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UNlvtJ\BITY OF CJOORGIA 

IL 1t. w1 th particular pride in and. lncreaned devotion to 

thh State, t hat I beco ... e tod. )' an a.lWinua o! tile Un1verll1ty 

of Geore;la. Dur1Jl4i lao8.DY yea.ra I have h&d lmportl'l.l\t contacts 

wu.n your Tn:.steea anu Faculty Mil I can t nerefore appreCliate 

the excellent aervlce which you a.re r enderillt, to tne Cll.Uoe of 

education not only in Geor g ia l:ut it• the Nation. 

Many yeara ha•e gone by tin<:e I t1r6t came 'to lfar111 Spr1116B 

and got to know a.nd to love the State and ita people, I wonder 

1t you, w.,o live here 8.11 tne tiu.e, ca.r. r ealize aa well aa I, 

who have oee:n co1111nt; here once or twice a year, the ~ing 

p1og:reaa tt.at. h&a bee •• mAde here in a. abort decade &J".4 a nalf -

and ea:•eclaJ.ly in the past five years. If you ae~ a peuon 

mornin~:o , noon aud n1 nt you ao uot 11ote the changes of ~rowth 

or health of t~>&t friend a.a rea...ily aa 11' you aee h1a only at 

1nterva.la; anu that 1a wny I teel tnat; I C8Jl speak with 

per spective. 



_._ 

In tz:; earlier yea.r• here I 1aw a. SOUth in the larger ae~o1e 

forgot t en in the midet of an unhealthy na.tlonnl apecule.tion -- a boom 

era wn1ch tb~t in ter 1111 of paper proti \8 iustead of m.aaau l1vee. 

J.nd for those daya wna.t haa tt..e South ~ ahow todayT A few great 

tortunee per u pa, but 1:10et of the prof11.a went north. 

Tnen came tile tragic yes.ra of the depreea1on . Cl osed b&nka 

in al110e t every coiiiiiUuity, rulnoue crop pr1cee, iole mUla, no 110ney 

tor ecnoole or roads - - a picture ot despair . 

Yet , tnrou .h all those year a, tue South waa build lot~: a new school 

of t1.0~ht - - a l)rOU!J principally rtlorulted ! r o111 younger men e.nd women 

wbo understood that tl-.e econotly ot the South was vitally and inexorably 

linked w1to tt.at ot the Uation, and that tt.e national L'Ood. waa 

dependent e(!u.e.lly on tue i-prove111ent of tne welfUfl ot the South. 

Tney bfl~an llBkinK sea.rcn11\!,. quest1ona:- WilY ia our pay -- in ot her 

worda our earning ca· ac1ty -- so low; why a r e our roads 110 bad; 

wny 1B our la.n1ta.tion and medica.l ctue .a nebleoted; why a r e our 

t e&cher a ao in.ad.equatel y p~ 1d ; wny &re our l ocal aehool buildings 

and equir ment ao ant1ouated1' 



_,_ 

I do not 11iuce worde becau .. , tiret of &11 , I have a right - -

a na.tion-wiue r i r.;ht, a Stat e ri~nt and wltnal a ayurpa1:het1o and 

under et&ru11ot. r ight t o apeak t lillll and., eecond.l y , becnuae you as 

well a.a I t:now the• to be true . 

It may not be politic rut it h good. .h .eric an 1dealhm to 

r ecognize, to a tat e bo l d ly, t hat in 1932 the conditione of hUIIIan 

life i n Geor61a 8Jld in o ther eta.tee of the l ower South were ae a 

whole at t te botto11: of tne ru- tional acale. At tne aar.e ti•e let 

us r ejoice and take pride in tl1e undoubted fact tA&t i n t rteee paet 

eix yeara t he South hna mac.e grea.ter economic a.ud social progress 

up t.h e scale tt.an at any other period in her lent; hhtory , I t 1e 

•Y objec~ive anc1 youre to .tllll.intain 'tL&t lf.arCtl ar.a. to accelerate ite 

pace . 

On t he aide of educa.Uon a l ong exper1 euce teacnee ua that t he 

i~~prove-ent o~ educational fac1lh lu 1e inev itably bound u p with 

citizen o! Georgia t hat pubUc school education wu well provided 

tor because t he1·e wa• e law-- or pert.apa it waa iu t he State 

Constitu tion iteelt -- provitiinc; t hat ever y c n Ud. ehould have a 



full eoi1ool year a.n4 t•.a.l. attendance .!."or eaco aot~ool )'f'ar through 

grao.e ecnool qa co•pu.leory. But I aoon oiecoverecl tcl.ool a!ter 

aohool in the rurzt.l 41ttr 1ota - - and -oat of t ... em ue rural d1ttr1cte --

where tl.e echool waa open only four •ontlle or five montna a yee.r --

or r.a.t too ulll&ll tO hold tLll the ClollCU'en -- or coul4n1 t employ 

enough teachera - - or wnere oi11ldren, lfboae parenta wanted thett to 

work, could atay away from echool with complete 11Sl11nity. 

Apparently a law or a clauae in ti'.e Conat1tut1on wa.a not enough. 

What ie law without enforo~nt1 Anpareutly the Divine 11etl1od 

•Let there be lii;.bt - - and there wae Uij)lt• did not work ae a:ere 

~·edictWII. 

