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SP££(."11 OF THE PRESIDENT 

LlOtmT VERliON 

APRIL 14, 1939 

lUDAU REGENT , KISTER DIRECTOR GE!TERAL , LADIES AlfD OCNTLOEN: 

We have come to the home of George 1'uh1ngton t oday 

in memory of another day, exactly one hundred &nc! fifty years 

ago, when the owner of Uount Vernon reoe1ved. a meaeage from 

the firlt Ooncreae of the United Statu . 

Here in his beloved l!ount Vernon he lis tened to the 

! oreal men age from the Congress announc1ng h1s election as 

the fiut Pres1dent of the Un1ted Statee of Aater1oa.. 

Charles '!bomaon, b.1e guest , ha4 ridden hither froiD 

New York to br1ng 1t -- Chc.rlea Thoceon, nat ive of County 

Derry in Ireland, a Penneylvania I r1atu:an, ri th a paae1onate 

t:eal for l1berty, who, through fifteen eventful yeo.re, had. 

served u the Secretary of the Oont1nental Congrue. 



v 

v 

We "ho ue here today can re&dily v18ual1ze that ecene 

!rom thh porch - the aproutiii6 lawn, the bt:dding treu and 

the dogwood.• , and the aa.jeetic Potomac running by at the foot 

of the hill. 1Te can viaunlize t he thoughts , t oo, which flowed 

through General Vuhington• a mind. Saying farewell to bh 

army in 1793, th.e independ.ence of the Coloni ea aaaUl'ed, be , 

already the Father of hia CoWl try, bad r e turned t o hi a beloYed 

llount Vernon with the hope and expectation th&t hill taalt wa.a 

dona and. that he 110uld live a happy and. uee!ul lite on hie 

broad acre a d uring the remainder of hia daye . 

But trying t1aea at11l lay ahead. !or t he etru£gl1ng 

nation, and these yeare after 1783 provod the moat critical 

peace yeara in all our hiatory. 

Cal11!d !rom hie home, he had presided 'rlth alr:111 and 

patience over the Ooneti tutional Convention i n 1787 . .And. 

anxiety &!'l.Cl. doubt had attend.ed him for many month s therea.tte r 

while he wa1 ted for belated news that tbe Oonat1tut1on itself 

had been r atified by the Btatee. 



_,_ 

I tnke it that when the per~ent frmework of the Union 

had been a ssured. in t he SUmmer of 1788 , the electiona ordered 

and the Firat Congreaa &U111:210ned., General 'll'a.ah1ngton muet have 

known that the taalc of the Pl'esid.enoy would , wit hout questi on, 

f all on hill: . 

It meant thnt once mor e he would leave l.!.ount Ver non 

behind hi m, with no certainty of hh return, and that on his 

aboulders, in the far o!f North , would lie the burden of 

ini t iating t he civil leaderehip of a new, unt ried Republic . 

He knew that his would be t he taek of ending uncer tainty, 

jealousy between the several atatea and c r eating, 1:1th the help 

of the Congreaa, a f unctioning national gov ernment !lt t.o take 

ita place among t he organized na.Uona of the wor ld. 

Two days later he and his family were t o aet forth on 

that l ong end difticul t journey by b i ghny and ferry and 

barge, which wee to culmi nate in bh I naugur ation a.a Pruident 

on t be ba.loony of Federal H&ll i n New Yor k on April 30 , 1789 , 



Doubtleaa on this very porch he aat w1 th Oharlee ftlo•aon 

hearing at first-hand of the long effortc of the first Senate 

and the first House of Repreaentativea t o obt a i n a quorwr:, 

learning of t he tmar.1m1 ty by which the votes of the Eleotore 

were cast for h i e , 11eten1ng to the preoedenta t hat were being 

aet in the oonduot of the first Leg1elature under the oonetitution, 

and t hinking doubtleaa that hie own every move from that day on 

for =o.ny years t o oo=.e would be chronicled for future generations 

and thereby set the t empo and t he oua t ome of the Presidency of 

the United States . 

But I ac t o be forgiven if I, the 'lhirty-F1ut Pl"ee ldent, 

dwell for a aoZDent on the feelingc within t he heut of hilA wl:.o 

was about to b e the Firs t Presi dent , 

Wa.ahlngt on w&e essentially a man close to mother earth. 

Hie ea.rly traini ng on a plantation, hh profession of surveyor, 

hi a atudiee in asricul tu:re and t he d.nelop:aent of fare lands 

were never replace~ by hie outetanc11ng military service under 

Br addock or a e Commander- in-Chief for the eight yeare of tho 

Revolution , 
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We know that when Kount Vernon cat~~e to him by inheritance, 

herehia heart wa.e planted tor 11.11 time. Here he could talk wi th 

hie ne1ghbora about the improvement of navigation on the river, 

about grlat mUla on the creeks , about the !=proving ot biglnraya, 

about the clream of a c:mal t o the wntern country, about aaw 

:J11lla and r otation of crops , about the top sou , which even 

then ha4 begun to run off to the au., about the planting of 

trees , new var1et1ea of food. and focld.er crops, new breec18 of 

horses and c&ttl~ and sheep . 

He r e, too, he had hie books and was in touch with t he 

a.uthora and a.rtillta of the !lew and old worlds. 

Here at the junction point of the Nor th and of the 

South, at the foot of one of the r:~aln arter ies tha.t led to 

the exo1 t i ng ne• lands beyond the Wountai ne , the travelers 

and t he netra a topped at his door. 

Rightly be •uat h&Ye felt that h i • labora in the 

eezvice of hie State and of hh Nation bad zounded. out hh 

contzibuUon t o the publio we&l, Rightly he felt t hat be had 

earned the priYilege of returning for oll time to the private 

life whi ch had been his d:reu, 
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That Washington would h&Ye retuaed public service 1t 

the call had been a noraal one hu always been ay belie! . But 

the IWUIIODS to the Preddenoy had. come to him ln a time o! 

real orlsie and deep efl!ergency. The d.angeu that beset the 

young nation were aa real as though the very independence 

'Jaahlngton had won f or 1t had been threatened once :110re by 

foreign toea. Clear 1t mu8t h&•e been that the permanence of 

the Republic was at atake nnd that 1! the new goverr.=ent, 

under the Constitution, should !&11 in ita early days , the 

oever al s t a t es falling out amona the~aelvea would become eo 

many amall and weak natlona oubject to attack and conquest 

!roc overseas . 

So it cw:~e about that once aore he put tr011 hhl the 

life he loved eo .ell and took upon blmaelf the Preddenoy . 

That cannot have been a happy day for General and. 

llra . Goerge 'lfaahlngton on the fourt eent h of April, 1769-

a. day of torn e:aotion&, a c1ay of many regret& . 
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The dec1fl1on ha4 bee!\ .ade. We, their IJUoceaaors, are 

tha.nktul tor that decision and proud. of it . And I think that 

1 t -wo':Jl.d. have made Cen er&l and lire. washington happy if they 

had known that one hundred and fifty years later teno of 

1111111ons of Americana would a.ppraol&te and understand how 

they felt that day in their Yount Vernon home • 

........... :.1.~ N;.. //?~£ 



A.::JR:.SS Gr T': E Pffi:SID~I'r 
Jel1vered Itt.:.~. Vernan, Y1r,:•1n1a 

A-.,ru 14 , 19~9, !.' . 4? P. )< , 

\.'e hlwe cone ~o t;u! home or Goorre t:l'rh1neton 

today 1n ::1e;;:ory of (&notl.or) t h11t ot:.or Qlly, eY.Pctly one 

:.mdreu l'nci n.tt:r jef'rtJ It ·o. \' ,en t:lo 0'-"'''er or ::oun t 'lernon 

received a :neee~~.c:;e rror.~ t:.:e (t1rat) Con;;rees or ti:e ~n1ted 

Se.tea, t:.e r1rat C~n-rere or t: .e t:n1tet! States . 

;:ere 1. 1.1111 beloved l:ount Ver~0.1 he 11atene~ to 

( t:.ro) t:..t't fo!'CI!l .::eeel' ·e rro~ t::c Con;-r ess llnnounc1n_ ~1. 

electi on 1'8 t~.e t1ret PrC111Uent of t;;,c t:n1 tet! Stntes :J~ 

A;Jer1cl' . 

