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I u appealing to the people of J.aaerica tonight to help 1n 

curying out a task that h important to them and. to their 

goTernment , 

It ie a part, but an euential part , of the greater taak 

o! finding: jobe for will t ng worker• who are idle through no 

fault of their own; o! finding more work for thou who are 

insuf!lciently ePployed. and of surveying the neede of workere 

and indue try to eee if we can find the bash of a better long-

r&Jlt:e plan of re-e~ployment than we h11.ve now. 

Enforced idlenen, embracing any coneiderable portion of our 

people , i n a nation o! such wealth and natural opportunity , ie a 

paradox thA.t challenge• our 1rl6enui ty. Une.::sployment h one of thfl 

bitter and galling probleas that now aftlich man-kind . It has been 

with ua, in a measure, ainoe the beginning of our ind.uetri&l era . 

h 
It has been~ by the t-eor ... -wg complexity of bueineu 

and indue try, and it ha• been made more acute by the d.epr eaaion. 

It bas made necessary the expend! ture of blllione of collars tor 
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reliet and for publicly crea.ted work; U baa delayed the balancing 

of our national budget, and inoreaeed tbe t ax burden of all our 

people. In addition to the preble= faced by the national govern

e~ent our ab.tea and local goTerMenh have been sorely preued. to 

meet the inoree.eed lo!\d resulting !roo Wlemployment . 

It i a a probletll o! ever y civilized nation--not ours alone. 

It baa been aol•ed in 1011U' countrL .. by starting huge armuent 

programs but we Aaeric&na do not want to aoh·e it. that way, 

Uever thelen, as a. nation we adopted the policy that no 

une111ployed. man or woman can be permitted to s t arve tor lack of aid. 

That 1a a till our policy. But the .t t\la.Uon calle for a permanent 

c iU'e and not juat a teopor ary one. 

une:11ployment relief 18, of courae , no t the p81'IIl.&.nent cur e . 

The permanent cure lies in finding suitable jobs in industry and 

agriculture for all willing workers. It inwolvea coopera.the 

effort and pb.nning which will lead to the absorption of tbh 

unused man-poner in pri vate industry. SUch planning calle !or 

facts which we do not now poaaeee. 



_,_ 

SUch planning applies not only to worker. but to the eaployeu 

in indu&try because it 1nvolvea trying to get rid of whl\t we call 

the peaks and valleya o! ecployuent and Wl8llployment--try1nK with 

the help o! induatry to plan &6B1nat producing more goode one year 

than people can or will conauue, and cutting production dra8t1c&lly 

the following year with the reaul ting lay-ott of bW\dreda of 

thousands of 1r0rlr:era. 

!'hat 1a a long and di!f1cult probleu to find the anawer to and 

1 t may take •any e!forta in the co::~ing yean to find the right 

ana•er. But in the meantime , we need more facta . 

!'or several year a varying ut tmatu of the extent of 

unHploy-nt have been made . Valuable aa aoe~e o! tbeu eatilll&tea 

have been in providing ua an approximation of the extent of 

unemploy::~ent, they have not provided ua with euff1c1ent factual 

data on which to oa•• a coaprehensive re-e::~ployment program. 

During thh coming week we a:re going to drive to get •uch fact• · 

W'e are going to conduct a nation-wide oen1ue o! the une::~plcyed and 

the partly unel:lployed and we are going to conduc t it in the 

genuinely deuocrauo American way. 



- 4-

Tbh h t o be a wholly volunh.ry cenaua . We a.re go ins to bold 

the airror up to oureelYeB and try to set, not only a true and boneat 

reflection of our preoent une~t~ploylilent condi tiona , but tach which 

will help ue to plan conetructh'ely for the future . 

Only in a nation whose people are alert to their own aelf- 1nt er eet, 

and alive t o their reeponu1b111t1ee ot citizenshi p , could euch a 

voluntary pl an aucceed.. I ac con:rident t hat th111 great American 

undertalcir.g will aucceed. . Every effort h being put forth to make 

all of our peopl e underetand. and appreciate bdl-7 ita eign1ticance a.nd. 

I ac sure you will all give 1t your helpful aid aa you have in pr evioua 

efforts aimed a t nat1onfll b:prove~:~ent, and through which our people 

have ehown their capacity for eelt-govern=ent. 

On Dft.t Tueaday , J:ovecber 16 , tbe Poet Office Dapa.rtaent , through 

ita far- flung and highly efficient orgnnlzation , will undert ake to 

deliver to every aood.e ln the United states an Uneoployment Report 

Oard containing 14 dmple oueatlona. 

