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SPEECH OF THE PRESIDEllT 

PAil .uiERIOAll DAY 

APRIL 14 1 1939, 

Tb.e Amerio!Ul family of n11.tione paye honor tod.ay to 

t he oldest and most euooenful a.eaool&tion of sovereign 

governments which exists in the world. 

7ew of ua realize that the Pan k!lerican organha.t1on 

as we know it bc.s now l!.ttained a longer history and a greater 

catalogue of achievements than any aim1lar gr oup known t o 

:aod.ern h1atory . Jus tly we can be proud. of it. With even 

more right .e can look to 1t aa a a~bol of great hope at & 

time when much of the world finda hope dim and difficult. 

Never was it more !1 t ting t o salute Pnn American Day than i n 

the s tormy preeent, 

For upwards of half a c:Pntury the Republica of the 

Jeetern World have been working together to promote their 

Oollllllon c1v1lh at1on under a system of peace. Tha t venture, 

launched so hopefully fifty years ago, baa succeeded; the 
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American ho1ly i s today a greAt cooperative group facing a 

troubled. world in seren1 ty and o&lm. 

Thh euoceae of the Western Healephera h 80ID8tiaee 

attributed. to good. fortwta. I do not chare that view. There 

are not wanting here all of the: uau&l rhalriee, all of the 

normal hu:u.n dea1rea for power and ezp&neion, all of the 

oointllero1al proble111a . The Amerioaa are au!ficiently rich to 

ha:n been themael vu the object of daaire on the part of 

cTeraeaa goTernD.enta; our traditiol'.C in histor y a.re u daepl7 

rooted in the 01~ World oa o.re theca of ~ope. 

It wa.e not accident that prevented south Alllerioa, 

and our own west, f r oiD sharing the f a te of other great &reaa 

of the world in t he nineteenth centur y. we have here 

d1vere1t1ea of race, of language, of ouat0111, of natural. 

r uouroee, and of intellectual forces at least aa great aa 

t hose which prevailed i n Europe, 
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Wha.t was it that has protected ua from the tragic 

1n•olvemenh which ue today llllLkl ng the Old World a new 

cockpit of old etru.gslea? Tbe anawer 1D ea81ly found. A. 

new, and powerful ideal - that of the community of na.Uona - 

sprang up at the aue U111.e that the .werloaa became free and 

independent. It waa nurtured by atateemen, tblnkeu and 

plain people !or decad.ea . Gradually 1 t brought t ogether the 

Pan A:le rican group of goverMenta ; today 1 t baa futed the 

tl:inklna: of the peoplU, and the dulru of their reaponelble 

repreaentativea toward a oommon objective. 

The result of thh thinking baa been t o shape a 

typically Ameri can 1nat1 tution. 'nlia h the Pan A..,erLcan 

g r oup, whi ch 110r ka in open oon!erenoe, by open agreement . 

We hold our oon!erenoea not as a reault of ware, but u t..'le 

ruult of our will to pea.ce. 

Elsewhere in the world, t o bold con!erenoea auoh aa 

oura, wh1ch. meet avery f1ve yeara, 1t 1a neceaaary to f1ght a 

major war, unt11 uha.uatton o r defeat at l engt h br1nga 

government& together t o rooonatruot t h.e1r ahattet'e4 fabr1oa . 



Greeting a conference at Buenos J.lrea in 1938, I took 

occasion to aay: 

• 'l'be ml\dneaa ct a great wo.r in another part 

ot the world would affect us and threaten our good 

in a hundred waya. And the economic collapse of 

any nation or nations mutt ot neceastty harm our 

own prosperity. Can we, t he :republlos of the New 

World, help the Old World to avert the oataatrophe 

which b1pend81' Tea, I am confident that we can. • 

I atlll have that oonfidence. There 1a no fatality 

•blob forces the Old World t oward.a new catast rophe , Uan are 

not pri soners of fate, but only prlooner s of their otl'n m1nde . 

They ht\ve •lthln the~aelvea the power to become tree &t any 

moment . 

Only a few dll.ya ago the bead of a great nation referred 

to hla countrJ as a 1 pr1aoner• of the llediterranean. J. little 

la.ter, another chief of otl'te, on learning that a ne i ghbor 

country had ae;reed to defend the lnd.apand.ence of another 

neighbor, charaoterh:ed that agreement aa a •tbrea.t•, and a.n 

•enclrcle:Dent.• Tat there h no aucb thing as encirollng, 
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or threatening, or h•prilloning any pu.oeful nation by other 

pu.oe!ul na t1ona . 'lfe ha.•e r eaeon to Jtno• this in our own 

experience . 

For tne tanoe , on the oooa.aton o f a vielt to the 

nel ghl>ortng Dominion of Canada la.et fiUIIIDl&r , 1 stated that 

the Unl ted. Sta tes would join in defending C&.na.da wor e ehe 

8Tar attacked from overaaae. Again P.t Lima, in December, 

the twent~·-one A:cerlcan nati on• j oined in a declaration 

tha t they woul d coor dinate their ooiDIDOn efforts t o defend. 

the integrity of t heir ln11 tltut1ona f rom any attaok direct 

or indi rect. 

At Buenos ..Urea , i n 1936, all of ua agr eed that in 

the e•ent of any war or threat of wnr on thla continent we 

would consult t ogether t o r aiDOva or obviat e tha t threat. Yet 

in no cue did any American nation rege.rd any of theee 

undar at andlnga as ma.klng any one ot t hem a ~prisoner•, or 

ae •ano1rol1ng• any American OOW'ltry, or as a tbre&t of 

any •ort o:r kind. 
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u:eaaur .. of tbh kind taken in this be111111phera a:re 

taken ae gua.ranteea , not of war but of peace, for the a1mple 

reaeon that no Mtlon on th1a hemhphere baa any w1ll to 

a,ggreuion, or any desi r e to utabl1ah 4om1nanoe or ... ter1, 

Equally, beoauu we are interdependent, and beca.uae we know 

it , no d.'ller i oan nati on seeks t o deny any neighbor aooeu to 

the eoonom1c an4 other r esources which it must ha•e to ll•e 

in proaper1 ty. 

