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OCUSTIW'!'IC::AL cc-:rvr!ITICU 

P':U'HlXttPS!t, 11 . Y., 

SEPTJ::mER 17, 1938 

It is 1f1 th deep personal disapi)ointoent that I find 

the attain of the world aucb that I oannot be with my 

neighbora in Poughkeepeie today. 

Th11.t ;.Y gr eat- great- grand!&ther, I aaa.o Roouvelt, sat 

in the little old Court House here one hun<tt~d and fifty years 

ago and cut his vote with the alia majority in f avor o! 

ratification of the Federal Cons titution i s a f&rr~ily tradition 

ot which I am proud. 

There are two words in the English language which in 

the heat of politicAl controversy are often forgotten or 

abund- the words •faith• and •confidence •. It 1a well tor 

ua t o r emember thr~.t a. very largo 10inority of the inha.bitante 

of the original 'thirteen States ~ opposed -. the a.4option 

of the Constitution. 'they had witneecod the co~plete failu.%e 

of government under the Articles of Confederation -- yet they 
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were oppoud to a real un1orl becn..u .. e they believed thote leader s 

who viewed w1 th alar m any effort to think and act in n&t1onal 

t er:a.s ins t ead of stat e and local t ens . 

And, believe me, ;ll!..,_v1enra with &1~, t he }.lo.trone 

j-·.t k~l 
ot ghoeu and bobgo~line .7tho8e dAys, little t o lea.ry"r" .... 

~~ooo1onal ::_u-monge n of~ 
I whh tha t all of you mi ght road the dwty new8papers 

and pamphlets cutd handbills of 17Jt8 . Feel t nga r an hip;h . 

V1tupera.t1on and invective were the rule . The State of Iler. 

York would ceaee t o exi s t and ita people • ould be SQueezed 

to death be tween the cold-blooded Yankees of new England on 

the one aide and the paasiona.te a.riatocr acy of the South on 

t he o ther -- if you believe d one type of publicity, The 

people of the State of llew York would be ruined b y interstate 

tariffs and aa a weak i ndependent na tion would be reoonouered 

by George the Third, 1t you read the publicity of the otber 

pe..r ty. 
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Yaah1fl8ton, Ada&ll, Hull ton and Clinton were labeled 

tr111ton and dictatore . 

In the midet of these 41atr1bee th1B Conftt1tut1onal 

Convent ion 1n Poughkeepsie wn~~o faced r~i th t he problea~ of 

saying •yea• or •no• . Then, ae now, there were men and women 

afraid of the future - dhtruettul of tbe1T own ab111 ty to 

meet changed conditi one; lbort-eigbtcd in their dog-ln-th&-

manger conception of local and national needs. They were 

afraid of democracy; afro.id of the trend toward un1ty; afraid 

of Thirteen States becoming one nat i on. 

J.s the weelr.a W6nt on and nn 1neu!fic1ent n\Ulber of 

Sta.te .. had approved the Conet1tut1on to put it into effect, 

ita opponents at this oonvf!nt1on, re&.lizing morf' and liiOre 

th11.t the very extetence of that paper organization know u 

the United States of ~rica wae at etake and that publtc 

opini on we.s awillJ..:ing e.gainat t hem, nR.rrowed thei r oppoeition 

t o the tact that tbe Conet1 tution contained no Bill o! Ri ghte. 



Tbey held a. ali.::: XIUljority againet rat1t1oat1on, but 

at that moment a amall group ot delegatee, in whioh 1 u 

glad to say Dutcheea Oo'Wlt y waa well repreaented, came f orward 

with an apped to the •taitb and confidence• of the Convention. 

'r'hey agreed that a percanent Constitution tor the UAlted 

States ~contain a Bill o! Rigbta -- and they proposed 

rat itioation by t he State ot new Yo r k •in full tai th ~d 

confidence• that a Bill of Rigbte would be pro:rrptly aubaitted 

to the Several States by the firet Congreae t o meat under 

the Constitution . 

You and I know today that it wa.a thil propoaal which 

trOll final adherence by a emall .argin; and MOre than that -

that this p roposal o:t 1!ull faith and confidence• waa in 

!act carried out by the Congr an of tha United States when 1t 

anembled. 

I do not know that 1 t h necessary to elaborat e on 

thia parable or text. It 1a perhapa euf!lcient t o r me to 

81\Y that when i n almost every genf!lrntion between 1788 and 

1938 the Ataerican people bllve been !aced wit h atmllar decisions, 
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they have in the lot~t ru.'l exprened their "full ffti th and 

con!tdenoe• 1n the integrity and eatety o! the na.tional 

concept. 

I t reQUired great patience te t..een 1783 ruuS 1788 to 

bring home the realt~:ation that thirteen aepar ate ooloniea, 

beco:r.e thirteen eeparate et a t ea, could not survive &a thirteen 

tu,parate M.tional ttiee . Leadership toward the thought of a 

united Mtion b.a4 to be pattent and wu . Peraever&noe of 

leadership combined w1 th pt. tience hae always won. 

