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RD.lARKS or onm PRBSIDmrr ro 
'l'B!: POS'IJ.!A.S'I'IRS lRO» THE Sotml 
PORTICO 01" TBJ: WRI'l'l BOUSI, 
WEDNKSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1939 , 

MR. POB'DIASTmt G!NBR.U., POS'I'KA.STIRS, LADIIS, !RimmS OJ' TRI 
POSTAL SDVICI: 

It 1e a pr1't1.lege and a pleaaure to greet you here 

at the White Houu thh afternoon. 

To you, end through you, to &l.l the poataaater a ot 

tbe country I want to e::rpreaa my hearttel t appreciation ot all 

tbat you and tbey are dotna: to maintain a1r sree.t postal ayat• 

ae tbe etf'1c1ent institution lt naa oeco-e under the able 

direction or our Postmas ter General, your friend and mine. 

TodQ" we a.,- all ahara in t he pride wb1ob by e..-ery right and 

tokt111 abOUld thrill .JilD Farley• a t iDdl:r nee.rt . Be h doing a 

grand Job and each one or you t a oontrlbuttng to tt. 

I aa gla d rou are nora 1n auch sood-11 auabera for 

J'OU repreaent tne natlon'a bigges t ouatoeea. The ..-aat extent 

or tbe enterprise or wbiob you are a part can oaet be measured 

1r we pauae to sua up tbe wort. 

The oolleotiou and diapetcn or lettera ia only one 

aspect or your wort. Our postal aerv1oe, be 1t remembered, 



• - 2 -

&110 oomprlaea our lara;ut e&Ylnge bank, our largest expreu 

•• well aa the larse et agency •••Uable to the people tor the 

'l'be t•ptatlon woul4 be atrons, it tu. pem1tte4 , 

to examine the faeoloatlns and romantic ator:r o: the postal 

&erT1oe, not only the background or ita marnlou• de•elopment 

in our own oountrT; but 1 ta nrat begtnntns• bao.ll: i n the dawta 

ot man • a history. 

We do not know w.nan tna postal aenlce came into 

belna Dut we do know that acme twentJ-fh'e oentu.rlea ago 

Herodotus ate.ted an ideal w1:11oa ia atlll exemplified by .Ti.a 

:rarle:r ' • ooborta: "Neither enow, nor rain, nor heat. nor 

gloca or lllgllt ataye tbeee courier• f'r<:m aw1tt oaapletlon o f 

tnetr appointed rounds." 

It matter• not what the ae11na or tra.nepartatl on of 

the .. na aay be -- wbetl::lil!lr the aul .. and o•ele or the Old 

Teetueot wtllo.tl Job allld made hil days "swifter tban a post• --
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o:r tboee aodarn llDJllhilatora of dletanoe, the train, the 

autonoblh and the airplane. 

'!'he al .. lOD ot the poatal aei'Tioe waa ai!ID.lrabl:r 

stated aany yeara ago when two r-oua eduoatora collaborated 

ln lnterpretlng t he work wbloh you are 401113• Baoe.uaa I thilllt 

each or you Wlll carry noma a clearer oonoeptton of your dunes 

ae poataaatara 1t you accept their lnterpre tatton, I glTa rou 

the words or Cb&rle a w. XUot and Woodrow Wllaon, 'Wbloh you 

will tind tnaorlbad on tho facade or our own central Poet 

Of fice here l n Wublngton: 

one eald "'Meuwgar of 8)1111*"-Y and 1o·n - aarTant 

ot parted trleDda - oonsolar or t ile lonely - boad of tbo 

aoattared t&JDll:r - enlarger or tna oaamon l i fe . • 

'the other aald -carrier o r nan and knowledge -

lnatl'UIIont of trade e.nd J.Dduatry - promoter of autual 

aoqualnt anoa, or p eace an4 good Will am.ong aen a.nd natlona . " 

It 1a won4ertul to • •• you all her o and to ba't'e e.n 
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opportunity to aay .llello . I bop• your stay in Wa•hi llfSton 

ia a pl eaeant one and that you wtll o&rry baox: bcxu Dr1g.tlt 



!!OL.U m:t REWtA.SE HOLJl Fat Rno.5E 

October ll, 1939 

The follOIII'inJ: :..rita of the Preddent to be d..Uiverei t.o 
the Poa:t..utero tro. the South Portico of the lhite HOW!Ie 111 for 
rel.Mh 1n ed.1t1ClN of au ~~~ appea'rln.e em tne au-t tiO! 
KARLDR t.hlln 4:)0 P.U., E.!.T. on October ll, 19)9. 

