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IlF'O!aW. ~Rll or THi: PR£SUIDI1' 
Loui••Hh, J:entu~ll7 

J'll178:h,l~. 

(lkt.Jorscl".oltllntrodiiOtoelt."lePr .. lde"'t.) 

lQo, lb,for, Sen• tor B!lrllhy , fru:'d• of L.ou l•vllle : 

T'·'ll U the t1rlt ohanoe I l'lll.ve had \0 eo. to L.oul•vllle 
• tnc• t he grea t flood ot lut 7n.r. 

Flrlt ot e.ll , I want to OOI'Ig:t'4tuli\U 70\l&nddiO the 
clUnl'l• ot othar eo-.u~ltl .. .tlo •utt•rl'!d eo sr-t17 rroc 
that flood. 

I •ant to thank 7011 tor the l'lr. courap and the ttne 
1p1r1t wlthllhlCh 101.1 •t tl'let diNtter. 

Your llftJ'cr told s.e 1 r.,., •tn..,te• ~that "e17 eloud. 
Jeee~~~ to have Ut tUvtr llnlf18. Ve17 eertAtnlJ, In the 
oa" ot Lol.ll..,l\le, t h-. tlo0<1 r outabllnt.ed hYMn rwtur e and 
~~ade you ell bettcrr- 1'10i;~bor1 to toMh othtr- . 

HotonlytnU\e crl•l•orni':J'e&t tloC)dbll.te.l•olnthe 
long procen or r-ebu11<.11n r , youht~ve ue~lltlod t.he lplr-lt or 
.. lt- holp and cooper11.ttlin ':l<e~w<:en clt tun• o.nd •lth t21e 
acenctu or eover-rDCnt . 

I -nt to tellJOU In • Yer-tl'n "'''rdl or another p1n 

~=.~s!.d~~:=· Ul!~".!r!~todl~~:~l~::i!:
1~!'·~ 

().)'rert'tall!tltconoem~•Hhdl&eltere, a..~Mehmeottheoo 
worlr.ed. har<1 tn IU own llne or wort~ . !kit, there.,., no eo
ol"d.t ratlonbot•"l'll:htc. 

11\at flood la•t yenr on the Ohio 11nd d'le IUieUi lppl ga1'1 
me &n opport unttl to te~t oot t~e ne• •ehtnery thad cres.ted 
to •et natlonel dleuture . !.alit year, ,.J.tll'l tho raln'bcrgan 
tol'allon t.l':e turthoetcreokl , tntho uwerretchuor t he 
upper t rlbutarlll of t.'·:o Ohio, all of the red•ral e.genelee , 

:O~!~"f:l:;r!~:,e~ t:oe~ie~:·r~~: ~l~t':o~:: ~~.":~ 
down toward. t.he Hll.. 

'ftu"ou·h tl:at l""dorehlp of coordlna.Uon and upee~alll 

t."'roo,a.:f• the hadel"a."'lJ> ot a Ufllt .uaertcan Co unrortunatell 
hu pan.td. en -- At1111Nl CA.·!' Gr-.,eon or th• lle.Uor.al bod 
Croea - -aU cf tile -._"'l''olce ; t"'e r.e~ Croll ltlelf , t~• ~ 
~tneere, th• COI'J)IArOfl CoiCI:'ftndere, the Publlo Kulth Ser
"flc•, the N rqand lla'l)' llltd.lcf'l Corpe, thoU!eboauot the 
Navy and their ort••, rl'ld the "'''orko Pro(ll'O" Ad•lnUtratlon, 
the u. 8 . COnet Gut.rd ~- dl •orlt~ under o. uni ted llederehlp 
and l:hrew nll or the I'UtOII!'OII ot the Ftdel"'\1 Govornr:~ent to 
the aulltanoe o·ur. and the ejl].va.JII'I of prope rty. 

Al eo •• a ret\llt or thllt flood, we , ln Ya.tllnKton, hs.Ye 
•orlr.edoutadet1nltenatlo~poUoy. f'r:•OhlolaUn•r.d 
ot.her ,,...., rl"flr btlltui ll.lbJoct to tloode ot.n lltld ,,... COlliS 
to be _,e aere ror our,...rl oa.., e:vlltu.tlon. 

