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JUDIO J.DDR188 07 'I'D PUSIDD! 

DIDIOATIOJ OF TirE KlJBEUW OF MODERI J.R!, B. T. OIH 

M.AT 10, 1939 

PRESIDDT ROOO:nLLER, J'RIENDS OF THE WSJ:UII or MODt;g .AR!': 

lben .. n dedica t e a new edifioe tor a c0111110n enterprhe 

they are at onoe cel ebrating an achievement and announcing a 

purpoee, fbey cannot ret r ain nor oould they properly be 

excused troa aaki cg olear what that purpose h. 

From all t hat baa been eaid by the epe&ken to whoa 

we ba.ve been l1etening tonight the 11i u ion of thh Yuae\1111 h 

plain. We are dedicating thie building to the oauae ot peace 

e.nd to t he pureuite of peace . Tbe arb that ennoble and 

r e tina life tlourieb only i n the at111oephere of peaoe. .ADd 

in tbie hour of d.ec11oat1on we ue gla.4 aga.in to beu witneee 

before all the world to our tal th in the eanoti ty of free 

i nst1tut1one . For we tnow thAt only where men a.re tree ca.n 

the art.e tlourhb and the o1Y1liu.Uon o! national oultuze 

reach full flower . 
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1'he a:rh oenno~ thrh'e except where ••n are free to 

be tbemeelvee and. W be in charge of "the d.1aoipl1ne of their 

own energiee and. ardor e. '!'be oondl Uone tor democracy and 

for art are one and the eiUIIe . 'lb&t we e&ll Uberty ln 

polltlca ruulte in free4o• in the arte, There can be no 

T1 ta.J.1ty in the worts ga.tberad ln & Zll\lUUID unlesa there 

exhh the right of epontaneous Ute in the aooiety ln 

which the artl are nourlabed. 

4 world turned l.nto a ster eotype, a aociety oonTerted 

into a regiment, a life translated into a. routine, lUke lt 

difficult for either art or art11tl to .ur•he. Cru8h 

1nd1v1dual1ty 111 eoolety aru1 you orueb art aa well. lfourleb 

the oondltlone of a free lite and you nourish the arte , too. 

In encouraging the orea:Uon and enjoyment of 

bea.ut1tu1 thlnse we are furthering demoora.oy 1 tulf. Tba.t 

1a wby thh ll\188\lll 1e a citadel of o1Y1lhat1on. 
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.u the Kuaeu. of Kodern Art i e a ll•lng m~aeua, not 

a oolleot1on of aurloua and lntereating objeote, 1 t oa.n, 

therefore, become an integral part of our demoorat1o 

ineUtuUone - lt can be woYen into the Tery warp and. 

woof of our de110oraoy. Becau.e 1 t baa been conoehed u a 

national lnetitutlon the lluseUIII. oan enrich and lnvlgorfl.te 

our cul. tural lite by bringing the b .. t of aaodern a.rt to all 

of the Uerloan people . !'bh, I aa grat1tle4 to learn, •111 

be done through the travellOS uhlbl tiona of the ~eua, 

It 1e 1110at important that the lluaeum make the .. 

traTellng exhlblta an essential part of lb worlc. B7 thle 

••ana the gap between the artiste and .AIIerlcan ladu.try, 

and the great A.llerloan publ1o, can be bridged. And •oat 

important of all, the etandarde of blerloan t aete will 

lned tably be ral .. d by thu. bringing into fa.r-flung 

oomaunl Uea reiiUl h of the lateat and flnut achleYe•enta 

ln all the arts, 



Tbeu tra•el1n£ exbiblte will utell4 the peupeoth·e 

of the generAl. publ1o which too often baa been aoc\Uitomed. to 

think of the fine arta aa painting, and. poeaibl y eoulpture. 

But the propoeed. t ranllng exh1b1Uona and nat1onw14e ebon 

will mate all of our people 1noreae1ngly aware of the enormous 

1mporta.noe of contemporary 1n4uetr1al deeign, architecture, 

1nolud.1ng t he great eoo1al. art -- houaing -- which by 1 h 

•ery nature 1e one of the 1110et f oraidable cballengee to a 

d.emocraoy, ae well a e photography, the printed. boot, the 

1lluatrat1on, t he ad.Yertieement, the poeter, the theatre, 

and the IIIOT1rl8 picture. Tbua, a nationwide publlo will 

rece1Ye a de•onetr aUon of the force and ecope of all theee 

branches of the Tleual arte. 

Art in America baa al.waye belonged to the people 

and baa ne•e r been the property of an aoa4e!Q' or • clue. 