Once r a tified the Conoti tutton presented the outline 

of a for:c of goverr.mont. To beco:~~e a worka~le inetrWilent of 

govern::tent 1 t a wo::da needed ~n in every eucc~din.g generation 

to adotniater it aa g reat ae the men who wrote it. 

And the greatest of thee\ have been the n:en who have 

eougbt to make the constitution workable in the f&e~e of the 

new problece and co!1:11t1one that have !tl.ced the n11.t1on fro:: 

year to yeo..r. 
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y,.,., tt.f' g reatest of the:~~ have been thou who haTe 

not aa.1d - R1t will not ,or lt; it oa.nnot be done; it wet be 

changed• - b\lt rather those who ba.ve applied to the Con~~titut1on 

of the United States the ep1r1t of •full faith and cont1~ence• 

whloh bae come d.own to un froc tte Convent ion which er.et here 

in the SUUmer of 1788 . 

t:Atf"-'-4 }L""-/.Y Lr.7 
7 .;;, p:,j ~ 1.-..-/-~ 



RftDIC ~ 01 T!iZ Mti3ID'DI'l' 
lleUnr~ t'NIIIa tu O,.el ROI* or tt.e Whtu Hou .. 

To tM Conat1tut1onal Con1'ant1on •~ Pou6l'JII:Hpde , Naw York 
:Jeptder 1'1, 11138, 10. 10 A.l1. 

attatra or the ..:n"l4 aucb tbe.t I eaanot 'be wttb ~q netd;lbore tn 

Pougtu:eepale to4q. 

ThU 10' sr-t-e:reet.~Sl'(lndrt.ther , laaae RooHTelt , •t tn 

U:e little old covt HouH here one hundred aDd tttty year. a.ao ed 

eaet ht• <t"Ot.e with the 8l1Jt t:AjOrlty tn t'lo'l'or or rat.tttoe.tton ot the 

J'edei'U Con.Ut-.ttoa ta a t...UlJ tre41ttoD or •h1dl I •• prO!Jd. 

beet or poUUeal eo11tronrey a:-. often forgotten or abuted -- tbt 

wordt 10ftUb" lnd "eont1denee. " h h well tor ue to r-mher that 

a •ery lel.ra:e mtDOrlt,. or the tnhl.bttentl or the ori£111111 'M!trt11n 

Stat .. (wel'l) oppoHd (to) tbe .c!.opttoo. ot tbe Collet1tutton. Tb.,. 

they beUend thoee l .. dera who 1'1....,_ wlth alar:: e.o,y attort t o 

think and eot 111 rw.t.lonal terme 1net•d or etata a¥. loeal tenu. 

puna aM bobtroblba (in thoH d.,-e bad little to learn trca the 

prote11tonal t•r110111er• or 19'.l8) or tha dare ot 1'188. 

1 wllh thu ell or :rou •1£bt reed the du..tt.J (u .. a)papere 

Wid pemphlete end hllndbllla ot (1'188) a hundred and fifty ¥!61'1 nao. 

Yeel1na• ran hlp. V1tu~rat1o11 and 111'1'eethe -re the ruJ.e , Tbe 
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Tht• I• a tran.c::r . p1 I!Qd• '"' tb• lrblt~ 
Hou•• •t•r.or. ,rhrr 'tOll h.lf •h.,rtband 
not~• t alten ": ~::e 1 f'e the •potob .... 
aaad• . Undtr".o . . n,-: kate••or4• . 
o:rt e&pora."\ecc.oly n to tbo )'re,.tou•ly 
pnpu.r edrte n~; tul . lord•ln 
pa.rentbe•e• 4:-e • tbat •tor ,. o-.1 no4 
• hen the rpeocb t.· ~ · "vr.rtt4, tbou,.b 
tb•y aPI)eer ln tM p,_.vlou•l7 p,..paro4 
readll\ft eew te:rt. 
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8\atll of New York 1111011\d e..._., to exi~t. 11.nd lU peoph would be 

~>Qu•ezed to d.at~ bn._.en t.bll cold·bloo4H Tlltlk"' or Hew s:Df:l•d 

• ••k lodepetulent 1111Uon would be noonquend by Glor11 the Thi rd , 

1t JtiU r•d UH1 :oubllci\y ot the o\~r JII'TtJ . 

·.:eatnctoa, ~-- • ...Ultoo and CUoton were labtoled 

!$!in the aldat of tl:le110 dtatrt'oee thta COI'Iat1tut1onal 

CoD,entloo ill PO\Io)bk:Mpl ll wae taclld wah the probh .. ot IIII;Jlfl& 

thl tu.tW'I •• 6J.et:ruaU'Ul of their OWI!o abUHy to BHt CIIIIU'IIId 

coM.tUo11a; ahortdghUd. in tbatr dos-tn-thl-114511' concepUoe or 

of the trand to-.N 11.11l'l.y; arr.td ot Tbtrt"n St.ataa btoOCIIlq one 

<l.a the WMkl went on and lUI lntufflclent nUllobal' of 1tate1 

had approud the ConaUtuUon to put H into etteet, th opponents 

t.Utr opposttloa to tlw fBCt t!u!t.t the ConaU\ution oontatned no Bill 

ot ;aehu. 