'fr.en I began t o analyze : lfae it due to lack of intereetl 

No, it 'flat due to lack of money. Every man and m:unan I talked 

wi th deplored t1.e wretched achool coaoiuon , '1<1Ult8(j better school s , 

oe t ter trained an_ better paid t eacher e , wBJ.:ted 1110re teachers, 

wantea a. full ac:o.ool year . But -- tlie au ewer •aa a.J:waya tne same - -

we cannot get aore money f10.111 ta.xea. 



And Wl\Y not? 'l'he &nswer i a ailllple: The t ,.xaole values were 

not ther e , The t a.x rates • ere not too low out t.,e a.ctual going 

valuea o! property were eo ceagre that when taxea on thoce valuea 

were collecteu t1.e 811111 r eceived. could . .ot. ·ay ~or e.d.eouate teacters 

or equipment , Public ecuca.tion na tnere1·ore de: :en. ent on public 

wealth . Public wealtl.1 v.aa too low to lh.tpport good. achooh. 

T.na1; analyda ot •1ne - e:ade even before I ...-e.a electe ... 

~o~overnor of !lLw York, leo. rrr; aind to co.ny oto.er queatlona: 

Wny were lana. values and there~ ore thllD.Lt> values in Georgia ao low? 

With t hat queahon c&.~e a ::tudy of larul use, of worn out .Lnnd, 

ot c11eaper tert1U%er, of forestation , of erosion, o! crop 

a.iver ai!ication, o! c r op prices, of ..arkeUnt;, o! !rei bt rates . 

And all of theee tn1~a bOr e d.ir ec;; l y on tnc problem of oetter 

ecnools. 

Wny were people gettlf16 such low '6Y tor a day1 a work? Tha.t 

led to a study of purc1.&aine; po7er, o! decent wages, 01 the coat 

ot living, o! taxable income , of sound bAnkint:l' , o! Sllli!Lll merchants. 

And t hese t ninge, too, bor e c irectly on tne problem of oetter achool a. 



I n o t her worda , •ocial conditt.ona - achool• and hoapltal • and 

ol otrt1ng and bOUB111g: and food - - wer e 1nt1:mtel y dependent on 

economi c cond1t1ona - - higher wagee, b4;ner !arm 1noo..;.e and 110re 

pr?t1te !or 81'l&ll bullinees teen , 

so you will. aee tnat :ay t ho.1t:;llta tor t ne south are no new 

tning. Lont.: Ue!ore I had any idea or ro- onter ing public life 

I na pl anning !or better l ite !or the 'j)eople of Georg i a . 

tn the later year a I have bad eoae opportw1i ty to practice what 

I have l ong preached , 

ObviouRl y tne Federal Goverru~ent cannot carry the l oad alo:1e. 

In eo.uc&'t1on, for e:a:eaple, waai'l111t;ton baa greatly aaeiated by 

using tne labor of people W!l.O r eally need ~oelp to bJ.ild achool -

houeea , to give at uden t a id , and to pay many teacher s . And 

Washing t on will help by g1.v1ng some g:ranta i n aid to thoae 

coaau .. 1t1ee w. icr:. need t:.em to..~e moat , But l'as:.1ngton auould not 

and cannot r ightly aubaid1u public eaucauon tb.rCJU.dh t he United 

St&tee . t duca.tlon anould be run by t ne Sta.te a and t heir eub

diviaions. 
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Tuerf'!or e, in the lof'ld r ... n , the beet way !or your national 

governcent to aeeht atat e ami looo.l educational objective• h t o 

t ackl e tbe national aapecu of economic problema - - to alillinate 

d.iacr1a1nat1ona bet.·een one part of t he co..mtry a.nd. another --

to r a 1ae purcu.aainc;; power and tuereby create wcaltn in tnote 

sections where 1 t 18 far too low -- to eave the watte and the 

erosion of our n' t ural resoar cea, to encoutats:e e&cn section to 

becoae financiall y independent , to t&ke the lead in ettabliahtng 

aocial secu rity -- e.nd. a t tne same t1111e to expl:1.in to t1.e people i n every 

part tna-.. con11tant progr essive action i s better tnan fol l owing 

either those wno want to slow up or tnose woo ;>ro:llite tney will hand 

you t he 11100n Oh a 811 ver pl atter a week after tney are elected.. 

At hear t Georgia shows devotion to t.1e principles ot democracy, 

It has occaaiona.l l apses, but it really does not believe eit her i n 

dee&ooguery or feud.al1t.u~ dres sed up in de~cratic clot.uea . 

You of t .t:le Univeraity a.re greatly reaJ)Onaible for the pretent and t he 

future, \'fell are you doing your par t , r r oo today onllard. I share 

proudly and. more fo,~.lly in that part , ~ J/J £_ 
( END) ~_.. ,!/. .. JJ' r.o.,_Q,J.~ 'L--



• .tL:....., 0. r ~IOi::T 

thlherslt, or Georal• 
.o.\hen•, O.orct• 
~Wpe\ U, lfl3f' 