In th8RII circumstances dreua of conquest appear to 

us as ril!iouloue c.c they are criminal. . Pledges designed to 

prevent aggreaaion, accompan1e4 by the open doors of trade 

and intercourse , and bound together by ooc:a.on will to 

cooperate peacef\l.lly, ma.Jt:e warfare betwenn u.e as outworn 

and uaeleaa as the wonpona of the Stone Age. We 1110.y proudly 

boast that we 1u1.ve begun t o real1t:e in Pan American relation• 

whnt o1v111u.t1on 1n 1nteroouzee between oountr1ee: really 

~~:eane . 
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It that proocoa OM be euooeoeful here, h it too much 

to hope that a a1m1lu intelloctu&l and ap1r1tual prooeaa may 

euoceed elaewhere'P Do we really have to uau.ce that nations 

can find no better methode of r ealhing their deot1n1ee than 

t hoae which were uaed by the Huna and Vandals fifteen hundred 

yeara ago'P 

The American peace which wo oelebrate today baa no 

quality of weakness in 1t. i'fe are prepared to ~~:&1nta1n it, 

and to defend it to the !ulleat extent of our strength, 

match1116 force to force i f any attempt 1e made to aubvert 

our 1nat1tuUone, or to i cpa.ir the ind.ependence of &nl-' one 

ot our g r oup, 

Should the e:ethod of attack be that of economic 

preasure, 1 pledge tha t my own country will alec give 

economic aupport, ao that no American nation need auzrender 

any fraction of it e aoverei gn freedom to maintain ita eoonomio 

welfare. Th1B 1a the ap1r1t and. intent of the Declaration 

of L1ma: the aol1d&.r1ty of the continent. 
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The American fMl1ly of na.tione may alec r ightfully 

claim, now, to apeak to the reat of the 'IIOrld. We have an 

interut, wider than that of the mere defenae of our aea-rin.ged. 

continent . \'Ye know now that the development of the next 

generation will ao narrow the oceana upa.rat1n.g ue from the 

Old World, that our cue toma and our aotione are neceuar1ly 

i nvolved wi t h her a . 

Beyond question, within a aoant !e" years &ir fleeta 

will croae the ocean aa easily as today they croaa the closed 

EUropean seas . Eoonomio tunot1on1ng of the world becomes 

lnoreuingly a unit; no interruption of 1t anywhere can fail , 

i n the fut'.U'e, to d18rupt econoEDiC life everywhere, 

The past generation i n Pan American matter~ wae 

concerned with conatruotlng the prinoiplec and the zeoban1sma 

through which this heahphere would work together. But the 

next genera.tion Will be concer ned with t he met hode by whi oh 

the Uew 'iforld can live together with the Old. 
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The iaeue 1a really whether our o1v111ze..t1on 1S to be 

dxa,gged into the traeio vortex of unending c111tar1em 

punctuated by periodic r.u"B, or whether we shall be able to 

maintain the ideal of peace, individuality and oiv11it:at1on 

as the !&brio of our Uvea. we have the right to BAy that 

there eh&ll not be an organization o! world affairs whi ch 

perm1t e us no choice but to turn our countries into barracks, 

wtleu we are to be va.acole o'! some conquering e~~:pire . 

The trueat defenee of t he peace of our beahpbere 

must always lie in the hope that our atater nations beyond 

the 888.8 will break the bonds of the ideas which constrain 

them toward perpetual warf&re . By example we can at leut 

show them the poso1b111ty . We, too, have a. eta.ke in worl d 

&!"fain, 

Our will to peace can be a.e powerful aa our will t o 

mutual defense ; it can command greater loyalt y , devotion and 

d1eo1pl1ne tban tbat enltated. el eewbere !or temporary oonqueat 

or equally !utile glory. I t rill have 1 te vo1ce 1n d.eter111n1ng 

the order of world a.tfa1ra . 
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'ftlh 1e the 11•1ng •n•age llh1oh the !lew World can 

.end to tbc Old. I t can be light openi ng on dark wo.tera . 

It eben the path of peMe. 



A:J_,n:ss or ... ~ PR!:SIDE::r 
Bef~l'e t:,e Governin Bo,.r ... ot t;:e Pan Al':erlct:.n Unlon 

Pttn ~erican ~ull{.lnt , ::crhin;_ ton, D. C. 
p,.n k;ericAn J,.y, A.,rll 14, !(1;:9, 11.00 1.. !:. 

! 1''1 -ll'd to C'"'"1f't hort'l tode.y on our Pttn Ar:1erioP.n 

torty- n:.nth birt:tney. 

'-.he Altcrlcl'n tullY .,r n11 t i one pays honor to~I!.Y 

to t:;e old.est ttnd 11011t suoce .. t'l1l nuocletlon or "overeivn 

overl'll:lents (~::J.ch) tl"•t exists in Pll t:.e world. 

rev or us reall:r.e t:;.rt t:~o ?Pn A-ericto.n or, l'nizl'-

t1on 1!.8 • e know it i<AS nov llttl!.inK. ,. lont.·er :,l.stor:; l!.nd 8 

crer~ter cPtaloe;ue or llc .. ievcrlentR ti.l'.n Any sl..mlll'r :roup 

known to cot.ern history. Justly .,.. Cl'n 'oe proud Of it . 

·.at!• even .ore rlrht wo ci'On loolc to lt I' ll,. Pycbol ot rrel\t 

.ooe nt tt t1~c wl'.en uuc: ot t;),c '-"Or l<i t'lnt.s !:ope dln l'nd 

dl:'flcult . :·l'vrr vn11 lt 1ore flttinu to salute Psn A:leri

c,.n Jp y t:..Pn 1:. t...e Ptor::ay -,resent. 

•.:cotorn ::~rld hllve been wr:~inc_ to et.'1er to pro::.ote t:-.elr 

co;;..non civil ! uttion under 11 systeo ot ;>eace . l:.at venture, 

lnunched so Bucceutully t~nd hopefully tlfty- yeArs ac;o , hne 

succeeded ; ti•e Americnn ftta:lly ill toda:r a r:ret'lt cooperative 

~.roup fllolnt: n troubled world in sorenl t:r rnd cnlc. 

Thl s euccecl8 or t}e \/estern Hemispher e i f! so:ne

timeE flttrlbu;ed to ;oo~ rort1Jne. I do not nhare tl-lllt v1ew. 

