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Nearly a hundred years &f!:O, the Congraac of the 

United States, in r esponse to a genere.l public demand , undertook 

to proTide a 111emoriel in the Natio!Ull Capital to tbe fir at 

P resident c£ the United States, GeCil'se 'n&Bhington . Tbere 

rollo.ved n:e.ny years or controver!ly both as to the type or 

mCDarial and as to ita location. Tbe Waahine; ton ~·onw~cnt 

tllr.erged aa tile result or oone;reaaional action . 

Halt a century ego, age.in in response to public 

deoand, the Congress began the consideration or a monument to 

'the lllfl!l.Ory ot Abraham Lincoln -- tile pr eaerver a! tbe Union . 

Years went by and a distinguislled oor.mittee, following tbe 

broad obJectiTes or the originc.l plfln tor tbe developoent ot 

the Na t ional Capital, reoCD!lended the creetion or t ,.ro broad 

axe!l in the general torm or a erose ~- one axis t rom tbe 

Ce.pitol throucob the !.!ell pe_st the Wuhl~ton Uonucent to the 

rinr bank; the other axis trcm the White House pa at the 

Waahlnston t-!onwr.ent groUDd t o another point near the r i ver. 
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In line with thia well considered plan, the Co~reea 

erected the Lincoln J.:eorhl at tt.e en or the lo~er e.zie an~ 

it waa then the clear intention both or tbe Congress and or the 

t:\.BDY planning OOIImtltteea and conm1sB1one who studied the lubjeot 

to corplete the other axle by the erection of a public monW!Ient 

at the fourth corner or the oroea . 

For tar more than t1tty yeare, Thar.e.s .le!!er 8on, the 

tbird President or the UnUed States, bee been r ecogn1z.ed by our 

V oltlzens not only for the out standing part which he took in the 

drafting or the Decle.ration ot Independence, ltaelt, not only tor 

bia authorship or t he Virginia etatute tar religious freedom , but 

also tor the services he rendered in eetabl1Bh1ns the practical 

operation or the AD:erlcan r.overn>:ent ee a dE!!looraoy and not an 

u 

autocracy. 

For T81'7 lt8Jlf years , 1 t hns eem~:ed appropriate that 

with Washi ngton end Lincoln, his servioee should be held in 

m~E~ory by the erection o r a monument or equal dignity. We are 

breaking ground, today, tor euoh a ttEI!'Iorio.l. The CollBresa or 
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tl'e United States, through a d1st1neuhhed Ca:7~1aa1on, ho.s , 

a!ter lo~ cona1derat1on, oboe en tbia eite and ado tbl first 

appropriations tor tho erection or the ThOIIlls Jetrereon l'emorial. 

In the days to come , the !!11ll1ons or AJr.erloan citizens 

wbo ec.oh year vial t t.b.e flatlom:.l Capital will baTe a sense of 

gr a titude thot at last en adequate permanent Ne.t1onnl !~emorial 

to Tt>cmu Jefferson bee been placed at this beaut1rul spot because 

aa the Joint resolution or the Congrus says: "Tl'e American 

people teel a deep debt or grat1tude to ThOl!ll.s Jettereon" and 

"honor t he services rendered by him." 

(bxt/,~~ -.. -.. ;~,~-/. 
?• .. /7 "rl) 



.wtR~SS ar u PRJ:aJ:D£Nr 
At th• cer~ ot GrouodbrMkiJa& 
tor the Tba.e J'attar.oo r.:-rU.l 

lil'eahinston, 0. o. -
~ceaber 1~, 1~38, 2.&1 o ' olooll:, P.M. 

'ride • a'P)rial in the (N'aUone.l) ~Capital to the t1ret 

Preetdent or the i.lllited Statea, etorge Waehingtco . There rollO'IIed 

lllllll)' yeera ot coo.tro'l'eray both 11 to the tne ot mecor1el e od aa to 

the Coft6Haa hpo the cooeldere.Uco ct e. mooumeot to the memory ot 

t.bro.hu Lincoln •• t he preeer'l'er ot the Uolon. Yeere went by and e 

41et1ngu1ahed ccautt .. , tollowtn.a: the bro..d objeoth" of the oris· 

to the ri'l'er b&nll:, .!!!.! the other ezta tra::t the Whltl Houaa pee\ the 

Weeht~on lolon\1:\ent (grouod) to e.oother point neer tbe rtnr. 