COYDt.Ok kiV7'P.$, CfWt\.."l.u.at ~Tam. fh~IlMn' CUDI'EU A.>;D Yt(l, 

r;, .l.,.i!iN 01 TID'. P...Clll.Tli ...::r. fRJr.~ OJ n;~ V"!:tvl-?.',J'!'Y 01' ~IA: 

t hb oi\<MU, tllll\ I (beecw.o tO<le.y) ttnd .,.,..lt ~~~~ u 

ll\lr.ZIUI of tlle t:11hereUy (of' Geordl) . (;.pT'll•e) tlurl~~;:: !"..&ny 

~2!...!l~_!'!_ll1 your !1-u;:ult.y ~nd with am· of your r redUfltu , 

e.nd I ce.n \bereforo~ llf'rree1ete \be (e:.-oflllent) sohm!ld ""r.tce 

l~ny yM<rl bt.Ye p;one by lllno~ I ttret ew:l8 to 1111'111 Srritijl;e 

"lid tot to know ond to lO"Ve the Stute arad 1\s pliOJ)}e . Tor yeer• be-

he lh'ed wherever he went tl::ere wee one thinp ebout !':!' . hllbody thet 

etood out ~d tbrtt •11e hh }O'I'e tor h~nnr • • >~~d, .o, I..., pr<:IUd 

ecme t111'>1 before hh unfortunate d•th . I ..crnder if you . 111t'.0 lhl 

hllll eCIIa.lq her e OIICI or twice • )'ICU', whether )'OU e• n reallu the 

_.dq: p.rogr-eea t:.at 111 b .. n Dollde (hare) ~~ h1 • ahort 

t.eoade 1Dd 11 he.lt -- llld, 1f I mer be pendU .ed to enoore ttw IIUjll:

r;eiUon of t t:e Go•ernor, eepeeh•llY in the pcllt fi•e y•r•. ~. 



1r~mklln D. :>O .. .,.tt L tbrllr'J 

Tbu h a UM•C'I'lf'\ N40 t-7 the fbl\e 
KQu•e • t eno .. rr,.hrr · -:1 hU •hcrttlan4 
not .. takon g., \he t he ·~ech •M 
•4•· Un4erlt: 11"-f, 1eate• word. 
e1te•po7A."\t101 ~\7 " 11 to th .. Pl"ff"tot»lJ 
prepare<\ rNQUJ4(' ;·test. f":-4• tn 
~rentbe•e• t~re •~-"'" UWll were o.1U ... 
when the ·~ech .-a• to:.l•er .. 4. th'>Uf> 
they appear tn t he pra .. tQil.dJ prepare & 
r eadin&: cory t~J:t. 



•• if 70u ••• hh. 011.17 at lntern.la; •...S t .• u b wtQ> I tul tbe~ 

I c•n ~all: ot eecor .. t• •1t.'l !!:!:!;!_ per•.,.cthe. 

In 111)' 11t.rl1e r ~·r• ber I •• • Sout!t ill the ler per lllniM 

torlt(ltten,~ illthe1!11<!8t. oranunhttlllt!lyllllt10illlliJ'ecllla 

Uon -- a bocn {f"'rlod)!!:!. 'lllblcb tboutht in t enou~ or Mpoer rot1U 

allow t o1ey? ... few v ... t rortun•• per!:.apa, but ll:(lllt or th• rroflt.e 

bcu:U:a to alRoet nary c<:aounlty , rulroo1.11 cro., rrlca'J , i dle a:.llle, 

110 .-one1 tor IChoola or l'OIIda -- a nictur11 or da.,etr, !!!.!!....!...! 

Geors111 of tho.se dt.yc , too. 

Yet , tilrOUPhllt.ll thole ya"r' tha.-out:>tw• bulldirwa new 

ar.d 1nuonbly lillke4 wtt':l that ot the l'!IUon, aDd th11t the naUona.l 

eood W:UI agudlY dependent {equally) on t he 1mpr O'fe"lent ot t he wel-

to.re ot the SOUtb. They , t~ose zowy;11r an ao4 •-n, ~n ••'- l og 

-rohln. queatiOQa : -- :'h7 11 our ,.,. - in other word.•, ~OW" 

Mrn1n,. cu.pe.clty 10 lOW'!" fl1y are our roada 10 bed? "fhJ II our •nt-

lnlld"Q.Utt;<tly paid? rh,. are our local ae~hocl butldttl.-1 1uw1 .qul ...,ent 

110 antiquated? 

I do not ainot wor<:la baceula, fh-lt ot a u, I h•n'l a rtp t --

a nat1on-wl da l'il:ht , a ~t-llh l'l ;ht t.tld wt t blt.l a l)'apllthat lc e.d 11r1dar-
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I ifDOW ~h• to be true. 