':'here p_re !'lOt Vll.ntln..,. here Pll o! t<:.e ueuel rlv&lrlee, all 
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or t~.e nornttl hW~An dedrer t~r power pnd eYPf'nsion, all 

or the co!Dllerc1al :>l'OI)lo~:e . ';he k:erlcna are autt1c!.entlJ 

r 1ch to hav e been tl.cmAelvee t; r. object or doe!.re on the 

p11rt or overeeaa r~o vern·,ente ; our trtoC1t1:ma l n l".1etor;( 

rre 11t1 deepl y rooted 1n tl..o Old '.:orld Pe 11re t t:oae of 

I:urope. 

It WfiB not ncc1o.ent t;.ttt !)rcvonted South k::er1oa , 

and cur own Voat , tro=m eharll\€ t!le !Ate or other greAt Areae 

ot t. c ~ro·orld 1n the n1neteonth centur y . ::e have her e diver-

e1t1ce or race , or langu,.,·e , or cuetoa, ot natural r eeourcee, 

11nd or intellectual toroee 11.t leaet 111 greet ,.,. t hoee vh1ch 

pr~vn1led 1n Europe. 

Uhn t was 1 t .!h.e.E. tl-.a t h8 e pre tee t ed u e rror.1 t..l-te 

tragi c 1nvolveuenta wil1oh nre todr<y mM1n;:; the Old 'JorHt 

n new cochp1t or old etr uoeloa? The Pns-..er 18 ena1ly found. 

A new , cnJ. power t'.tl ideal -- thnt or the co:nmJn1ty or natlone --

eprlll'lt:; up t>.t t!l.e rtl.":le tlme t:At the A::ler1caa beoft!le tree 

,.nd l ndepen.;;.ent. It vae nurtured bJ atc-tes:::.en :>nd t..'!ln::.ere 

11.nd plll 1n people tor (decndee) n11n;,: ce:~.erat1<Jna . GradunllJ 

lt br:mt:;ht togethe r ti.e P11n k:er1ct'ln groupo: govern:len t e ; 

t od11:1 1t hna rusecl tlte th1nk1rtr or the peoples, 11.ncl the 

dea1rea or thel1• reanonslblo roprMentatlven to~o.·e.rd ft com-

IDOn objective. 

The recult of th1B th1n:;1nG thr.:~u-h all these years 

hl\8 been to oh11.pe a ty_alo"llY A'!lerlcan lnstltutl on. Th1a 

le t'te Pen A:ler1oan c~u)"', w:.1c!l vor k11 ln open conference, 
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by open &f:l'l!lt!':ll!lnt . ~ we ~.ol~ our c:mfere:'lcea :'lOt 1111 11 

result or wars , JUt 1111 t:\o result or our will to peace . 

!:laellhere 1:'1 t~.e world, to i.old conferences such 

o.a ours, u:t1ch ceet ftVer: f1vo yef're , 1t 1fl neceael\ry to 

t1&ht t~ :JLOjor \lar, until exh~~.uat1on or c.erettt at len: th 

br1n~e ~;;ovcrn::~enta to at:.cr to reconstruct tf,e1r ellr..ttered 

ft~br1ca , 

.... reet1~ o. conference At Suenos A1rea in 19J6, I 

took occ11.a1on to M•Y U!: 

•':'he CZ~dneee of t1 ~l'eat Wtu' in l'no~.er part ot 
~1e \o'Orlll would r.!fect •Je ftnd t:.trel'!tO:'I our ~ood in t1 hun
ered ~:ftya . A..,d t:.:e econo.,ic collii!Hle or tmy nation or 
nl'tions cuat o! neceraity ht~MI our ovn 'rosperit;r. Con 
we, t:tc republica o!' lho :iuw :torld, hdp the C.l4 i:orld to 
avert t:1.e cateatr::,.,:~e •1; ich i!llpendat Yea, I rm c.;,nt1dtmt 
thl't ~~e con . • 

A.")(l now , t~~~l"lt ;,-ef!ra later, ! still heve 

th11t confidence . 'i'!.ere 1a no !a tali ty which force a t:.1e Cld 

;;orld. tOW8rd8 new catratro"l:ll!l,!· Len 11re not 'Jri aonera of 

tate , but on11 pr1eoner11 (of) !!!. t:.e1r own minds. '!'hey 

t.rve ~o:1th1n t.'IJ.e::uselvee tho ~wer to becoce tree 11t 11n1 

c.o~en t . 

C.nly a tew c.laya fiJ::'O the l.cad o!' e ·rent nation re~ 

ferreo. to .is co•mtry 1\8 to •pr1eoner• (of) !!!. t:1e .. o~1ter

r~tnel'n . A 11ttle lt~ter, t~nothcr c'liet ot atnto, on learn~ 

t !IG ~lAt n nc1(h';x)r country !;.rd n:·reel! to defend the 1ndepen

.~ence o! rnother ne1,:hbor, oMrA.cter1:ted t.'".r t 9.i'reecent na 

a •thret~.t•, (P.nd) .!!.! 11n •l!nclrole:-:ent . • :!et t:.ere 1a no 

such king 11:11 (enc1rcl1n:) enc1rcle·oent , or threeten1n.:;, or 



lm?rleon!.n any ue~tce!\11 nro.t1on 'uy o~!.er ->el!Cetlll. nrt1one . 

·.;~ r.,.ve renson t~ ~ow (C\1£) ~ ln ov.r own f':r.:oerlence . 

t'or inr<tl'lncc, on t;:e oocllel.:.n or ,. viol t to the 

nel ·hborit..., :>oo1nl~n or CrntU1!' l11.et eu:o.:acr , I etntec1 th.nt 

the United Sts.te11 woulJ Join in detendlrLG Cnnad,. were 1ho 

ever ll.~tec:~ed fNO over&efls , And f1t'f'1n nt Lll'll', 1n Dece:aber 

1!!.!,!. tl'.e twent:r-~ne A:terican nntlons joined !.n R deel~trtt

tion t;~,..t t:-.ey wou.l' coordlnt>te t:lelr co:..!:lO:l e:!'orte to 

G.etcnd t.loe inte;r!.t;r ot t~elr instltutl:ms fro- fi-R:f rtt11.e~ , 

c'.lract or lndlrect. 