O:cour .... arenot :oltl· top.'\( tor ltall • .,,, ... 
prooeedlll6 on the detlnlte pol1c7 ~.at tYery e0111111n1t7 " Ill 
ahd.ly do u auoh or 1u lhllre or th' worlr. ot t lood p1"eve11~ 
ttonut.heca.~unltyoeonPf'op•rlJ'atford,andthatO"''erand 

aboveU\OHeontrlbuttoneJourreo:ter,lGonrr~~~«~tl•n••Ulll.ln~ 

~~~~~·~H!tf~t ~-~~~~~:~~~~c; ~~~~ ~f1 t~crn!i!~~~~~ :~ 
~:~0~~!~,;~~1'1~~::· Of B~~~ ~.::x!!~D~n-t:~~S~~~:t 
hundred• of • lll \on I o~ dullf're by pllnn:ns tor the !'uture. 
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Flood preVetriUOI'I p~)'l . it P"':J' IV<.rt'l if tht Federal 
OOu·rn.,.nt hne to oroete 11. t""por«~Y 4e~lolt b7 borrow t r'IG 
IIOneyforrlooclproventlon-orkl<lltthlltl••· 

In one or ourv,r tfltnaUOI'II'l lft't crhed., --~'ore the 
P'ador'&l Go'l'arn.ent attppe4 tn wt~ ple..1n!n« fln4 wlth WOI"k ·
thaavef'll(ittloseofproportrtna--l•cnJearranut.l<;h a a 
twcnt.J'- !' I•a •llllon 4oll.c r e . ,..at wf't Jun propfl'l7 alone 
·- t•ent;y- tlve •1111on dolbrc a t•r •Uhovt coununs u-:e 
tolloftn .... nU•••··t•antt · 'l•Ct .. llltoneotpt'opurt.J' 
da_,;e to orope , to hoooec, to tMWit rtal planu, tohJ1t
w&~ • Mid mllwQe. It ec .. •• to • ., Uoat, aa" n:~ttor o!' prac
ttcal buatneea ":'11~ , a If nll worth ow- w.,:lo to epe....,, 
yee, t wo or three nundred cllllon d.olltrc on a wetfl'ahed. of 
th:~t k t rld it tl'"'aby Md ror 1111 ti.Jie we oan all•tMte an 
annual l ou of t ,.el'l-1•fho •Ullol'l ~Olllll't. 

On anothetr wa~erohotl , tho KU!l<>ll'l"l , tl.e ttr,uroe relll.tlllfi 
to thedn truottonof b\11ldll'(l:IIJ'Idl-l~.•eyelll\4Jnduetr!.al 
plnnteare not •• I!''I"N.t ln an'lwl lou :u \h., are tn other 
placaa but, ln tho otu « the WU.JcHrl l'lt•or tnO I te t rtbu
tartea, • caretl•l ohecll:up trW~' ttt.t thoutan.Se aM thouaand.e 
ot acree of rteh bono. land f!rebeln;::oarrled. ovary year 
4o.J to the Gjlt c.f lleliiOO. r.»ae l"'fldt 11.ra worth •Ul tone 
ofdollare e·,.r. etthqara to4nJ', Thl'lllor ~~~.worth to 
tho genoratton;. to""-· 'r.:tnk of wt.at ~ey ere -rth, In 
ur=-ofOoll""'• f.:.r t..llopro4uctlonot foodeturtefor tutura 
senoro.t lOnt. 

He"~Aln , l thtrlk H l aa alftlt;)' t;CIOd b.Ji lnon propo
lltlon to spinel IlOilO)' no• to aa,vev«U·tll!!!llr. fl•tura)'e""• · 

Flood prlvcl'lt\On u ,. r~atloml preble., , tt.e pooplo of 
the Ohio VCllloy undor1Ulnl'l t.'ll n rnd, l 111 eura , •wrove our 
lntonUo:u -- ur~4.r 1 well ooordl!lllt~ pl11.n - - to.ako the 
Ohlo a .. 1n tlood pi"'Of; flood prood' fo~ O)Ur a.'l.lldron and tor 
thllr c.'IU<tren , 

In th11 <JOrk o~ plarvt1n3 a.'lCl cool'd i~Un,tt work on a "'"'t 
aee.le, I .ant to eoltno.ledt't: ~· •plt!':dld e"tetance l !Move 
recelve<l troa tbe Stnlcr Str.a;cw- tr01111 kantuo~ . 'r.ll • U • 
national prbbl••· 9 e r~eed J.<t"OJPlo of naUon..t apertonce 
lth • :\ll.tlO!'IIl po1nt of vJew to Mrl")' It out. 

I wUh I ooul" etn¥ hi.-. l01'18ar en4 eae tUl of the wor k 
tht.tyouhcvedone . 11\A.vobecn tro-cnclollll11ntereGt ed 11'1 
lt. FrQ.I MnJIIOurouA, no t t.oo.•Uvllle aourcn tlone but' 
people who hav e vtcltocl bore frq• '"'01")' jlllrt o~ the Union, I 
nave bean given raP')rtl of the aplenc!t4 work of r ehab1l lt.e