the condlUous or h~ZM~n. Ute and b~a~~11 Urtns in Geor;rl11 aDd ln. other 

ate. tea or the lown Soutl\ -r• aa a ..ttola 11.t the bottm or the :w.Uone.l 

i n b~ lo~ h11tory . (i•pJ'IlBuu) It 11 my objactln •n.d youra to 

aoononl c. ooDdlUone . T.era a~, when I rirn came to -.orfl!la, I -• 

told by a Oh:U~hhed c1th.en or (Geor,.-ta) ~that ,..~bue 

tor each achool y"r thro'*b all the r .. ra or p,rt~.dt school !!!~ 

tha hlP .choola -• o~puhory . But 1 ~ dhoonz-.d, ~ 

bu·a kuotn~ ~.at I •ould. dhooTa:red. that ..c:hool artar tchool b the 

rlll'l dli'Lt"lcu or tba:!!!!.!. --and 1101t or (tha.) ~ 

er a r ural d latrloh - -where the school waa Ofl'lll on.lr tour IQOnthe 

t.ha chU4raa that wanted to r:o to it. thet tb• aet:ool (or} eoul4n ' t 

th• to work l nat Md or fi!?l M t o aohool, could atay • ..,.,. rroa ecbool 



wH-b cc-pleta i:c.unl\7. A~~d t.,en I •<1• a discOTerr: ·1'.-rel'l\17 

a law or a oh.uae 111 tbe ConnhuUon ""' not ePIOqh. •t 11 law 

wl\hout entoro..,ent? .. pparant.ly the D1bl1CI!.lllltl"tho4 the 4h1na 

aathod "tAt there be ltgbt -- llll4 there •e Uj;b\'" did not warlo: aa 

ll.lld -.all I talked with deplored the wretched achool ooruU tiona, 

-nted be"ttar achoola, ba"tter trained (nnd), bet t er pa.id teacher•, 

we.nte4 mol'tl t .. chera, "e.!ltad. a full aohool 1"1"• but -- U.e an.ewu 

-• •l-1• the ..... -- •e clb..!lnot , et a:ore IIIDt\11 rr<S ta:r.fta • 

..n4 wt.y not? 'l'M _,,..r ~ 11 a i.IM>le ; 'nle ta.uble 

~uea were 110t there . 'r'he ta:r. nt111 Wflrt not too low but the 

thOII ""lues were collected the l lllll recehed could not p117 ror 

rore depiQdeot 011. public -.lth. ~ publlc wealth wae too low to 

nr.l)Or t aood achooh. 

eo·nrnor or""' York , led "III.Y 111lnd to IJII,ny other quel'l.tont: ·"'by 

tn tbh ::Otet.e too loor? :u.h tboo.'- qu11t.lon c~~Ce e atud7 or la.nd 

eroeton, ot orop CI1Tft"a1ttoauoa, or crop prices, or •rtetSD«, !.!!!!_ 

of trelabt n.taa • .<nd all ot (thue) ~ thlnf:a bore dtrecU7 

on the probl• of better acboola . 

,.;ey 1t.ere people aetUng tuch 10111 p117 tor a day • 1 work? 
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con or Uvtnr, ot ta&~~ble lncQM , of .ound. be.nldq, of ~ll mr

chtlnte • ..ad. !the") .!h!?.!!. thin;. I, too, borot dtreet17 on the prob-

1• or betur ecbooh. 

l'o othilr word• , soe1al coD41Uoae -- a.choola ~ 

tl•ln£1 th~t were derenden'& f'Or aunrort on tMs 81all orlel:~.al eu.pplr 

~. (&IU!. hOil'ltab and clotbl~ and hOUIIJ14!: end too4) hoepiUh, 

medical cere IIIli! bette: IUU! ItaUon ~and thoee other llllttll'll that "'r. 

.;iO fOU will Ill that IllY thOU#bta !'Ol' the SOuth INI DO 111'01 

thing. Lone beton I hbd 1111.)' ldP or re-enterlll£ publ1c life I 

wu plUu!.lq tor better Ute tor tht~~ ~l• or O.orsta . Ill (the) 

CbTloully the Federal Go.,.r ZDent c6.D.Dot elll'ry the loe.d 

well thbt t he OOnrnment tn '7t~eh1118tOn ~ould not and cannot rl~hUy 

aublldlu pubUc KuceUon thrOU&hout t ile U'nlte4 Statu. ~ 
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liher e 1t 11 (tllr) too low - - tO ..... tho -.lbl\8 t.nd tte GNiaiO!I Of 

our !llltural re&Ourcee , to eueourae;t eeoh. tection to beec:a. tlnun-

clt1lly lDdep.ndu.t, to take the leod lo euabl1sl:1fli soetlll tacur-

t".at CODetent JlrGLnatlTe ec::Uon 1s bauer, e t!louar.no." tl~~' ~ 

tha!l tollowtt14 ~ ettt::er tl.o .. llho .-aDt to 11ow un or 

thole who prom1at they •tll hal\4 you the l:IOOD on 11. dlnr -pltott8r 

"" h«.r't Geore1e r.owt dnotioo to t!:e prlnclplfle or 

AM flO, !:"..)' tritondll, I!?' \'Al')' \~t>p])Y t O be with YOU todlly, 

t~ Ylile.r. I r.an b•n ~:>ror.1a1!1f to c<II:Al O't'-.r tra. -._nr. Sl-rl~t to_ 

But tt.at ~>n • "'Fl rash tP"ch, •• 1t turned out ; the _r£!!~...!.!.....!:2. 

S!&!!..thrc:nlfl nt but 9 good tl'len~~!rnor , tellU!....!_L.!!. 

on 1U •r . TMt wt111 enOIIfh tor ...e, 110 he~!'l'l!._u.!!.l 



~ ~• • Jll.r'\ or r( ~ h e t-rer.t honor and e IIT-t rr1Y1-

las•· You or the Un1nre1tr t<n rrooetly rearonstble tor t he un

ner ot 11uoet1np the woblena or the rreeent. You will be rr .. tlr 

ru· onalble tor the ruture . ell are you do tne rour part. Pre. 

today Ollw.l'd I aano rroudl7 , l'IIOre tull)", ln that part . (A'lllleuae) 



t,A ,'\ 1•A 

11, liY' 

· · · · · ·~rA 1' 

lt l. •Hn pt.ttiC"liU' ~rh!e l'lo I'I.d '''"rea.eect dOYOtiou to thh 
ltau th .. t 1 be<:o:oot tod•)' rn fll\,lall.~>e or t11t tJnlYtrnHr o!' Geot··~s. 
:.o.u-.• :·-·· ,~, t MYel ad i .. or~a.:.t oo .. t:.ct;:; •lth y0\1:' it>Jut <n 

fln4 7ac<~l\7 anc1 1 tan thersrort apy:r .. clate tne e,;celhnt "arvlee 
~ncb J0\1 e.re r<'~. --r1~~ 1.0 t~t ca.an o! e:ucat -n not o!!.ly tn 
O<!'Or a. b . .ot 1:-. t!:.e !:zo.Uon. 

