.:: 
::!: tuM ,;'::~.-

:=f:::!. ..:-::~~:~ 
..-IM•r•"'• ,.,..~.:~ 
\M1•W"' PJ -~1 f!MJIU .. 
1'M'i:,"' ooPJt..al. 

'-



SPEEO! OF THE PRESIDENT 

t h1• J'o~ oza Curn11t .tv1nu, 
To you who &re attend1f1Kl~, I ag&in e:r.tend 

my good wiabea and my cocgratul.at1on.t on iU aucceaa, 

I u speaking from the railroad train in Cleveland 

on my way home after a two weeka ' trip to the Cout and 

back, and it 1a , therefore, natural per haps tha.t rAY thoughts 

at this mocen t run to travel. 

I do not want to detr&et in any way fro~~: the Talue 

of a roru:n when I oay that no human being can pou1 bly get 

a co~r.plete p1oture or a rounded conception of any na.t1onal 

preble= without traveling throl.:gh the country and talking 

w1 tb people in every walk of life 1n every section ot the 

:Iatlon, 

The Professor and student in a Un1vera1ty, the 

newspaper editor and tbe r eporter, the man in public life 

and b1a local coillltltuent, can and do learn gl'eatly by 

llnlCh readine, much study and much diocuss1on, eapeo1ally 
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if the reading, the s tudy and the dhouaai on cover all ddee 

of any stven question. But the reault of it all is almoat 

inevitably tinged with provinoialin or narrownese if it 1a 

not supplaented by 1!1eld work. 1 By 1!1eld wo rlt 1 I mean 

not merely p ersonal ob3ervat1on of the actual practice 

involving the 1U~.e41ate problem in the home town, but &lao 

observation in a field which coven the entire Notion. 

I knew a man once who, a.fter graduation from college 

with a. Batchelor of Arts Degree, kept right on by taking 

a Degree in SCience, a Degree in Law, a Degree in Ue41o1ne 

cr.4uat• deer••• 
and aeverfll/~ in other aubjeota. When I knew him be 

was forty-five years old and had. been at college for 1110re 

than & quarter of a. century . He waa a walking encyclopedia 

but had never been outside of hill hoa:e town, and he wu 

about the EOat bigoted, narrow-zcinded, unsophisticated 

and generally 1apoas1ble person I have ever met , 
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It 11 untorturately true that in r espect to public 

a!fa.ira and ns.tional problema, the excellently educated man 

and woman ton the lout wortb1fh1le opinions, for the e1arple 

rea.aon that they have enough education to make them think 

that they know u: all , whereae actually their point of rtew 

18 baaed on aeeociatlon with othere who, in their geographical 

outlook, are a.b')ut one inch wide. 

Th.s.t h why, in the utmoat good hu:or, I hope that 

in the daye to come our ed.uc11.ted and thoughtful citizens 

will ~aake some special efforh to know their own country 

better. 

A d.iatlnguhhed editor of the Tl'1bune once augguted 

that young men ehould go West , I would amend tbia by 

cuggeatina: that men and women, old and young , ahoul.d ~ 

not only to the \feet of Horace Greeley, but all the way 

to the Coaet -- abould. go South and Hort!::. and Eaat . 
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J.n4 in tbelr traYela, aa.r I repeat a auggeatlon trbiob 

I once gave to a young men in Jew York wbo thoue:ht be ktlew 

it all. I aeJ.d -- •talte a uoond-hand cw , put on a fliUUlBl 

ahirt, drive out to the Con.~t by the northern route and come 

back by the sout hern route. Don ' t atop a.nywhflre where you 

have to pay :aora then 12 .00 for your ro0111 and bath. Don't 

talk to your banking fr1endA or your Che.J:ber of Ocxraerce 

friends, but specialize on the gasoline atatlon man, the 

ooall restaurant keepe r and farmers you mee t by the wayatd.e 

' and your fellow automobile travelers . 

The Forum t a a grnnd 1nct1tut1on. We ought to ba.ve 

.are of the111., but they oua:ht to be tuppleJ~cr.ted by an 

intensive dr1Ye to get people to know their own oo'.lntry 

better . It 1a a grand coW'ltry and we can all be proud of 

"· 



•'I goo4 wl•bea and .,. ooagn.tulaUou on ib woo•••· 

I u •pN.t.iac fro- 'lh• railzoad. trai.D ia 01 .... ~ 

OD • 'f n;:r bQMI alter & bO ... ka 1 t:rlp to tU Oout .ad. 

of a For= when. I ur tb&t DO ln-. being oan po•• iblr get 

a ooaplet• pio'-H or a roua4M oonoepUoD. of aA'f' aatlonal 

w1 tb ~ople 1n •••'r'f walk of lit• in enry ••oUoD of n. 

••UoD. .• 

\ 
a ... pape:r editor and~ reporter, tb•-. 1D pablio 111'• 

and hh local OOAII UW..t, OaD aDd do leua gl'eatl'f' b'f 

e 



innihhlJ tingK '111 tb prortnciali• or narro..wu 1l U h 

DOt •erelr p ar.oa.al obee~Uon of the ao'hlal. praoUoe 

obeena.Uon in a field whJ.ob ocYere the cUre Iation. 

I knew a man once 'Who, &.fter gr&d.uaUon fro• college 

wHh a. Batchelor of Art• Desr••• kept right on br takiDC 

j 
a DegrM in IIOieAoa, a Degne in Law. a DegrH in Meclioina 

~ r~ • .• t, . 
and •enral ~ ln otbar whj•cte. Wbll'l. I knew h1• 1M 

wu tort:r-tin ,.ara old and bad bee at oallega tor aore 

thaD a q\l.&rler ot a oentur7. He wu a walkin& enorolopedla 

and generallJ illpO .. ibla penon I ban •u ••· 
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It 11 \lDlort\.UJl tely but that ln roepeot to pul>lio 

attalr. azd national probl8111t, the ezoellentlr educated lUll 

reuon that thtJ han enough eduoatlon to aaltt the• tblDl: 

tba1; "they know U: all, wher.,.• aotuall7 their point ot rtew 

1--
1• )tuecl on auooi&ilon with other. who, in their geographical 

outlook, a.re about one lnoh wide. 

i n the claft to come our eduaa.ted and thoughUUl oitlatna 

will make Mitt epeolal ettorh to bow their own ooUDtry 

better. . ,,., ~ 
A clhtinguithed ed1 "tor ot the Tribune once ... Ue4 

that roung aen tho\114 go weet. l WO\Ild amend thh bf 

to the oout - ebould go Sou\h and. •orib and. lut. 
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AD4 ln tbelr t:raYils, ...,. I repeat a euggeeUon wblob 

/ l once gav. to a young .fn ln Hew York who tbough1: he tnew 

I cc.-
tt &11. I eaid. -- 1 hke a. .. oon4-b&rl4 Jlllal, put on a flannel 

baot. b;r the 10utharn route. Don't stop an,..tl.na where J'OU 

han to p&J aon than ta.oo for rour roo• and bath. Don't 

talk t o JO\ll' banking frlendl; or your Cbaaber of oa..uoe 

•' and. your fellow auto1110b1le tu:nhH, 

!he Fol'WI ie a grand lnttUuUon. We ought to baTe 

tntenti"f'e 4r1n to get p_,ple to know tbelr own. oountrr 

better. U 11 a gr and. oountrr and. .. oan all be proud of 

u. 
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