tlon 70'.1 have el'r rlod out . &oliO dtl,)' I hope to be able to coM 
bact here IU'IIl ato.y a little longer. 

i'hera Ia onl7 one o1tnn~ .. I h~vo over you rood people : 
I aa OIIG to pt blfSar flS-'1. In thl I':!.Citlo U011n 7'0U can 
get 1n UIO OhiO , 

..... 



tNt tn 1:t11 10111 pr<~G"' of r t buUdlrc, J'OU ~w,.,, ... ••-



Pro«N" .t.Ulnlttr.Uon, •• • •re ablt to tN-ow all 12:1• ,..,.. 

.o ..... o .. ot the Ftdt..U OoYtm.tnt t.o thl ntlttanot or l1tt 

I I and prop.rtJ • 

pollc,'. 'ftM ot\lo lliuln and othar grut rl•tr bulnt IIUbJeot 

to tlood o&n, •• aNI ootlt14tnt "- udt tAft tw our ..._loan 

o1•ll1.r.at1on. We aNI proo .. &ng on tht 4et1n1h poUor ot 

.... ponelblll~ . 

hat \o cNa\t • h~ti'J' 4tt1o1t bJ' bol'r'COI!ltll ~"7 tcrr 

, ..... 4 HtponelbUltJ , the annw. l •••T-at!• ntt lo .. "" 



126,000, 000 • 1••r ln th• pi1111oa1 d. .. truonon at propl!'t)' •• 

Or'OS)I, I'IOHI, ln4UttrW pll.lltl , nlh.,.l 11'14 htpql, AI t. 

.u.,. or pratUot.l bu• ln .. • .. n .. u ll • Ill ..orctr.t~Ua co 

'J)«<4 t..o or Ulr•• hllni!..N4 111111on d.ollarl U tbtrtb7, tor 

all u .. , J"ou o-.n .u .. wtt an annual ,.., 1o11 or t2&,ooo,ooo. 

And. that 0011 not oount 1:t11 annual loll or l1n1 or h-an 

bll"SI• TbiiiYlnfot t:blelonotl1.ttlllliOthtr1'11101'1 

.to' lt ,.,. co bo1'Tow .01'11')' co """ lt. 

on MOth11' C"at •hrfhld. or the *Uon tbt tl.pre1 

rtlat1~ co tbl dlltMIOUon or bull41111JI 1114 hl&tl•a)'l •• 

not 11 e:rut, but ln tt~ .. t Gill • carotul ohtok--up ~14 

thl.t thouMndl '""' thouMndl or aor11 or rldl botC011 lAndt 

,..,., M1111 oarrlld. co thl , .. "'1"1 )'Mr. !t\111 landl ••r• 
"'"tb •.Ull.on1 or aollar• •• at CO\\q, but t!M)' • .,.. • ortb 

•111 -· 111111on1 Ot dollar1 (Of' the p rObOtlOI'I at f ood lblffl 

tor tuturl e:enlratlont. Htrl apln lt hal blln 1 pod bu1111111 

propoi\U on co epflldalotot •I'IOJ' nOOtln Ordtr co ~a••• 

t11.j£:1 ann-.1 lou, 

In ~1 or,, .. , oaH1 thl tt1WNit•• pa)' on Ulh 

•niJ an4 thl .-u~.anon or the d1bt lll'l tar lo•no U.n 

.,..,, up to U'o\1 t1111, l\la1 b .. n Ule net 11'1:'1\lll lO•I· 
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J:IJ1'G.:?.l6U. 1%Ml1.U V7 1H~ i'ilUID£ft 

Lou1..,111a, tento'"::kJ, July 8 1938. 

~ , ... ,. .... ~ .. ~ 
Jtr .. ~&P, lkMktr Btu•klar, fr1en4a of LoulnUle: 

T- h h the !'h••t eh~tM• ~ I tw·e Md to ooae to Louhvllle 

alAe« tt-... Vt"8C. r1«<d of lAst 'Ju:,J,rtr•t of all
1 

I •ant to con

poat.tll&~ 7 00 aM al110 U'..e eU.lu'na of other co-..nlt1 .. wtlo 

iltl!'f~ 1MJ Q"UtlJ froa ~t fiood..:!ii: want to thAnk JOU far 

:n. ::.r:a cot~~ ~ the nne aplrlt wlth .tl.leh JOU .et that 

.,........ ~/i 

!'OCIJ" .. ,w ~ c.e a r" •tnutu ago tlv1t .. ..-err 

e'lou4 .. ._ u U•• u .a s:..ln·J" llnlnlll:•.,........ V..,.., cerU.lnlJJ 

1tl :t.. cu• o: Lotfla•U~a :ha ! l.oc..d r .. at.lblhh~ hu.an n.t.ura 
/ 

ar.d .a too 1111 kt~ n.lgt~u t.o each ~';.:.:f-

lot ~~ lr. t1'~e _, " rhh of ~fiood but also ln 

the l.c;.r.c prt.eaH of rebuUd 1nt;, you hue e:xe~~p11fh~plr1t 

6 ( utf-~ ~ OOOJA1"at1on b.Waen e lthana .n4 the 

,.-.apt~Cl.U tJ'! ~··~..,..t~ 



- 2-