The Report Cud which tt:e poat.w.n will leave at your door on 

Tuesday 1B a double poet-card , l ar&er than the cuetocary card . It 

1e add.r eat:ed eo~c1ally to t hose who are uner:.ployed or par tly 

une:ployed , and who are able to work and. are seeking wor k . 
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Thh car d contains a 1.1e•aage to you froiJ me carrying tha aew.rance 

that 1f you will gin me all the facta, it will help ua in planni ng 

!or the benefit of thoee who need and want work a."\d do not now lu\Ye 

it. Thh aeuege call• upon the unemployed and everyone elee in 

thie le.nd to help make thie ceneue coaplete , honeat and accurate. 

If all unet=ployed and partly unemployed per•one, who a.re able 

to work and who are aeek1ng wor k , will conac i entioualy f ill out 

these carda and e&il thea juet aa they are, without ataap or 

envelope, by or before midnigb.t Noveat:Jer 20 , our nation will have 

:real facta upon which to bate a sound :re-e111ployment program. 

It 1e important for every uneaployed peraon to unde r atand tha.t 

t h1e report card 18 not an applica.tion for relief , nor regiatr ation 

for a job. This 18 purely and simply a fact-oeek:i~ cenaue . 'llhen 

you receive thia card you will note tha t the 14 oueationa are 

designed to give t hie nation a wider ~ah of knowledge of ita 

unemployment conditions than it has heretofor e bad. 

If our unea.ployed and. partly W'le11ployed wholeheartedly gin 

the infor mation sought in theae 14 queet1one , we will know not only 
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the extent o! unemployl4tmt and partial unemployoent, but we will 

know the geographical location of uneuploytDent by etste• and 

coii!IWlitiea. 'lfe will l11r.ew1&e be able to tell what ege g r oupe are 

~:~oat severely affected. . But most i mportant of all, we will know the 

wor k Q\U\.l1!1cations of the unemployed; we will know in what induetriee 

they are euited to funoUon, and we will be equipped to determine wha.t 

future 1nduatr1a.l trend.e are IIIO&t likely to absorb then idle wor kere. 

I think 1t is neceuary to emphadze that only thoee Wlt=ployed, 

or partly unemployed, who a.re able to wort: , and who are uelting work, 

should fill out t heee cards . All otheu 111ay d1sr ega.rd. them, 

But I appea.l to all of you who ~ e~:~~ed today to enlist ae 

good ne1obbore to thoee who are ~ployed. in your OOQ!jUll1t1ea and. 

who may need help in filling out theil' ca.rda properly and pro~ptly . 

!bey ny need the at1e~ulua of your cooperation, to recogn1:r:e the 

ioportanoe of thh national effort to belp them. 

1 think th1a netghoorly cooperation will be very helpful in 

d1apell1ng f r om the •inde of the U!lemployed all fear tha\ the 

information aougbt in th h census h to be u sed tor any purpose other 
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thAn help!ulnua. I repeat the anurance to the uneaployed that the 

informat ion which you give on theae report cards will in no eenae be 

used against you, but ao !a.r aa liea within my power will be employed 

for your own good and for the welfare of the nation. 

\Then we have ascertained the full !aota of unemploycent, we can 

extend the voluntary snd neighbor ly che..raoter of thh effort to the 

task of finding the aolutton to the perplexing pr oblem. Ita 

lD!pOrtance just1!1ea a national approach, free froa prejudice or 

part1aanab1p and warr&nta the cooperative endeavors of buai neu, 

of labor, of agr i cul t ure , and of goveri'Wlent . 

I a.m confident tbl\t th18 nation of ours baa the genlua to r eorder 

Ua &!'fairs, and poueuea the phydcal reaourcea to make it poaalble 

for everyone , young or old, t o en:Joy tne opportunity to work and earn, 

There is neither lo&ic nor nece u1ty for one-thir d of our population 

to b11.v e leaa of the needs of modern life thM aake for ~ 

living. 

c:-.
Our national purchaaina: power 1a the aoil fro::~ which~ all 

our prosperity. The atea.d.y now of wage:. to our million a of wor ker a 
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la eaeent 1al 1t the produot t of our industry and of our farmer a are 

to be con.wsed . 

Our far-Sighted 1nduatr1al leadera now recognize that a very 

aubata.nt1al abue of corporate earnlngt must be paid out in wages , 

or the aoU fro::t which thue lnduat r lea grow will soon become 

lmpoverhhed. our farmera recogni=.e th&t their largeat cuat011;er a 

a r e the workers for wagea , and that !am ma.r keta cannot be main t a i ned 

except tbroua:h wide- spread. purchasing power. 

Thh unempl o)'lllent problem 1a , therefore, one in which every 

individual and ever y eoono::do group h&a a direct lnter eet . I t la 

a proble.a whose d1Bouu1on llllBt be r e::10ved f r o: the t1el d of 

prejudice to the tield of logic . we ahall find the tolut1on only 

when we have the facta , and having the facta , accept our mut ual 

reapona1b111 U ea. 