51'EJ"tM1 EA..'ILY 
S.cretary to the Pre;,ident 



It ia a prlvileae and a pleReure to I[Net you lwlre nt the 

\.bite Kouae th1• llftamoon. 

To TQU, .m1 ~ )'O'J., to all the poata:t•t.ere ot t.bt c:O'.mtrr 

I Al'lt to exprHI _, heartfelt Ap;:arec:b.tlon of ell tbat you and the7 

ar.~ dol.ng to al.ntain our ~t polta.l 171ta• u tbe efficient 1.11-

•tit~tion lt hae be<:o.e under the abl e direc:tion of our Poataaeter 

Gftneral, your friend and 111ine. 'I'~ '' ~~ay a.U 11!\a.re in the pddo 

whieil bJ ner;r ricbt and token ab.ould thrill J~ Far lay •a idudly hNort . 

'"' He 11 doi.D.t a ~~;rand job and. ••~ of you U c:ontrHrJ.t.inl to it. 

I ... &114 1Q)). are beN 1.11 'uch .,.oodl,. n-bere tor )'OU 

represent t.be a.aUon ' • bllt&:nt buel.Deaa. The Y"..:~&t ut.ent of t.'le 

enterpr111e of whic:h ]OU tre a p;o.rt e.n belt be 110aeuNd it we pauae 

to~~....=·ab leae""'1"'At1l~ 
p t t b"1 ?_. 

'lbe collec:tion ana dhpatch of letter. ia ODly one 11.1peet or 

)'ITJ.r work . Our poat.al serrlc:e , be lt ~ber.O, alao c:o.priMI our 

14rs<~Bt aartna:• bank, ?Ur lar&nt expreiS buainesa , our Llo.r&eat ayatec:l 

for the trM,..illlion of w.onoy, aa trail u t.ha la.r&ut a;:aney &V111U.able 

to the people for the investllont ot t.'1e1r aavinga in &overn.aent bonds. 

Tba te,.pU.Uon would be atron&, tr t ill10 pamitt.ed, to e:u.atne 

the tase1Jwt1n& and n.antic: • tory of thll poat.U. se:-rlc:e, not oal3 tbo 

ba.c:qrouM of ita ~loua cievelo~nt in our O'Cil couniTJI but ita 

first be&1Jlnin&• back 1tl t..:&e o.nn of Mn' a biatory. 



.. .,..,tiOt'N!li,IIOr .... t , AOr&J,-ofD.lti'L•ta;J•UI•Mo:ou:rleu 

tro.ooltt-pl•Uonoftl>olt appollltedroun41 .• 

h •U•r• .... t -t u.. ...,, or Uion~""u .. or u.. •U. 

odol MOlle t.LI<k)"S •o..ut..r ~ • ~~CW'"- or U..... - --

1/. 1=·· ' 
-l.liU..to'I'Sofllio\<lli.OO,U.. e:~.t<.oi>U......ttll•~· ~ 

•m.,wu tr •a '*''YD!. ~,~.~~-... ---

Tk ~ ..Uolon...........,.. ot U.. ~tal Mt"''iu _. . \ .. ~ 

.-u..bi.To\ollteo.""""T~•I"...._t..,r-..eo~ueeton~ 

p .. ,_ • col.J.&bonted l.a~ ... , 
tnte.,....~ l.blt;<~rl<WII1di1V~&A6o1AI:,Joc-,....I\!11Ak..o:h 

lt JO'~ aecep~. U..J.r iD~""Uon, 1 ct•• 70'1 \be ........U or CAul .. Iii. 

£1lot...,. ,........_au-, G1dl ,.,.. .ut f1N LaM.rlbod"" ~ r~ 

ot .... --u.oll'oltotf~•Mr.l.at.ula1A&:"-• 

{ 1,1 .,.~ ( ''.......,...ot.,.....tlll"""'t-1-M..-totpar-W 

:"!:::; .. c:t"~""~~- '-'of 1M ac&LteN taaUT 

1t11 ~orl'llli.O- 10" oll Mr.- I.Oiut."' OIDOJip>rt""l'l.)' to 

M1Mllo. lbopef0111' 1'1.a;r1nlfl.aiiii.D.;:toaloopli ... IIDt- t.ll<ltbo.t7CQ 

dU e&r'7 bock'- br1&Jit ...,riel ot U.. c"""'~U011 flbl~~t 101.1 here, 

' 



R!J..A.~'~.Y.S Of' THE PP.I:SI:l.li:l'l' 
Delivered to the Poe~etero 

rrorn the South Portico or the \.hl te House 
October ll, 19:39, 4 . 3~ P. M., E. S. T. 