At 3uenofl Aireo, 1n 1~36, Pll o! ue r ·ro.:ed t!'.t>t 

in t:~e event o!' rny ucr or t."lrllflt or to:t•r ~n this oont\nent 

we -..,·oul~ eonsnlt toret!lor to ro~ove ')r !!?_ obvlf'te t:·!JIIt 

thro"t . Yet ln no CllfiO ~1·· rny A:le:rlcPn n11t!.on rcrllro!. 11ny 

o!' t.'lese undersl.ruttln::fl tHt ~':ln:· nny one or thee "' •prisoner• , 

or Pfl •enclrclln::• r.ny A·.erlenn eount~y . or "" ,. thref!t or 

rny sort or k!.nd. • 

. :easurea or t . .le kln'i tlll-:en ln t.::ls ~e':11sphcrc rre 

t~tlten ne uore.nteer; , not or ""~"but or pepce , !or t.l.e a!.m!}le 

rcl' tt01'1 tht•t n~ nrtlon on t.11a he.1111phere i..ae any wlll t::l 

fit-; reae1on, or ""Y ueel re to establle:~ do:-;lnn.nee or mr1tery • 

.:Ou11.lly, beceuse we 1'1"8 in terdepen(lent , 11nd becAUB8 we !tnow 

1 t , no Al;!e:rl can MUon oeekB to deny rny nei c;hbor roeceafl 

to t:1e ccono:il l C f':u:. other reeouroea u.:lch l t must h,ve to 

live ln ?ros;?erlty . 

In tt.cse clrcuT1Btf!nces, :lY frlendB, dreR:U or con-



<'•aAt " •e"r to Uti 1'111 r l dlclllOue 1110 t:.cy Pre er1 ~1nl'l . 

Plt:U~ee ue1111.·nec! t:l nrevunt; f' TOIIIP1on, PCCO::!.,.nl e<l by 

tr.e open doore or trt>cre r~nd lntcreo•lr ao , snd bOund to~ 

f'lther by COrt.':IVfl ):111 tO C<lOPOr lltO !JOPCetully,. MPkO Wll r

fpre between •;a I'IB outworn t·nd 'l&elcrn nc the ~:eA'Xlna or 

the Stone A.;-;e . .!e ::~ny nroull.ly bofOot thet we hllve :>e: un 

to re11!l~e ln .Pan Anor1clln rolt~tlone vhat c1v111 z:at1on l n 

1ntarcouree bet ween countr1ee rePlly me11.na. 

I t t..:•llt prooe u can ~e auceeeetul. here, le lt 

t oo ::.uch t:~ hope thrt 11 el :dlllr lntellecturl 11:\d eplrltual 

I')J'OCeea ~uoy eucceed el sewhere? !:lo we ret>ll y hl've to P88WIIe 

~hA t ntttlcna cl'n tlnd. no better tlat:.O<J.n of rel'l1z:1n- t~.e1:r 

deet!.nles t han t.l-toa e ~·i\lch wore used b:l t-.e Huns And the 

VAn6.~th t1t teen hundred yollra AGO? 

Tr.e Al'ler1c An pe11oe "-·lol". we celebrate t oC.Ay ha.e 

no cut>llty o:' 1.·eakneee 1:'1 1 t ! ~re 11re nrrn)tl r cd to mA1nt~t1n 

lt, Ml~ to defend it t-, ~-.e rulleet exte:'lt or our etrcfl(;th, 

lllltclun.; :'o:-cc to for ce lt' 11ny f't t:e:apt b :::v>;:e to eubvert 

.Jur 1n~t1tuti:m~ , or t') loprlr tl-:e 1ndeoen.;.enc e o f f'ny on• 

or our f•ro:.~?. 

Should t..'l-je 'llet:H:u:!. of ft ttnck be thll t or eoonollllO 

proeaure, I pledce t:1nt r..y (own) country ~:111 f' l oo s 1ve 

econoralc aun-port , eo thnt no Ar.lcrlcnn nl'tlon need surrender 

a ny trn.ct1on or 1 te eoverelgn froedoo to :ll!:intnin 1 ts 

econo::llc velft> re . (':hie) 'i'Ni t 1s the spirit And intent or 

the Declaration o! Li:aa: tho eolldari ty of the continent . 



'i'he A::.ericPn !P.J11ly or Mtlonc :».Y roleo rlrhttull:r 

olf'lt:l, r.o10 , to apel'k to the reat o!' t.: a tl!lrl<:. . ".:a hrve l'n 

intereat, witer t:von tLf't or tl.e .ere ~.<etenae ot' our 8111-

r lr. :ed continent . i:le know I':;)W tht't the <tevelopoent or tl':e 

next onor~ttion 1; i ll t~o nnrrow t:.o oce~tnR sepArotinE" ue rrom 

the Oli! 1\or ld , thllt our cuetom11 rnd our "ctlona are r:oc eaollrily 

involved with :~ere , ~ t-•e Uke ~· 

Jeyonil que1t1on , wltl.t.n ,. ~ sc11nt ( hv) yeara 

Ai r t'l.eot a wi ll croa11 t:.a OCtf'n 1'8 ef'&lly pa tod117 t.~ey 

cro~• t:1e close<;. EuropeM ae11a. ::cono!'11c !~nctloniru· or tl:e 

world beco.:.es (1ncrene1:.t.lY) t: .oret'ore nececee. r 11Y t1 un1 t ; 

no l nterru">tion or it "'-RY'l'here Otlll r,., i l , in t:.e tutu1·e , to 

dlarupt eco r:o::~lc l i fe everywh~re . 

T:1e !>f'St ·~enerfltion in Pfln A=lericvn rnt~ttera Wnll 

concerned •:it~. conatructl:\ t. .e :lr1nc1pler rr:C. t:.o :::ech.r.ni ano 

neT-t ·eneJDtlon Y.!ll be co:.cerr:ed witi. t:~e :;;etl:0"-8 Oy tdtlch 

t::o :!ow ·~·orl- ct~n live t~ et :er in >CRee t:1 t:~ t.:-.e Old. 