Ciu1 rler 'I'ho.,aon, ( .. 1a ;ueat) t:·.e bef'rer or t:.1s 

!llenr.n.·e, the ,-ue8 t or :lrn!tlnt ton, htt( r1ctcien i:lther rrol:l 

lie~. York t o b r1n.:; 1 t -- Ch11rlea '::· o=:o::m, r.ctlve o!' County 

Jerry ln !'relam!. , ,. Penne1lnmh !r1 o:!;iia."':, w1th a pl'ee1onate 

:r.eal for liberty, ll .. o , ttrouch !"1tteen eve:-attul 1eara , Md 

eervC(.. re t.-.e Secret11ry or t:.e Cont1nentPl Conc;reae. 

iie ... -:10 11re ere today cttn rerd1ly v1aual1:r.e tl':.et 

scone fro1.1 t:-.18 porch -- t: e 8)lrout1n:- la~tm, tl~e bucd1ng 

trees nne t!-'.e do~,:oo4B , 11nd the •1nJeet1o Poto:::mc runn1n[:' 

br nt ti;c root or t. e h1ll. :ie cnn v1ausl1ze tr.e tl".ouchto , 

too, \:l:1c:-, flo-...ed t~rou .1 aenernl Urn:;1n.·t~n ' s ;u1nG.. S#>y~ 

1n,_; rrret:ell to ~.1111 nra.y 1n 1?;'1,, t.!.e 1ndepen~encc or the 

Colon1ea nsr!lrel. , t.e , t>lren<.<;- t .. e t'Pt;,er of i!lc Country , 

llr4 returned to .11 beloved (::o•.1:1t 'lern:m} ~o:::~e w1th t:.e 

(hooe nn4) e:-~ectllt1on t~;r; •. 18 t111% ~-:r.s done rn~ t;~t 



Pi'&U;Un D. RoHueh Lt'bir11J'1 

n.11 • • tnn-M" t •G.e by ~b• nu.e 
8oa•• ·- •'• •JIOrtl'.a.n4 ... -·· ~,, 

pr ,,. 1 , 1n 
pal" ' tt•d 
•he J.O:h 
they 1 n t.b l" · Yl .. ~~,. f.rtpued. 
J'UdftC' tJ.t, 



!-.e vt:~ul(. uve a t'.A!>P:I 11n<! uee!'•1, 11!e on :..ta broad "ores 

(~'Jrln~·) t:~e re:ll'lnder ot hh dlo.ya. 

Bu t tryllli: tl~cr: 11tll, lny ahea~ for t he etrug-

t>11ng na tion , Md those yol\r • titter 1793 i)roved the moat 

or1t.1oe1 peAce yearn ln Rl1 our hlotory . 

CBlled rroo hlfl hoz:~e , he had pr esi ded w1 th aklll 

t~nd patience over t t.e Conetltutlonnl Convention (in ) .2!, 

1797 . Ant. anxlet;• l"nd aoubt Md "ttende<! hia tor many 

month• thereafter whlle he "m! t he thirteen Ste.tee waited 

tor ';)e lAted news t!ll't t:-:e Cona t1tut1on 1tael t' hlld been 

r atltled (by t he 5tt\tee) . 

I tn.ke it t!w t ~·;.en tho per-.Jtl:'lent !ra':let:ork or 

(the) !2!.! Union 2!...2.!!!::! h11.d been fissured ln t ho Sur:~::~er 

ot 17!38, tho electlOnll ordered find the f'lrot Congreoe 

BWILIIIOzted, Gener-Al ~iaahln..;ton r.IU&t hD.ve known thtl t t he taolt 

or t:•e ?:"eeldency Y-oul4 , vl t'•out cueaU on , tell on h.la . 

It :::ePnt ti~t once ~r-e r.c ¥Ould le~~ve ::ount 

Vernon be:ll:"ld h1 , with no oertl'llnty or :.J. e ret:.~rn , 11.nd 

t hl>t on t.ls shoulders, 1n e::e tu ott ::ort.l-t , w.ould l i s 

the bur G.en o~ lnltll!.tln_: the clvll lenderE~lp or c nov, 

untr-ied P.et>ubllo . 

He knew t iul t hie would be the ttu~l: o! ending 

uncertoln ty , ot endln:S Jealouoy between the Scvernl Stl\teo 

find ~ crMt1nc, w1 t 11 the hel p or e:1.e Con[;reea , a tunc

tlonl:tt; na t1:>:11ll covern:::en t tit to t ake lta Pl " ce 11.111.0ng 

tho ore;:anlzed nations or the world. 
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'iVo uys l11ter e lind hls fnallJ "'ere to ut 

fort on t:vt lon. end dltrleult journey by hl,·hway l"nd 

ferr:-' en•' be~e, wh1oh WIIP to oulclni\U 1:1 hls I naUJ.:urat1on 

cu1 Prul• ent on t:te bll l oony of Fedoro1 !WU ln 1:ew York Q!1t. 

on April 30 , 1789. 

Do•.1btleoe on thls vert porch he oat wlth Chnr lea 

~Olson he:trln llt !'lret- han1l of t~~e lonr" eft':trte of tl'.e 

;'1ret Senrte a:1t:. t:;e rlret ::oaee of Repreeentl'tlves to 

obte1n e cuol'\0, le11 r:11:1 ot t:.c unrn1;.,1ty by tm.lc~ the 

votes of t: e Electors were CPI!t ror h.l:l , lllltenln• to C:1e 

!)recedento t:~.,t 1rere b~ln set tn t:1e con .. uct ot t:1e f1ret 

Lc ·1e111 ture ·.mt:.er the C':tne tl t:.atlon , r~nG. t:.!.n.~lnt doubtless 

thtt t hle own every MOVe frors thl' t ry on for Otlny yer~re (to 

cons) woult!. be chrontcl eG. :i'or fu turo ·tencr!<tlona nnU t;;ereby 

sot the tecpo ani! t:,e ouetor-.e of t:.e Preala.ency ot tl'.a 

t:n1ted. Stt~tee . 

3ut I r'l to oe tor ·lven 1! I , the O::•lrty-Plret 

1ml.lvldun.l w::o Me <>or_no ti.e tltle of Prcold.ent , 1! I 

dtrell tor"' oo:l!ent o n the !'eellnce rlt.1ln t::e ;,el'trt or hla 

w:-.o tiPIJ l'bout t" :Je t:1e Flret ?rea1dent . 

t:re:11n;_;t.on '·'l'A eeaentl Ally A man close t::~ cother 

ee.rth. ::!.s 81\t"l:t trslnln. on "- ~lttntl'tlon , h1e proffUI81on 

or survetor , .1.111 ctudlee ln n;·r1cu1t ·1re f'nd the devolopoent 

of frM lnnds were never re'llf'ced bJ h l o outetrndlnr mlll t o.r-y 

eervloe under Br-t>ddoc% or- ,.. CO'll1t'ru1er- 1n- Chlet for t~le 



::e 1"-'10'IIi. t;: t ..-•. on ::ount '/ernon ea::.e t~ l.la by 

1nl.er1 t11noe, here .1e be11rt wae :Pll•nted tor ull t1 .e. 

Here :,e coula. tal:,. vlth 11111 ne1.,hVore p'bQut t .. e 1::J.J)rove-

?tent or ·11Dv1.,;o.t1on on t'1o rlv~;~r, ~tbout ·r !l!: t m11le on 

\.he creelo~ . llOOut the 1mprov1n o! h1~;}wnyn , nbout the 

4rCP.I:I or~ cll.nel to the weetern countr y , .1100ut e~k' ills 

nli rotation or oroi)s, Ct".>o•Jt t::e top soil , w~.1ch even then 

l.n.d bc.~'\111 to rWl orr to tile aero, noou t t:.e f)lant1fl6 or 

trees, new v~r1et1ee o! '"'oo pnt! !oo".C.er cropr, new bree4e 

or •:':lreee rna. cat:tle ""~ .::eep. 

liere , too , 'le ·•"d hie book11 snc l:ll.ll !n t:)uch 'llilth 

the 11ut:.ors nnu 11rt11t11 or t:te new Rml old •:orlte. 

:.ere Rt t.:e Junction ;>oint or the !iorth ,.m1 (or) 

t he South , 111: the toot or one o! the mn1n nrter1ee thtlt 

led to ~1.e excl tin: new lP.nCe Ueyund t]:e .. JuntA1ne , t he 

trp.velere And. t .. e ~e\>'11 etoppeQ. 11t ~de door . 

R1Lhtly ::e muet ~•eve felt t:.-.at hls lRbore 1:1 t:le 

eerv1ce o!' !Us St11te l"r.d or :.18 J:P.t1:m had rount!ed out h ie 

contr1outlon to t.te ;)Ubllo vefll . !Uf,htly he ~ tel t 

t:'.nt !:e hll.d er.rned tl.e p rlv1le1·p o! returnln:-- !'or 1111 t1'1'18 

to tl".e prlvD.te lite w:,lcl. hnd been h1a drellC. 

':'lvt ·.rashlnt:ton 1:ould l111.ve rerused pu011c service 

1r the cnll hD.d been t1. norr.uU one hna -"lwnye been my beller . 