~IJ baU, 1 ell.- majority ~11Mt. nUtiee.Uoa, but at 

tt.t .-.nt a -ll Cr'OI.IP of U lapt .. , 1.11 -.blch I aa 1~4 to II.Y 



_,_ 

to lbe ~r.tth an<\ !!l!. oonrtdenoe~ ot the Con•entton . The)' ICJ'Md 

that • pera.atll.t COneUt11UoD for the Un i ted State• ahO\lld COQt&1D 

1 Bill of R1P,U -- &114 tb.,. p~.-1 "Ut1caU011 by the St.&tl ot 

t:ew York •tn tull raUb and co.o.t14enn• t!\lt a Bill or Rltbte would 

be pr<aptly aubmitt..S to the SeYeral Stu .. by the flrl\ concrn• 

You acd 1 kD(Jif today tbat it"' thll pl'Op0.-1 which won 

tbat -- that tbla pr opo•l or "full rahh n.d e011f'ldaMe• •• tn 

tact c•rrted out by the Coneren ot t he Unlt.d Statu when it anembhd. 

able, (or) .!.!!!!. tazt, H 11 perlapl auft1o1al1t tor •• to -.,. that 

Wbell J.a lll':lott 11'1J'Y CeDII"'lUOD batWIII'I 1788 liDd 1938 tbl (Aaltrieao) 

people hen bMn hloeci wit._ sirl1lor dao111ona, they ba'l'l la the lone: 

•t•t1 of tl:a nutoul conc~t. 

Jt req .. tr-.4 v-t paUanca batwHD 1783 and 1788, ~ 

YMre atter the close of the RnolutlonarY liar , sreat patience to brill& 

b._. the r.e.l1u.Uon tM.t thirteen "pcr.re.te colontae, beo&<~~l th1r\IIIID 

e4 !.:. .... Pll'IPil'llllel or le•d•rahlp ~ccb1n•d wUh pe.t11nc• Ma 

al"n)"l won . 

Once thl ConnituUOD -· ntlthd (tbl COIIItltlltlOD) .!! 

prlat~~~tt4 th• o~o~tUn• or a ton. or «<"•r-t . IDU, to b.c<aa • workable 

inatnaant. or EO••r-nt. 1t• woJ'ISa DH4ICI • a, !:!.!. 1a rr•ry •ucceed-

1G~ .. DIIrtt.t.lon to a4111D1ater 1t, !::!!! •• gree.t. IIJ t.hl •rt whO wrot• U . 



I0\18h1. 1.0 Pkl \ hi Con1t1tut1on worlnlbll in the f'ICI or thl n11w 

probl-.. 11114 ooo41\1on• that hnl no•4 tb• ~Nation f'1'oll y•r 

Y11, tbe p-n.t1s\ or t.b• ••• U~n tho• who bl.•• act •14 -

"It wUl DOt work; 1t ceDDO\ bl 4011.11 1\ -t b1 c•ngl4• -- bu\ 

rathlr thoal wbo M'l'l 1ppl1ed. to thl Conl\ltut.lon or \hi tJult,ld St4te• 

t.h• •pirlt or "tull taltb and cont1d1no1" whtch hll c~ 4own to lUI 

~ tro• tb1 Con,.entlon whi ch Mt hlrl ln the sua»r or 1'186. 



~-PUn: I.U.o T'M t.l 1--.-L., "''Uo •-rill el tlot 
~i'Tii'i'\;-\i k HUn,... trw u_. f'o't.~ teo. .,. 
tho 'llhl:.. ::.ON, ""'~ M IMU fN" ,..l..,oo ~a 
..:tt1 ..... Dl•ll~•.....,.n•,.....,.lor'~t..,.oi.net.. 

~-i;?~~~~~ ~· ~· ~~ Punal 

Pl tt>M Mtw"'*r!l t.t~o.lnot p,._t11r 1 relouo, 

I""IP':UU..'".I.T 
IH<tt.:.TftOtho l'rtolhllt 

It h nU. .... pe>·-.&1 CIM<>;ol .. -t U•t l tiM 
tiM.u'hln..t"•.biJ-rldotJO:.tl.&tl!INI:IOt"'t-.riU.-s 
a-t::»->ubl--rJP..""M:>•l•~· 

n.t ~ ~.-..-.\~N .. ....,.,....:...-.wr, :....,. --a. •t 
1..11 \h U ·.tl• olt emu-'-~ .. N . N ....- hml.-.ol ..... nrty )'UU 
oc<>•-""- .... otl.!oY'Ot..'-itl.tt"odbt.•~ltJ'I::>.ra-...ror 
rat.ltlo..tt..., o!: tt. r..;.oral eooutl'tu\1001 h • f•Hr t..Uitloa 
•~""let. I•~· 