In Una with tbte well cone1dare4 plan , the Coagraaa arl!<lted 

the Lll:l.cola r.:-.ortel a t th• •Jid ot the loager axle ud it"' thea the 

clear 1nttut1011. both ot the C00ge11 11111 ot the ~~~~ pllllnlq cOD:IIt tteee 

and ccadaai011.1 who 1Jtu41ed the 111bj10t to oc.plete the otbar ada ~ 

t he l'fhl\e Houae to the rher by the e rection ot e. public lfoODUMot et 

the tourth corner ot the croea. 

:rcr tu more thaD tttty yMre , 'l'bomle J'ettereoo, the thlt'd. 



YrulUn 11. aoo.e ... u J.tb:rarr 

'Tble hI tranec:rJpt •4e by theWIIIU 
aou .. etenol(1'nphe r fro. b 1e ebor thtln4 
note• tPen at tl:.e t111e the e"Peeeh ••• 
111d1. undorlinln&: in41oetu lfO'Mil 
e~~; tellJ)Ora."ICotaly "dde.t to the prevtouely 
prepared readi ng o0])7 Uu: l . · J odie t n ' 
per entb"'' Gre word• t hot wue ,.ttted 
when tbe s peech wu dellver e4 , tbouch 
tbe7 eppe'U'.in Ule J).J'e?JOS»).J prepe..red 
rette!.IJII coJ17 tut. 
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Pretlhn~ or tbe UD1U4 State., , hu Me n recoph.M by our o1Uun• 

not Ollly for the ouut~t.~:~.dizl& pe.rt 1Chh he took Ul the V.tUnc ot 

the Deel&re.Uoa ot IMtpell4ence hteU', DOt only fol' bit eutborahtp 

of tbe Virginia •~tute toT rel1g1we t'r-Hdaa, but aliiO for the .. M'-

teet be r~dered in ettabl1eh1~~,g the praotletl ope,.tlon of the M.ar

tcan 0ol'ert1lllllnt a a e democracy and not .!.!. an autool'8Cy. 

Por nry ~ Jetrl, it hae t...e4 approprittl tbat with 

Walbtllfj;ton qd L1ncolll, btl eel""ficel lhould be held 1.11. ._.,. by the 

erection or a mon~!lt of eQ.Ubl dtp1t7. 1fe a r11 bN&k1~ Jr0Wid1 

today, tor auch a me!IIOrtt.l. The Congren or the United Statea, 

tbroush a d1tt1D8U11hed cc.a.1u1on, Moe, after lOll.& contl.4en.t1oD, 

cbo .. n this site a.ad •de the t1rn approprt&U o:ta tor the uect1011 

of the~~ 1effeUOII l.:.ortal. 

b the d.l.ye t o c~, the nilllona of klerlcan c1t1tena who 

.. ob yeer Tblt the National capital will han a ~tue or grtt1tude 

tbtt at latt , at. lO!!fi l•n a.n ad.,quet.a ptor:::.auut NaUonal l:~rlal 

to ~· 1atfaraoll baa b"ll placed. a t. tble bee.ut lf'ul lfPOt btcau.M 

•• t.ha loltlt. Raaolutlon or the Coo.cr•" aaya: "'l'ba kllr1can peopl e 

feel • deep debt ot jJrt.tltude t o Thonu J'affe.reon" and "honor the 

ADd !lOW I 8D about to pr .. aut a !p!!.da to l!r. Clbb<liWl IUM! 

aak him , in !Ill behalf, to turn the tlrat place of ... rth . 
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Co\\l'Tl<lh n ... ~ •-I'll:• or t.t .. ""•tt•nt, to H 1>..-4· 
iiit""'iTtMg_b,..&ltlllf:fortMTI'I-oJorr.ro"" 
1110-1•1 ill Ut.oMnr;t"" .,. o. .. .w.r 10 , 10~, ki.IST ~ 
I!El.D m COliFJto:CI VVTIL R!lb.J!!), 