~t t~~..,!~~~ ~:"!o,~n:h~:r1~~~~e ~f:~~t!!=~:o i~J~I(/ ... y~ 
who ll'l't i.oere all t~e u .. r , IIlLi. re ... Ln "..I weh u t , -.-ho hue been 

:-~'~!'~ .. :0~,0~ !~1~~ de~!:.:~ • ·-~~.,a~~n.--•·:y:~:.!~~.h~a~n 
~~ :·~~~~!~~~~~~= · et.~~;~~"ot' . rb·u;;r~~\~I~~~~l ~=~ ~.::1'~! 
read.lly ac 1r ~·o .. · oe hI .a oul; nt in .rr ·•"•~ ; 11.1\d. that te Why I 
hel t1.at I c,.,. ,pe:Jt witt. ,er ,ecti~e . 

HI ey earl1er yCJ.are U r e ! tt•• a. So-~l. L t: - larger •ense 
roro-otten In u-.e •1"-~t of et: ..Jieel~•-1 r.a!ioroll.l - ~"'latton - a 
boo. e.ra •-icb. tho...:;.•t In ttr-..!e cf po.per .roflte ltletead o! lr.-aJ~ 
u,.... .llld for .>0 e 4'\18 enat ~lac the So~th ~o ehow todfl)'1 .l 
fn fon..u-.e~: p..r<.a:>e, tut loO"t r..f the rrotiu went nonb . 

The:!. ca.oe !he tra .to year" of t~e dw!':re ;lo.'l. Cloo.._. bank• 
in alMOIIt eY~ry ~-h:/, r..11.:.ou• c:ro1 · .,rlc:to, 1clle •Hl•, r.o 
.o:~eyfor sc:~horro"'-•- !1ct\U'IIOid.upa1r. 

Yet, thro..,:h 'lll tho•• )'OII.rc , th~ S?<~.th -•W1ld.1:'16 & n ee 

::~o~}.d 0~~~ou;.::! :;.d:r~~= tt:~~~~!~;~o~:;~~~}~h!r~:u;~~:r 
¥itelly and. tr~exorahly Ut.lo"d. with ti".At ot thll !h.tlon, a~:d that 
the ne.tior.:ll f:tOOc1 wu cto,t·J.JII .. ~ cq~elli' on tlle 1sp1'11Yio10!nt o! the 

;:r~!•o:;;:,;; ~;u~t .. ~re!o~~~---~~.-~~~~;~~::!c,~;~c:.;o~:;.;-
1:-.r lll'll our J'OII.I!s oo b&Jt ~ .y 111 "''"r aa.;..u~·-1ol. o.r.d -.ileal c:al"1l 

10 ··~loetedt t::y ue u.o te"CI:er:. £O t;.=elw.!'t<ly pa14t W!ly ue 
o.1r loc!Ll ~~ 1 b.J.HdtJ ... -. e..-~<t CJ-'~~~ 110 -mu,..audt 

I do r.ot ~.:ir.c" eor•h be<la..,.,e , fLro-t o~ all, J haYt a rit;ht -
• :.euon-•1de ri -.• t , !l State r1-.~t 11-'l· wttt.ll.l a e;rape.thetic and 
o.~nd.eretll.lldtno~ ri.;nt to ~~~~ak tl.111, ar.d., -ceo~.dly, \.e-cauwe y0\1 a.c 
wellae I In~~-'"'"" t<l ,.,. tro.~e, 

t~e t~r!~~~~·o'fr e<t~~~~~~·r!:~11~=r~:ru:!,!!:~!; ~~P 
.-Jth econ01llc: con41tto:~e . Yeo.r• ~t,-o I was told by a dilth'lb-u1e...,_6d 
.. uhen or oeor&1a tnll.t p..J.bl'c acl:ocl Cld.ocJ.Ltlon 1110 .-.u proY1d.cd 
for bcccwne there wa~ ale.•- or perilepe t: no in the Sto.to C<Jl'.
uut .. uon tttelt- prov ldl~~t; tnllt every child ehO\.Ild.he.veafull 
tchool year - P;.t,tl t hat ane1.d11.n"e for ea.ch ec:hool year t hl'ough 
r.re..ao ucl:.ool wao co~r.:,...loory . 811t 1 ~oor. dhooYered sc:t.ool aft e r 
tchool In the Nrb.l •11~\J'Ic~e - - •!.<1 mo"t o! thea are rur al di ... 
tr1cts - - "here t . .e 8')).001 \1118 O<ol'll ?lily fOo-t IICMlthO OJ' five aotlthe 
• year - or -• too .-u to h:~U all the children •• or couldn't 
-.ploy e~)l t f'&Cter e - or • 1ore e_ -lJr"~ , w~:- pe.rente wanted 
tt• to 11Qrt, 00<.114 eUy •-Y ~,.a ecl.ool -u::t. C:C*t)UU "-1...01!)1 . 