TJ-.N•ro·~--~dol.nth<ll:llrllohlo.~""'lohill 

:::,:~~-0~::!!;~:-!,:r~;_!":~·r,:~~=~.:.:•r'~!~ : 11 tor 
utto~ertho.t• , .. ryJ.arr.~aino:it;rort. .. lnN.httart.h 
ot 1M orl.t;lnll Th'rt~.., $toter' .. ,.. "\'::H>ud to t1w odoptl.on 
or thl< er.ot!tu.Uo.--.. !""">' ht--1 wlhuoo4 tho •-Inc rdl,.,.. 
orro.-..n•u•t unokr tl>e.\rtltlu otCOtif#o-4llrath:l •• )'Ott.lw7 
001.-.. 0..-'!'<'ICd to I ""II IIIII.,_, ~U.\110 'MJ' boll<~~ tll;.o<> l•l<loro 
who .-1...-...1 wit!! 11.._, ar.y o~ort h t~h.: a:-<1 , o t 1a ,.._-u-1 
~.-.oh:oU...Sotot.U.,.d lo.,.l t.."'' · 

J....ol, k'l"'"" .. , U.OT!.o<o'O•o.,:Ut.r.lns,"tt_.rott"* 
.. r ,._,.,.t.o ..,l ~.AI~ u:.-o 111 u. ""'•1• ~~ 'Utlo u 1.,.,,. 
,,__1-M.ud"""l~ uoi'J:J3t.. 

I ••ot.. t;__.t o\l 1¥. - .. 1~;.~ ....._~ t. ....... t7 -•f--I<'OU 
.,,_. pYJ>llo'.to V'll .,.,_-!bl''-• ..t UK. hiHI'!> ,-.., h'-cb• • 
TlWpor•t!..,.....! h...,uu- -..;n t .... ,.,.1 • n. Str.t. or .... 
":"ort: 1rNl4 C-0 ... h ciO - Lilli IU ~Of'h •o..U bel -~led 
to ~uh wt"''" ti--c ~el~-bl*""- Ta.&:<Mo ~r ,..,. .I:Dcld on 
tt.oo-:w ~~~-.,.. tl>t ,.. .. :,. .. w orlet .. .-..yott:w. Soutll
tll>otNr--lty...,bo::c.--...! >f\O:t)'fOOt,...UdtJo f1lo 
~~1• ot til· B~ot>- o~ ~"' Ycr'r 0011!~ bo "'1110d '>t lo.t.rot.t. 
u.rlfroo.nd r.ot....,ol< h•-t~pond'='t""-'-lc,._ld loorooo,....r...S 

by c ... r~ the Thin!, It~<"" uc.d t~c 1·~blhity cr tho othor 
p.~ty. 

Iz> tho d-ht of U.oo <l!.o~r\bou thlo e .. otUuU- 1 
c-.--·.t ... "' """Y.ko.oJ'd• -· tuM wSVI u.o rrot.l.._ or 
~ "7"•" or • ,..,• , n-, •• n-ow, tM,.. ""N- uoll
dn.l~ or t1v> fll~ -- ~htnootr.l or U.Oir - llb111tr w 
••td-.oac--4emttlOILI, obrt•II~\OdtaU..lr4oc·'--U.C
aucor _,u.., of 1-t ... Mtl-1 -·· Tho:r-..... 
ofn-1• of ......,,..~J'l r.f..._U .. ~ u.o troM _,.. ...U.ty1 &l'rr.1• 
of 1'111n- :t.t..o~- .. u • • 
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J.o tbe weol<o -~~ u ...,. N hnt:ut ... t ,......, o f 

l toho 1\0'1 .,r<WO<l u .. ConotU11tloo tc• poll H h U orrect, tu 
"'PJIO .. ~\o ol tll!o ::OanaHo~ • ...._lhiiiC .,,. .,. oort ""'' 1"
Ytl)' uhtooeo or Ut.U poJ:!er ort.:olu\ioa lmovl'loo \toe t11t.Uo4 
lul u or J.ooortc,o, wu It otoh ~d. IbM f'l'•uo optnlu vo• ..,, .,.... 
IIIC .. l nol 111M, 110rroovo4 lhUr OJ>POI H\011 to 1"- flOC\ 1~1 l~.t 
CouUhtio~ co~totu4 ,.. Jill of t t ,t>\1. 

fh.,- t•U. o olio -J~rH7 - '"" uUtlcoUoo. "'-' o l 
tho.t.,oeat o~l CN""P•f4oteptu. lnwblohloo,cla4to 

01:1 :Ntc...,.u Coo>tot7 .. -u rorrtu~to4, ~_...,. ro,.....r4 wU!I u. 
llp;)Ml h ,.,. •tonh ....:1. contla.-• of IN Coan,.uo... "'-7 
IIC"fd t~t o "'.....,.'" C•n•nH~Uu for "" 1111.1\M au~u d>o'l.l.14 
cootolll oJIU of:!lcblo- aat the7 ~rop:oeo4 rtUtlcot\oab7 <ho 
ltoU of :S.. To:'c •to Ml !'atth ... oooft4co .. u .. t o Jtll or 
li(;tiu ...,.J.la M rr-cq>~lJ' .. llolutN u ~~ h'otral IUtoo 117 t ho 
tlnt~••to•n-.>.or tMCo .. Ut'>tloo. 