(The Poet ::111.a t er OenerP~ intro~uoed the audlenoe t:) the 
Pree i (_ent aa follows: 

• I t i a .,.- ver;r r:·reat rrivlle.::::e to present to 

you npp roximtt.tely tour t!loue/Ult. poeta11etera, wt.o are 

gathered heJ•e 1n 1/ashlngton from every etnte 1n the Union 

and several or the 'i'err1tori en . 1 ) 

tm. POST).!AST:.."'\ m:::::I:RAL, POS':':.AS'l'ERS (LADES), POS'l"i'IST!'..:ss:::s 

A!D FRI~DS Oi" ':'lC POSTAL SERVICE: 

You kno,, l1hen Jim Farley holds t1 convention. it 

1 e al veya A nucceeotul convention. (Applttuee) 

It 18 11. p rivileGe 11.nd a ple11eure to greet you 

(her e) 11.t the \Jhite Houce t hh art.ernoon. 

ro you, and throut;h you , to nll the poatlleetera 

of the {country ) ~ I wtt.nt to exp:-esa mr heartfelt 

a?pr e c1a t1on of all t hat you and they are do1nt: to lllllin­

ta1n our e-reAt postal eyst Pm ns the efficient institution 

that 1 t hna become under the able d1rect1on of our Poet­

m.eeter Gene r :o.l , (1tppl a uee) your f riend pnd m1ne. (Appbuee) 

Tode.y we lillY all ahare 1n the pri de which by every r1r;ht 

a nd token (should) ~thrill :t. Farler ' s 1t1n4ly 

heart . He 18 doing a grand Job end ench one of you ie 

contributing to it. 

I ru11 glpd you Are here 1n euoh goodl y OUIIIber e 



Fr-anUtn "'• JI.OGell'llll\ LiNa.rt 

!DU u • tTaruocrtpt M4t toy th11 Wbitll 
Mou•e •teno~;lrh r ~«,. hi• •b rtMnd. 
note• taken ot the t ~• • eeh •n• 
M.Cio. tJnel 
ll&tespora:: 
prepe.r• 
pu-ntbe • 
wtMn I' 

\be,. • 
re~.::,: t,.zt. 

.. , 
In 

' .. ,.. ;attled ..... 
,. prepare<! 
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(tor)~ you represent, 1lterallr, t.'!e natlon ' e 

blc..'t;eet buslneu. (Applllluee) 'l'he vast extent or the 

enterpriae or which yo:.t 111re ft p11rt eRn beat be ~e~teured 

if we pause to s\.CII up the vorl':. 

The collection 11nd dlepa.tch or letters ill onl y 

one 11spect or your worlt. Our postal ae:rvlce, be lt 

reaembered, 8lso co~prisse our larceet eavinc;e bMl::, our 

l11rgeet express bue1:1esfl, our 1:-rcer:t ~"Yete., ror the 

trenrmlsl!lon of' "\\RPy, ~s well 1111 t:'te ll'r;;eat ~enc,y 

I'IV&llAble to the people for t.l1e lnveetaent or their uv­

i:l.£'8 in -;overf1111ent honda . 

'i':ae teo!)trt1on woulll bto atron~, 1! ~ 

time (per:::~.ltted,) to examine t.i.o taec!net1n:; ~nd ro,antlc 

story or the postal service, not cnl;y the bac!tt,;round or 

ita mt'rveloue developn~ent ln :~ur own country; but its 

tlrAt be,;lnn!.nt.a bAck ln the d11wn or ::u~n • e hletory. 

"'• li.o not knov ll'hen the tlret postal service 

oa.=e into be!nt; but we t!o kn>nt tlv>t some Wenty-t1ve 

centuries ago :on ol~ writer bv the Mille or Herodotue 

etate<l ron l<:.eal whlch 111 still I'!Xe:apl1!1el! by Jill Farley ' a 

cohorte , lt wee: •:Jeithcr enow, nor rain, nor heat, nor 

c;loom or n1E;ht s t ays these couriers from swlft complet1on 

or their llppolnted rounds . • 

It catter.11 n t wh111t the tle~ns or trana~rtntlon 

ot the cuUls ony be -- Yhether the •ulee nn~ Cftl!lele or the 

Cld 'i'Pe t~ent which Job acld m11de hlf! <inJ"e •ewltter than a 



poet• -- or t:'loee oodern Pnnihilt~tore of dt etrnoe , the 

trf'ln , t~.e euto~:~oblle r-nd tie 1\irplone. 

