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SOCI Al. SECURITY 

MES~.\G~: 

PRESIDENT Of.' THE UNITED STATES 
Jn....,..II. UJt '""""'._.,_ ,l>o_ ... . _.,~ , .. , .. , 

n.. v ft.........,tw.tboforolbo-tellMiollowlrc 
_.,.,,_lhe~oflboUI'IitM ... ttt.wblell ... 
..._-..,thl.he-P&Jl11ncpopon.'ftll"ffm-Mtolbo 
c-t~~~t ...... P'tnanel_onlendiO'-prift~: 

f'o/IM~N<JiliM(I-$/alu: 

,_.,_,._ I _IOU..-,.to>-~a 
-...-tqa rep>ft llftbtc:-.tNM .,_.., 
~.lalllat_l ......... thU.~
tbo-latoilawllft.ha-llfpntctiOD.f« 
.....,.._IIIU..tnp:ll1.. n.eo..r---
thU..._-UODIWMIIOdiQ'.., ..... Ibo_~ 
=-~-doctt""-"""""U.ioroJIII ... ~IIf-

ftllallrtbu_pi:Jo,__tu_lool ____ 

Mot'tthultwouwl...,..half..wloooi..,...Oid""'*· 
~loll:>d--~tchllclrfl!l ... _...:tt•· 
... ""'"""Cicuwlhwlw>t~tothen~t-ntofahall 
lllliiOIIIOOilan a JW.r 
,.,,...-aheli..,IHklnu~--hew.--wd 

Olll..llf·~ ~t. aii'IOWIUIII to l tOCI,-.- dUrlnl the .... ,.. .. 
AI'W<IHIIIold·&ft!niW""&DOtl)'lltm.thtla~"IUIOtrla-

l"'ol llak.Jnd......- atum~.l>ubeenQillana.tcl..-11 

Ulldtr l ttfleftllaY'Ib<enaHI.IIIIndh1d"""1 - nu-n,. 
ti.MUOO-wl>o.....,.~!l~-10 11111 1>0111:~ 
ofapftratt lnoun--J. 
lna(l(ljU<III."'"'*"''beflllendld~Uinllw 

6el4of,.......~--~-bllltalioll.-~
CIIIIdw.tl.lan.lliWimaud~-.,.,..... .. t.ha 
lodooi-17""'-

WtllaWartiNI.ollie--oflbo- .. a. .. -
1ntbo~-lheflioc:1lll~tJ".o\CI.-.bl-.lol_. • ...... ------~~~-~1( ...... -ca-.-.-oflhe--.. ba ... _ 

-t.o~IWMI~IW ............. 
.. ._ .. ,.. rli 



Therefore l recommend that Ule State~ be required, u a ton· 
d.IUon tor t.he reerJpt or Fe4ert.l fun&, to Ntablllh and 
malnt&ln a m.trlt II:J'Ittm tor the ttlecUon of ptrtonMI. Such 
a reQuirtment would rtPrtKfll a ~Uon lo the State. and 
dtl#nl U'lertof rather Ulan an eneroaehment by lhe Fed· 
eral. Ooft:mrntnt. since It would automa.Ucally promote tm
dtney and dlm.Jnate the ntcfta1ty for m.Jnute PfderaJ. acru
Unyof81ate opera.Uona. 

I unnot too tt.ron&ly urae the wbdom of bulldln& upon Lhe 
prinelpkt contained In the P~Utnt SOCial 8ec:urtty Act In 
atlord.lna artater proteet.lon to our people rather than turn· 
lng to unLrted and dcmonltrt.bly un50Und panaceu. Aa I 
atated In my mcMaac 4 years aro: "lt '* overwhelmtnaty lm· 
portant to avoid any dana:er of ptrmanently dl&ered!Una: the 
IIOUnd and neceaan policy of Peden.! teaatatlon for eco
nomic 1teurlt7 by au.cmpUns to apply It on too ambitious 
a -le befon actual e~rlenee hQ provided. suldanee for 
the permanently aafe d!rtcUon of tueh dl'on.t. The place 
of auch a 1\mdamental In our future ci9\U...Uon t. too pre
dou. to be ~rdi!ed now by utrayqant action." 

We lhaU mate the mast orderly prGCf81 II •• look upon 
&Oelal teeurlty u a devdopment toward a foal rather ttt.n a 
ftnlshed product. We &hall mate the mOIC. luUna Pl'OCJ'eSS 
lt•erecorntzethataoelalteeur1tyunfumllhonly a base 
upon "'hlch each one of our citizen• m1.1 build hit Individual 
.eew"'t.y throua;ll lilt own Individual ctloru. 

FU~txr.IJt D. Roo&cvu.T. 
Tin: w,..n. Hovaa, JanuiU'J' 11, IPU. 

