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GENERAL JOHNSON , l'RI!NDS: 

I 8.Jn prouO to receive t b19 anrd. And I like the 

oroe.d aptrit or good will '4tl1oh pi"CCDpta toe beato...al. 1 lUte 

alao to tbi nk that no • tter bO'.t d1Yerae sno oon!'lioting and 

mutually contradictor)' our Tiewa may be on •117 number ot 

questions e.nd policies -- t her e rema ins one i aaue u:t:~on 'Mlioh 

we are in cctnplete accord . »at>odied in the .to'ederal 

Con stitution and insrained in our nearts and souls ia the 

national convict ion that e·nry aan has an inalienable risbt 

to worship God e oeording to tne dictates or nUJ own conscience. 

Arter all, the aP.Jor1t7 or Alrericana, wne ther they 

adnere to the ancient t eacnins ot Israel or accept tne t enets 

or t he Chris tian reli81on, no.ve a oommon source or inspira tion 

in the Ol d Test ament. I n the epirit or brotherhood we abould, 

tbererore, seek to e~~~;ptulaize ali tnoee many essentia l tbinge in 
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wbLcn we tlnd unity in our comon B1bl1cnl heri t ase. 

I t we labor in tha t apirit me.y we not hope to 

attain t he ideal put fer th by tbe Prop be t lllcah: "And 

What dotb the Lord re'}ulre or t hee, but to do Jus tly, a nd 

to to·re mercy, and to wa ll&: numbly wttil tny God?" 

-- __ c(-J.LJ/~ 
v ?.;~/".; '/) 



l!r. Prt!aident.l Aa • _.,. ot Uv> Ccn Utcco or t,l'Vd or ':'he Arlf'rlun 

•'':'brew ~ t.o honor t.he outaundin,. Hl"'ti~ ot ttwo r.u- in ,ronouns bett..ar und~rst.andt.ne: 

betwftn Christiana and Jew. , l MTt! been asked b;' t.hllt C«nittft to erteet U.s unanll:iovs 

decieion, by presentiJli to :rou. this ch1c honor . 

Trophies !or your went service to h1u.:a.nity have been dey. Dut in this 

bcl'l':l.lderln&: day ot 1nacmsat.e pr ejudice and btlrbuic persecution, I doubt. U' eey n.s better 

clesei'Ted or .ore iapart.ant. . 

Jews, Catholics an:!. Protestants - ~; then the outst.P.ncl.ln;: leaders 

or each croup - your political to].l.(M'~o and those w1'lo disagree ldth ,ou - had no 

heo1t'lt1on l'rt>..'Ltevcr in u.a.:d.n3 this ~. It rcprcscnt.a: their coi'TViction tM.t you have 

done ar.ore t .. •1an arv mn to reconcile t he silly di!!ercnees ot those ueparat e faith:~ to 

un1Tenal brotherhood in the !car :~nd love o! God . 

But it apcnk:3 o! n-en t:10re ~r.n that . ':'be old pil.lu:s ot our chillu.t.ion 

sec to be roekina· The-J are !alth in reU:ion, in the pro:zi:ms ot r:en and n.&tions, and 

a decent respect !r:11: the ri:hts and d.1::nlty ot undcrpriviler;ed or oppretssed ninorlties . 

I! th<'rc Yrere no ether contri~tion in your c11stintuishod career to the welfare o! t he 

woTld, it =t be acknolacd~ !oNNer that you hne done ;:ore to anken t he con::sei.enee 

o! ycwr country to the c!.c!cn:se or t.'lose pr"inciplea thM any &nn o! your tU. and 

ceneration - here or a.eywhcre :a.t ill. 

It 1s a:~ honor !ar beyond Ul'f •rit ot ::dnc to be e.'losen to sq this to 

yw. Out, 1! you will Pance at the llst or your clbtin..."''lished !ellow-eithcns 'lltlo 

unanil:loU#l;r made t.hia awnrd , you will sec tho.t I act on!:" as a sort o! Charlie tcCa:rtJv 

!or Ber &cns of the best hcaTts and JCincb in :rour country - ncn or the utr.loat. diver aity 

ot opinion. let they are united in this tributf!. And, J.? . President , thnt 1a deooc.rncy 

ot t;h1ch you are t.he ncet 41st1.n~u.ished chan;non in t.'lis c!an,;;erous world . U trouble 

c«MJa, t~ wo:'ld an,y ~ !rca this ~your country wUl unite to sup:xrt you . 7hat1 I 

think, 1.o the true :~eanii'IB of thb f'.edal. And so, rv olcl l'rieJII!.1 ttl.trercnces ot opinion 

do net. count in our country at such a t ime. It ill wiUl. a he.v-t !'ull o! pride - in t he 

1\!l&C! ot distin:ul:~hed countr)'l:~oen - t hllt. I otter you this c.edal . 
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