':he aiui~n o! t~oe poet~~ol l'ervice to:al "'l!mlrnbl:r 

fltrt~ ....,.ny ypare 1'-t.'O w::en tt-o fr.moue e~uctttor" c:oll111Jor­

"te<1 in :.nterrretlnr; tLe wr'": ("·htc:h) ~ you 11re 110inc.. 

!!ec:ouee I t.: ink cr.c:h a! you t.•Ul C:t>rry home e c!enrer con­

cept ion ot your dutlee PI! poat::anotere 1!' you toocept tl:eir 

1nterpret rt1o:1 , ! c1ve you thto ~·orfr~ or Ch!trlee 'd. ~l.lot 

... :ho ..,.r.a Preat. t-nt at Harvt~rc! ont'l ~ :;oodNiw ::ueon, 

who luld Oten ?redolent ~r Princeton. ':!~· which 

you will find 1n,.crlbe.1 o:- the frrcr~r.;.e or our ovn centrl'l 

Poat Office here 1n i:p:ehln.~ton : 

-.ne ~ BP1to. •;.:rneen~er or eympat~y ~tnd love -

acrv~tnt or J)flr t ed frlen~s - coneoler of the lonely - bond 

of the ltOI"ttPr~ fl".:dly - enlttr f'r of t~e c~:ll:!lon life . • 

'!he otl.er et;l~ •:llrl·1er of news end kno.,·led(;e -

1:~atM.IIllent o!' trade enC. induetr:r - ;.•ro;ooter o! .nutu111l 

I'CQUeintt~nce , or ;Jt'IICe l"n.:. t.'OOc! ~111 emont: :nen enl'l nntlone . • 

(It 11 1-'0ndertul to eee you Pll he re) And. ao , ay 

triemtR, lttt tae R~tY thct I rm very ht"ppY to eoe _!Ill or you 

}.ere toUrov ~n4 to hr.ve ( M) t~h opportu."li ty 'to llfiY hello , 

even t:-to·, :~ I e11nnot i'..rve t:-.c "'~rivlle ... e or the time to shl\ke 

TOU ell ~~.lind. I hope you r stcy in ·:t~ R'-in:ton i 8 a 

,..l eP.al!nt .me ~n, t!t~t you will carry bne~ l:.oJ:te br1 ht meao­

rtea ot (the) t.hi11 P.\lcceserul oonventton '":h1 ch hf'll bro1JC}l t 

you here . (AoplAuee) 



STATEMENTS Fl LE 

Short"'an •Jy\{annea 

:M !'ollooot,..; ...-.b of ~ Pred-.t to k .._ 
anre4 ~ tt.e i'ott••Un fN8 tM Jo<otll hrU~ ot tto. 
nuo ~~n .. h for ,...1 .... ta ..UU••• or 1111 -~n 
.oppNrliiC<m t~ ,, .... , !JC'l' :I.UI%.1111 tMA4r30P.II., 
J,l.t. oaOeto'IMr ll, l939. 

"""' """ IH"'IU7 IOIM ..... t 14fllt 

>;, 
;:n:r~=:,amw.· ~..ty.D~~$8~!, Pllr.ll or m 

Uha.frlrtt-.p....t•lPl.i'...,.~crMt7'1"- •' 
~tbell'lllto~t!lt.atto..,_... 

# 'l'o ,...., u4 U~ :--. to aU t N J•ut-..ton of u .. 
~I var.t to_,...,, IV' )l.ooar Uelt lf'S'..OUtloa of •J.l t~t J. 

~ :ftt!~~·~"~~:~!:·~~;.:.,u .. c=!,~:-;,~·~~loa )J ~ 
of 011.1' Potl'*ttn '-,.J"'IJ,,\,_r !rhlld u4 NM..\. hW " " _.. _, -1 
alloll&,..latbapr14o ,.,.leb_,..,..,,. natttWtono~ • 
thr!.ll.Jtahrl.,.' t ldDdll'N•r-t . .. lt4ol llllo,.....Joban4 

oaoh """'of 70" ' ,' oooni \IUHQS h H . -"' u. .. ~ 
nproaor\t Y~}:_,r:.:':,:;.r:, '~!'::~.~~.~:':"::,>":~ 
t~l<ltor.orl .. ofllhlel> rou.....,opart~~anbeti'M-IIIli'M H 