The great r:reuury Projeote, throush which our pUbl1o 

buildlnge are being decorated , are an excellent example 

of the oont1nu1 ty of thill tra4it1on. 'the Federal Art 

Project o! the Worke Progreu Ada1n1etra.t1on 1e a praot1oa1 
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rel1ef project which alae emphaeil:n the beet 'tr&41Uoa. of 

the dnooratic aplrU. Tbe WPA arUat, in rendering hh own 

1-.prenlon of thinga, epeake ale c for the eplrU of hie 

fellow countrymen nerywhere. I think the WPJ. artilt 

e.xe~~pUftu •lth great force the eaaential pl&ee whioh the 

arh haTe in a de.ocratio eoclety eucb aa ou:u . 

In the future we 111\lat seek atOre widespread popular 

undentanding and appreciation of the arte. Many of our 

great oi Uee proTide the fac111 ties for euch appreciation. 

But we all know that beoau.ee of their lack of l ite and 

rlohu the smalle r oo.auni Uee a.re in ~~aat oaaea denied 

thh opportunity. !bat h wby I gin epeci&l empbuh to 

the need of giving these smaller oot~~~~~uni the the Yh\lAl 

chance to get t o know .odern art. 

All in our d.emoora.cy we enjoy the right to bellne 

in different reltgtoua creeds or i n none, eo can .amer1o8J1 

artiah Upreae the•eel.,.ea with oo.plete freedOJ:I fro. tbe 

atrloturu of dead arthtlo tr&d1 tlon or poll tical ideology. 



lblle .a.erican ari:hte ba..-e 41aoo•ere4 • new obligation to 

the eoclei:y in whioh "tbey lhe, "they have no oo•pul•ion to 

be li•1te4 in ae"tho4 or .anner o! expreuicn. 

the opportunity be! ore tbe lfuaeum o! Mod.ern Art 11 

aa bro&d aa the whole United. Statu. I i:ruet "that the tine 

exa.ple which i:hie inetl tutlon 1a a!!or41ng will be rid.ely 

oop1e4 and. that "the good. wort will continUe un't11 the 

influence o! 'the bui: and. 'the noblee t in 'the tine aru 

per11eatu e..-ery community in the land. 
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DCDI<I4n 01 or ttU IRJBllil or JIOOIN .&ItT, 1. T. 01 n 

1LU 10, U13t 

riWIIDUT IIO(IUJ'ELLIR, PRI DDS 0P no: WUUII Or »>DIN JJI.T! 

plolt'pO••· ,.,,. oaMOt. r • f :r..U .DOr 00\114 UleJ p~:rlr H 

uu1 to t he pu:r1111t1 of ~aoe. Th• ut• t hat ennoble and. 

nf11141 Uf• flou:ri•h oo.lJ 1n th• at.oepM:re ot peace. JD4 

la t.hh boW' of d.ectl oat.lon- .no glad. ap..I.D to beu •U:~~.e•• 

before all U.e toO:rld. t o our f a Ult. 1a the -outr ot f"' 

t he u t e flOW"lllt. aM tM o lYUha Uon of aaUoul <Nltve 

:reaob full flown. 



Tbe U"\1 ONli:Kit UI.J-1'11 lllotp\ •1MJ"I ·- Ul fJ" .. to 

be u.-dne &ad to be 1n ab.arJ:• at tb• d halplllwo of tbeb 

0111\ eneJ'Il" aDd. U'dOJ"I . fbi OONIUlonl f OJ" d-or acy aDd. 

tor ut an on• am1 the ,..,... 1'bat w oall U~IJ"tJ' la 

poU\101 1"11\alt• ln fJ"Hdoa ln tbl aru. DI.IJ"I lllafl be 110 

Yltallty 1JI tbe wart. ptheJ"ed lD a--- WIJ.HI \b1~ 

11ht• th• Flgtl.t or • pant111H\w llt'• 111 tbl •ochty l1l 

ftlob the Uti U. _,-llbld. • 

.l eorld. tW'nCI4 lnto a ltlrtotypo~, a •oolet)' _,ntM 

lato a J"tgl-nt, a llf• tJ"andat•d. lnto a J'OUUae, ull:• 1t 

d llflcnalt IIIII' l ither &J"t OJ' U t11tl to I\IJ"YlYI. c:ru.b 

llldhlcluallty ill lt0a1et)' IIJ)(l J'IIIU anaeb art ae W9ll. I IIIUJ'llb 

tbe aondi \tan.e at a tr" llt'l IIJ)(l yau 110\adeb tbe art• , too, 

1D enCIIIUJ'agl.Dg tbl OJ'-UOD atl4 UJOJ'M1lt ot 

IM.wtlt\al thllllf!:• w are t\utber11ltt 4-J"aGJ' lt••l1'. 

h 'llfly tbll lftlel\lt:l 11 a cltadll of ohillaaUoa. 