':'he 1eeue 1J; l'f!Eilly w:1et:1er our c1v111~at1on i e t o 

be G.ra ed i nto t:.ll trr. ·ic v:lrteY. o!' :mendln_ o111 ter-1em 

punctul'.ted. by T)Crlod.l c wtorll , or t•hetl--.er .,e s.;llll be t~ble t o 

::!P l nts.ln t:.o i del'l or enoe , 1nG.1v1~.o.utt l1ty f'n<i c1v1l1zat1on 

1 e t~:o f11br1c of our llvee . Ue Lave the rlr:ht t o tHty th11 t 

there oholl not be "n Ol•rttn1zf't1on or 1o.·or ld P!'!airll wh i ch 

;>et'1:11ts us no choice but to turon our countri es lnto b8rr,cks , 

unlena ¥e are t~ be !.1..!!. VAIIIIfOll of eO""e conqucrl n eop1re. 
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Yea, ~~• tro1ert te!'en11e or t .• e x-eco ~!' our 

r.eta11'>:.erc Lust ~>b·nye Ue ln t.1e ~:ope t.:rt our ~lAter 

:1.r t.1ona ";)e ·::mu tl.e aeftfl wl' 1 bro,.'t t:.e bone.. a o! tf.e lc.:el'a 

(which) ~ constrr>ln t..ea tOlii'IJ'c.i..!, per petu#! l wsr!Pre . 

By exflmple tre cPn Pt lrl'flt l'lhOtr theiA tl.e !XJBsl b l llty . ;;e , 

too , iwve e otnke ln 110rld .. rtl'l lrll . 

~ our "-'111 t.o nel'oe ovn be ,.,. l'IOW~rtul "" our 

•·111 to :1:.~tunl c:.errnae; lt can co ""'" ... re~>ter loylllty, 

~devotion, (rnd) ~ C.hc1,11ne t:.~tn tl.l't 

enllatcC. elsewhere tor te::~oor.-r· conoueat or el'UI'IllJ tut.lle 

~lory . !t 1(111 l".nve l ta voice ln date:--~1:-.1 .... t.:.e orc.er or 

'-"'J'lO. Ptfrlrs ln t'le dllys_t~. 

';."'nir, , ~~ 1fl t:.e l1V1l: MCt\CCt8 .,..;,!.cl: t~e 

llow ~.'orld CPn Pnd doea sen~ to t:.c ClC. . I t can lJc llt.:ht 

o!)enlnt... on dnr~: l~Atera . ~ l t s:1ot.·o t::e pll.t!l of p&IIOfl . 
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AIIlR!SS w TM£ PRXSmDn" 
S.tore the CO\'et"::.t~ Bof.rd ot the Pan t.mllrlc•n VntOCI 

Pan lwerlcnn Bu1Uiil:ls , l1 .. hlng\o11 , D. C. 
l'an AlrBr lcan Dlly , April 14, 1939, 11. .00 A.IJ, 

GE!1l'W!Er~ OF Tfm PA.:I Al$RlCAII tJUION : 

I 11.::1 .d.ad. to 001'111 hllr• today on our Pen A:er1cen fortY-

nin t h b l rt.bdll.y. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Apr1l e, 1g39. 

KDIORANDUII FOR 'l'HE PRESIDIN! 

Enoloeed 1e a memoran41,1.111 whloh might be uee4 in 

preparing the Pan American DaY epeeoh. C.H. an4 s.w. 

conour. 

'l'be reference to European encirclement on page 3 

ot thh 4ratt might ha·n t o be r econBldered it on 

April 14 the European altuation h&• change4 tor the 

woree ·- u i t looka now probably it will. 

A·B AAB:LJL 
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WemorandWI! Pan American DaY Speech. 

The Alllerioan ra.mll:r or natlone paye honor t oday to 

the oldeet and •oa t eucoeeerul aeeociatlon or aovereign 

govern~~~ente which exlete in the world. . ffrew or ue 

reali:r.e that the Pan Allerican organ1:r.at1on ae we know 

it hae now attai ned a longer hletory and a greater 

catalogue or e.chlevemente than any elmllar group known 

to modern hletorr. Juetly •e can be proud or 1t. With 

even more right we can look to 1t aa a symbOl or great 

hope at a tlae when iNCh of the world ! i nde hope dia 

and dl!!icul t. Never waa 1 t mere t1 ttlng to aalute 

Pan Alll,rlcan Day than i n the stormy present . 

"/" f'Qr more tbog halt a o_.~~wen~,y-one-go-vernments-
~~r~heP-tOl' the 

ph ngtb ot t~U!-oOaaon o.1:vlll%.Jltlon un"e.r..._a e,Yatea _ 

a t pence Thet v.entw-~ w~;- the Aaerlcan 

! aatll:r h today a great cooperative group !acing a 

troubled world 1n eer enlty and calli. 

::1/ Thla eucceaa or the Weatern Hemisphere 1e ecme

tlmae attributed t o good fortune. I do not ahara that 

vi ew. There are not •antln,g here all ot the ueual 

r1valr1ee, all ot the non.al huaan deelrea tor power 

and expaneicn, all or the OOIIIIIerctal problema. '!he 

.Americas are aurticiently rich to have been t he•nelvee 

the obJect ot dealre on the part or oversea• goverruDente; 
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our trad.ltlona ln history are ae deeply r ooted ln the 

Old World as are those ot EUrope~lt was not accident 

that prevented South A.llerloa, and our own Weet, troa 

sharing the t a t e of other great areae or the world ln 

t he nineteenth oenturr. We have here dlvereltlee or 

r ace, of language , of cuatoc, o r natural r eeouroea, 

and of intellectual foroea a t least as great ae thou 

which pr evailed ln Europe, 

:ff'Whltt wu lt that haa protected us~ froa 

the t r &glo lnvol •eaente Wloh are today aaklng the Old 

Worl~ a new cockpit of old etruggleat The antwer 1a 

eae1ly f ound, A new, a nd powerful ideal - - t ha t of 

the community o f nations - - eprang up at the fl lllDII tlme 

that the Al!lerloaa be c RJDe f ree 11.nd independent . It waa 

nurtured by e t atesmen, thlnker e and plAin people tor 

decadu. Gradually 1 t brought t ogether t he Pan Amerlcan 

group ot go·urnment e ; today lt hu tuaed the thlnkl fl8 ot 

the peoplu, and t he dedru ot thelr r eepondble r epre-

aenta.tlvee t oward a common obJ ectlve, 

:rfThe result ot th1a thlnk1ng hae been t o ehape a 

typ1c:all1 AJ:IIerlcan 1net1tut1on , Th1a 1a the l'a.n American 

group, whlch worlta 1n open conference, bJ open agreeaent. 