Too &fill l ::- IOU,. UIIU U .... lhh p~ool wlltcll 
..... n ... t..n.. ........ ll7oiA"ll-.rlh: ...sa .. tbNothat
'""' :~.h pn;polllll or 0!11.11 ro:th aM t'<'lofl41:1«• .,., ifr, roo:t 
~:~.'""I)J'theCG~~.U<totOfU .. I:OUMStotuWMal\oo-

I d.o 1101 bow H.at H h allen .. .,. to old•orau oa 
thhpt.ro.,leor tn t. It hpor"-P••frlclut for•~-<~ ...... 
tMI ""•• h ou• .. t r.t"' (01111ratloa "'""" 1?11 LV. 1931 the 
.... rlllftJI.poo;>l th& ... boonfacdwlth llolt.r Ucl iiOU .IIIt7 hl.n 
In \lit lOOCI'WitJ:prtUtd.t he\r • ruu faHhan<l eonfllltnco• b the 
ln\ .. ~117 aM. ...tn7 of the ... uonal oonc~~:~t . 

hnqulro4,...,..t,.lltncobotw-11Uu4 1?M to 
\rlnc l:.oM tht .-uu.U om U•t tMrt"" • .,. ... u oo1u\u. 'M· 
eo• U.lrllo" oopo.rau uat~o. CCN14 not"'"'" •• thlrtoea 

=~':,~!!o;:!l~·~ ~:·::.: ::.~ .!~u!."":c! ~~ ~....ur-
ololp ce-0:::.1•4 ...,u, palieoetl.t.• al,..wf ,. •. 

O.Co rulfiM u .. CoDot~t ... uoa prt...,tM tbo .... uloe 
tf a,., .. ot C'"l.....,.,.t . 'to "'-• t worfllo"l• tan,.,_l of 
,...,.,_,., I U ...,...!., -.ad - ht. ...,,.,. twc.ooll"' poorallo.o 
lO..U.ltlltorhso~tattM_vtoo...,.uH. 

I.Dd ~~ tf'H.t n t or u,. • • .,.'"'"' tM _,., ,... ... 
-ot.l IO _.,_ the Co<tUt\\1:!011 """"""U I n tilt fiiCI of l l'll ..... 
:::~•c..tllld eonad.l\loat t!\1>;. ""n ract4 t!loo Ml1on froa ... a:r to 