Dut the Su;.!:!Onn to tl·e Preal(lcncy hr.d coce to hlm 1n n t1ce 

or reDl cr1a1s lll')d deep emer .•cncy. 'l'he den;:-era thl't ueaet 

ti;e ;oun natlon were ItS re~tl tle t.ilO•lt;h the ver7 l~O.epen~enoe 



~ l:re.i..lat.t:m hit von tor lt l..l'l~ been t:.rel'tened ::~nee 

1110re O'J rorel.;n roe e . Clear 1 t ... uet 1- ve ':)een t!v t t.~e 

t>er . ..,flnence of t!-.e Rep'.l:lllo w6o • t et11ke t':nd t:.:o t lf the 

new -overn:nent , u:1der tl:c Conet1tut1on, ehould. !'11.11 ln 

1te Mrl'J d&ys , the eevernl etntee fRll1nt; out l'mong 

tJ-,c:.:~selves trould "ueoooe ro ::111ny e:~~llll fl!td weRk nnt1one 

l'u'bJect t:l llttllc:t 11nd oonc:ueat rro;l oversc11e . 

~ so , ::11 rr!en,.a , lt cru::e t':bout thllt once more 

he put t'ro:l tl: t!'.e ll!'e 10 love~ eo \:ell 1:nd tooii: upon 

I-.l:~~aelr t::e ?residency . 

_-:.,f' t cMtnot IJ>VI;l been tl w .. ·.o!ly hap~y f11y tor 

.}enern.l ""~ Lrs . Georee ~:,.~t.t1n, ·ton on t!1e fourteenth or 

April 1739 -- 1t rmst hrvc been,. dtty o: torn euotlona, ,. 

d"Y or _nn:r re::rets . 

~ t:·.e dec1fi10n }.,.d i.>een ur·de . ~ 1-:e , tl.olr 

ruoceasors , nre t:l.llnl:t'ul for tilf't C.ec1111an 11nd nroud of 1 t . 

AnC. ! t:.:ln'{. t.-:t't 1t "'aulC: hAve ~:~~~de G<!nerl\l ""' ::re . 

.!tnu. tlt'ty yel're lr ter t ene or allllona or A::lerlcana would 

~tpprec:latc Pnd underetnnd how they !'elt t~ .. t d11y ln thei r 

:.ount Vernon home. 



1789 1939 

The One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Notification by Charles Thomson of the 

Election of George Washington as First President 
of the United States of America 

at Mount Vernon, Va., April 14,1789 

UNITED STATES CONSTITimON SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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......: ,.._., -< ·o, -:;, ~··,H;.·t.~--' ~-:.· . . .. <10- b 1,...,, 
:-~ ~>:;..1 :; : .. ~-·. ~:.t ... .. -; ... ~ ~-"' , ._,. ... ~ ...... ~ ·~-"" " 
._,.. •• . :rl. ~ .• \: ~ 1"-~. 1 ~ . ~--··· : • ... ~ t l>u e.,;at\l~\1~ 
>l hl~ ~• b..·•. I".HI. & ~. ·~. -t~to~. 

:,....~;_It u •. t h.;. ·.·.~ _A r.:.:. u r:r--""-"'r" or 
1~ • t"-- 1.~1 o , .. .- ... , , :. "" ;.....'1J r t t L?il'l, t b• 
l.·•t -· . <>rl r . .: ..:. \!'.:. nrn c~..-"-'~ ::-.uco .. l , G..r.c. n L 

--~t- . 1,. •o. •'' 1-~t- ~~-.,. '.11<.\ ~~ ... ' '""'of :h. """'Lt.~. or 
-.... ~ .... ·h:·~-· ~~--~-~~-. tD.l' c..- !liE.. 

1: ,_.._,, t~:t oc.e.. .., ... 4 .-o-..::.4 !..O">L .':..W.::t ,~....,., 
~t:.: tt·., ·cttt n c,_.,_~~.;.w ~.- 'tl• .~::_,... , *'..t tbot -
•.t: IL!!:L . r, U. u ... r:r orr ::->1'111, ._ .. -,.~ U v :a. """.a 
. r ;d~l~~~- : t!.o- c:.-n L..okr.;:t, :., or • """• .ont.rl~t 
;;.. - .. \. .. 

'I 



l'o~...-tt.UIIII .. ..:at t. t • .. t,.aot o:'illti"'-U• 
1~11")' , j<,ooolol.o:r .,., • ._., tllo """""! :ht .. ~•J c,...u,., wU II 

u.o .... Lrfllfllii•Co"'P''••·•~"II~nl:.,: r .. uoaolto""-' 
til w '-"• tu vheo~ cr..o.., •·• oroo•u . .e U U QU vt Ill• ..;,rlt. 

T~Ndu:ro h l or ~~ ..,,,,, r·..-.ll:twwn 1.<> on forth 011 

lb~l l~r~ "'' ol,lfheult j 'IO<IT., ~t 111;11r7 ~110 h rl')' ~114 t>- rrt , 
"""ldll -· to ~ull:.\11<.U 111 11!1 li:O"C""~\1~1 u ProoUWI\ Oil I U 
-...leOfU' of '""'wf'll li~U In Y."" Ton 01 .t.FII 30, l?M. 

DO-•~Hotl o:o 1!111 T~'T pordll hi "'' wttll Cllarho 
n.oo- ll..arl<>!t n n,-n..k'OI&t ~ .. ,,., lea,. o N0or-u ~ '"' tlnl 
C..11 o N1 t t.o ~lnl 1:.-o oe ... ,_~ 1&\111...,1 I O obUII 1 ,...,,_, 

lc'\l"'lllllt•rtl.oiiJEU.&JUIJ'llf"'l!Cta.. • ot ufllf t!IIDMtoro 
-.. ..... nr..rU&,lln.,..I:I"Wtll• -,..••tolfl.,t.,,..,.II!IC 
H I lolt"ti'"IXI ,tlll•rJrallAcillAI\101'1-ori~Coa
nltuUWI, »<! 'Jll:llo.l~.(' (oou~\1 ... U.'\t Ill• ....,. .....,...,. ~ r-. 
ti:U 4-1' ~" ~ I' ~113' :;.,.-o to o..c• ~ld h. <!lft.:o!elO<IL I'Or-
t'\1"'"" ,.. ... ~.u- • .,., ,...,,. • ...,. " ' u, . t •;o 4114 1t.o ..... ,_.or 
1~1 ""•!due:; or u ... t:Jolt .. :toiH . 

1>-~1 I...- to l.• :'orrl••n 1r r, u.o n.LN:;-71r.t PrloUnl, 
c ... n tor~,_.., ,...,~~ ~ .olllll'• •II.". I" tl.o ~-<~rt Oot M• ..,o 
"'' , ._, .. , wloo t..,~ 71:oot P;"00\6<o:~t, 

1-:~r' lft{;\<.t."' """'.::Usl~ v.a cleo=<> to oo\! e r 11rU1. 
~II •~rl:t lni:oii>J (;01 o ,.:.a~t~li0'10 )l;o ~ror~a:;l"" o~ .. n..rJ'IIr , 
1\11 u,.u.,. u: "':--:1"'1.t';"' ....e u.o•J"'-lor:o>o~' oe r.. ..... 1:1104• 
..,.. """r r.pl~r•~ tr, t~o conn:nll..- asHt:....,. '""'~ ...,.u 
=~:iO:."' ~r-t.~:..4.h·r nor 1~ .!!jot :tA" or u.• 

~ l:loO• tt~t ..,~,. ~' 'lei'IM!II ,_ ~o bl• b7 ,._ 
~~r\l.ol\1101 , lion Job ,......, r.o ;>l..,tot 1\l-r ;U u-... I!•N H 

'""" tl\lt W:.U! bl~ •olot.t<lre -.l>.>·ot tbe 1r~..,.,.,.,.,, or M Y!• 
c~tiOI'I. Oft tb~ rt ... ,;·, ~~~t ,.;rhl .. lUI 0 1'1. II• CNtU, ~I>Oul 
\11~ l•.pi'<IYII\ol Oof " lf1\..,.Y00 ~~\U !.1-1 o!N·· <'f ~ C'ltl ll to'""' 

~:~~~ ~:':~~';,;,;.be:~:~:! I~~ .. ~~~'~':., o!r~~!'t.:~!. 
oliO->\ t U jl.,.llt.e'f , ...,..., _...,.lo,U~oo~f<'<><l ""41">:>41kr 

err..o, • • -I• • f l:or-• ,..~ c~tlloo ~~~:d ••~r• 

J't:-o, too, bol:-.111\olooto~'"''" '""cbwtlll llle 

...,~~:;.,.. - .r11 uo or n.o ..., .. · • ol~ .,rlto. 