We hold our conterenoee not ae a r esult ot ware, but aa 

the r eeult ot our wlll to peace~ Elsewhere 1n t he world, 

t o 
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to hold oonrerenoea auoh AI ou.reJ which meet every !1 ve 

yeara , lt l a neoea eiU'y t o tight A major war, until 

exhnuat1on or defeat a t length brings governc:enh to

gether t o reconatruct thelr ahattered tabrloa. 

fl Greeting ..a a oonrerence a t Buenoe Alrea in 1936, 

I t ::Jolr: oooulon to ea:r: 

fP • The madneu or a great war ln another pArt 
ot the •orld would a!tect ua and threaten our 

f::. 1~t 8 ~~::1o~·~;· na~~~n!h!u:~o~~~~~~:c::!lty 
harm our own proeperlt:r. Can we, the republica 
ot the Nn World, help the Old World t o anrt 
the cataatrophe which l mpenda! Yea, I a• oon
t1den t that we can.• 

~ I etlll hav e that oontl denoe. There l a no tatallty 

which torou t he Old Worlc.1 t owar da new eataetrophe. Men 

are no t prl aonera o! tate, but only prlaonera ot their 

own mlnda. They have w1 thin themselves the power to 

'!:Jeoome tree at an1 moment. 

--f/ on11 a t ew days ago t he head or a great nation 

referred t o hl l country a• a •prl•oner• ot the 

Uedlterranean. A llttle l11.ter, another chlet ot etate, 

on learning that a neighbor country had $greed t o defend 

the independence or another neighbor, characterited t hat 

agreement ae a •threat•, and an •enolrcleaent• . Yet 

there le no euch thing ae enolrollng, or threatening, 

or lmprhonlng any peaceful nation by other peaceful 

n.atlone. We have r eason t o know th1e in our own ex-

perlenoe. 

ror 
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-::{f ror lnetanoe , on the oooa81on o r a vlllt t o t he 

neighbori ng Doc111n1on o r Canada laat 11uMer, I • t ated 

t hAt the Unl t ed Statu would joln ln dehndlng Canada 

were ahe ever att aefed; .,._..:;~~ .. ~t · Ll;aa, ln December, 

the t wenty- one American natl ona j oined ln a declara

tion that they would coordinate their coCllllon errort. 

t o defend the integrity or their 1nat1tut1one trom 

any attack direct or 1n41reot:1f'At Buenos Alrea, ln 

1936, all or us ~ agreed that 1n t he event o r MY 

war or threat ot war on t hle continent we would con-

ault t ogether to r emove or obvi ate that t hreat . Ye t 

ln no oaee dld any Alllerle~tn nation r egard any o r these 

underatandlnge as making any one or them a 1 prl aoner1, 

or aa •enolrollng 1 anY Amer1oan country, or aa a thre8.t 

ot &n:t' eort or kJ.nd;{fueaau.ru o r th1a ltlnd taken ln 

thle he•hphere are taken ae guarant ees, not ot war but 

ot peace, t or the &i lllple reaaon t ha t no nation on thle 

hellllephere hae anr wl ll t o aggreeaion, or any deaire 

to eet abllsh dominance or maetery. Equallr , because 

we are interdependent, and becauae we know it, no 

American nation aeeka t o deny an7 nei ghbor acceaa to 

the econoaic and o ther r eaourcea which 1 t auat have to 

l!ve i n proaperlt7.F'In these oirclltlstance• dre!LIIIa ot 

conquea t appear t o ua as rldicul ou• aa ther are cri:alnal. 

Pl edgee deai gnad t o prevent aggreaaion, accompe.nlad br 

tho 
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the open door e or trade and 1ntercouree, and bound t o-

gether by couon •111 to cooperate peacefully, a ake 
6rlt~·• · ,.. r 

•artare,. ae outworn and uaele .. aa the weapone or the 

Stone Age, We 1118.1 prou4ly boast that we hATe begun 

to realize ln Pan American rela tione •hat olvlll tatlon 

ln l nteroouru bet ween oountrl ee reall y meane . 

9?It that process can be auooeuful her e, l a l t too 

much t o hope that a a1~1lar intellectual and epl rltual 

proceea aay auoceed elsewheret Do we r eally have to 

auume that nations can !1nd no batter .aethoch or 

real!;;:,~.}~ 4~-e;.~le:Jha.n thou which were u .. d 

by the a..M~ l , OOO years agot 

:=Jf The American peace whi ch we celebrate today hae 

no qual1 ty or weak.neaa i n 1 t . We are prepared to main

tain lt , and to defend lt to the tull eat extent of ouzo 

atrength, ~~a tohlng roroe to force lf &n7 At te•pt i a •Ade 

to aubvert our inetitut1ona, or to impalr the independ

ence or any one ot our group~Shoul.d the method or 

attack be that or economic presaure, I pledge that my 

own country will alae gi ve economi c suppor t , ao t~t 

no American nRtlon need surrender any tro.ot1on or ita 

ao•ereign freedom t o -1nta1n 1 ta econoalc walt&ra. 

'rhle ia t he apiri t and i nt ent o r the Declarati on or 

Li ma: the aolldari ty or t he continent . 