41 the vu..,.. or ModeJ'fl Art 1e • U'llac ... .-., not 

a ooU•oUOII or curtou.e Ul4 111MrHU11C obJeot•, 1\ -· 

'""'rwe, be- ..., tntepal put of oar ~orauo 

ln•Utv.Uoae - 1\ O&A be W01'en ln\o \ he 1'ery _, Ul4 

.oot ot OIIIJ' d_,-aoy, hoau .. U bu bHD oonoehed u a 

naU~ taeutv.uoa \ be we- o..., eArlob an4 1•ncoraw 

or tho uertoan people. 'nl.l•, I ...,. s raUtled. to learn, wtll 

be d.oall throush Ule \rll1'11111111!1 uhlbl Uooe ot \bll KU-. 

I\ 11 •n bpor\u\ U..t the lltl.l- -.11:• \beN 

\ra,..ll"Di' ub1b1h .., • •••nUal par\ of U• .ark, II)' \11.1• 

.. .,. \be p.p btl\ ... en \be u\11\11 aA4 AJMrlou 1Ddv.t\JT0 

lapor\ul.\ of .U, \!Ia e \&AIIlardl of .-.rla&~~ tatcu .t.ll 

1 .. ,.1 tallly be nlled. by thv.t 'br111Sl!IC lD.to tu-fl11J18 

-=tUlle rew.l\1 of \be ls\ .. \ an4 flu•\ acblt1'-ea\e 

111 •11 u.. uu. 



Th••• t:ra"UIIr8 u:blblh wUl eateDd '"- P'~'~l>"'t1Ye 

or 'b• a-nl publlo 'llblob \oo often hal b .. n aow.'-4 to 

' bl• ot tM n ae ute u patnu ns, and P?•dblr eovJ.pt-ue. 

llu.t ' he p70pOeM traYellll(l: ellhlblUOM an4 n&U ornrtd.e •bon 

wlll -.t.e all o r 0\&J' people lnoreulllfl:lY a~r~Ue or tbe eno,._ 

lolpol:-w.ao. or - t .-poruy 1Adu.totrtal de1l p , uohlteot\U'I , 

1Ml.U..S th• sr•at -1a1 ut - bol&el.DC - • hlob bf 1 tt 

,.,,.,.. aatue le ,.. or tbe -et toN14able oballeagee to a 

d-raoy, u -u u pboto&n:pby, tbe prlated. boo•, tbe 

lll• traucm, t he ad• erU•-t , tl\e poeter, tbe tll- tJ'e, 

lAd. the -o•lllfr plo\IIJ'e. !hwl, e naUonwtd.e pu);)Uo wUl 

r.oelYe a d.-.traUon of tha r oJ'Oe and. 1oope or fill the•e 

brMObel or U.• Yleual azot e. 

blllldl J18e u e belJii d-J'a t M, are an lliMllent ua.ple 

ot the oontlnulty of thle tr..UUon. fte hd.eral .ut 



t ho a-ratio opl .r-U. fto I'IPA u Uot, l a HIWIOI'lAI hlo -

l~~pr .. olon at t.hlag1 , ~poako abo tw tho optrl\ ot blo 

tollo• OOUDti')'IND o"'rywhoro. l \hlnt tho 'II'PA artht 

U .-pl1t1oo wUh p-eat foroo tho 011enU &l place l'lblch tho 

arto bt.Yo 1.a • 4eaooraUo ooclot)' OQOb u CIW'I. 

lll tho fUturo - ..u\ MOk - 1'0 ri.clo~Had. popalu 

Wll4on\ud1"'S ltld ~oolaUOD of \be arto. li&ZI.7 of oa:r­

trrea\ olUoo proYl do tho faoU1Uoo for ouch lti)pncl a tlOD. 

llu.t • all mow that beCtUL~• ot tbolr laolt ot 1110 Ul4 

thl• opport\lnltJ. !hat 11 to11J I .rh• epoolal eaphalll to 

tho aNd of l lrtf16 Uae11 eaallor -.ttl" t ho Yloual 

,.. ta CIW' d-cz&OJ • • JoJ Ulo rlpt t.o bell-• 

111 dltterent rel.lg l oua ~·or 111 ._, eo oaa. M-rlo.-. 

a.l'\11\1 IXJ)1'111 \beuolYOS trU.b ..,..,loh f Hod.ool f1'0. \he 

etrlotw'11 ot dead a:rtletlo tradU1on o r poUUoal 1di0101J. 



the eoot •ty La .tr.lob. t bq l b e , U.•)' ba•• -.o -...,..ldca to 

be U.a.ltK 1ll .ethod or ~r ot upn .. l oa. 