1:~ ... .,, ·~· j..,..tl..,pc;ltt .. r ner.oro.-or 111>1 
!;oolt~. u ~~ root rJt ""'oe t':t ~111 '"·tarl u u.,.t 1M to Ull 
~Uiti"C ,_.. h:.lo ""'J'n<! t~t ::O....tii\M0 I)> ,,... ... hrl -" 1M 

- sto~ 0<11 ~~ tll~oor. 

IUM-tll' t .. r.ul\ )r.~"" roll tl.>t "I• l·bcrl !11 II:;• H"• 

I n or hi• .;14u .,..., ••r •.!ot.-'lc" "'' ..... ~-..~"" ..,., hi• """"'1-
~ut:oa 14 ,.,~ p>bllc --.! , l<l<j.tll .:.~ r~lt ,.,.,, 1.0 '" " u ml4 ttr.t 
rrlrll•l"'"rrolu~l~rt.r:.ll tl,.,. :o tbcrrJ••I• lltl ,..\ldllhl 

l>l>•hii4Nor:, 

~~ 11~~.1..,.:.,.11 ., .. ld ~ " rot\.- r~bllc o•M'ioo tr 
t::..c~ lh..l .......,., -,._.,.u e ... L.u'll'""""""'" r::t'•dl • t, .. , 
"• ~-~ to ~ FNII.It .... fJ' ~~.....,. to Jt.lE l:o ~ u ... ot r.t.l 
frlolo or4 '-••I' ..:o.:oe-.,..1• '!'lu. tlf:Coon Us\ lt*Ut ~ :r-. 
•~'I'"" '"""' ., ro-.l "'' tl>o-"o: tile "·~ Lat•;>c~""" ::~-., .... 
t...4.,•!orut:-~-..:tt,...,,,.... ... roc ... b7tanlt:"f"oJ• , 
u.o~ It ,. ..... , !:oon ......_ <Ut lh ",..._. •• or t bo R•p.t)1lc •• 
• t n#o-..e ,...,, 1! u..,..,. ,o-...--,..t, ...:or t!\o:~utltutl,., 

.,oul.4 r ... u L:Lu ..-.:1r 4.o:)"c, 1!\,,..,...,.l • hiAiot:o.lllncout 
~r-c ""'"' ,,,:uo ""~a Wtor>o M "''Ill' E~ll •.n6 -~ ... u .... 
&ubJn l to •;u, w. :!"'0! """'~' ... ~' rrun - r" ••· 

to t1 ~-e:~ ,,,., !t. •t•••r..an "~ "'" ~ua tJt.o 
lito 1>< 1o•~4"' .... n .~ tock u~ hi~Al r t iHo P>-Nih...,. 



~' • ·.anot W • ~-• m h P"Y 110' for 1:.-e~ml ""' )~n. 
o...o~ce \o•ol t '><i"'D on t~• ro..~, • ...,c. o~ April 1'11!1 - ~ ev or 
"'"" """"",.• • tiV ot a..cy rov-u. 

'l't;.~ tl.eUI~ ~Ill l>o<~n ""''"• 'h , tl..,.t~ oun uOQr•, 
,.. Uo·r ~!'•l •or Uo~t ~Ml•l011 ...t pr<>ud <>t tt. \:>01 t thllll< 
\t,'rt It _,o;ltl ~ .... ll".t... I)..M....J .... ~ ):ro, 1o:o:!ol'"f"WO IM.r,r If 
u.o:r t-<~U.•t oa.Mind,.....•JOlttttr ,..·rohurt..,oor 

::1111.,... or,._. • .,..."""~ • rll""et·t• '".10! ...,o.,~u..,..d ...,. \.lo<lf 
~ ... u l::>M tl·'l '" t h.llr ~t Y•n.x~ -.o. 



I'• 

J, .... ~ . t,(dl .. .... , 
Oor-lot Wff liM • ••lUI tf Uoo W.lto.l ltoltl l011otlt .. 

U• ... ,,..,,,,.,,, 0.-tttlto oUt M "" " r•••· ""'It t•UI 
ot ltiO t 'tlwll n ..,.., ,., .. ,, 'Irs toto, II •-•,.It Uoo IMnll 
........ ,...,., of liMo hUtlt ttl .. i11:r OMrloo ,._,. of .._ lltt U• 
, , ... ,,.._..,,,... .. ,,rlnl '"''t•ttf U..hltNhatn. u 
Ullo oo~. IM '"'"•' tf U.. OIHN hUtt •Ill .-a: . 

.. , ... wi U 1oe ,_. lt..,.ll.,h to tM ,..,. ... •MI"U ur. 
,, ... trttll ..... ...... ,_ ca.....t .. "'"'-- ........... ,., tlh-
,.... ....... ,.,...,.,,t.~~.c .. u -toiC...Oon. no.--·· ., u .. u..•,.rplt\l&lhcNt..,... ... u,.•......, ... ,.... ,,, .. c_ 
u .. tal c...,. .. • • -•-•tr d..:,t .. ~ u ... , 'Hoq u ootl.tr 
t"-1 Uo• ... u ... • o-ral YoolllftC\oo ot llio tlMU .. •• rtrn Prut••••t Uwollalt .. l tatu. h •••Mri.)OVII.,.fi'Ooi"Jorlcto 
lloll.oot Toi'IMIII, TlrCIIII&, Ia \litH dqt, ·-~ltr II U.. •••• of 
~to•'• trip. ht, onert.Mhn, 1"- .... ..-a'th TirloMOII M l 01.11 for 
llctwlt Tor.oaoa .tr~or1171.b , 171t, uhtacoutr .... rt41ac4toh· 
, .... uopo, ·-~tnclll"""'''""oa" tuuu., 

~In"'- -. \lora Ia \1M ,_ of Owl ... , ,...,, • ..._.,.., c-17 
DorfT, , ,..,.,.. • .......,., 29, 172!1. •- ~ .. Ill JoM -n.-, -or 0.. 
•n "lfl•lalllo- o r tnnor. Clo&rtu ~ • • kno ot o t t.. ..... 7rot.,... 
t.ot • lcntloo- ronloc: lrolu4 or u.o..-u or M r "'' ,....,.le . .,,.. U... 
1-1.1 tllft...,. Wt tllotor.,.. .. utH -.1-c tbo .Ulaattoll ~ oa U.. u
oln&U• er tiM -1• trW 11114 tiM ..roro-1 or tiM hot .kl • 

.lehlo !boao•, U.. rot!Mr, M1•t...: l>Ma lett & ola-r aiUI oU -'-1 chUUOD, 
U U,..hM l oll -.b • l:r.- tor U.• IJo .U.rleo, t'bQ' Mt oall t.-- lrot.a4 lD. 
173t oqo•tiac u H•• 1.& 7o...,ql""l o, t.l:r.• ""- IJo Sacl,... ao doe 1&-' ot IIIli< 
udloaor. tiw"lactllo'IOJaCOtho toU..r•ooi\&Ck ... •UII o ..toloo.l dcbl .. o&a4 
diM .tUlia oiFtot tlloU.rl"""t.boro, lhb<MJ"•ooutlntotl>ooc...,_.. 
t hlo UI'U of "''Dol-.. Bh uptrtac pr..,.or •11 °GM tllb U••• up.• ftlo 
4Mtl:r. OCIIIM•t&l_,,.,..,..rrocuac uCI>N"luud""" r ' r'r..Sto thooccoolu, 
llo oal41 °1 noM-.,. IM IIKol<l.o or IV' "'*'lrl., &&4 -~~ 1""- fad•.,., o loM4 1111 
opo aa4 pufo,..... tho 4ot !111-.1 .tu.ttu to l:r.1.11.0 LIU\o Chal'ho ... U a ~· 
ol4 "'"'· n.o olltt<lru - •• .,.. lett u tbo •~"<~T or 0.. '"' OOJit&l o -.bUo tllor 
.. ,.., ....... oa.,.r.atJ" .. cootlo,Do~. 

011 '""'"'.OC " ,.._ CaoUo, til& .t.x DloMoo unu .. ., .. , ,_,,,.._ u4 It h 
"""' ,.. .. ru. u...t tti.Q" .. ,.. b-' u .. .,.. .. ,..._"-"· '"''""'"' to -.,.tiMrltlu, lllll.u 4rltte4 to Sooltlo Cai"Oll.u. M4 1.& tho lnolu\1_.,. War u,... u..,.,.,... llloMlf-.,. lito cr•t bron..,.. ,u,..,.., •- • ,....,.'""...., r..--r 
,,... ••• Co.ot lo,.... o _.._, o1 IA.IK......,to or lito -. JoM, .,., otlll H.UC l.o 
~. Do4..-o -loot-. ,...,..,.tooata. Cloorlu, olUI ,._-'" ,_......,, 
r..t4M tor • ti.M .till tile rwq or • tota..kaallll at ... Cutlo-~~ or 
hwrl..ecl:r.loU..tMUUOFP.._ttco. 