UIM0-11110 
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THI! WHITI! HOUSE 

T!le Predoer~t. ..,, t.hie~ h the 

-1!11111&• LO Co~rdll 0!'1 Soe \al Seear itt an;! 

dJonea 



1'0\U' 1 P 1'3 ayo I aent. t.o t.bl newly convened C011.gress a IICII!ltlfl 

tro.na&lt.tlnl" 11. roj)Ort of the CoiU:I.it.t.ee on Econolllic ~GcurH.,y . In t.hu.t 

.. ll!lllf,O I urged that Con~aa cond'n tho eno.ct..nt into U• of the 

pro, rtu:1 o!' protection for o:.1r p.ople o01Uln.:d 1n t l'!lt rel'ort. The Con rttU 

o.ct.ec: u.,on tt.at rttcc~tt.on ro.nu t.oJo.:r e tllve t.no .::<JC!Joil ::t~curh,y ,.ct. 

in e!feet t.hro·.~;.·hout t.!.e lf'n~- th no brMGth of our coa"Ot.cy~hie •. ct. hu 

aayl.J' proyeC. it.$ essentt&l 30\lnCJ.n,,IIB.P.i:.-. t..'Um t.o ana <lne half •1li1C'I'I 

nMdy ole' ,oople, l''ltt-dy blind ner~one , " " de;~noent c:dlf.r<n ere now 

~ce1v1rt · Q'etemat1.c emd h-.a-.ne """tatltnce t.o u .e ex tent. of a n:lf billion 

dollar s a yenl".~hree anc. a lw.lf 111lliion uncl'lploy!'d !.IE:rtone tuLYI n.cetved 

out of .or k bo.ne!.'its a.ount.ina: to t400,~,000 durir.J.> t he lnet yero.r.~ 
!cderotl old age insurance aya t.ea, the L•T(ee t Wldertekine of it..l kind l'llr 

uccounta coYcrin• 42, ~,000 peraonn eho -.v b4l llkcn"<i to tr.e policy hol.d.tore 

of a private 1n:;;uram:e c~.~ ad.J.1t.10ll t. • ..,n an t~ aplcn<Uc! aceca<'ll.:Jr_,.. 

•nUs in the field. o!' public lwo11.1t.1 , YOC:Ii.t.ional relabUitlltion , •temal and 

cl'lll.Q welfare &no rell.t"CC a~rvieea , -.de possible b7 t he ~id f>eeurit;y Act. 

ole m.,e a rlrht to be proW or t '• ·ro ron " hwe .::de in the a tcrt 

U• the Soci•.l &>earity toc t. I\.. a beun in o~ration . Honver , e vo.J. be 

derelict in our r...spon11ib1llt.y lf we dtd not take acivnnt.are of t.he e)r}lOrlence 

•• M'l'lll aec1111ule.ted to a trenothon and extond ita p:oovtaion11 . 

I aub.it !or your conslderatlon a ropo1·t or t . .e Social :lecuri~ Board , 

which, at f13 directiCII &.llCI in ACCOrOwlce trith t t. cont;reaaiona.l ancic.~ 

/ 



- 2-

contuinod tn t,;~e So<lu.J. Security •• ct. itllelf, twa be .... n aaae•blin~ du.tA , wHI 

dtvolo1 U1(o. ••¥• u.nd ..,an& of i.apl'Ovinr tha oper a tion of the SOcial .ioeuri ty 

'·'':.~~ _J 

I putielllarq c&ll att.ent10l'l to tt.e dell1ro~-b1Uty or e~fford!.n :ore&ter 

old aee aecuri ty . Tf,.., "'po-t (;Uf:f"Ute a t~fold IIPi'NM~h .-h.ich I believe 

to be sound. One wt<y 1z1 to begin the pny.ent. ol' 110ntbly old ,.,. insuranc11 

bone!ite aooncr , and to 1!1-e-rolhe tho btnorits to bo !~~<id in t.l,. earl,y 

;y-.rs. !he ot.hor -..y la to t:III.ice proportionu.tely ~,;;er .'"edeNol ··rto_nt.s-in-aid 

to tm.se atatu wtt.h u..tt.ed tl:scal oa.~eit.lu, ao th•t ttw¥ ....,. prorlt.e 

.ore wie-·UIIlt.e •••ht&nce to tho10e 1n n~ed . ':';:.ia result er.n nd ab,ol.ld bo 

III.CCOG.plisb .. -<1 in 11uch a wa,y a a to involve little, i f MYo additlont.l coat to 

t he Fedu..l Govorn-ont . Such a ~:;etl'.od ••bodi ea a principle tb!.t lii"Y 1/Gll be 

t.ppliOO to ot.l•r Fed.arul gl'llnts- in-10id. 

