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FOR 1HB PRBSS' ~~._.. tu-.,, .... ;)(4 

Transcript of the President'• ~.t- the site r 

" ot the Library-Muaeua, H7de Pa rk, III . Y. , f ~ 
Jul:1 24th, 1939. ' / 

Today u.t·ks the first step, under the Act of Cona:ress, 

ot starting the bullcli.rl& to hold certain historical collec

tions, which I have aade oYer a period of forty J&&ra, 

1ncludi.D& ..sy personal papers u State Senator, u J.uistant 

Secretary of the l &'t')' 1 as Gove rnor or the State of ••• York 

and as President. !he bUildin& i s beiD& er ected under the 

superY1s1on or the .lrchirtat of the United States and a 

Committee of di tiniUished scholars, out it 1s bein& paid 

f o r solely and wholl.y b7 private subscrit•tion befor e it 11 

turned over to the GoverMent. 

'l'he ne• bu1ld.1na will be a t the .-est end. of th11 bi& 

field , with a new dr1•n&7 l .. d.i.n& to it fro• the !&IIOUS 

old Jew Iork to J.lbanT Post Road, which is one of the .oat 

t r uel ed through hi&bHfa 1n the United States . tba thld 

is f i ve -.iles rro11 the city of PoU&bJI.:eepsle, a citY of 40,000 

people, and about a aile and a halt rroa B,yde Park VUlaae. 

The building itself will be constructed or Dutch .. l 

CoWli;y weathered rieldstone, taken rrom old stone walls, 

and w1ll be one and one-halt s t ories 1n height. 

lrhen we go into the courtJard, Which tac.. the hi&h•&Y, 

we will enter a halbt¥ an4 proceed rro. it to an bhJ.bitiOD 

Ball· It i s the plan or the trustees to place 1n this Hall 



nrious IIOdels, pe.intin&a and other obJects ot inter .. t Wb.ibn 

b.a't'8 been gh'en to .. or 11hicb I have acquired. over a lone 

period ot years, also booka on many subJects, II&D¥ ot 

the111 inscribed by their authors. 

On the lett ot the main hall, a door leads into the 

Naval Collections Bxb.ibition Room and here will be placed 

IIOSt ot the United States Havy sbip .ac!els1 paintings, 

ena:ravings, relics and books. 

Continuing in thia roo., •e coae to a saal.l roo. that 

will be devoted to aanuscripts and books and aaps that relate 
oarl>' 

to the/history ot Dutchess County and the HUdson River VU...I.eT. 

On the right will be tha stackroo•, a tro-story 

persan• nt tUing pl ace tor aanuscript.s and papers. to 

date there are 110re than s ix ll1ll1on or them, and one ot 

the pe.rt1eular .-r t&ska or Dr. Connor, the J.rchi'Wiat, 1n 

the yea rs to C:OMI will be to clasait)r thea, a11a1.nate 

duplicates aud keep the• in constant repair. 

Down in the baaeaent will be several work shops and 

also a photograph roo.. Within the pas t tew years a new 

device called a llicrotila bas bean invented so that it 

any college or pUblic library in any par t or the countrr 

wants copies or any or the papers in this l i brary, they can 

be photographed here on the aicrotila rith a saving ot a 

1 reat aaount or apace and aent ou.t to the appl.Ting libr&.rT• 



-)-

It has been the conclusion or tbe/ommittee or scholars 

Wbo hn·e CiY&n ae their &d'l'iCe on tb whole project that 1n 

these .oclern daTa it ia adTisable Cor us not to put all or 

our historic ecga 1n one baall:et, that there is too auch 

risk 1n haYin& all of our historic Mterial 1n ona place. 

Therefore, they welcome a partial distribution of such 

origi nal material through the ditferent parts of the Nation. 

Tb.ia spreads the risk and, incidentally, rlll probabl1 reaUJ:t 

1n ~ a.n increased public interest in historic docuaente 

1n eTery part of the country. 

In tbia field are several old oak trees of great 

antiquity. '!'hey are est.iaated to be three hundred year s 

old, and that was s i xty or seventy years before whi te 

setUer s first cue into thi s part of Dutchess County . 

It aeans also that these trees, spreadin& their sreat 

branches ridel7 and close to tha around, grew up UDder field 

conditions and not as part of the oris:inal r.>raat• .......,. 

~ wJ. ~~Wa;suae that this field na the 

s i te ot an India!\ulas:e and that h ere they cul.tivated 

their corn. That is borne out, too, by the !1.nd1DC of 

aan;r arrcw heada and other relics or the original I ndiana 

who inhabited Dutchess County • ...... 