T ... t hlt,ntat u l oft!looo hoHbooetho•vhoban nol 
oal4- ' It v\H o.o\ V<Jr~: h ~o.ol ~~ 411111: \1 .,It l>o e~4°-

~~~~:~~~~!~0::."!:1~~;•.,(:~~ ~:t!::'.~":!!}':!!:.~r..:.~~~ l.t.o 
&o"'o\ollntouotroottbaeononlloD vhloh•tMrolntt .. ,_r 
ot17M. 
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CO/.r-'lDI':\fUL: 1be roll.,..tn"' ,..,Jio r..., ·P"II:e or ~t.• Pr-.111d .. llt, 
to be dell'fei"*J frog tho 01''11 ROOII'. or t he A'hlt~ Hnua,., u~t b-> 
bel l ror rele'lle In lkU t lona or 'Ill t:"'""II"'P"f'd a pp .. 'lr1 n~ on 

;;~l~;e~:wk~rt~:~ ~; ~o~. ~$R:; 

Pl.'~!); b.tti.Y 
S'lc:--.t":"J to tb10 h• .11lJ1tnt 



SPDOH C. 1'111 PRESIDDT 

OOISTITUTIOUL oonDTl OI 

POUOHXKEP8I&, I. T., 

SIPTZKBIR 17, 1938 

It 1a with deep penonal diu.ppolnt111ent t hat I tiod 

the aff aire of the world wob that I oiUUlOt be w1tb ., 

nei ghbors in Pougbk.Mpate toda.7. 

That'' grea t -grea t-grandfather, Ieaao Rooeenlt , eat 

in the 11 ttl a old court BOU8e hera one bundl'ed ud tlttJ Jeare 

ago and oaet hh Tote w1th the alta ... ~oritJ in fuor cd 

rat1fioaU on of the Federal OlnaU tuUon 1a a fu.llJ' t.ra41UOD 

of wh1oh I aa prowl. 

!here are t wo wonta i n the ID811ah l&DgUa&e which in 

the beat r4 pol1 Uoal ocmtroUHJ' are ofhn f orgot.ten or 

abua.d - t ba wo:rde •t a1tb1 and •oonti danoe• . It 1a well for 

ue to reuabe:r that a TUJ' hzge •inori tJ of the 1nhab1tante 

of tba original 'ftl.irteen St atu Wfl#a oppoaed ... t ba a.dopUon 

of the Oon.aUtuUon. !bey bad. witnanad the ooaplate f ailure 

of goTei'DIIant under tba J:rt1ol u r4 Oontedtlrattoa - JBt tbeJ 
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were oppoaed to a real union beoauae they bell..,ed thou leadere 

tene tnetead. of etate and local ter ... 

And, belie•• ••· the •le .. re w1.1:h &lara, the patron. _,, \ 
of gboete and hobgobllu -1~ bed--1-HUe to learn 

I wlah that all of you .S.ghl read the cm.ty M'ftpapore ,. 
and paapbl.eh and ha.D.dbUla of l"fttf. reel1Dge ratl blgh. 

Vituperation and lnYeoUYe wer e the rule. !'be State of J e• 

to death l»heen 1he oold- blood.ed Tanka .. of Jew l:ngland. on 

the one eide and 1be pe.ulonate arhtooraoy of the South on 

the other - 11 rou bel1ned one t)'pe of publlolty. !he 

people of the State of Jew York wW.d be rulne<l br lnhutate 

tarlffl and aa a weak ln4ependent nation would be reconquered 

by O.orge the !'blr4, U' you read the publloltr of the other 



_,_ 

Waahlnsion, AdaM, a..tl.\oD and aunton •re abele4 

traiton and dictator. . 

.1' In 'the aidet f4 these cli&trlbee 1:hh COl18Utut1onal 

ConunUon in Poughkeepele •• f aced w1 th the probhm of 

earlDS •r••• or •no•. !ben, aa no•, there nre aen and WOMa 

&!"raid of the future - d.htru8Uul of their own abUlt:r to 

•••t ch&Dgt:d ooD41Uona; lbor~lghifld ln their dog-l n-tb ... 

~~&Dger oonoeptlon of local and ni'I.Uon&l neede. 'ftler were 

afr&ld of ct•ooraoy; afraid o! the trell4 toward. WlUJ; ~raid 

of 1blrtaen Statee beoo•lna one nation • 

.u the weet. went on an4 AD. l .nluf'flohnt nUIIbel' of 

Statee bad apprond the ConeUtuUon W put 1i into effect, 

1 h oppOnente &1: thh OonnnUon, realblng aore and .are 

that ne •err uhhnce of tbat paper orgulsatlon known u 

the tJDit~ Statee of •rloa wu at e'\ake and t hat pUblic 

"to the fact thd tbe eouutuuon oontabl.,. no Bill of R1shta . 



at tbat .a.ent a a.u.ll group o~ ddeg&t. .. , in whioh I aa 

gl ad t o cay Dutcbeu County n.a well repronnted , ouo to&.ard 

d th an appee.l to t he •tal tb and oonti denoe• of the OonnnUoa.. 

Statu ebould contain a Blll of R1gb1e - and they propoeed 

:ra.Uf1oat1on by the State of •e• York •111 tull faith aDd. 

t o t he Sen:ral States bJ' the f1rot Oongreae to .. et ~r 