'11 1 want to tell you ln a • e ry few words or another 

gain from t hnt dleaater, When I went to Washington, nearly a lx 

:::::::,::: ::;;.:::··::.:.::•,: .... :., ~:·::::.an 
to r an on the f urt,!!!!:eat oreeks ,/'the upper reaehee of the 

upper trlbute.rlu of the Oh~ · 

_ · , all~ ~~-~~ral ~ JL+: 
10 Q~k;;t_•l~;0S;pte agenclu , were able to-;;~~1r~ 

I' as lt •orked l ta ey down ,towards the t ea. 

Through that leadership or ooord.1nat1on and upeolally through 

the lcaderehlp of a~ Amerlcan# who untor:,~~ hae pas sed on -

Ad111lral Cary Grayeon~or the Nat1ontU. Red Croaj\ all or the agenc1u; 

t he Red Crou 1 tslef , tho Army Eng ineer•, the Corps Area CODIIM.R-

der a, the Public Health service , the Army nnd Navy Uedlcal Corps, 

the lU'e boa t. of the NaYJ and their crews , and t he 1rorka 



-plu.~.({~~._.J---
Progr..,eu Adllllnlatratlon, all ~ workHx under ~ted le&der ahlp 

~~ ~ A 
.,Jill. thrh all of the r eaouroea of the Federal Gov ernment to the 

/' asalatanca of llfe and the sahegln., or property .P~lao , 
ae a result~ of that flood, we

1
tn wash lngto~•• worked 

out a deflnlte n"tlonal policy. The Ohlo Ba.aln and other great 

r lver baalna aubJect to flooda can t and • are ~ng 
to be alde aafe tor our American clvlllt.atlon. 

Or oourae we a-e not gotn;· t <-e>aY tor t t all . 'Te are ~ 

~~proceeding .n the dat1n1te polloy tt>.a:. 

every co11111unl ty wlll glai) J do ae much or 1 tl share of the ... ort.: or 

f l ood prevention &. s the oommunl tY canproperly afford, and t hat ovor 

and abo•& those oont rlbutlona your Fe4eral Gover11111ent. 1 fl&sum1ng 

reaponslblllty. '!hat ls another ~proof of the neceultY of 

plann1ng ,e. (J: lot or people laugh about all the planning .-t we 

a r e dolng ln Washington. But ln the long run, taklng Jus t flood 

prevent! on as one or the lllfl.nY example a, 1:----- we wlll 

eave hundred& of lll1ll1ona or doblars by planning for the future. 

rlood prevention PIIY• • j.t pa;,a non i f tneFederalGovernaent 

has to create a teo .... orary deflolt b7 borrowing 100ne7 tor flood 

preventlon works at thlB t l iDB. --In one of our great national water.tleda before 

the Federal Qoverncent stepped 1n wl th plann~and wl th work f --



. I LH ({ .C.~.,...J---
1if...t .• ~ ~ 

Pror:r-~•• .A.dm1n1atrat1on, all ~ work~l under united lee.dersh1p 

Gl.voK I' A 
~ thr.b &11 or the reaources or the Federal Go•ern~:~.ent to the 

/' ual atance of llte and the aalug1n.r of propertJ .p~lao, 
• • a reeult~ ot that flood, we

1
1n Washlngto~ve worked 

out a det1n1te n,.t1on!l.l pol1cy . The Oh10 Bna 1n and other great 

river basins aubjeot to nooda can t and • are ~ng 
to be cade safe tor our American o1v1liz:s.tlon. 

Or courae we a e not {,'010(! t w ·aY tor 1 t all . 'fe &re ..-..,;-

nary coaunlty •111 glal):r do aa auoh of ita share of the work of 

flood prevention • • the community oanproperly afford, and that o•cr 

and above thoaa oontr1but1ons your Federal Qovarnrnent 1 888\lllll.ng 

re8ponaib1litJ . '!'hat ia another ~proof o! the neceulty of 

plann1ng
8
e ~ lot of people laugh about all the plannlng --. we 