The inherent right to work h one of the eleaenta.l pri v1legee 

of a free peopl e . Conti nued failure t o achi e ve that right and 

privilege by anyone who want.e to work and neede work 1e a challenge 

to our civili~ation and to our securit y . Endowed, ae our nation ie , 
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with abundant phydoal reeourcea, and ineptred aa it shoul d be 

with the hi gh pul'poae to make thoee ruouroea and opportunities 

&T&ilable for the enjoyment of all , we approach th1a proble:a of 

re-egployaent with the real hope of finding a better anewer than 

we bave now. 

The Une111ployment Census , aa a aendbl e tir at s t ep to a 

conetructh'e r e-eaployment p:t"ogra:z~ ought to be a succee1ful bit 

of national UAZD-work froa. which wiLl come again that feeling of 

national sol1d&r1ty which ie the etrength and the glory of the 

American people . 
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O,rM\1..-lpw'cballllofpoworlltbloolltro•'*'lch-e 
ell ....,. pr<>o,.rur. '!'be nuQ now ot ...,.e "'.,.... ouu ..... ot ...,n
enhnMutoJ.lttho prOCI=tootOW" I-ttq"""' otOIU't&,...ro .............. --.~.. 



Q.lr ~&J'-t'1,:1tt..d l.">cto .. ~rial ~" ,_ ....eC~.!I>iw that • Ye'r"J 
111t.twM .. N ,......., or co'l"'!""t.. Ofol'!'itlp ••t be pdd .... t 1tl -.ps, 
or U.. ~11 r.- 11h!ch t~ ltlck>atri• ..- wSU , _, ~ 
b-rbl!.d. CUr fuwon recopd.la that U>dr l&rcMt .,..t..en 
""' tM wcl1cen tor wages, ""'- Uv.t tam w.rli:ot.a oamo~ be uJ:It&i..'lOd 
uo~ tJ\ro\ldl wide-Gproad p.u~M•~ ~· 

!tlh 11ncapl.~t pr<>bl,. 11, t.llerofor., - in Wdch evl:!l7 
1nd1Y1(Nal C\d nwy eccno:.Uc lf'O\IPhp adiroe~in~t. It U 
• pn.bl_,.,._.d.i.ll<:llliiJionZil~tbe.-od !Tcatt.. ~of 
pi'OJIII!'.ico to tho fiold or lo&tc, •~ ohall !'1nll. \he ..,llltion ol'll)' 
--. .. hafttha' !'aet.a, a>ICIMrlnc't.he tac~, aoccrptOIII'""tu&l. 
,_pono1bU1Ueo'l, 

lblidlol"«<tr1.el":.towr'l:U-ottt_.lll.,..,t.&lpr1'1'1le£eS 
or a h'H pl'<lpl.c:. Canu.-d t:a:l.llll'O to aciiJfte \hilt ri,tht .11111 
pr1.'0'Uocolb:r~'llbo-..,~to-:~rtr.anot.....S.'WOI"'I:llad-.allr~· 

to oar clrllhat.ion B to.,..... MCIII"itJ, tnllc*'ed, u 01:1:' eat.U!n 1s, 
.SUI atunc!lll.t pt::rriul ~, and 1Mp!.rm u it aMald be 
.SUI tlle hi~'>~- to -a ~a~ -' opp>rt=!.tiM 
a-n.o.blotorU:oenJ~totlll,• ••I'P'Oicb.tt.pi"'bl•or 
~~t. with u.o ......t ~of t1r4in~ a N~t ... .._. tbell 
.. haw ~.-. 

ftlol w..r>l(l)'l>el!"t. C«<all'll, u • n,.1bla fl.nt •""P to a 
-tnlc:tho~~tpro£ZW>ou,c:llttoboai\ICCOUt\>lb1t 
or r.at1oMJ. te~~:>-oworfc 1'rol:l wtlich mu - apitl u .. t fo.lin;r or 
naUonal100ll.d.o.rit7 wtlkh b ~·~and tile tloi'T of t..'>ll 
Nooricanpeoplo, 



,.1 
.\ 

' \· 
,, 

,' 
~ple, 1D a nation ot .uch -.ealth Md Mtural opportun.1t7, h a 

(\ puadox t he.t challer~~•• our iJl&enuitJ. Unesplo;p.ent hone or the 

~ 
with ua , 1n a ... surto , eillce the bet:inn!rle of our l.Ddu.etrlal era . 