Ltttlo C:Wloo cl>&al:l4 t o.,.. .. .._.. u... IPIM • tl:r.h U.lp 1111 •IPt u4 
..... II liM\ aco, lie 11M 4ot-lllo4 to Woolo lllaMU to -.u ... 'ftol~uo. !loo 
cl:r.ll4 ai"OM- •IPt ...S .W hh , ..,_ otth o,..U: -llh bao:k • .A.& be 
t""'c..a t horo..a,ootla:r.owtnc""''U.Orllo-t ,lt••hhebOIICotoboonrt.lc .. b)' a- ot 1111 MIP'Ior-. -. oatut.,. loU oo . .. r ... ttn ... ttllllt., '*""lila 
....._, lit ww14 llloo t o h Ia fllwr. Ufo. .. P~"<~IJIIlt .,._,.a that Ill ollw.l4 llko 
to" 11 oelloW u4 tho\ lit ftllll<l. to cola llh NPPfr\ b)' Ml oh4 u4 ,._,.. !loll 
upl)'"" pta .... U.. - U..t W t oolt ~t. "- W pot Ilia Ia oc~ool. 

!!lo ,._or tho-..., \lohltr14111. Charlu "'-"" h ...o-, bu.t llor act 
otll:l....,•t• cl>ucl<l.-tht...,hc..,...••otllhllto .,.._ O..,.lM-• l>- ••N41At 
tatiM .kllll..,ot lftLOII400,ChootorC-t)'", 7..,..ql-l.o. 'fl:r.ltou•U.IItl:lo 
lie~ tf lllo 'lroU..r, .llozudar. ta • qotru ot p>atlt-., Cllnrloo .tto.....-41 ,,.... 
_, .. l:r.h lorot.Mr •UI:r. • t..-. 1.o U.. olol.oUT or r .. Cootlo. 0. l • •l..ec U.. r .. 
.._... .k.......,., Chorlu ftlo- at -• •- a 1-l:r.or"""' roolu.t •• at..-. • u.. .._. or ... c: ... tt .. c-t,. 11a _... • ....... ,~u .. .:~Mol 1.a u.. oOOJI4r ...,. 
tl:r.at ....... ... u.. r ... - M -· ... ,,......., tM Mot ,_..,, 1.a all U..t net•. 

11111o" '""'*-'at u.. roo~-~. ""-' _... lH ~tuc• or 
Dr. ftullll••fhll-tl)'"MQII:IItiiii Mrlcala r....,.ttU..•r.t!PfChOta 
.... l~laftO&U.oo l.oJ'I:r.il.llllal,plt.la. lol..ec7 .... tU.toftMIIari&t!'Not••l.oUII 
oow.kllll-•t,.U.._lplo.U,J'rwll<ll• _... •M•t tl:r.o.,...rt•lt7 to~• 



l'f•lllto t t r ""-• h U.. wMtl. l fth ltoUt•U" •• , ._.. ... I • 1?41 •• • 

:."'C:r~~.!::!:: :.*J\.,1
: ~~.!',;"!r!.~!:'::,~:, ":'uc:!!.'f:it!~~· 

... f1Mll7 ltol.,..tUN I I l?f\ II lilt Vll\ .. tol\7 I f hMIJ'h-\t U II- \l ,....,.), 
"'-• kfM 11\1 IN\111 Ia lll.t locad- .. "'-• 1, 1?61, •t& .. t\7 IIII o 

IINicu -~ M" phuM \1M .. u.trltlll, tw ... ,, ... ontHUn "'' -
~II hlo poo\Uoa, "'-- ,_,.,.. u a tMclooor La tbt ~ •Ul hl7 
17M aM t..- U. , .,.,u at tbo •Mel at U..t ,, .. , U -• • •n o~le t ... 
!~"':~.::.-dw.l- ot u. h n .cMIAI'o t.a u.. , ..... uu, t.,.cl&ll7 h 

T'woTMtolator,ft>oaMa-t.a'He-at..cl>lr&n4-.o tltotl&llapootlt011 
l 1 .... , II-.._ 11 tbt 1rUUu P- Cb&:rttr kbool, Pb.lladtlphlt, l&l<lDC 
ob&rp o f 1~1 taU• kllool . • • aut 11&11' of lit• .._toe h U.t .. .._ute "-'· 
..... ••..,l..,ortor ....,,h11>4;la;rp ta .... t o .. ot...,.coKo, bah, 110., tr,. 
,.a;riouoLoU..att .. ,, uu.. - u .. , bt_.o.....,,.....,.,,.,btJo.utollar-o>.co. 
'ftlto ~·_.'~~alii .... 1'166, bJCharlll....._..,.__. _.- tbt )'aoiiM ot U>t 
.. tno .... Sa; lanlr rhoro, · - JtrHtT. !I>IN ... - u ooo ..U of It Ill tbt 
J...,.....oofu.tC..uo-.WCo!ot,cNn. DuU.Uoo.....,ll\lo.t, U••-lQ'W.t• cut lq e_ .. , aM ----1111111• for 1M -rtou .....,.. 

J..o ,....17 u l?U, Do-.-"- 1-of cr-t WI-• W ......... t the 
p,....lnet of ,_.,.hut"" bt ~ to &l•lq thet diai'Kllr ""''0 1>1 •1At11.,.. 
lh ......... t ll.tour ,..,.tau.o•4&T•. tt••• Popular.,..ot..tftratacu.o 
tnn.ll of &117\ht"C 10.., "II h u '""" •• If Chul .. !'llo.oor.'a ,_""' to 11. 0 
ror ll•tral,....,o, lllt tnntltr lnlwlllli..,.Uef llooeolo!l¥flNhtl&llaol lll of 
ttrroron•e-toftht i D41.., 0\IIrll"'· tlltre..,otlltofo ..... tllthl~ 
&oooctalloll. Or ..... lt&llo.t bJ 1 au.Hr gf ~Nid-I ~ro Ia 17M to pKllJ IIIII 
IM!Ma. CM...,UatiM o .. ,. llol4 'tJ' till .u- talioo aM the &ltfot•t ID41M 
trllleo. Cllarl11 "'-- ot l'tr.Ut4.olpllla •• at ....,, ~lui& locrii&:I'J' to tlle 
.... IOCI&UM , - M - - U. •aiU..O• I f lllo b4\•o 'tJ' llh \Nu.t'lalMU .... 
11.11 ettoru to~ Joutlct for U. ..,.,_ trtMa. ~ .. ,.,101.•"" to~ 
,...\u,JIIIIrlCI>II-IAottllltD4\tlo,.-Mll'ooN4tO ..... IU>IWltiNUo 
-lootllpn>O ... IIlP• !'wOINIIIIII'IrtMl&otla•toalal7M,IIIIhllal\ 
or •hlell • PQ,..I ptiiCI .. , Htll .. for P- o:rh..,lo &D4 11.11 tbo othlr pro'l'l"""· 
Atoo.•ot lho11 tN&Un, !tooooOOI .. tt&optl&lB\0 t11.o trtMot tlltbol...,eo ..-4 
cl•• tho- 0l tct>-.u-t.--d,0 11111~11 truolat .. ""'' 0floo ... .t>o tolh lllo 
\1"\1.111. 0 h-ot thle u .. , lito - •• ropr414 u ..., ..1>1• ot tn&U., a11d lA all 
UltfKH oll.&l&i....,.tlt ofiMZ...Ollltlooo.orypetto4,htoJ""'Pul .. •re.,.ctt4. 

Cllulll~-•uelUr toU..Plrtt rr.•'"''rtu~lt.,l'tr.ll.o41~11. 
tilt ... ..,.. I f U. ·~Act tlrOQII:It lt.lt tD.IO tile..,._ of poUitu, ... Ill u.r .. 
lt.lo ..... t. -t hte U11 Cll;lll at the ool-.hU, llborlaC •1111 M IIIMH I ll&l 
tlo&t 1>1 --b.- U 0flot S.. 44aooo I f Plt.ll.o41lpllla,l lh .... 10 ... 11 !.a pOlttleo 
....., ..ttll hliNol....,,totllteltJ. hl~.-uoh\ .. lltr""'h••ooeiiiJ 
-ll.ltd.attortllal t ftlllf...,..JIUit&, to ,.lchPrMldh bMMl...,.t, ,,.,.tell. 
tt•otht ""ot"" to &locuupoltllca.l..,..oUo•o, wbllttlll..-lt.trtflrtecnot..,l 17 
o11the&lort u ... ,, d., uohl....,tlo tlltlrft llowclthlllo. 