....... ~~ .. to-upU,.•or!t, 

~ oolleelto~ .-d. ol.hpatcll of httore It olll.r ._... 
• .,..., of r-r ..,.n. OU putal '"""'"'' '1M It ,_..,.,...,, al"" 
~''"' •= Wco•t ....,.....,. ~ • .,., lupot ·~"'" bo.d,.. ... 
...,. l,.,...•t qet• for t!M tr•a•hll!OII of _,-. •• ... u •• tM 
la~et....-.c:r:wall.a"illetou .. peoplefor t !M I..,ut-t<d 
tMotr u n ap a pen-u ""'""-· \. 

~ t-t:-1.1011 -t4 'M •trOIIC• tJ'.U .................. 10 
-'• ' ""' r .. cta.utn,s;...,. ,_.,ue ttel'7 of tbe po•tal .o"tce. 
aot oal7 tloo b.d:cnnm4 of Itt -~- ..-...lopllnt 111.,....,..... 

_,..,: '*' th fll'lt """'""'"'" 'teoek t• tiM.._ ef -·• t.hl.o1'7· 

N' •• .. ::.:.::: = ::::.:~.::·!:.~-::·:..~ii::.:' .. - ' 
~::~:n.;,:..~ ,:~~~~~ :~~~~~~f!!!o:r0~1:1:::1~:;.~:::•• )" 
oovltn fro"' ..-ttt ee~~phtto~ of tM1r "'polat eol roiU'Iol.. • J .·-..~ 

a co.tur. ..,, .. t.t the .. ...,, of t i"Nie;Kir U Uoa o f tht 
•th-.:~ be -- ..t>et M r tM -..l u an4 oa.ll of the 0 14 fut .,....t 
"hlch .Je• oa14 m4e hh ~· • ... u ur tlii.B • poot • - or tbo• • 
1104a .. um1Mlatcroof4htuce. t1Mtr•t•. tbt..,t o.,blh&t04 
IIM11'11~ · 

I 
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er,... v!.ll ..,.,.. -.. • ct•l"'tr e-pu .. e f .. u .... 
,."'"''ten U',..... -c:copt U.h taurtu•tau.. p.,. 7ft ""' 
wrb If C!ar111 W. n~a1..-....f.}tood.now V'l.lMio lite* )'O'I VUl 
ft.t leac!rl"' 01 C. taca;ie ol .,... - -t.-1 P~ut Offlu 
»N hW.,.hl..,..,o; 

OM1,-.t 4°J6ee .. I\III' Of~tiiJ..._loH·e•.......,t 
of par\ ... frleDih - ocqoler o! tM lo•l7 - ._.,. o f the oe•turod. 
f•ll.1 - nlupr of thoo e-" Ute.• 

--+--r'<="'-
n. .. o~htr 1&14 •c..rrhr of MVI ar.4 Powll~ -

llllti'ILMllt of tn.d.e Mil IDdn.\1'7 - pro~U r of •hal o.cquatnt­
MH, of pef!Ce ...S IDOod. vUl -~~~- OUI4 ~~t.Uot~o .• 

~toU..u.~pp-

7.,!::: ~ .. ('!",. ./wi~ 0:':;::.: :.:.!'fr!:: .. :.!:.: .. 
DY«:tiOA olhl U.. 1> .... 1 7W )WN, 
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t 
,\ Vel~:=t~t;:!L~~~~!~~~s l-'{ '11 
.' !"roc the ~th l'orUoo Ci~ the "thite "o\»1 

C'ctober 11, 19:59, 4.3! ?J'. , :.s .~. 

(The Po•~eter Geneno.l lntrodueK U:a eu,.tence to the Pf-e!lllder:t 

aa rollowe: 

motel}' four thou tan!l lJO:ltr..Gatera, •.ho ure r;tot bored her e in "uthtnpton 

f:r~ every etu.te i n tn. l]'b.lon unci !I"'Ve:'t.l d' tl'.• '!'e:rrttor l.ee .'" ) 

~~. PCS'il:nsTm c:r~·..t., POS"E!-"J,.;,":'!P'..;; u...n~ l . ~~~ 

rni U:DS OP TIC: PCCT..l. S!RVIC~ : 

You know when J'lr; FarleY 1\Qlda • conYention 1t ill ebn•ys 

~~.(1.-ppl.ouse ) 

ICo:>Jl 

STA 1E ~:r. -- ­
Shorth~ ·· 
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