Today marka the !iret ctep, U."lder the .let o! 

Congreca, o! sta:rt1n1 the building to hold certain 

historical collections, which 1 have made over a period 

o! !orty years, including my peraona.l papers as State 

Senator, as Aasl&tant SecretAry o! the liavy, a.s Governo~ 

o! the St8tl" of Uew York and ae Prel"ident. The building 

1& being erected under the euperv1a1on o! the Arch1 viet 

o! the United Stntee o.nd a Cor::·:~ittee o! d1r.~18hed. 

echol an , but 1t io being paid for •olol~~Y ~v"e 
aubccr1pt1on. ') ~ ~ \.) \.... 



fa.oue old 11 .. · Tort. to .Ube.Ay Po-t Jtoa4, wb1etl h one ot 

field h t1Yt •11.,, :!rom P0\.18h'i:eepeh , & Clty ot forty 

The t:vll41i:i; it .. U' will be con.t:tlott'd ot Ue 

old etone w-.J.b, am: w111 be one and • half •tor1u in 

h1ibft)", " will ent.r r. hallway and proceed fr- 1 t t o 

&n hh1blt1on Hall. It h U:e pl&n of the ~~"' to 

pl&Oe ln t!!.h Hell u.rioue .odele , painU~• a:d otter 

;,bject e of 1r.ternt which baYe been ; inn to .. over a 

IIOribed by the &utl'IOrll , ~. hr;- h '" been gll:f:D to 



·~··· ... ',~:::. ~:.~~ ·~:,:::~::~~:~~ 
OJ'ljjlrull hiltorcAl r u.,.rch. Ont~ l tdllbe • mall 

rooa tor u to wo • ln., aodttina tht oe.t &Uina: an4 

...,1n.ttn.onoto!thec lltot.1oM. 

c.n t !.tlt!to! t!lt-.11\hall, a door le~ in\o 

tbt J:an.l OOUectiont "lld:lbttlon Roooo.. Here will be 

hlo6t, •nc:r•vtr.a:•, rdiot and bookt . t "' latr. eonf'tar.nr 

IUnr Valley . I \ hoped t!lat , 1t p.uH<Nlu! lhctlcn 

11 be ;a:~.lntetned \ ~ht Du~oh .. ~C.:Nnt)' Hi1t11r~ 

soc ty, 

Ir. the rlfl'ht rln,;ot thtbu.Uill~~,t~, •• • •so 1r.to 

tht IMin hall , Ifill te the tt.aok rooa -- a t wo s tory 



-·-
~~·Ia 011~ .. 1u• tor ..,.,._ ~rtphrfri';..~u tbtNI •r• 

t ut• of th• J,rchhh t 1n th• )'tar~ tu OOM wlll t• t.o 

c h lll ty th•lll. d1&1natt dupltca t " and.t .. pth- l ncon-

In the b&tt:::•nt will b• ,,,..,al wor:C cl::~p~ and 

1t 
d.•,.ls• gall..S a odtrottl• hu ~~t•ll l nu·nu4 111 nu ~)' 

~ptr ln thll Ubrtr)', U.•J c,..:-. ~· pbotllcrapl:•d on a 

~· 

n11 t h put al l .;,ur hht.odc -a• ln\0 o,,, \>tun. ~ 

;of .• lo;:o4.ilr~eetltft, TIIt)',~ 

11tlOCICMI • parUill dhtr lbutlon or ...,ell ort c tDa.l aatn·lal 

through th• 41tttrent paru ot t h• lt\1011, 'ft:h aprn4w 



t~e rltk- l,lld, lac14enWlr, • 111 p1'0'blo.b1y nnlt tn &II 

1nort&lt4 p~bllo lnt~~ .. t ln. b.iltorlc 4-..nt., 

In tht ~kfp'OUlld ot thll picture rou nll • •• 

onto! tbreeverrold.onk treee . TbtyannU-tedto 

be tbrtth\lndndye&Ttold.. 1ho.twui1Uyyeaub.roro 

~hUt eetthrl - into Du:tch .. l OOu.ti\J'. 1t .. UI, al*O 

that thue treee, e;neadlQg t!:elr aru.t br~che• clon 

to the lrcnmd , 1r ew up u:'ldtt f'leld. oQDd.ltlont, c.~.:!. lt 

a-.r, ttnd'on, b<t t a:Ctl)' aawa.d that thll !1114 ... the 

tUt ot an lnd.l&ll villqe and that btl'l they cultivated 

I 



INFORMAL, C:X:'l'EMPORANEOU8 R!lU.RX8 OF THE PRESIDDl'l' 
At the site of the L1brary~Kuaeum 