I t bae Mde neceu.,.,. t.M expenditure or bUllOil.ll or 4ollare tor 
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•._ a na tion we adopted t.he polic7 t.h&t. Do unuplo)"*t aan or 

, ,-r-
wo.n can be ptr-.l.t.t.d to ~ for lack or aid. That h at.Ul 

effort and pl.MninJ which will b ad to t.tw absorption ot t.hia 

! aet.s which n cSo not. DOW poa""· 
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For ...-erll ,..arl •al')'iJ:Ic e1U..Cte1 or the exteat ot 

tactu.l. dat.A on which t.o b1.11 a COIIpl'eMnah e r-.plo)'MIIt. prosraa . 

Th11 ia to be I wholly ~hmt.&ry CIDIIUI . r.e &re &Oinc to bold 
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()!.17 1.11 a nat.t.on whose peoph are alert to t.h.tr o~~n eel!-

~eh a wolunt.&ey plan IIUccMd. t .. conl'1.deat. t.h1s lrft.t. ._rieeD 

undert.ak1n&: will succeed. E.,.ry ettort 11 betn& pu.t tort.h to aake 

all ot our pe,ople unchrBtand and. apprec.ht a tu.llJ ita 1~tlcN1ce 

preT\oua etrorta u.ed at nat.1onal ilapn>v-t 1and throu&b .tll.ch 

~~- 'A 
our people he.va ~.rtrdid their capacity tor .. lt-

aovem.ent . 

OD nu:t 1\tnday, Nove.becr 16, the Poat Ottl ce Deput..at, t.hroui;h 

deliver to '"''17 abode 1n the United St a tes en• UnODtpl.01Jilfmt Report 

Card cont.a1.ntng 14 aillple queeUona. 
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fbi a.port Card which the poat.n will l M'nl a t )'OW' cloor c.~ 

l'h1a card eont.aiDa a Mna;e t.o :you rro. M carr71n&: t.be uuu.rance t hat. 

I ~ /, 
l! 701.1 rl.ll gl?e .. all the facts,~ for t he 

benefit of-.M. who need and Q.Dt, work Md do not now hll•• it. This 

.~ 
••a~~qe calla upon t.he u.ne~~~ployed And everyone ~in this land t.o 
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u. ' 
pt:r~ to ~~ that t.h11 Hpor t. card 11 not an •P!llle•tion tor 

r elhf, nor r e&:iatr e.t.lon for a job. Th11 11 pure l J and al.-ply a fMt-

... kine C«1.us . When :rou ncei•• th11 card JOU wUl note tbat the l4 

sr-
ot it• unemploYJI(mt. condit.!.oo a than it haa her etofore had . It our 

L 

W'II Mplo)"!Mmt and puti&l unn.ploy.ent, but ,. wUl know t.l\e seogr a phical 

\ 
to 11bllorb these idle workera. 



( 

uo ••oklni work, 1hould till out t.blltM card•. 1l.l othorl 'a'/ 

dJ.IrOJard ULea?+Bu.t I appeal to all or JOU wbo e.ro ....,_e~loyed T 
Jr .J'' ..C 

to onliat as good noiabbors to eM unuplo,..,S ~· in )"'W' 

;. 

~itloa who •7 nMd belp in fillinl out tbeir cardl properly 
A 

to HCOp!H tho u.portsnce ot tbi• naUonal ottort. to bllp t.boll. 
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IJ«•t 

I 
I think t.hia neJ.ihbody cooporatlon will " ...........,. MJ.ptul 

1.D dilpflll.iDc t'roll tho alnda ot the ~~ all te.r that t.be 

other than halpfulnan . I r epeat the U l\lrance to the un .. plo)"*l 

that the intonutlon ... bleb :rou J h • on theaa r eport e.rd.a wi.ll 1.D 

no ...... be uHd qa.iJI.at 7QU, Wt M tar 11 llaa within rq JIO"r 

'ril..l be •plo~ tor JOUr om 1oott and tor the weltt.H or tbe Mtion. 

able to work ahall ha't'a an opport.unlt~ utlllM hh •Nl -'14 h.t.l 

ability 1n prodllctl effort, t.hat all ot u a can toJOY the tbrW 

genuina de-oo:racy ot opportW'Il • Nothini: laaa t he..n tM 

aeeo.plla~ or tbia end should atJ.af'y ua. 



to t he tuk ot t'1Ddi.lli the eolution to the perple.z:inc probl ... 

L ot labor, ot ap-iel.llture, PM of IO"ern.ent . 

I ,.. confident that this naUon ot our• baa the 11niu1 to 

reorder ite •tfaire, Md poaauoee t he ptQ'ai ea.l r eaourc11 t.o aaQ 

to work and euD. Tbere 1a nelt.ber l ocic nor nee.u1t7 for on.-

/, I •< 
third or our population t.da(,.. bee or t.bt needs or IIOdem lite 

than .aU tor coat'ort.able 11v1na. 
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-.ork.:rl 11 eseent1t.l it t.b. product• or our indust.r7 aD4 or our 

(/). 