0.. OctoMr ~. l'M4, '"'- .,., •loolo& u a ...:>hr of tbll. ,..,..,.,....,.11 
b..-1;,. I" Ulto 'H47 1M dlop~ tho- lhr..U.n tllat Mtl..,.la4 1111 c0114uct 
lalhot.,.._llacaMua..,.trotU..o-lHMofeorN.,...._,, ..... hi 
llkrt&otalou.o17 •1tloU..olhtrpo.trlauto....,.t_......,fortbll.ee-ur .... 

!!oM..., aat M17 p.n ,,...17 ot h h 11 ... tot lho e .... of~·· ftt 
Ill aho .. McrtW It b.h ..,.,, &I a ertUcal poht ot Ill• a...ot. ttoo, wbM U..rt 
1111 P' .. l 4Mpr of lh &hoohU• of the -lcM...., t or ... , ot pr o'l'ldolt, boll. 
IIIIUIOfthepo.tr10tiO_Il....,II.WIIop'O•thtl r tiM<lotolhl-lOf 
11,300,000,00, hlt-llltl•r lptlollbtiDCIUI,OOO. OO. 

t'llll.e~~~.&e oflhtulllll.htollo4oto•4ilJe4•....,e4.,...hlctM -r ofl7?&...a 
ooo OU ohr ~~~~ ot 11111 ~. lh• flrot CMtt-w C""'CJ''" ••-tlll4 at l'll.tla41l
JIIII.t. """'""' 1 M lln ""k11.1 a t Ull to.& or t.lt.t Uhrt7 ,.,q Mtv.l17 114 t o 
llh uhcUoo u locrU&r7 of lllh c..cnu, olotclo -• •- •1~1 """'•Utoa, !lot.....,, of """-'• appobt..at It llliN•tU. ... llo4 1114 a otellllll lt.. to 
ltlu .......... lant- .. !larooi&T &apt-., In, ..,. ooatac 1.- "'tW.lpllta t. llh 
c...,hop •llllllto • Itt • thoo foUowta& llodo.,:r, lot llo4 ,..., aU&IIt N •• • ... "*"'"....,. to hta fro. tbt Pr111Aooll It C-cn11 lhot "'..,,, 111 h la '-114111•17. 
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aU ...... wttllopton.lttl' lauf"tot. 3otr.,tGaHtlah'aact...,.1"1U..",....,.' ..,. 
HIDiptlrllttrl_.co .. ~lb'tateNM.tllHprocruo ofoGltoiCthU..Ol4'1orl4 

oo uhtt-c ltU.tro tolq w.. Jttrtz"oo•..., -tl-'b' -uac .till rrou ..,_ 
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lU4ottloo~ofti5J'IU•· 



• 
8\';AJ:::STI:"::S -:-- ':'- PR!:S7 .•E'"':' 1 S "':~''3IDE:HA':'IO • :r: :".!:PARA:'IC" 
OF :•!S R~:A.~3 'X -::: -RCA"'~.\S'i' !"'' ";:2 A ':A'nCl!AL R'X'K*t;P :1\01! 
''0'1~ C''f''' c:· J.PRIL 1', ~~-g t: :·o P!i, E . S . T . 

'!r. Cho.lr::::c.n , !!ll.dfl>:~ Rer·ent : 

Zhe !Jl ace where ~1e stnnfl todn? ill ho l :r •-round. Thill 1a 

tt.<. 
• nat1ona.l shrine . The heart or ';l:e nation ~uP.t eve-r lcat 

In this B"»t :-:.allowec!.. by lt'l aasoc!P.t lon with t~e life 

ani\ work or t~.e Fo.ther o! Cu1· Cou:ttr;·, we O.e?.!cnte ourr:elvc• 

nnew to t~:~e 1net 1t ut1one or (o·~oeroc:; cstc:~u.5:'.c(i in the 

Weatcrn He'nh~::ere under his lcado1•e:'L1p . T''lour;:h ot:..er no.t1ons 

any foil or f a l ter , we or t' o ~:ew liorld will never renounce our 

aller-lance to the ~enoeratlc W&? :~r Ute . 

We s'lAll Co"':tbuc to :1.01,. aloft c.n~. to suehln by every 

ruource at our CO'' and !~e ~eat torch or llbert:· w1·.1oh 

1/as'.lnP"ton raised t!w.t 1t" Ur·ht r:tn~· ever shine ":!!re b.lf"htl:~ 

thnt 1tt~ rlorr ':lilY ~e seen oven !'ron ntar . 

Such l s tl!e re11olvc wo !"T!'.ke here to<".A:r, t::e pl edl ·e ot 

lHert1 vnt.ch we g1ve to all t~e world, to all natlone and 

1')80ples fro::. V.ount Vernon . And what thourhts and retl~et1o:-~s 



0 
-!'-

eooe to us on t":;h or.e hundred P.nd ttftleth ann1versar:· of that 

day in ATlr1l , 1789 when the venerat-le Charles 'rhomson o!!lolally 

notitled George Wnshlnr:ton o! hls election a.~ f l,rst Preddent 

~ 
ot the United States . A nntlve of County Derry ;A~ hl!.~- b:rourht 

to the colony o! Pennsylvania the Irishcnn' ~ oosolonate zeal 

!or Uberty, T:".ooson h.nd throu ·h fifteen event!Ul years 11ervcd 

as Sec:retar-~ of t~:e Continental ~on"Teu . 

The 't.urden which ',1aahln:tton ttaa about to assume A.S a 

result of the tldlnrs brour·ht to hlr:l by ':'ho:1son wtUI a '.envy one 

t\11 he '1".18t hnve reaUr.ef: in the houri! of reflection ll.!'ld l'l8d1to.tlon 

in this oulet retreat t!".rourh the ~·ears fro:~~ "'orktown lh 1781 

and the ':reaty of Paris in 1783 , 

I a.o afraid Ton Paine ' s ent:mala.aa rnt ~he better ot ·\a 

Judft"'ent v;1en he declareG. 1n the lAst nu!Yer or tre •Cr1s18• , 

publ1Ahed after peace ner:ot1at1ona had boon concluded thAt 

•The t1c:.ea that tr1ed ~en ' s •oul s wero over• , 

Rather were the, oost tryl.rw tines st1:.1 ahead !or the 

to 
etrur~l1ng nat1on,/the lea'-ersh1p 'or vhic!": Washincton hnd 



_,_ 

been called b:t the sutrrue or hla oountryoen, One or our 

( I) 
rente at hlatorlnna , au:a:nlrw up the t"J:"oblt't::!B that beset the 

Govern~;ent ot t'r<~rntlon, deolc.red that •t:tm period of 

flv~ ~rcnra follo:tlnr; the peace of 178:5 Wt\t: the !:IOf!t cr1t1cal 

:o..,ent ln All the hlato1•:; or t:te Al.lerlcan -.:eo!)le . '!'l':e darters 

!ro":l w:::.tch we were eaved ln l?;S were even --t·eater thp.n were 

the fanrere fro"'l t"·'~lch we t:ere t~o.ve~ ln 1965• . 

When the Constltut\on l'>.Ad _'1-elln !ltt!'ely rnt1!'1ed, Wnehlngt on 

mny well hc.ve hc.d n :ore.,onltlon thttt he woulC! i::e t he choice 

of hle contry:::en as t'":t.l t1ret Prea!Cent of t:1e United Statee 

aM t:18 eltu:-.tlon v:~lch confronted hl::t t:a.e not an easy one . 

and no.t1onal gover"ll:lenttl wa11 unstable under the Articles of 

Confederation; thnt tl'..erc was a Atea4y .·.ru~t toward anarchy/ 

unoortn1nty nnd c?-.aos , For \t "";Uf.t be rc:lt:abered that eYen 

( I) T~ '9</.Jo.o. 



after the &do!)t1on of the Conet1tut1on which had r.ade 

l·laeh1~•ton 1 s election ":}()BIIl"cle 1 there still 1:aa the oroblem 

ot weldin,.. t hirteen sepert\te roi)Ublics into a nation . 

Previous to tr.e a(.outlon of tt.e ~onetitutlo~, each state 

:.. ..... m .. ~ 
;Vta eets.'..l!.st.:-· ltn ow/\~ and fiscal systene , ita 

o•m tt•t:.de re•-ul&tlons, 1nclud1n•· 1noort c.~: uric& , a~lnnlnP, 

rorul.l'.t1ons o.nd t:~e t•oet . Z:10 result ws.s t~mt w~.en Wns:'ln~ton 

t:1e d1n1m· room of l!ount Vez•aon tl".nt ho :1ad been elected 

President. he was faced wl t~ a !'2edley o!" confl1ct1n· · and 

contrndlctot·y s t nte lewe and •ntc.·-on1etic sectional lntereete . 

re-;a.rt.lnr their territorlc.l houndnl'ics . ':':UOco.ts o! secoralon 

nr.~onc cUano.tlt:tled s tates o.t.dod to the friction . 