You and I tD.ow today '\ha't U wu '\hie propoul wh1oll. 

won final adberenoe by a aaal.l ~UL:rS11lj and •ore than that -

tha t th1e propoeal of ' full t a.Ub and oonti denoe• waa 1D 

taot oa:r:rled out by the Oo.ngre .. of \he United St atu when U 

aa.y t b&t when ln al•o•t every senera.Uon between 1788 aDd. 



they h&•e 1n 1:be loag run upreued 1:be1r •tull tal tb u.d 

coatldenoe• 1n tbe 1ntegrUy and eatety ot tbe M.tloaal 

concept, 

brlQg b<*4l the reallaaUon tbat tblrteen separate colonlea, 

bcooae thirteen separate eta1:oe, oould not eurTh'e ac tlolrieen 

eeparate Dat1onal1Un. Leaderebl p toward the thougbt ot a 

\IDlted. naU oD had to be patient &Dd -... . Peraever &J'I.oe nt 

leadorehlp oa.btned wUb p. Uenoe baa aln,Ja won. 

) 
~ r&Utled tbe ConaUftUOIII""'Preunted the OUtline 

or a t or. ot gonrn.ent, fo beco.e a workable 1n11t~ent of 

to adalnietu ~ u great u tbe aen wbo -..ote it. 

aought to r~~ake the OOnet1tu't1on workable ln the t aoe ot the 

nn probleat and oone11t1ou that ba.Te taoed / naUoo tra. 

year i o rear. 



not; ea14 - •u w111 not; wort; U cannot; be 4oue; U ~~~Ut; be 

wh1cb haa ooce down t;o uel trou 1he Oon•enUou wbioh .. t here 

1n the ~er ot 1788. 



Cont \ 1\ution of the tinHed States. 

optaton ree.4• lib a t rowbae):: or toda,)'. 

Then a• n.ow, there were ~~t~n and S'OIIfln afraid. of tl'!e fut ur e -

were atratd or det~ocraey , afr aid. of the tren4 tow!U'4 unity , afraid of 



were only the ~rd1 of a do=ent - an ouH1Re of a foMI of COYtr l'lllent., 

d.epende ur>On the aen who •H and Jude• lt• =••nine, the qn who dYe 

it life , 

Gr .. t natiiJtlll a1o111 baYe •41 lt a ueat Co11.8tlt1.1tlon, &hq 

alone can keep h .uch, 

':he Coo.ttltutl on - the - CJ"(Iup of worde - frankl,r hu 

Wu.oh of our prue nt dq r e.,erenoe for t.he ContthuUon derhee , 

I 11.11 w.re , f roa Ule -.cntneen& adalllletrathe eta.rt u. ••• rtYen. 



Hllt?r~.· 11 alrealb' cartAla tlult Joho ~•ha.ll "' a \;tea.t 

he built a Mtloo b:1 hh broad intarTiraW..tlon ot tha ~wan cranud. to 

tha infant co•srnaent , 

to tts a.Ulnhtratlon. !'hey dadle4 un 10cial tore" saekiD& t? tln4 

a natural equtl1br1UD. TheY wera unequa.l to our nrst lla.•ar; cr1111 --

'lar could. etrllr.a away. 'rha South a.nd. t:.e w.,.,oll ne.Hon Ul etlll u-

piatlnc; the coet of thltr tnacllqu.acy. 

lor a canaratioD attar t~ Ch1l kr tha "" a4aill11\ar111,( tha 

CoftltituUoa .. t bo141T t.'ll orablMI ot tha uw crowt!l of 1111uetry, 

fax Ca111 of 1894 to the no -.n' • la.ll.d 1Hn1-.m 'la&e Ca.•• of 1936 wa• 
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»to~!! •:a 1.-.<r-et~ll::! ..,. ·l ,., rt•• o~ t.a ~ t.~rd eolt~ctl'" blor!!&l IDf • 

.J1.1 .J7•J w.f.o 
Plet0'7 •tll tetl th~t. t h' ----. W"'\" onto the ha ll:a -- ov•l' 

decillion. 



_,_ 

of' t.he b'»r .O'I'e<U:ll btc4 t..d boiMI ~:~o-:-r.l-..4 u; ItO~ b)" I 111.-100d 

or the aajorl't-Y vt' the Su;~nae Court o"'r Ul1r\Y y~ 1'11, {iut tbU 414 110\ 

th" 11nent1n,s optnl<'!UI :!llri~~to: thh ')Pr1o4 or 0111'tl' 1"en1ell f.OI...I, 

Benj-.n.lu Cardozo Ill~ th•ir rel:o.t~J 

I lll&le4 to IIY thet. tn ay op1n1 n we hYe CO!III throu,eh the 411rlzu·~• 

Oe.y. H11 nl ~ trh•nd sl he wee youre , 
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ett.-ot tO IXVl1111 IUid raUOD&lhe th• thl oee they ha'l'e 

t~«U~ehe• -tone.* <if He would not t.prlltOn e •au conUne11t 

111 the palt . 

haTe ehown the wllUngneaa e~~d the eb1l U :r to eervt~ pro Nlll wtt.bln a 
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dr1tt'1Mo4 aero .. our cour.e . 

4r1ftnod fro• ol4 wreelalt 

... , 

wr i t e ita new pace i n conaUtuU onal hht.ory that c i r CUAt\ancet pYe l.o 