I a.lao call att.entlQil to the dealrabilit.," of atfordin., frtMlt.er protact.1on .._.. 

t.o depenclant chUOren. Here sg&in t.• r e1 ort au,: ... el!.ts a t~fold •Pl l"'Olch 

which I Mlleve to M 10und. One qy it. to extend OW" Jlcdorto.l olO 4lje insur

anco cyste• ao •• t.o provL:ut reg.U..r .onth.I.,J benetit..e not. onl¥ to t.i-. •red 

but W.so to t.he de~ndent chil aron or ..OI'k<'re ~in· befora reaching r.til'(l.ent 

111.p;e . The othtr way 1a to Uberallve t.l• rederal erant->1r.-nid to tbe atatoa 

to help rwnee a"iatanc- to dt!»n<ient ehilt.ren. 

that the benetltll be oxt.er.ded to all of our people aG r apidly u a4Ainl6trat1ve 

experience ltnd public understanding pentt. Such an extenllon 1e pnrticularly 
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l11portant 1n the C&lCII of t.f.e Fed1u•4l OlCI Ofl 1nt.W'IUlC8 6)'8tell . tven 

without a.er.diiiCnt tile ole a&:• 1nnurr;nce benefits p..:yabll t.n t,.h, ~rly years 

o.re •e:ry Hbcr..l 1n eo•J)Ill"i~oo "~;ith t!w• t4xee po.U. . Ti.i:1 1: neceeuriq 

ao in o!"'!cr t.tnt tJxae bcnefite .ay acco.pliah t.halr ptU'fiOM of loNaWlins 

<iepen<ieney. But t.~oil ve:,- fact cr-ea~e tl• neceuity of extonulll thla 

protection to us b.rre a proportion 11 posaible of O'.ll" e11ployed ropuJ.a tion 

in order to uvot!! unfnir dlccrt.inr t ion. 

UUch or the eucee11e of tho:~ Soeld S.curit.y Act te due t.o \.he fsct 

tint all or the rroc;:l'a.llll cmt.W..ned t.n ti:1a act (with «~e n~l~t')' ,xcaptJ.on) 

ton~ aa.11'.111tereci by tb.l etatea t!-.a.h .. , bat cooi"Ciin teo. and p.rt.Wly 

financed by the fodoml. ~m...r.t . 11-..ia •thod bla given ua flexible 

adllini:Jtntion, ¥1\d iY\1 eJWI.bled ·.u: to put ti .. ao pi'O, ~~ into OpoU•at.lon 

quickly . JIO"Aever, in eo..e etatt!a ineo..petont u11d politictl.lly do...iMt.ed 

per:;onnol t.'.a been diotlnct.ly tara...f'ul. . TMreforo , I recO!altnd trot U.. 

at.t.tea be rel'u.ir.d, aa a eQXiit1oo for t.he receipt of f'ecieral funuc , to 

eot&bliab end. Mint.Aln e .::rlt BJ~te. tor \.ht aelec:tiOll of peraonul. i;ueh 

re.thcr t ren nn onc:roo.c:._nt by t•• rederf>.l t,;overrwcnt, s ince 1\. 011ld 

auto&:!.tlcal..Q' pro.ot.e efficiency lilld ellaJ.n&to the noco:~::~lty for~~ 

federal ~crut11!y ot 1tat.e operation~ . 

I cannot. too etl"Onf'..lJ' urn t.hc wiedos or buildlnt: u!)OI'l th.l principles 

contained in t.he pr .. ent. Soci.&l. S.c:url~ act. 1o artordtncl crut.n prot.ectioo 

to our people , ratblr t.hlln t.urn~ to \.1\t.ried and de-c:oetmbl.r un:~o\01 

pallaceae. AI I lt.ted 1n IIG. aella&fe tour yoaro 1(!:01 •It b ovenrhel.ainc;ly 

blportant t.o avoid aey- danger of penll!lllont\J' dbcr edltint; t he ~ound and 

neceuary policy of Federal legislation tor econOIIic security b7 11t.~.pt.ing 
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to appl.T it. on t.oo Pbitiouw a acde before actu.l uper ience ba• prorided 

JUidanc. for the per..nent17 aate dil"eCUon ot such ettor ta . !be phce or 

•uch • f\\Ddt.111tntel i n our future civ1111.at.1on 1e too preciou• to bto 

jeope.rdhed now by extravagant. action. • 

lie eball .. ke the aost. orderly proaress it we look ~o~pon s oohl 11ecurit.)' 

ae a devalo&*flnt. ton.rd • goel rat.har than a :1n1shed product . !'Ia ehall 

-.ka tba .oa t luting rro&re•• 1t n rec<>enh• that. 11ocial 5ecurlt.y can 

f'unllab o~ a ba5e u,an which oach one of our cit.t:ens =ny l:uild hia 

indhidual s ocur1t.1 through hla own 1odiY1dual efforts. 
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