•:raahin•·ton 1 dur• nr t":o11e clnys of conte~;>lntion nnd 

:oeAltntlon here at "ount Ver:'IOn, c!co.rer to :as l'.eart tl'.nn o.n:r 

other ~lace, eaw the neceult:r of atre~henlng tM eplrlt 



or union · 7 ee:Jent1ne nll o! tho coa:ooncnt l)ftrte or tho 

nation into one ent1ty , li\.s .,l'Ol-lc:l t:as to oake t hirteen 

eeoarote republics runctlon na tt. nnt!on unf'.er the new nnd 

untr1e~. Constitution. 

?.o~o· well he eucceedef. i ll a•t{'&t ce. :.:; nll ..,ur aubae[!uent 

l.i~tory t:u-ou~!l. t:.s t~ trcu an<". atora ot a ee::.tut7 nne." a hnlt , 

The example or hi s courage, h i a p{ltience, his vision l-.nd 

his fortitude r emttins to inspire ua toany . In these anxious 

times <when tho; solution or gruve ucono10ic <:.nd soci&l problema 

challenges us at home t-nd the auault on de!llocr &.tic inat1tut1o s 

ubro11.d threatens the peaca of th~ ~~torld, .. e may turn to 

Washington for hope ~nd courage und new strength. 

Against tearful odds he l ed the colonists to victory over 

superior forces "nd in a~.;rker d.aya that "ere to follo• he gave 

the new nation a for111 and pv.ttern •hich have enaur ed to this day. 

OU r s is the tiut y to adapt the principles 5h1ch \lv.sh.tngton estu-

blished to the needs or n t'entieth century motion to the end 

that the tu.ppiness &nd security or all the people au.y be aafe 

• ••1.1"l~t ,.ll ,.!111\ .. ult . 



fiPUCH Or THJ: PIIUIODT 

•oun VJ:11010J 

APIULU,l838 

JUJ)All IUOtiiT, lUSTER DIR.IO'f'CIR or.n:IUL, 1.40118 AND OO:!'LD!D : 

1'1 I:I&YI 00111 to the hOM ot George ... hlfli\On to~y 

111. •-.ory of anoU:er d.ay, e.a:aotly one hun4rl4 P4 U tty 

)'lUI -.;o, wbtD. the owner ot Xo\IDt Yti'IIOG recll'I'K • ••••e.g• 
!J'CHI tbe !Sret CQngreee of tbe UDUK. Stat u. 

-~;;- ~--_. ~-,; ,;,, :.,~)H~t~ne¢ 

to tiM to~ •ueage fJ'OII tbe Oonsr••• t.nnOW\otns hh 

llec:tlond the tiJ'•t Pl'n1dent of the111'11ttd. 8t11t11 of 

Chulu 'lt\Q:3cr., btl 8\1411t, ha4 rid.41D. hither f«Nt 

~. (..·.~ .... \t:: 
It• To r )...,- Charlu ~n. nltlYI of CCw\ty Derry 111. 

Irllead, • Penn.eyl'l'anie trte~, wUb • pulloaate ual 

ltr1'14 U tbl Secretary Of thl 0oD.t1DIDta1 Oo!lgJ'III. 

te who ul here t oday OM r iMUy 1'11\I.&U .. thiU 

ecene frc• th1e porch-- the epr ol.ltlfl& lun, the bl.l4dir~G 

by at the t oot of the hill . \k can '1'11-.lhe tM th<Nghtl, 



ofblada)'a. 

p4aoe reua In all OW' hbtory. 

t.lld. plltltnot oTer the ContUtutloll.&l ConnnUon In 1?8?. 

tbt Oonat U uUon U aelt ha4 bttfl rat1tle4 b)' tba &ta t ... 

Itah1ttb.at~enthepen~~a~~antt~workot 

tbt tTnlon ba4 bean a .. urecl II\ tht "'-r ot 1781, ~ 

would., ettbou.t qu"Uon, tall on blm. 

H aeant that onoa110re he .o\lld.l""'' WoW!.t Vtn~on 

bthlnd. b1a, 111th no ot :rtll.int)' of bh raturn, an4 that on 

ot tnltl&UQC tbt ohtl ltad.tn.blp ot a nee, Wltrle4 

Jtep,iblto . 



•tnt fit to takt! tt • place uor~,g tht ortanlaed n&Uont of 

t'wo daJt lat.ar ht arad hl• :r .. u y Hn to .. t forth 

b&r~t, wMcb wu to <Nl1111lAte ln blt l~atloll ... P:rnlde11t 

011 tbt balcony of Federal Hall 111 It• York em Ao:~rll 30, 17Ba. 

Doubtlt .. on tblt nry poroh h t ••t wUb CIL&rlta 

'nlo.ton bearlrt,g a t Uut-hand of tbt lO:lt; tffortl of the 

tlrn Btnau nn4 the tlut Houtt of Rtprt .. n~Uhtt to obtain 

tb.t lltotort 'll'lll:rt gut for hla, lbttnlnc to tbt prtoedenta 

tb.at-srtbt1118ttt1ntb.e ~tottbttlrttJ.t&:ltlatlll't 

UJidtr the Conatltut1011, and Ulll'lklQ& do\lliU .. t tb.at bh o'IID 

tt gb:z:onlglt4 fgr futw-t ~~:eneu.tlont and tlltrtby .. , tbt 

t.,.po and the cru.a\ollt of tb.t Prttldtnoy of Ult llnlttd Statet • 

..:/ll'lfr-qr .... , 1 .. to b t forrhen 1t 1, tbe Thirty-._. Prttld.tDt, 

dwtll for a -tilt on tht fttll~t wl\hin tbt btart of hla 

•'-' who _. to bt tbt rtrat Prtt ldent. 

' 



11Uh111fl\CII ... tnonUal17 • Mil olo .. to .oner ttJ'th, 

Hlt tN'lJ' tJ'tlniJII 011a pluu,uon, hit prohnlol'l ot nruyor , 

hit 1Mht 111 ~rleu.ltuu aM Ul.t 4t .. los-ent ot t ara lan4t 

... rt nnlr repl act4 by hh outt \M411'18 a 11Uary ooul ot Wld.tr 

Bra44ool< or .. ao-and.or-ln-(lb.h! !OJ' tht t ight 7t1Lrl ot tht 

lll1'olutton • 

.. tzlo• that wbtn Wount Vernon - to h1a by 1-

btrUoiUI.OI, b.tn b.i1 b.oart wa1 planted tor all U.ae, More ht 

cOI.Ll4 hlk wHb 1:111 llolgllbor• about Ult 1.-pro,.nont ot 

n.l.1'111t1on on tb.o rher, about srllt allh on tb.t ouoU, 

about tht 1apro1'111£ ot blglnrayt , ab-out the drtaa ot a C&DIIJ. 

to tho IOitiJ'II co\llltr y , eobout •a• aUh u4 rotation ot CI'O~, 

•bout tht top toll, which ntn then had blfrUil to run ott to 

the , ... , about tbt pl&nt11lfl ot t:tet, new 1'uht1tt ot too4 

&114 todMir OJ'OP', nn briOdl ot borllt and oattlt &~~4 tlllop, 

Htrt, too, bl ha4 bit bool<t an4 ... 111 t0110b with 

tbt authors and an1on ot the now and ol4 worldl . 