IIOTBo J!el"oolno•Hti.,...otdl.-.p'l!4'"1'11ppurlnt, 
ontheotr .. toliOTURI.II:Mthonl o:IOo'oloot, P.II., 
S.ot•rnltt.,.,._ri1'1"~0..b.frU,INI• 

r.I:P!I:J~T 
ho,.u.rytothel'nddont 

~~.&rl7 • """d. .. .s ~· ·~·· u. ,_... .. or u. Va..luo4 
lt.t.o, Ia ,...,,_too p• ... l P"'bllo d-..1, -ton"" to pro-
Y14o 1 ... rlol lo tbt lf.U-1 C.pU•l to u.. tlrot ...-.oHnt ot 
tht "'--t.d n.tu, Goor"" Ut.lhl~OI'I. tloo,. foll-.d ~ 7""1 of 
OOGtr-uy k\h u t<> tl>o """' or •Mrlf<l 1101 •• to IU loeou .... 
TM W11hl""011 ~ot '""'' eM u the ,.. ... 1\ ot • ""D'••ol-1 oeu-. 

llt.lto """~"Y'I"• opbohnop-"top,.bllo d-..:1, 
the c-.ntrou Hpn tM conaido,.uon of o a-..t to tho-)' or 
Ab,..."*-Lino•h -· tl"p,...urwrotU..Unlon. Yoore .. ntb)'oondo 
dh\111(\lloM<I e-ltU~, tollowJn& ' "" w ... .s objntlwo cr t!lo orlr,i,..l 
pl MtOf'thedn,.lopaont<>fthllft.t1-10opltd, no.,..nd"<<thl<>rnt1.., 

of two WoN '""'' in tbe ,.,_,..I tON oro ''"'"" •· (11"110 uh f'r"" tlw 
C.plt~l thr'""r,h u,. llo.ll put U• w .. hlnl\'.00\ 11-t to tho ~t"r 
bt.l'lll:tU..othel" u.htr .. the11h1t.llot.i"P"-'tho .. lhil".ct ... )i-nt v...,.. to ....utM~ potat ••r tho ~h•r• 

lA liM with UU1 ... n ........ 1 ...... pl.NI, tho CO<lt"''tl .,....,u.l 
tM 1,.1Mola-l.altt tM•nd oro.. lCIIIQir ub end 1t ••U•"tlw 
•I..- bot.r~tl<a bGtll or tlot ~n t114 of \lot •IV' plooaDIIIC .._tta.o 
~ •-ut-- o~ted the """~~t to ~loto t M etlwr llrlo '117 
tlw oNetl• o t • pubUo --t •t tho tiOill'th •-r ot tho .......... 

,.,. tar -.... u.... nn7 r-•r•, r-• Jorr.oncn, tbo tMrC 
'"•Uoa\rott.hoO..lt.odSU.too,bit.o\IMQ~oedb)'<ro~rcitto•• 

•ot ml:y tor t "" ""tot••U"' po.n. •tot. lie t- 1n tM drotU..,; of U. 
t.tltrotlOOI ot r-,. .... .,,_, Uoolr, •O't 01\l)' f« kit .utllonll1p or 
U. Ylrclnl• ot.t~t. r.,.. roUct .. u ~ ... but •Ito rw tM Mrrlc•o 
llo ..-• ..,. ln utobllo~tar;th'> prLOti""l .,..rotten ottho-'-rl ooll 
COft ..... atUo d. ... <>e .... G:¥" 1 n:l. not .... ~tOOroO)'o 

rorwry•DYJ'<I•ro , lthu-opp~Optlo.t•thnw:ith 

U.thln(tot~~nd l.lnooln, Ilia •••"lou &hOIIId M hll~lll _.,ryeyth& 

•I'Oatlcnof••-ntot oq""ldtr,nl\y, ifotl,.\>t• .. kl"'lrtt.tnd, 
to4f.)', ror woh • M aoriool. tho c....,.. .. , or tho lllllt.M lto.to1 , thi'O~Ih 

odhtln&uhhood C!lal!u lcn, llooo, oft.ft l OIIt;OGnO!donUOO\, """"•n thh 

~~-~~ .. ":!:..,!~1~trot •Pf~rl•tl.,. tor tho ,,...,u .... ot tho Ttl...._. 
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