Tho 



~he A.merlel'l.n f amily of nations may alae rightfully 

clal ll , now, t o apeak t o the re1t of the world , We have 

an lntereat, wider than that of the mere defense ot our 

aea~rlnged continent, We know now that the deYelopm;ent 

ot the neJ:t gener ation • 111 eo narrow the oceana aeparat

lng ua tro• the Old 'lforld, that our customs llf\d our 

actions are neoeaaar1ly involved wlth her e=:tfBeyond 

queet1on, wlth1n a scant r aw years dr tleete will 

oro .. the ocean ae eaa117 aa toda,y they c!'oaa the 

cloaed European eeas. Econo1110 tunctlonlng of the 

•orld beooaee lncrel'l.elngly a unit; no interruption 

ot lt anywher e can tall , l n the fut ure , t o dlerupt 

economi c lite everywhera7ff;he past generation ln 

Pan A.merlcAA matters was concerned wlth conatruo tlng 

the prlnolplu and the mechanhiU through whi ch t hla 

healephere ehould wor k together. But the next genera

tion wi ll be concerned w1th the aethod.e by whloh the 

New World can live together with the Old,:;rThe 1 u ue 

1e really whether our o1vill:r.a.t1on i e t o b e dragged 

into the traglo vortex ot unending mil l tart em punotuated 

by peri odio ware, or whether we abal l be able to aa.ln.

t aln the ideal ot peaoe, ind1Vlduallty and oivlllu.tlon 

aa the fabric ot our livea , We have the r i ght to aas 

that ther e ahall no t be an organiza tion ot world ~tttaire 

which permita ua no choice but t o turn our oountri ea 

1nto 
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into barracb , unleaa we are t o be vaaeale or aome con-

querlng empire. 

,AfThe truest derenn o r the peace or our he11hphere 

IIUBt al'll'aya lie in the hope that our a l eter na tlona 

beyond the seaa will break the bonds ot the ldeaa 

which constrain them toward perpetuRl ws.rtare. By 

example we can at leaat ahow the11 the poaalb111t:r. 

We , too, have a s take l n world attalr~Our •111 to 

peace can be ae powerful ae our will t o 11utual detenae; 

lt can command greater l o:ralty, de•otl on &.nd dlacl pllne 

tha n that enlhted elsewher e tor temporary conquest or 

equally tutlle glory. It will have i ta v oice in deter

mining the order o r world Utalra • 

../f( Thla l a the l1v1ng measage which the New World 

can nnd to the Old, It c&n b e Ught opening on dark 

waters . It abowa the path o r peace. 
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ltOj,U Nt! RF.Lf&S 

CAUTIO!~• '!'hils .. J:fn~:~s ot t..'l.e ?resi dent., t.o be broa:feast. 
on k'•!) .UoeriC4ll ._, before ~be Dour~ Boll.l'j ot tn• 
? .. o Uerlean Onion , MY;,t Bfi !t£..Q IN Mfi:l::&CC: ll!ili !ID.f.. ... Ey. 

:tOT!: Rele.aa• t.o ed l t.b,. ot aU n•••.-oer• •J.-..rl.ai: OQ 

the et.reet.a lli)1' UR&.U:..'t t.hllln ll lOO J. . 11. , ! . S .t ., AprU 14, ll:1! • • 

CARE l!IJST SE D.ERCIS!D to lilEVDT .'RU>t.TURE ?U&.ICJ.'l'IOII . 

STUH~ EMI.Y 
Seere~..aey to the ? reeident. 



SPUCI! or ftl: PU:SIODT 

Pd AKIRJOJ.l OAT 

APRIL 14, 1138. 

To~ ~ ot halt a Oft!lt\a'J' \h Jttpl.lbUo• of \lie 



... r1- t..tlJ' 1t toe~&)' • put -.pent1u ~ taot., a 

\~lad -ru l n aar.Ai\7 IUd. Gala. 

-oRal ~ 4H1rH t~n powar IIIDd ~loa, all of u. 

-.-."-1 ~1-. n.. .-no.- ua nrnot•u,. r1oll. to 

M •• Men u-u ... tM obj_, of ¢Hire • ,.., pe.n ot 

0'""- CO"~'•; oar tn.41UoM 1.111 IIJ.atoJT ua .. o..pl.J' 

rooted. 1A tbe 014 _,rl4 .. ua tbo .. ot D&:rope. 

n •• not aoold•t ~' pra•ented lou.t.h .-.rt oa, 

and 0'111' o• 'leat , t:ro. llb.U'll'lg tba l a ta ot otJ:r.er cr-t arau 

41nn1t1aa of raee, ot 1~, ot _._, of utval 

r•--· IIIDd ot 1Dtal.lacrblal toraea at lean .. sr-at .. 

thoaa .tl1ob pr..,a1la4 in Dlropa. 



-~ 

., .... , AM PG"rt\11 14eal - t hat ot t be ~tJ ot u.U ou -

niNl t ot CN7 will t.o ~aa•. 



0041Ul- to I &JI 

'!be -.dDM• of a ,.._, w&!' la -•••r pu-t 

ot Ul.• •rld .ould athot loUI Md tii.J'Mt•a o.r 8004 

la a 1ND4red. •J"'· .AM tbl -~o oollap• • of 

Ul7 -u- or uu- _, ot no~o .. •1t7 ban _. 

Oft. proa~1t7. CUI-. tba r~llo• of •• •n 

'ltn'l4, belp U. 014 'll:lrl4 \o a'lll't tbl oatutropM 

wtl.loll ~l T .. , 1- -rl d•t tllat " -4• 

1 1UU llan tll&t -u'l~. fton'l 11 M fatall'r 

to hll oouati'J' aa a "prs.-r• ot tb.1 ...Uta.rr .. - . .llUUa 



or .U..'-1 .. , or lllprteonlfll M7 P"oet\11 •Uoa Q" otlwr 

~~--u-. •b&nr-tot:DowUthlA-

a~rl-. 

ror laataaoe, oa tba _.loa of a ~leU to tbe 

aelpt.orll• DolllJIJ.OR of O&aa4a laat -r, l atate<l tbd 

tba ~Ue<l tt..taa ~4 ,Jola La 4dl!llll1JIC ou.da wua ..... 

••• auaoted. ~ """,._.· ACala at Lt.., 1a ~. 