Htrt at tho junction pOint ot the llorth an4 ot the 

llouth, at the toot ot onl ot the -111 artlrlu that 114 to 

the uo1UIIIf new land~ beyon4 tbl IIOW'It&lM , tbt u anliJ't 

ud tho 111" Uoppo4 a t bit 4ooJ'. 



to '" publ1c ~. !UghtlJ be t e U tbet he bad earned the 

prl•Uege ot retu.rnl¥18 t or t.ll tb:e tc the prln.te lilt 1!b1cb 

bt.dbtlnhltdrtaa. 

tl:lt .-ae to the frnldeney b&4 _. 10 b~ 111 a tiM ot 
'lAo-o-~"P-...J~~~ ... ~ro......t.:.,-~ w,.......J ... ~ 

ra.J. Cd.lt e'hd deep 11118J"jJ8nCJ./\ .E .. U 'Mol II. 1Ji II 81 If 

tbe•errtndependen~~torltll.a.d btln tbzeatelltld 
once .ore bJ torelp to•• · Oleu it .u11t ban been tha t the 

per:ll&llenee of the Repuhllo wal at ttal:e and that lt the new 

so•e~t, uncle: t he OonetltuUoa, ebollld tall in lte early 

daye, tbt J..eral Stat tl talllnc out a.oq th•••l••• wouJ.d. 

bee-• ao _,- eall and weal: n.&UOD.I eiiiiJect to atUcl ud 

lite lut lo•td 10 aell and took 11pon lllutlf tbt Prt~ldency, 

ltre. Otors• WIODhl¥18\cn on the !ouruentb ot -">rlJ 1'1'89 -



ftle declei-:111 bad be•ll -.s.., •• , their lloiOOIIIDrl, 

•r• tballkfll.l tor t!lat deollloll and pJ'III.Id. ot U. loi:IC 1 tblllk 

tb.U U 1101o1ld ba'l'e :ude General &Del lire . ••hhlfton baPP7 

1t they 11.&4 known that one hWid.rl4 Md. tttty yeue later 

une ot •UUon• of U.erloan• would eppreol ate and ~r

etllld bow they felt that da1' 111 their liiOUDt Vernon boat, 



I 

............... II 
.,.,ut4,tnt 

~:~ • .:!~ ;;n.;g~:;;m~';. .. 'Mi.~
Wi¥!, .... ,~~¥:U!lj.IW:':~~·r.,t·:~~:: ='1~ ~~:;9, 
C.lRZ!«L'l' IIEEUIICIS!O'!'OPKiVD:TI'!W.lAWIIZPIIliUC..t!Otl, 

S'I'ZI'!IDI 'o:ARLY 
b<.~1'6hi'Y to lbo I'NIIUM 

!1to who &N !loi'O tolkiJ u.n ..... ~llJ Yl-l iao tMt 
IOOl".O !'ron ei!U porch • • tJ>. Jpi'OUU~ IIJ\m, tbO ll\lddlll6 
tl'eaaG.r.d til~ dopoo<ll, U.~ t),ONIJCIHIO Po~~ Nl!lllr.c 
~)' U tho foot Of thol hill, lill OU '1'1-UU tlta tbollpU , 
too, 'lltltcll fl.otl04 th......P Q.>f\01'111 'II•MI"4;\0:I.'' Dill~. So.Jit.« 
ra...,.,.,u to hU ~~ tn 1'85, ua t114opoM•~Koaf tho 

~:::._~:.,"';;:';..\':::J:'~'!;:;:.:t~);..w 
-taHOII 'lll,t b!S ~ .,, b.e J U.&t 1M -14 111'0' 
bspPJ' ard ~l't>.l Hf• = hh to d ur.o•(~,.... .-u-Aor 
ClfU&<b7•· ,......!. 

art tr'l:.C tiDal UIU l.V u ..... ~ !'llr U. 1H""5Sllq 
... u ..... &:>4 u.oa.. ~ an~r l'I'SS pro,... u1~ ... n crltlea.l -U YMft 1..1:. ..U. OQZ' ll.tft<>I'J'o ;...·~ 

Colloclf-lo11.._.,1wU4p"'&l<kdwiUIQ:U1 
~ paUO~O O'J'Ol' tho~ Coor.UU~UoUil ~nn...UOII ... tl787, 
Arlo! GN:lll't7<>n<i dou~t IL:&<IaUalllo<IIIUI tor-:r.aoMha tl>CN• 

~~~~/S~--~~J,·~~w eon•ututt= 

!,~~tUolt tllat\11\or.tbopo~r.tf..........Orl<of 
u.o ~~ .. }~d bo<>r. "'a'll'Od tz: !..'lg ~r or 1180 , tho 
otootionloNend.,;dtlloJ'trnCoii,II;N .. IW'P!>IWid,GoDI>I"al 
':llellll'ltt<>n r.u-' h"'' 1c1oun th~t th~ -~Ill: or tho p...,u4n.c1 
ooould, without ~w:~otloa, t•H Oil lilA. 

Il """"'' tlll>t or.o• eN M -14 l•w !Jaunt Vun>en: 
Mlt.ID<IIol.a0 Wltll DO cenatr;t)'Otloll .... turll, ud. tllat 011. 

loto-l&or o, lAtloetu"ofYJiortll,-ldllotiW
otlalUaUqt~cl.,tllMIM..,..tpot•-·""'""'M 
llop,o\lltc. 

"T~ TE · ·c NTS Fl LE 



,, 
1 

W..OtftGt<>a ...,_,. •IMI:Ua111 ., ... el- to .oU..r n.rU.. 
HI• MrlJ' t.-..1.1!.1.118 OA a p~t&Hoa, IIIII ,roraut- o~ • .....,.. .. , 
IIIIII~MU:.ecr1Clll\:lftlllllllll•••ftlO,.oBtott .... l.o.Ma ...... ,..,., ,..,l.MM 117 bt• wUt.aUIII atUUry aarTiM W14tr 
Br~t or u c:-.ur•tl\..cblet tor th •ldlt ,,.,.. of Ul.a 
h.,lutiOA • 

.. t .... 1:11.•tllb.all~tVtmuo-tollta\IJ'II1• 
MrtUo'la. , .,.,.. I>U 110"'' '"'" pt .. uol R>r dl u~. lla,.. ha 
OOIIl4tflltw1.1:11bhnrifll~r•-.bcutU,.I111$1R>•-tofll~•l· 

pnonon th• rl...,• , aboutul • tatll.fon tbo o,...ka, about 
tha l~QF<~rlll& of ht;.-..ya, ~bout tha 4,..,.. or • 0'11111 to t bol 
wnor''IIODIIntr")', •bouta•w &tlll a nd roUUoaofo..O!*, aboolt 
Ut•topa<>ll , ob lcll t""t.b"'b""'MII'•toNnotttotha-, 
about tilt pl'GUIIrl of u .... - ¥lli'I~U .. or 1'004 0114 fi)Uar 
01"0!*, ...., -~• o~ I>Or•• 41!4 nHloo • 4 lbhP• 

ll•n,too, h•h'>4bh~•-'...uilot001c:llw!.U.Uoa 
""'lllor•1114vtlaUottiM,...an4o14~rl4t. 

ao.u. , ,., :=er~ ~ ~!:OIIU:O!:~."!..!::,:r:.~C ... u.. 
aJI•IIIth& -1&41....,..,.,. tH-u.t••• II• U•••hn ..-4 \ha 
-nov:"M ~t ltUGoor. 

a~.c~>Urtoe.,.u~oo. ... t•lt Gat lola h110,..111111•M"
l" or 111• 8\lo~e - of hh llt.\1011 1!1.4 ....-... ""~ hh oall~ri
INUOII \0 "'' Plblic ~- RI(IUI.T h.- t.U tint M bo4 eUIIM tl>e 
,rl'l'!.lep ot retur::>IQS tor all tl• ta. tbe priY~\e lite ..,ldl loa¢ 

..... bht...-. - \..,J~~ 

tho.t '"!l.l!~«\0""""14 ~,., ret\1"'~ ,.,buo ...... tee It 

m.:~~:-:!!:~::~~:~:!:~:::~:?~~:1::~:~) !ld-
:!~: .. ""::: ~ ::::1~ ~=:,:: .. -::;.~~~~er;:;4~:.,-~::!~" 
Cl~Kr H _,., llt.Ye - U1111t 1111 )'ol,..._Oe of the R•Jl'lbll~ ..._. 

"' •"*• •• U...t 1r tr. •• 11""'..-'• Wlller the CouUtuUOD, 
C cnal4flllli111Uari.Tf.a3'1, thtte,...,.llhteetalH"'out 
-... t~~•Mlut ~4 ~ 10 _,. -..11 """-.11 •UoM 

nb~\O~~~~~:.::.:·pat tn11 lit."'' 

ltft 1M lo-., .. u tD4 1001< ·- h~f tbl ...... , .. ..,., 



-:s-. .,... ~ 

tt.a• •-t ,._.,. -· • """"' •• r. o.o- /.a K:ro. 
O.OJ>P .,., t....tto• ..,. ,_. twr-~ or ,.rU 1,.. -,if"•;. or 

tors -~~i' •- 4")' o f a:LIIF NCN'-• 4 

:r uo '-~~\!~~~~.~~~~ ,:•;;.;..:·~/~~r ::;•:~ 
'P ::; ~~4 .,~t~~t~:! ~.;:~ ::: ~:~,11;.~~i:~.~::!.1~r 

fll 1ll- ot A!Mf'IOOIII _,~14 oppt'<IO!~U ftllol llllolon\_,4 lioow tb_,. 
h1tUIU4·~111lh.t rUoutltVerlloDJII!-. 
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