Roosevelt Eatate, Hyde Park, Jlew York 
July 24 , 1939, (about 1 2 o 1olook noon, E. S. T.) 

today marks the t1rat etep, unc!er the Act of Con~ 

greaa, of etarting the building to bold certain b.iatorioal 

colleotlona, vhloh I hAYe aade over a period o! fort y years, 

including my peraona1 papera al State Senator, &I .A.Ieilt

ant Secretary or the navy, aa Governor of the State of 

New York and aa President. The building ie being erected 

under the aupervleion of the Archivist of the United Btatee 

and a Couittu of d iltlngulehed acholara, but it la being 

pai d tor aolel7 and wholly by priva.ta aubaorlptlon before 

it is turned over to the Government. 

The new building will be at the west end or thle 

big field , with 11. nev driveway leading to it from the 

famous old Mev York to Albany Poet Road , wllloh i l one o! 

the aoet traveled through highwaya i n the United Statu. 

The !leld il five m.Uea rroa the City of Poughkeepaie, a 

city ot 40,000 people, and about a mile a nd a hAlf ! roc 

Hyde Park Village. 

The building 1tulf will be constructed or 

Dutoheaa County weathered f1eldatone , taken fro• old atone 

valle, and will be one and one~hal! ator1ee in height. 

When we go into the courtyard, which racea the 

highway, we will enter a hAllway and proceed from 1t to 

an Exh1bi tlon Hall. It 1e the plan of the Trueteea to 

place in thia HAll varioua modele, palntlnga and other 





-·-
objeota or lntereat which have been given to me or which 

I have acquired over a long period or years, also books 

on cuny eubJeote, lllflnY ot thea lneorlbed by their authore. 

On the lett o~ the ~att.ln hall , & door lude tnto 

t.lote J:aYal Collect1one Exh!bl tlon Ro011 a.nd here will be 

placed moat o! the Unl tee! St11.tee !1ayy a hlp aodele, palnt

lnge, engravlnse, rellce and booke . 

Contlnulng in th1.1 room wo come t o a eaall roo111 

that will be devoted to .t:J.Anuacrlph and booka and aape 

that relate t:> the early hlator,. or Dutcheu County and 

the Hut!:.on River Valley . 

(;n t:1e right will be the etaok.room, a two-etory 

permanent f111ng place tor mMueorlpte and papera. To 

dRte there are more than alx m1lllon of theo, and one or 

the particular taeka of Dr. Connor , the Arohi.vlet, ln 

the yeare to oo.ae w111 be to olaedty the:a, ellalnate 

duplicatee and keep the:a in conetMt repair. 

Down in the basement wlll be aeveral work eho,a 

and alec a photograph room. Within the pRet rev years a 

new devlce called a micror1111 haa been invented 110 that 

ir any college or publlc library in any part or the country 

wants copiee or any or the papere in tllie library, they 

can be photocrap.lted here on the a iorotlla with a u.ving 

or a great Ul:)unt or e~oe and unt out to the applying 

library. 

It hae been the conoluelon or the collllllittee or 



_,_ 

aeholara who haTe ctven 11e thelr &d.vlce on thle whole pro

Ject that ln these ~dern daye lt la Advleable tor ua not 

to put all or our hletorl c egga ln one basket, that there 

18 too 111uoh rlek in having nll or our htetorl c material 

ln one place. Therefore, they welcome a p&.rtl al dietrl

butlon or auch original 111aterlal through the dltrerent 

P&rh or the tlatlon. Thla apreada the rlek and, tnol dentally 

will probably result ln an increased public lntereat ln 

hletorlc docu.=enta ln ever y part of the country, 

In this field are 1neral old oak true or great 

t~ntlqulty. They are eet11111Ated to be three hundred yeara 

old, and t Nn waa elxty or e eventy yeare before white 

eettlere tlrat oru:~e into thh part or Dutcheee County. 

It meane also that theae treoe, spreading their great 

branches wi dely and cloee to the ground, grev up under 

field condltlons and not a• part or the orlglnal roreat. 

Va can, therefore, safely aaeWie that t:Us rleld vaa tha 

alte or an Indl&n v11laga and that here they cultivated 

thelr corn. That t. 'borne out, too, by t.t.e f l ndlng of 

many arrow heada and other rollca or the orlglnal Indiana 

vho 1nhab1 ted Dutoheu County, 
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