John Marthall . 



clotel)' ho-.,...4 ln on ~ .. ~ry siAe, rPCallt the o•errultnc a year 

add• llOrtially or teiiii)Orartly, but will hi an"roprlate tUuaUoat 

carry forwa rd tt11 dseilloce ot tnt us.tt dchteeD aontht and. 

t.ht ability ol de*X:raUc lntUt'J.UOIIt to:~ d.apt iJo J.J.ii1 - 11 111 lart;e 

p&Tt lnthetrk~ln.; . 

rar-~teli!C •en lmD• only too well tht .traln• uoon our • aY 

of Ute of a .-r abroad and itt lurltable eOODOIIlC COIISe4\)eiiCII , h 

trill ~ o.ool ~:&t tor ou.r .,.ople to:~ aoprat•• tl':e reoerC'.ttlloa• ot 

at the bottoa at well ae at the top -- th&t ttwlr syt\ t:a ot cover nmeot 

\c • ., ~h .!.o.J;~J,J .._ -f; I 

bett 11n11 their soci41! ar.d eeoao.l c lnterll\1 -.d:!i be"' WCJl Ju4c:stat, 



L.:>at O!Jl' law wUl oarw.tt t::.• forces of social Ju•tlca within our own 

I hope and 'b41lieY& that t".a court. or toda3 UAdar. l1uul tt:a 

aco undantoo4 tt.a urcenc,y or tl-.et r u .. and of t!".alr pl&ca. 

I bQJ!a and t aHov• - f or 0\U' salr.a nnd the ll&ka of Uta world. -



SPI:lCII OP nil: PMSIDUf 

OOJIIflf\lfi OILU.OOI'IImOII 

POUOHUUSII, ~· l'. 

ID'TEIIID. 1?, 1~38. 

••rt .,, .... tt a re&lllllhll "luau e tllu"llll•••• tll&n 
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I U l . Ulat all 1t ye a atpt ,.,, . tile C .. t J' IMitpaper e 

u c ~·h u.t UnOlll • .r 1?88. -J-,, /,.1 ~ .. 111111 . 

tl Ceatll 'l>ttweu Uo.t .. u-Uetlle ll Yallltu e 1t llew &:ncl&nll ..a 
IIJ.,;f';,' I 

• • Ult • •• t U .e AM tile ~nleate ......_., tt U oe ... u. 

• • tlle • tll••--tr 7, . -.,u ..... , , , tn>e '' ' ' "'ll•Ut. '!'lie 

p u pll 1t Uit Uatl tt llu 'tert. ,.~• ..,, J"dneC '1>7 t a tereU.tt 

/,},.,.{,/ 
hrlt.l'l anc • • a .. u lnhpen'-ent 11at1tnA.Ite "'""-IIUI"ell "'7 

Ch• Pce t:aaft..li'C , t trn reailtlt.e pa 'l>l h 1t71t Ult t tllel' 

~· Wae!Un~•a, A&&.t , Haatlten, Clllltt a wu•• l alleltll 



Jt ~. 
flllrtuA~ t.••••tnc•nenathll, 

Ill•• u- 1117 Dw.ulr.ue C•• ntr ••• well repreullh4., t ue fol""''&rl. 

" \1 
wlUa an appeal to tile taltla ana ••ntU.enee 1 f tll.1 C.n'l'eD.thn. 

ltat u ehoalll eont.&tn a IUl If JUchto -- anol tbu pn~••• 

ra'UfUaUtn .. ,. ~ ltato .r In York 'ln f.t l • &1tll u• 

rr.r 
unfU.uu•,\ .._. a IUl .r IUP,U 1101111. lit P ... IPU7 u"talttell 

" " tlft&l aae ... nu ~~~~a e-.J.l aarct)an .... r •• ~ Ulat - 

Ulat t lllt pre~.alef t.ll f&1Ua ani. u nt1 .. nu waeln fatt 

,.""' ,., '' "'' "'"' " ,. ot » • '"'"' .,.,,.J.I,.. /j-
{IJ UlltJLiul, 



A•trho!U\ pe tplt k&'O'I keel\ tau• •Ui'l t 1•1lar •••hhllt , tlae7 

&a1't ln U.t lenc"" ,--,!1!.•~:'/.JJ::~r • r 
1~1111 !aUk an• 

. '""t ·'· ,k) ' ·f. t; •)- ll:;--
• •ntlhnuln ~naltnill•nnp. 

l t rtqd n• c reat paUtnu k•t• nn 1783 an• 1?88 ~ 

ttpt.Nih naUon&llnu . Wa4trt b l p $t'ttN tkt n_,,.,., tt 

a .nl~•• natltn aa• t~~ • .• pattent •n• •••. J1,.u•t.1 ... .,, ·//,"· , 'IQ 

(',.,. ,J., · ·~t.~ ·~::t:;{';;;;L(Con~~;.,il~,.,:~:.~:~~~ t ullne 

p 1'tMIIItnt Ut .,.r-~,, neeh• aen 111 '"'' rJ , .. Ottl.lnc ~MraUtll 

h jJ .. ,, .. ,Jr... ,; 
A •• rreat • • tilt aen llllt wr.tt u , 

.~.n• Uae crta U t t t ! tUa .,.,.., kun Ult aen 111M ~ 

,......_ ILI1't eo• Pt to a.akt Ult C.nttl t 'ttltD 'lll"Ublt 111 ... , 
\bt tau.: Ultllt11 pNkltatanl. ltnf.1Utnt .au, ka1't!au• 

not .. u- •unllutnrll:; lttannUktf.tnt ; lt•t t 

kt ~ ..... - k• t ratber \bon .tao UYt tppll t • \o Ur.t 

II 
ColltUUtltD o t t .. tlnltt. lta\11 Ult t p lrl\ t! till !t.1Ur. 



aM "n.ruenu whlelll IU.t •••• ••..a ~ " fN• lht C.ll<rtaUen. 

~ fl"t 
-tllU•tt -4a<P4 t lllUlel-t ref l?U. 

,, ""'" ..... "' ~, .. , ...... ~' '"!' ' 
1!:1'-or,let •• 

1t1 t~U pl'lp t 

an• • • n.t1bn.te 
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