nl• opporlwltty betore the MWI- o! llo4•~ AJ't 11 

e~l• .tltob tbh t.n.tt tuUon te attordlJtc wUl be wid.elJ' 

oopl..S Ulll that th• cood .,rk wtU ooats.- WI.Ul U. 

latlu.oe ot tbe bett Ulll tbl a.oblHt La the tt.Ae art. 
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""'" tn....,ltac .,;U!>Ih•tlloxtooadtMpoupHtl .. ot 
tlorc-,.lpuhllc-.!cllt.oooft.oahu""•..,..,•t-4tothl.DII: 
ot tMf1DI&rtoup&1"tl.QC, IItldptodbl)'.a.&lpt>lro , 1\otthoo 
rrot'M•d hneHr..; o.t>lbltlo=~ U.O ... u~dl d>wo will Mlco all 
of ""' ptoplc tnc..-el"l:lT • ..,,.. ot tllot ono.-oo 1,.or-o of 
oontoMpOTotrr tnWotrtal dool'"• t.I'CIIIItoot .. ro, lne11>41.A& tht crou 
ooolol art -· hou•~"C - - >411<>11 by lh wry,...,.,..., to""" of tho 
-ttoNibblooll.o.llont;ootoo.dooooon.oy, u•,.lluphotoc,n.pll:f, 
thoprlnt<>db<H>I<, thollluotutlon, tMadvortl-.nt, thopo.tor, 
tho tbct.tro, and the .,e•ln,:; plot\oro, 1'tluo , onoo.tl.onridop .. bH<> 

:~::!:"!;:"~d:;"..:;r::~:~ or tho r oru Ul\1 uopo or oll ti\Ooo 
Mtll'.bnlco.huo~bol~t.othoopeoploiO!I<IJ..o 

•'"'•*•thoproportyor....,o~eroeluo, Tt.r;.--t 

=~~:;:"!:·~~~:r ~:.!·.=u:~; ::\~!, .... 
dltloa. n..7oclcnlb"tl'roJ-Onot'U.O'll'orh~ooMIII1al:o­
tratl•toopn.etl.,.l1"tl1ofrroltot""lollollo..,.,h .. u.. 
N~ t.r.ditloa or t~ao ~ ... u, .,trlt, n. wn llrlht, 111 ....,... 
... bcHo -'-"':>renl""'of thlnco, .,.u;ooloo t~n U.. q~irlto~ 
kh r.u .... .-..,..,. ""'..,.......,, 1 011V u.. VPA utht ·­
pHr~ • ..,1:!1"'"•tro .... ou..uaatl.&l plo.oo.lltl.lot.-o.rhhl;w 
lno.•oenr.tlon<:l<>t)".....t.u ...... o, 

lntll<tt'ut..,...,wom~~tMOkrortwtd~rprHdpOp.olar\UI• 

dtrot.oondl"fi. Uld op~nlol~tlc:o ot the uto, ltlll1' of """ ,,...,t 
oltloopro,.ldothe taotl1Huforweh"ppnobt101'1. !lltwoall 
k""" t~t beuu.., of tbllr luk or aloe .....t rlclloo tllo -llor 
oo-..nltiu no In ao.t ouu dcnlod t hh opp<~rt>lllit;<. Thti.t h 
~ I ~1ft rpocdo.l <nphulo to tllo Mid or Ghh'l$ ttwoo -llcr 
-\01\IUu th4 'l'l~uo.l oho.noo to r;ot U ::now IW>dom o.rt. 

Aoll>.,..r<kaocre.cyweonJcy\l'lorl,tMtobolloftln 
dtfJ'cr.atr<>I1ClO'\ItCI'OO<!.IOT111-, ... 0U>."-"rlo.:>~"rthto 
h;>I"'U u,_,...,l.,..o wtth oeq~lato ~- tr• tho otr!oturu of 
4.u arU~tlo tr&dlt!.010 .,.. poUttoo.l ldool"Q", I..,. . .Uo - • 1....., 
.. rthto lloo" dl~co.,...,d " - obHr;oUoa to1 U.o •dot7 ID IOhleh 
U..,. the, tho7 hnoo ao e...-lal• to boo li>oltol in Mtho4 or 
-ofapi"Codo:o. 

t"-~ .. it7Mro ... u..:,.__orrMo,...A.Uhu 
_,,..,...,.._,.,oto;;:ottodl$\.o.teo, ltnoatU...tU.OM""~lo 

wt.lehUth b-o•ttutl•llertonllacritl bowt•lJc.-piO<I....t 
U..t tN roool •.?: ><'ill oOI\U- until the hoflucaoo ot U.. bn'­
~~ aoblut. Ia tile fl"" uto po...,etu ..... ..., -1t7 1.a thO 
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