" .·/ 
that ~ cu1t.o.r• are the worker• for wages, and tbo.t tar. 

# 
power . thi• w:~e.pl.o)'MIDt probl• 11, t.her1!ore, one in •bicb l 't'll"7 

indJ:'I'icluAl end e...-ery econoaic sroup hu a direct 1ntere1t . It 11 

preJudice to the field ot l ogic. h •ball tllld tbe .olutl oa ODl.7 

•ben we bave the t act 1, and barill«: tbe facta , accept our ~t11al. 

relpon1Jib111t1ee. 



to our civWsatioa aad to our security. Endowed, u our natJ.oa 

rlth the bicb pw-poM to llllke tboM r eaow-ces aad opportunlti .. 

available tor the enjo1JIIent of ...u.. we apProach thll probln or 

~H,.,(,,;,'o.- ,t/; ~_,¥-\ 

re-uplo)'lMI't wit h tbe ~"'ti.ocl or f'1.ndi.n&: ._..,..."'" t 1 U e . 

I 
The DnMJ)lo,--.t Canaua, as a .. aaible firs t s tAip to a 

• ( II• o/' ( 
corustructi•e ~o~t proeru ~ P""'* a·•-••CJ1ac hit or 

national ten-work troa. which wUl coM aa;aiD that ru u.na or national 

fJ,, J, I "',II, 

solld&Tit1 which ia the atrenatb and
11 

a lol'1 or - people . 



G,, .~ '~'\· 
' "' ·~ , , n. 

~··.)._ ~ ""· 



A hi cbl,y ~port.ant t .. k •ilicl1 c:onfront.a our nati on today 

o•n, are unable to find 1:0rK f or which t.be:f e r e ~JU1t~c3 . 

~lo• the border line of I'IOCes~ itv . Our eC:ODo::1iC "t'll•beiDft CllllS 

!or t.'le st.l:ul\:.8 that u.cn, pe. i ::l in exch&ni• for productive lebo:-, 

To put dl •UUr.g 110rker1 to •ou calls for lone·ter::~ 

tml 
?1011:\nhf'. l.o'lfi- teM j)lan.nip.g ealle ro::o facta . 

~ 

h $h11.1l lear n the fac:te or uneaploy~Dent if all our ?f~io~le --

l}_ l!fft t --· 



..,)...J ..,J 

~·~ ::':2"~"i~"iffqu"U"~-
Itt nov,..,ber t•tmtiet.'t . 

The r.e:t and 'KQ'MO ano aN unv!)l.OJe:! ...r:t ~ lrobi.r.a . 

e:'IO<l(": ;.rt_l 1·-;>ort.l:nt uo~h t.Q cull for the u~11t or r.Gtlc,•:l eoo,.re.tlon --

fro., labor; f'N111 1:\Justey; fro, auteulture, ~J {OVtnw.tnt . 'l'l'loae aho 

rdfhbora to t..ie :lat.f ':lr regleterlna tn thlo ee:teus. 

,. ~~ need bel. . It to all l.n tl".e ~,J1'"il of t:el f'..~1r.e~. - t.: • ., cyirit 

(e1'11) 



.,......,. , , lt37. 

uen41! • mt ragum 

i.b.1CIIl)' ia,..rl&nt t.&lk lll!el• oonl"ro"'UOIOriiOltiOft 
~ h tlMIIII l obi tor O'lll1n& worker• 'ltlo, t..'lrou.ch 110 f&lllt or 
Ulf1r oiOTI 1 1n-b.l oo t<>t1Ms>Ork fo r lltl1chtiiWII"IW1t..S . 

'nl• P'"<'hl• h botb eoct-.1 M d --.~.~. Our ,..,tal 
.. ll.bfi'IC""'l"ir'H\he....,...tof tMri'1"Mtht•lnol•of U.O••bdoot 
U.. t.rd .. lint ot ....,,..11¥· O>r -.I.e ••11-bii"C e&UI tor the 

:!~":.,~~ -r'~i<l l.a ucblt.np for po'"Oibct h• l&IIC.r, rlll 1M 

To...,~•ll•11J..UIC•:or4N \1 oor'l etlla tor l'"'f:· 
w .. pl.l.rlai"C. Lao,r-1.1 .. ,U•l<IC ~d~ tor r.et.a. 