A, re.ttyal .. •oraol ... re :n t. C t.t>Jtlllfl•n 110\ '"""~· 
W. •t 11 '"• 111\~'' en fore•-"" A1 ar n IJ u.e Ih~ine • tbaol. 
•t.•t \btre boll I ~.t , IUid. tiMire 11ae llt;tat• dl<l r.ot 110tll t.11 •re 
-.,• diet..-. 

r .. en 1 be .1 to o~ty&e : J'<t.a .td..oe to lull ot tnur e"tt 
JO, H I' a du" to lack o~ -aney , bny MD 'IJlll _,. I talt..S 

~!~e!'~~:~:-edt~~n'~~~~ ~~~!~~~~!l:.~l01.1nn.!~ ~!!:!r~loool• 
•<t.nted • full ccllool year , !Jllt -- n .. !!Inner -. d.,..ya tno -
-- •• cannot get ..ora .onoy !roll tun. 

Anc!. •IIY nct1 The &!IOI'flr 111 n1• lc: The tu:1.ble Ya.lueo 1f(!rc 
not t horo. The t"" r e.tea wen r.ot too 1011 Wt the a.ctunl goinc 

~~·~o~{,g~_r~~~ ~:!" r:e~::r~o~i:'n~~c;;..~'1~~ :,.~~!~: ~:~:~ 
oroor tqlllJ)M:r.t . ?ubliceduco.UonnothnetorodeJ'Iendenton 
publ1o 11.._1th. i'\lbltc wea.Uh _, too lo• to o .. pport good. 11choolo. 

fhat analyd11 or atne - -.doe ev..,. -o.ron I -~~ electaod 
oournoroflldtorll,led-.r:ur.d to ..,..yothetq.10uUonc: Why 
nro land. .... w .. a::d. tr.en:fore taxable n.1o.~n tn Ooorgt.a o;o lowt 
•tth that q.t.010tlon cOiiO a llt..c:.:.· or 1&1".4 1.. .• , ot 110rn out land, of 
o~per hrtll1nr , oftor.:.tat:OD, of,roolon, orcropc!iTI!ctal
tioattOD, or crop prtcoa , or c.arllcUr,.(, or frelgtlt rat••· ADd 
1.11 or thue tl.ln,;:c bore c!tre.ztl;,· ~ t: 1 nb1m or better 
e.ei.Oolc. 

Why were pconle gotH.:.~ ... ..-11 low . ~ tor a «&¥' • 110rU That 

!~ l:!t~~t~y t:!a~!c~~ ~-:~~tt!:~:.r:r:.:..~~ !:~c:=! • • 
.lnd the.e tllillt)e , too, bore (1irectty on tilt probl .. ofbotter 
tcl.oola . 

In other r.or,h, tnctalcnnd.tt\on -- echoolo arn1 ho~;pitl'lle 
and olothi!Uf "-1".11. hQI.:.~t.~ P.nl rood-- ftre lnt11liii.Uly d.epenc!.cnt on 
econo~alo <>Onc!.Ulo:'lo -- h~ghOr •"tf'a , ht~,t.cr !IU"a tnco:1o e."d. nore 
protih!or -.J.l'lnu:tn'"ll"'"'n, 

80 you rlll c~e that "'1 n.cr.t..tlto tor t;1e Soo.~th "-""no n<rn" 
thifll , Long before 1 had L'l)' ld.t"' ot r··-enterhll pUblic U!c I 
-· planntn( for better life !or t .. e ,>&Orle Of OOOrbla, In t ho 
l•ter yee.ra I have t.aJ. a~ orport .. r.lt)' t'l J)racttce nat l haYO 
lone preached. 

0bV1QO.lOlY 'hO 7ed~.-al GQTc;tn..oPflt Qllr.:IO< CUr.' tho load alone. 

~=1::·~~:!1~:bo;0~! e;::~i!•.~u;!j~\;.': r.±;t!! :~::t::t!!l-
hooaea, toglYeat.lld.cn~alO, t.nl ~pa,. .. ~teacbera. An4 

~!t'~!O:.,~!~l :l:~p t~!.'!~!r-:o~:- ~~j:J~:O:!~t!t!.~:" :erA 
~a~! . 11~~~,i~~~~:~dp~t1~n•:;c~i~0~t~~~!~!h!~~ :Ut~t-
otona , 

&Qnrf!:;~r:e ~-~~s!11:~~~J ,...r:ii11r~~~~~r~0 o~~~,~~~o~l tn 
U<:tle ~he n.e.Uo""l a~<:ta o( eaonol.lo \>roble•• -- to eUminatl 

:!::!~~~!~!~~~ ~~~!~n:.~"tl::!b;ro:~t:o;:!JL~! ~~:~~!e~l!~ .. 
l'bero H ill raz too l ev -- to """"' the ••ate all<! thl eroelon ot 
Ollrnt.tllralre~~CIIr<:cg, tacncOIIOII(:OU.Cb c~tlonto'OccaH tlne.'l
llially tnc!.cper.~e>a , \0 ~a.ke the loa4 \r. oatablluhlno aoc:lal ncOJ.r-
1ty--an4atti>'a;tu;oetl..etllOX)-laintlltuOP«>rleinonrypa.rt 
t;.ot conat&nt pi'QCl'08~1 ... aetton 11 bOt\' r t~ following l!ithOr 
tboH .to ..::~t t.o 8101' OJ.P ar tho< e l'tlo proatse U••r •111 ban4 you 
tbe .con on a dlYer plan-er a "'lr. after they aze elected . 