Ut.a t-~ .-.a-1- -u- ,Jou.ect 1a a 4eolan.U-

nat u..,. -'.4 -J'IUaa.ta uau oo- ett orta to 4arteo4 

t ba taw.ntJ" ot Utat:r 1AaUtuUOJI.8 1- AT aUaok 41not 

At Jlil&eDa .urea, lu 19», all of \M "1"1'"4 tM.t la 

tbe •••at ot UIT ,.... or Utraat of _, DD tbh OOQtlaaut • 

100U14 ooawl.t toce\.btr to ra-• or otwlata Ul&t Utz•t. 

la 110 oue 414 NIT Jllarloaa -u- r1111anl AT at Ut

-.:ler•~• .. -.k1llfl: UJ7 - ot thea a ~r1a_.•, or 

.. •eaol rolllte" NIT ••rt.oaD -UT. or .. a tt.:r.at ot 

ta7tort orlttad. 



tu.n u II&UUlt.M•, aot ot -... W.t ot ,....., ror a. • tapl• 

r N•OII thAt ao D&ttoa oa Ulh '-l•phn bu aAJ' rill t1o 

agJ"Milon, OJ' uq d"l:ra to .. tabll•h doalAaaH OJ' ... tnT. 

u, M .-.n- D&UOD. •Mk• w day ..., ••lcbbor - t.o 

U.. .-lo aa4 other -- •hlab 1t _, ..._" W ll" 

la prMperlty . 

1a tll.aM oi~t&DDa• u- or ~" ~ to 

ue ... 11.41oul<1'&8 .. u..,. a:n u1.a1u.1. nlodca• U•1P*1 to 

preY .. t accn .. lotl, ao~lac!. b7 th• opaa Goon or ~ 

&114 l.O.t·~··· &114 boutld topthe:r 'b7- rill w 

aD4 ue•l"• uo the -pona or tbt> at,,.. .tc• · • ..., pTOUdl7 

bMat tbat .. hA1'a bas- w :r~lta la ha .IIIIU'l- nl.Ulou 

wlat oi'fllhatlon 111 1.1.\ai'OO'II'M bolt.. _,,., .. l'Mll7 



lft"-t~•-be-11\llMn,ll Utoo_.. 

to hope that a lialhr btllleota&l. .a4 tplrttwtl ~· _, 

oaa tlDCS IWI bettw -tbo41 ot rNlhlQS theh .s .. tlAi .. u.u 

\lao .. o t u wn Wlecl b)' tile Huu a.a1111. Y.a4&l.• tu..._ ~ 

Y.VI &SOl 

!btl .-.rlou. ,..._ 'llblcb. we oelebn\41 to4a,J bu -

.-J.ltr or ~.a..• 1n u. w. ue prepu--s to ...ut.ta1a. u, 

&114 to 4tteQd u to th• t\lll11t pt-.t of 011;7 1tr-~, 

ov 1nlt1Wt1ont, or- to 1mpa.lr the 1n4•vend.•noe ot anr OM 

otov~. 

~d tile -tbod. ot a t t&ok be that ot ~c 

pr .. Kn, l pl~ tbat kT o• _,,. 11111 aho ch• 

-

•~o IIUJII>OTt, 1t0 tbat - -.:rlou. D&tloza ••ed. •uzr....,.r 

&nJ' fn.ot1on rJ 1 \1 IO'I'Uilp f~ to -..lotalo 1\1 _.0 

'ftl1e la the eplrlt aDd lateot ot tile Oeolantloe. 

or U...1 tM eolldulty or tbe «~•t~t. 



ftl4l -.rlO&D t-.llr Oil. MtlOM _, aho rlcllotnlll.J' 

olaia, ~. ~ ~U: to tM I'Mt ot .- wrl4. 111 ban • 

1Altrttt, w14tr than tU.t r4 C. ..rt -~-.. or OU' •-I.JICto4 
oonU Mnt . •• mow ll01f \hat 1M d"'t loP"ftt ot \U -.zt 

c•n•r~~otl!Hl .t.ll .. JMLrJ"OW th• ooMaa llp&Zattns lNI t- tM 

014 atrld1 Ul!l.t CNr OIU~ &ad 0\17 aotlOM an -IIU'UJ 

b1'ol..S •lUI tae:n. 

BIJOnd. ~UOA, a1 th1A a lOUt t n J'eal'l a1r fiMt:. 

1DO:raU1.DflJ' & \lll.lt; DO 1n.terrupU on Ot 1\ aarma:ra 01.11 t a.11 0 

11:1. t ba 1\ltvt, to d.it~t aoo-'.o Uta a1't~bt:rt . 

~put 8~:rat1.oD 1n ran JiMrlO&It M tttn _., 

OOIIOen:od vUb -t7'lct~ tba p:t1nolpl .. Sid. llw -ohanl
tl:lzoucb lib lob tht. blnl~• ~d. w:rk togttbn- . Ba.t tM 

AU.l jle:IIUtlOft cl.ll bot ODDoOirud. cl.th tha .. tbo41 bJ' 11blch 

t ilt Ji" 'lorld. OM lht toc-tMr wltll Uloe Old.. 



I 

_ .. 
'!be 11.,.. 11 rNllJ wMUier ow- ohlllnUo. h to "" 

4uiiM lat o tho tnclo .ortP ot u.4UC .S.Utul• 

,_oW.tM by pnlodio .-ro, or wb.e~r • el:lall M Uh to 

....Ut -.la the 14Ml of p~, llldl1'1dual1t7 M4 ol?111S&UOD 

u * fal:lr1o of our lh•. ltl b Ye the rtpt to 117 U..t 

t blo:rt .tl&ll aot 1MI .a orpnlnt1~m of worl-d atfa.11'1 ••• 

pea1t1 U DO cbolc. bu.t to tm!a ou.J' -\rlM la\o ~. 

ul••• .. a:u toM q,aeaJ.e ot ••• ~rUC _,tn, 

fte tnu.ot de!.n11 ~ the ,-aoo ot 011r ~~ 

KU:Jt :al'"""' Ue t o t bl bopo thAt our d otu aauou biJ'OD4 

the .. u will brealc the bon41 o f t he tlltlu ftt ob OOII4b'dll 

OV wl U Wpt~-.,. blo .. ~ u 011r.Ul to 

• tual Uteue; 1t Ollll ~ IJ'M'" lora.ny, u.ouoa &llll 

41eolpllu t.b.u Uul.t nJ.tnect ele ... n for t.-pc:!I'U'J' OODQ1Wid 

a: •••117 hUll llOJT. U wlll ..... U 1 ftllM 1a 41~JC 

\W Ol'dlr of wol'l4 att&lre. 
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fth 11 t M lhltrc ... ....,, •teh th In M r14 -

••a!l w Ulot Ol 4. It ou"ll.#lt~•Mn .. t_.. 

Il •~ t~~• p~.tb or J)e""· 
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