I• -11 1M .. U... fKI.I of ...,..U.,-t 1t Ill 
OW' pM,>ll - ...,t.,...s .., nU •• _)l..,...S - -•,.t• h Ill• 
v..,lQ) -t c-- 1.0 b. i.aaiiCUU\Od on l\ao;l:t..f 0... U.. .... ~ will 
d!&tr!Wu bltnll1 to IYir"J' "'-• 

liJ>?Ml totll-;>lQJ,de.ndi.Otlltpar~ W><Ipl.O)'tcl 

'-lfh-c \llthlf""t.llf/tlll•trlnctm.tOilrt-(1\IIIUontaM•Hlnc 
tb .. I OUdl, dtbOIItpDati&O o bylloY ... bw t w.ll\lltb. 

Th""""'nd:""'""'"""''""'"u'lor~Jms~bl""'. 
,, .. lt b tlJ)tll .. t.ek ton~IIJ)1"'7-.ent. 'n11 t .. k botto~ uth-.t 

01010114t1-.1d laJlllrt.ant ~nou&ll to edl for t..~o II!AOI\ of IIOltlon.l oo-
0}41Nt1on -- fro• hbori fr<>l !ndl:ot:y1 rro.. "ll'lwlt iiN, &nd ,.,.,.._t. 
""""' Do ,,.. •;>lQJ"d "'""llol,> by ealUnc t"~ &ttw~Uon of \ilol r 
..-_,lOI)"M ndellbon to U... t!"~\¥ of ""111tor1nc In thll o.n..., . 

'l!lu -~rr r.J.-...t In thc ~'¥..a b.tlJ) lh<>H 
lllllo-Hl;>. Itile.l.l1ntA.t,>l.rl\otiMilpJ'IIbui --U..:ap1~1t 

.r t1o4 coo~ .. latlbor &l"'lld u ""'-· 



SPDal or TB£ PRISI.DUT 
01 tm:liPLOTKD! CUIIDS 

JOVDBIR U, 1937 

I aa •ppeallrag to t he people of AJHrio• t onight to help 111. 

o&rrJl.n& out a taak that h i mport ant to them and to their 

n h a put , but an u .. nual part, of tbe greater t aak 

of findi ng jobe tor willing wor:t.ere who are idle tbrou,gb no 

fault of their on; of findi ng aore work tor tbo .. wbo are 

i neutfi ciently eaployed -.nd. of eurTeying tbe neede of wor:t.ue 

&.Dd i nduet:ry to aee l f we o-.n find t be bull of a better l ong-

r ange pl an of re-eaplo;raent t han we ba:u now. 

~nforced i dleneae, embracing any oonelderable portion of our 

people, l n a naU on of web • ealth and natural opportuo.H y , l ea 

paradox t hat chall enges ouz i ngenuity. Unemployment h one of the 

bl\ter and galllq: probleaa 1:bat now attl i ch aan- klnd. I\ h-.e been 

with ue, 1n a aeaeure, elnoe the beginning of our lnduetrlal era. 

It baa been aocentuate4 by t be 1ncreaelng complexity of buelneu 

aDd 1Aduetr y, and. lt hae been aade aore a.oute by the depreuion. 



relief e.nd for publicly cre&ted workj 1t b&• del a yed the balancing 

of our D&tlonal. b\ld.aet, aDd 1ncre&le4 the tax burden of all our 

p~ple. In a.4d1Uon to the preble• faced by the national goTeru

••nt O\ll' •tate• and local goTern~~enh ha:n been eorely prened to 

•eet the increued lo&d r811ul.ting froa une.plopent. 

It h a problea of eTe:ry c1T1lhec1 a.&t1on--not our• alone. 

It hal bten 10l.Ted in 1ome oountriu by 1t art1ng huge arauent 

prograa1 but we .... eriOIUll do not want to aolTe it that way. 

Jewertbele••• 11.1 a nation we adopted. the policy that DO 

unemployed •an or wocllll oan be permitted to et&.rYI for la.ct: of ald. 

That h • Ull our pol1c7. Bu.t the lltu&Uon calh for a perunent 

cure and not ju.et a te11porary one. 

Uneaplo )'llent relief h, of cour11 , no t the pemanent cure. 

!be pe:raanent oure u .. ln tlnding 11\&itable jobl ln lndu1try aDd 

agriculture for all wll.llng wort:er1 . It lnwolwes oooperauu 

effort and planni ng wbl oh will l ead t o the a.b•orptlon of tbh 

WlUIId .an-power in prh ate lnduet17. SWib plan.nlng o&ll• for 

!&etl wbloh we do not now poueu. 
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SU.ch planning appllea not only to worlteu but to the eaploye:u 

in l ndt.latry beoMa.ae U ln.ah ee trying W g et; rid of wba.t •• ca.ll 

t he peak a and Tall ey a of eaplo,..ent and uneaployaeot--'C:rylng wl tb 

the belp of lndlla'Uy \o pl&n aealllet proclllc log .are KOOd• one )'II&J' 

than people can or will con~~~.~ae , and cutting produ.ct1oa draaUoally 

the follo.tng year wltb '\be r .. ulung lay-off of hUDdreda of 

tbouaa.nda of worltera. 