It ba!'o:=~=r~!:.:~~-~~0-;i';;:.~ l!:/~~i!i::v:',t~~r~y . 
d-cot.-uary or fi!OJ.da.lir:a dre ooo "'r t;. d-r&Uil clotloe. Too.l ot 
tM tiniYtralty are graatly r-opoc.r1ble for the preoant and tlw 
tut<o~rt. Wollazoyou.<>o1n!'"YO.J.rpe..n . Fl'OIItod.ll.)'on~Iaba.rt 
proudlya!ld•:re r-.u7 bth-t;'IU't . 
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UNIVERSITY 01" OEORQU 

;. . ' '\ --') 

It 1a with particular ~~ 1n and increased dnotion t.o 

\ ... ~ 
t his St a te, thatjbe.c~ an alumnus of the Univeralty ~ 

~·· \. During 1-&nY years I have had important contact s with 

\ ; " I 
youy~~fl'lri:t'y. and I can therefore appr eciate the 

' -~ service which you are rend.er1n(; to the cau ... e of 

education not mly 1n Geor~ia but.J.it(the Nation . 

}tony yea.rs ht.-ve tone by since I first cel:L to ;arw Springs 
\ \._' 

and sot to k!JOI't' and to love t .. e $to.te und its people . I wonder -, 

I "-J v 
if yot. , who live her': all the tine, can reali~:e 88 well ll.S I , " {~ 

~c..: )'1/ 
wbo t.ave been co.:dne here once or twice a :rea;.: , the mazing J '\.J t. 

t .\ , I 

proprees t-at Las been made ~n t1 .hort decade t.nd a half -- \ 1'
/ • \'\.~ f· \....,1:.__ ....... t'l 

..a:ld)( e:"~ecia.lly in the aa~ five years. If you see e person / ..... , ,· 

....1 :DOrn1J18, noon and ni-:;ht you do not note the cr;aDB88 of growth ~ I../" 

or health o tt•t friend •• read!ly •• 1t you see him only ot ~ ~ 
.1~- ,:t.;1 

intervale; and that h why I feel t hat I can spea/w:1 h t 
1 

... \ \ 

·{ ~r•>•otlve . f \J \ 
I , J'·:J 

STA'TE ME NTS FILE ~'J'"\r 

Short hand By l(~nn ee ( 



In my ea .. .'ller years 1 ere I saw a s outh in t ile l arger sense 

forgotten in the • 1d.st ot an unhealthy national epeoul.at1CI1 -

-'.A<>-
a booo ~ which tllo-..ght in terrA or paper profit a instead. 

ot humtm lives , A.n4 tor those d.ays what has t ile :::Outh to ahow 

tod8.l? ;. rew great tortunee perhaps , hut most of: the pl'Ofits 

went north, 

Then oar.e .he tragic )'&tore or the dep:-cssion. Cl oned be.nb i n 

al1:10st every corr.munity, ruinous crop pr ices , idle Dills , no 

money for school s or roads -- a picture of: despair . · - l -L, ._ 
Yet , tbrou h all those yeara, the ~outb was buildil'lf a new 

school or thcl.i(ht -- a. group principally r ecrulte<J rroa younger 

rnen md wooen ho understood that the aconouy or t he South was 

vitally and ineY.Orably liMed wit h tha t or the Nation , and that 

the netio::.el ;l)O \,-aa 'dependent ~ on U.e lmproYe::ent of 

l:c./r .-.. 
the welfare or the :..outb . 'i"he¥beean aakin& searchir\ quest.ions : 

~ 

-- why ia OUI' pey - in ot h er vtel'ds our earnin3 ce.pl!ldty - so low; 

wey are our ro • de eo badi why h our sanitation !'1M medictiJ. care 



- 3 - ,, j>J •• l ;' 
so neglected; why are our teachers ao inadequate~ 

~ why are our local. school bu1ld1ng 8 and equipr.ent 

eo antiquated.' 

I do not mince words because, tlrat ot all, I baY& a 

rieht - - a nation-wide rtgl.Lt, a State right and withal. a 

eympe.thetic ar.d under at and~ right to speak them and 1 eeeaHlly 1 

beeauae you a s well a f I kr.o:.- them to be true. 

It cay not be ,...... :pol1t1cf but it i s LOod A."Cerlcan ldelllism 

,J J-, 
to recognize , to state boldly that in 1932 the conditions of 

-'-.1\.. / 
hUNn ltiin Geo e1a Wid in oth&r states or the lower south 

were a a a whole at t he bot tom at the national aeele. """J..t the 

same title let us rejoice a nd t ake p1· ide 1n the undoubted ract 

the. t 1n these pe.at. s ix )"8U'8 t he South has ll:ade l?'.l"ee.ter 

economic e.nd aoeilll progress u p the ac&le- tball' at any other 

period in her lonp history.\.. It 1e DIY objective end yours to 

maintain t.l:ie.1. Mrt;h wu! to accelerate ita pace. 



-·-
)' On tho U4o or o4uceUon a lo"" oxporianco toachoo uo 

U.> 
that the 1.mprove101ent of .......... 1a 1nev1 tably boun4 \q) with 

A ·~~ J 
economc contat.iona . Years •· j I waa told by a <Hatl.nculahed 

citizen oft~ t~at public school educatlon W&B well 

provided tar because ther e was a law -- or :per haps it waa in the 

State Con. titutlon itsel:C -- provicllng that every child should 

have a tull 11chool year - and tbe~t attendnnce far each school 
\ '") ;' _, ~ ...... 

year throu b.., grade !!ICi.ool ~~as COtlp\ll aor:f . But I aoon 

• ._, .• /1-,' •I 

41ecovero1fh0:,1 a ttar echool in the r ural 41etr1~"' -- on< 

most or~ are rural 41atr1cta -- where the sChool we.a open 

only tour months or rive months a year -- or was too sW l to 
l .,"'"' -:- <e 

hold all the Chlldrei.t"T ~ couldn •t e:t~ploy enough teacher a --

or Vlhere children whose parenta wonted them to \/Ork/o';;~a~~ 
) &'1. - · ryD. 