are doing 1n 11'a-.h1ngton . But 1n the long run, taking Ju8t f lood 

prevent ton aa one of the many examples, L""' .,.,_,_,,__ we w1ll 

8a't'e hundrede or m1ll1on8 of dobl ar8 by planning tor the future . 

Flood prevention p,.,ya . J. t pa.y 8 avon 1f theFederal Qovernment 

h.f,a to creat e a tea ... orary def1ctt by borrowing !DOney tor flood 

prevention work• at th1• ume. 

In one or our &rc•t na.t1onal ••terahe48 before 

the Federal Ooverrunent 8tepped 1n •1th plann~and w1th work t --



-·-
the average lou of proper ty 1n a c tnn year ran a a hl~ aa 

twenty- f1Ye • 1lllon dollar a . 'fhet waa Just property alone 

-- t.·enty- fh'e a:1lllon doll ars a year without co\lntlng the ---toll or human live/' twenty- tlve mllllono ot property dama.~ 

to cropa, t o homea, t o lnduatrlal plan&a, to hl ~hwaya s.nd 

ra.llwaya . It aeaca to me that) aa a u tter of practical 

bualneaa aena; lt 1a well worth Ota' whUe to spend, yea, 

t wo or thr ee =:t mllllon dollara on a watera!.od of that 

lt lnd l f the r eby/"-ror all tl~ we can eliminate an an rual 

lou o r twenty- tho mUllen dollara ~. • 

On another water ohed, the auaaourl, t he t1gure1 

rel ating to t he d • at ruotlon of bulldlnga and h1ghwaJ8 and 

1nduatr1al plan ta are not as great ln annual loaa aa they 

are ln other places but, ~n the caae ot the IO.aaourl AlTer 

and lta trlbutarlaa, a careful checkup ahowa that 

thoust~nda and thoueands or aores ot rloh bottom land are 

belng or rrled .........,. every yenr down t o the Gult or 

Mexleo. 'l'hoae lands are wor t h mllllons or dollaraf even as 

t hey are tod&y1,-. ~nk of thelr worth t o the generations 

to ooc:e. 'l'hlnk of wh$t they are worth/ 1n ter~~a or dollare .l 

for the produot'on or foods tuffs for future generations . 

Here again , I t hlnk 1t 1e a mighty good bualneee propoe1~ 



-·-
t \0:'1 to spend aonefnow -. to eave vast au•• ln ~ 

tuty,:~~~~ 
a natlona.l problem- -.d the people or the 

/ ' 
Ohlo Valle:_ u=:ll•atand thle an~I u aur~p~·u ou.r 

lntent. lo:t;under a well coordinated planA to aake the 

Ohlo Bal flood proo~• fiJ !lood proor ror our ol · 114ren 

and tor their children. _ _ ~ 

In th18 work of planning and coordlnattng ~ 
~on a Tut acal;.,Dltat axes IIi cl&l rJ"' 4 

I wa~n:f'ledge t i"le apl~nd1d a .. latance ~ I 

have ..,...from t he Senior Sen~jPr rrom Ken'tuok;y . ~ 

-,;:;.. 11 a nat lo.,afroblem,.~ need people of nat ional 

experience ..,.l th a national point ot view to ca r7 lt out , 

I wish I c ould at&y here lonser and aee all or the 

work that you have done. I have been t !'emendoualy 

::::::::: :.~:.~:.:: ::::::,::: 
here ~every part or the Un.!.on, I have been g iven 

~or the splend id work or r ehab111tatlon .-t you 

haved!!:'Je~t. Some dB.y I hope tobe able to come back 

here ~7a little longer .-----==:::&:i;;;;;;;;;:-
tw:. ·>1 ra4 I§ !i! MH - - j 

There l a onlr one t h ing that I really have an advan-

tage over you good peopl e : I am goln~ to get b l gger 



_,_ yel(-

tloh 1n the Pao1t1c than'l:j:.1nQ:: 0>1o. 

It ha• been t1ne to eee y .u ,~ ' 1 h . e • 

ser· 1 s ,.;-Thanks . 
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