Tbat h a long and dlftiouU problea to fiod the an .. e:r to and 

U -., t ake •&AY etforte 1.D. t;b,e oo.l.Dg yeare t o find the right 

anewe:r. But in the aeanU.me, we need acre facta. 

For ... e:ral yeua T&rylng e.t11M.t ea of t he e.z'Cent of 

UDeapl oyaent M •e been aade. V&lu.able ae e011e of theae eau ... tu 

b&Ye been lo pro•ld.lng u a an appro:daat1on of the extent of 

uneaplOJaent , t hey ba:.-e not p ro..-lded u.a wi th 11\lfflclent taottal 

da'h, o n which t o baae a ooc.prebene1Te re-eapl oyaent prograa. 

Durl.ng \bh c011ing week •• are go1Jl8 i o eirh e io pi eucb f aci e . 

l'e a r e go l ng to oonduoi a nailon-•lde ce1uue of t he une•ployed &n4 

ibe parUy uneaployed and •• are K01D8 i o oondu.ci lt l n tbe 

genuinel y deDOon.Uc Aaerlcan way. 
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na h to be a whollr •olunt&ry ceneue. We are cotng to hold 

the mirror up to ournlYee I!I.Dd "tr y to get, not only a true and honee t 

reflection of our pruent unemplo)'llent conditione, but tach which 

will help ue to plan oonetruothelr for the future. 

Onl y in a nation wboae people are aler t to thel.r own eelf-1nterut 

and &lin t o their reepondb111Uee of o1tiz:eneh1p, could tuoh a 

Yol unta.ry pl an eucoaed. I am confident that tbh gru.t Alllerican 

UDdertak1Jl3 will auoceed. Enry ttfort 11 being pu1; forth 'to aate 

all of our people understand and appreciate tully U:e e1gn1f1oa.aoe and 

I am eure you will all give 1 t your helpful aid u you hue 1n prnioUI 

eff ort& aimed a t na:U onal 1mpronment, and through which ou.r people 

be:~e ehown their capa.oU y for .. 1!-goYern..ent. 

On next 'fuuday, Jovember 16, the Poet Office Deputment, t h r ough 

ih f ar- tlung and highly efficient or ganization, will undertake 'to 

delher to nery abOde in the United Stat u an Unemploy11ent Report 

Card cont aining 14 dJiple quuUon•. 

Th• Report Oard whioh t he po•t~&&n will leau &t your door on 

Tu.ee4ay 1e a dou.bl • poat-oard , larger t:ban the ou.•toaary card. n 

1e t4.dreued .. peoi al l J t o tho .. who are unemployed or partly 

un .. plO)'fd, and who are ablf to wort aDd are. •••U~~& wort. 



- 5-

Tbh cud oontUna a. •••aaa:• to you. fro- •• carry1Dg the aeeu:rance 

that 1! you will g1TII •• all t.he f&eh , H will help u e in pliLIUl1Dg 

for t he benefit of tho .. who need and want work &Dd do not now haTe 

H. !bh aeuqe c&lh upon the un•plo:red aDd neryone el .. ill 

t h11 land to help aate th1e oenaue ooaplete, bonut and accurate. 

If all uneaployed and piU'UJ uneaployed. per.one, who are able 

to work and who ue seeki ng wort , will conec1e.nt1ouely fill out 

tbeee cart\e and J:&il thea Juet u they are, wUho\l.t etup or 

en•dope, b7 or before a1c1n1ght Ko•e~~Der 20, ou.r nation will ba:n 

r eal fa.cte upon which to baee a sound re-emplo)'lllent progru. 

U h laportant for nery u.neaployed person to Wldeutand t hat 

tbh report card 111 not an application for relief, nor regittra.Uon 

for a job. Tbh h purely and. e1aply a f&C\-eeekl.ng cenRe. When 

you recehe tbh ca.rd you w1ll no"te that the 14 ov.eeUone are 

d.eaigned to g ive thh nation a wider baeh o! t:nowle4ge o! Ue 

unn~ployaent oond.1Uone than 1t ha.e here\o!ore had. 

It our u.ne.ployed r.nd p&rtlJ unemployed wholehea.r\edly g 1Ye 

t he 1n.!or u U on sought 1n thaee 14 quut1ona , •• will know no\ on.ly 
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\he e.uent of une~~plo)'11ent and partial uneaplor aent, but • • eUl 

know 1;he geographi cal looa.tloD of une~:~ploy11ent by e t du and 

co-.mlUu. l'e will likewhe be able "to t ell wha.t age groupe a.re 

110et .. .,.e rely affec t ed. But eoet l~rtut of all, •• will know t.be 

wor k CU&llt1c aUona of the unecployed; we rill tnow 1n what 1Dd.uetr1u 

'they are euited t o function, IUld. we will be equi pped to dehr alne what 

futlU'e 1nduetr1al trend.a are moat l1kel7 \o e.baorb then i dle wortera. 