..../• enough. t.e ~a t t 'sf' 1 i'ilb ~aw or a clause in the Conetl tut lon, 

,;.,. 1,/(_.;' ;,.. .,. '~//"• •• ... > 
~ 

11 
Apparently tbt~

1
l..\1.l.'lll~thod "l.et there be l ight ·- an4 tbere v.-as 

li"'t "" 414zr·;·_~·: mn •• 41ctw. 



-·-
1 Then I began to analyze: "'loa it due t.o lack" or interest! 

d . 
N/ h wu due to lack or money. :!Yery r.en end wc:.an I talked 

with deplored tho wretched school eondi tiona , \/entad better 

""'!!ii, . , ~. . 
school a, better ~better paid teacher a , wanted more 

teachera, wanted a full school year . But - - the answer was 

always the &ame - - we cannot get tlOre money !'rom t axee . 

And Why not? The an81'1er"ia eimple : Tiltt taxable values 

,.ere not there. 'l'ba tax rates were not too l ow but the actual 

E!:oina: values or property were so meagre that when taxee on 

tbOeo val.ues were collected the sum received could r.ot r ay tor 

' adequate teachers or equipuent. Jlublic education ' :as there-
_./ 

tore dependent an public weal tb. "' Public wealth was too low 

to support good achoola. 

Tbet analysis ar cine - - cede even before I was elected 

Governor or New York, l ed my cind to many other questions: 

<.,-I 
:-.'by were land valuee tll\d therefore t.axeble valuey~ 

~ :ntb that queetion CI!Uile a atudy or l and uae, or worn 

out land I or cheaper fertilizer, or 1oreatatlon, ot erosion 
1 



_,_ 

or crop <11vera1ficat1on, or crop pricu, or Jlllll"keting/'ot 

treisht. rate a. .And all or UJise t hin -a bore 41rectly on the 

problem ot better achoola. 

Why were peopl e e:ett. ill(!: such low pay tor a 4e.y 1a work? 

Tbot le4 to a atu4y or purchasing power, ot decent wages, ot 

the coat or living , ot taxable incocoe , or sound hankins, or 

small merchant.a . .md th/se tb1nga, t oo, bar-e directly .. m the 

problen or better s -boola. "l \......9 (j ~L 

In other word• , ooelal oondlt1on• -- ~ohoolJd hoop1talo ) 

r. 1~·.·~~.·<. tt,..!r, .. t f 
-ana Clbtblng ~mg and roOd - ~· • .::.... ... ~ -

/ 
incoue and t1.ore profits tor 8!!18ll businee& men . 

So you will see t.hut my thougbta tor the South are no n 

I t < 
thing. Long before I bad any ~ or re- entering public 11 

I wu planning tar better life tar the peopl e ot oaorgi& . In 

tbef'l.ater years I hue bad &OI:le opportunity t.o :;u-act1ce what I 

have lena preached . 



-7-

f\) ObviouslY tbe Y.,_eral Gonrru::ent cannot c a.rry the load 

.r '--
alone . In education , to en.rtl9l•j'ash1ngtoo baa greatly assisted 

by uains the laoor ot p oople who really need help to Juild 
)·\ ·, ', 

scboolhouaea , to elva atudelt a id, o.nd t.o pe} ca6n1 teachers. 

-~. -. ~ 
Alld waahlngton will bal1by giving acme grants in aid to those 

r'"".J ''--
communities which need them the tlOat. Bj- Tle.eblngton shoul d 

not and cannot r!gbtly aubs141ze public education tllrougbout 

l v _ .._:, . .r ~~ 

the United States . "'Education ~bould be run by the States and 

their aulldivislons.-;, '"' \ '"'~"'" 
Therer ore, in t he long run, the beat way tor your 

national govern::1ent to anist atate and local educational 

objeotlvu ts to tackle the nati onal aspects or economic 

problema -- t.o alt...inate 41scr1a1natlona between oae part ot 

the country and another -- to raise purchasing pe-er and 

/, Cl 
thereby create wealth 1n those ooot1one f-er o 1t 18 ~too 

l ow -- to save tbe weete end tbe eroa1on or our natural 

r eeourooe, to encourage eacb eect.1on to ecol:le 1'1nanolal.ly 



-·-
independent, ~o take the l8ad in eetabliablng aooie.l. security 

- - t.nd at tbe same tilDe to e:r:pl&in to the people in every pert 

(;. "' \ 
t hat constant prograea1v8 action la bettfban t(ollowi~ . 1' 

h • •· ~ •. I 
either t _ose who want to elo'N up or those who p1oalae,.,you the 

lt.OOD on a silver pl o.tter a week attar they are eleoted. f 
At he&l·t Geori;ia Matts devotion to t he prinol~ln ot 

J. \. I • 
democracy. ~ hu ocoaaione.l lapaea but 1t really fbea not 

> " ' )'\il< 
believe either in 4emesosuery or teudallm~dre~s.,a up 1n 

' ~- 1'\t.l.,.' \ .,. \.....\ \.__, l. 

deoocu.tlo clothe &. yap of tll• !In1yoraity oro....grutly 

~le for the present end t he tut~e-;:bY:ell e.re you 

2.;~...,.,.< ,, r~ 
doing your part. From today on., e.rcl I ahara proudl,y(' that 

port. "-. 
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