I tbint U 1s neceaelll")' t o eapbaeize that on1y tboee l.IDnploJed , 

or parUy unuplo:red , who are able to work , and. who are .. elting wort, 

should fill out tbeae cards. All otbeu aay d isregud t hea . 

But I appeal t o all of rou who ue eaployed t oday to enlht a e 

KOO<l ne l gbbore to \bo .. wbo are uneaployed in your cc.sunltiu and 

who aar need help i n filling wt t heir cude properl y and pr0111pUy. 

'l'bey aay need the etlmW.ua o f you r cooperation, t o reoognhe t;he 

l •portanoe ot thh oaUooal ettort to help th•. 

I t hlnk t bls aeigbbOrl J cooper•Uoa will be • ery helpful lo 

clhpelllng f r o• t he •lnd.e of t he uneaployed all fe&r t;bat the 

information sought ln t bh cenaue h to be ueed for any pupoae other 
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than b.elptulne... I :repu.to "the auurance to the une•ployed. t bd the 

1nfor ... uoa which you ghe on the .. report cazd.a will 1n DO aeoae ~ 

for your own good and for the welfare of the naUon, 

1'hen •• haTe aacerta1ned the full facta of unnrploraent, •• can 

u."tend the Yoluntarr and neighborly cbara.oUr of t hia effort \o t h e 

task of f11ld.1ng t he aoluUon to the perplexing problem. H e 

h&portance Jua\1f1ee a national app:roaoh. f ree f r 011 p:rejw11ce or 

parthanablp &Dd warrants the oooperat1Ya etldea•on of buelneaa. 

ot labor , of agr1cuU:ure, and of goYern~:~ent. 

I aa co.u.f1dant that tbia nation of cure baa the genl ua \ o reorder 

for ewer)'one, young or ol d , t o enjoy Ule opportv.nU:y 'to work and eazn. 

There h naUber logic nor nao .. d t y tor one-thir d of our pop.llaUon 

to have lue of the needa of 110c1arn life tbu aake f or ~a 
lh'1ng. 

Co......_.., 
Our n..&Uoll&l purcbadDg power 1a the aoll troa which ~all 

our proapel'iiJ. The • •eady flow of wases •o 0\U dlUoa• of wol'kers 



h ••••nUal if the produ.oh of our iDcllla\r, and of our fu.era ara 

to ~ OODIN.Jilfld. 

()Qr far- aiabted indu.tri&l l eader. now recogniu that a nry 

aubatanUal. ahue of corporate earning• eu.t be paid out in -.gea, 

or the soil troc 'Which tbeae 1nduatriea grow will soon beco.e 

i •po·rerhhed . OUr far•era recognin that their largaat cuatomera 

ue the workera for wagea, and ;bat tara a&rket a cannot be aaintalned 

ucept through wld~apread puchaslng power. 

!'h i e unn.ploy.ant proble. ia , theref ore, one in which eYery 

1.nd1Tic1u!!.l and. nuy eoonoai o group hu a d i rec t interut. It 1a 

a proble• whoae dhou .. ion wat be reeoYe4. from the field of 

preJudice to the field of logic. we ab&ll fiod the aol u U on oD1.7 

when we baYe tbe facta, and baYing tba fac t a , accept our ...atual 

rupondbi l1 tlea. 

the inherent right to wor k h one of the elemental prhH•s: .. 

of a tree people. Continued. failu.ra "to &chi ne that right and 

prh'ilage by &.nJODe wbo we.nt.s to work and needs work ia e. challenge 

to ou.r oiYlllzatlon and t o our security. Endowed. , lls our n&Uon h , 



-9-

with abw'ld.&Dt pbydo&l r e.aurc••• aM. iAepi red u u abou.ld be 

wUb t he h i gh purpon t o lll&te tho .. retou.roea and opport W\1Un 

&Yallab le for Ule anjoyaent of llll . we approach th1a probl h of 

re-Mploylll:ent wUb t he xeal hope of t1D41na: a bett er u .. e r t han 

•• baYe now. 

Tba Unemploy~~:~ant canaua, a.a a .enaible f 1rat ah p to a 

oooetruc tiva re-ampl o)"llent pro~u OolC;ht to be a auccenful bli 

of national tug-work tum whi ch wHl Co..l8 agai n t!lat teeuoc of 

natioWI.l aoUdatlt.y which 1a tba strength and. \be gl ory of the 

A.mar i c an peopl e . 
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