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ADDRESS OF '!'tiE PRE81DC:'1' 
A'1' THE LAYING OF Ttl:: CORNERM'O:fE 

OP TK!: JEFF'E:RSOK Kf:L;ORIAL 
'Jt:DilESDAY, NOVEJ&BER 1e, 193a 

In the earlleat 4aya or the Republic under the 

Constitution the repreaentatiYea of the ae•eral atatea 

were i n aubat&nt1Al agreement that s national oo.pital 

should be rounded in a federal datriot set apArt fro11 

the jurlediction of any indlvidual state. Thh purpoee 

was in ,., true eenee a ay111bol or a realization or nati onal 

unity ; and the tlnal location or the nati onal capital 

proclailled a proper oo~rombe between the lntereete or 

the !torth, the South, the eeaboard and u.e interior, aa 

they exhted at the time . 

In Rll or the hundred And fifty yeltre or our 

exiatenoe aa a constitutional nation uny 11emor1ala to 

ita oi\'11 and 11111 can chleta hA•• been aet U;> here. 
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But 1 t haa been reee1"'t'ed to two or these leader• to reoetve 

epeolal. tribute ln the nat1on1 e capital by the erection ot 

national ehrlnee perpetuating their meaorlea over and above 

the appreciation and reg~~t"d tendered to other great o1thena 

or the Republic . 

Tcxt.y we lay the cornerst one o r a thi rd great ehrlne -

adding the rlaall or ThOIII&II Jettereon to the Mmea or George 

Waahl.ngton an4 Abrahaa Lincoln. 

I have apoken or the national chaJ"flc:ter or the 

Dl atrlot or Columbl• lteelr, a oapltf'l which represent a 

today the vitality, not ot thirteen Atltlntlc seaboard 

etatee, but ot tortJ-el.ght etatea which encompau the 

width or our continent, 

Thb vitality env1eo.gee l!lllny-e1ded lntereete : and 

lt h therefor. fitting that aaong hundreds or 11101'1\lllllll'lta 

to ra.oua AMr to,ana the three t;rea t llhr lnea are dedlca tad 

to •n or •ny-dded Qualltl ... 



1Jaabington represented abllit1ea reeogniud in 

even part ot the young na t1on and in every part ot the 

eiv111zed world; tor he wa.a not only a great m1litftr)' 

leAder, net only a great 1110derat or in bringing together 

d1aeorde.nt element. in the tortM.tion or a eonetitut1onal 

nation, not only a great executive or that nation i n ita 

troublous early yeare , but alao a u.n or vision and 

aeeorapl i ahment in eivll rielde -- talented enF:"lneer and 

aurveyor, planner or hlghwaya and canala, patron ot 

husbandry, frlend ot ael entlata and tel low ot poll tical 

thinkers. 

Lincoln too wae a .. n;r-aided man. Pioneer ot the 

w1lderneae, eouneel tor the under-prlvlleF.ed, eoldler in 

an Indian war, moater or the En~llah tongue, rallylnc polnt 

tor a torn n.ntion, ••neip&tor , not o! alav.,a alone, but 

ot thoae ot heavy heart everywhere, toe ot ulice, teanher 

ot l,Ood-wlll . 



To those we add today Another .t.merioe..n or .any parte -~ 

not Jerteraon the rounder or a party, but tba Jetteraon 

whoaa inrluenee 1a relt today ln •ny or the current act1vit1ea 

of e~ankind . 

When 1n the year 1939 uerloa ape&ka of ita BUl of 

!Ughta, we think of the author of the statute for rel1.gioue 

liberty 1n Virsinla. 

When today AMricane c,•lebrate the Fourth of JulJ 

177&, our a1nda revert to JerferlfOn, author of the Declaration 

of Independence. 

~en each Spring we take part in the oocmtnoeaent 

exerc1aea of aohoole and uni•era1 tiee, we go back to tbe 

d!lye of Jefferson, founder of the Univeraity of V1rg1n1a. 

When we think of Benjaain Franklin ae the experimenter 

nUIIIeroue aacll 4ev1Cfl8 to 1!19ke humtln 11te almpler lln4 happlcr 

and that he, too, ex~erioented in the blolon or ~r1eulture 

and llvfl stock. 



In the current era or the arect1cn of noble buUdlnga 

.,.e recogn1t.e the enormous influence of Jefferson in the 

Altlerican appllcatlon of claulc art to homea and public 

buUdinga -- an influence which -.Jc.ea itself felt toM¥ in 

the eelection of the design tor thia very ehrine tor which 

we ley the oorneretone . 

But it ••• in the field of polltlc.'\l ph1loaop~ 

tru.t Jeftereon•s .t.cnU'icance ie tranecendent. 

He lived ae we 111'e in the midet of a etrut;<tle between 

rule by the self-chosen individU(L]. or the aelt-appolnted few, 

and rule by the !ranchiae and appro,·o /or t.lte ~~~any . Ha believed 

.1._·_,_ 
aa •• do tlut the a'lerage ~ of llll1\lt1."1d la in the 

long run superior to the dictate• or the aelt-choeen. 

ourlne: all the years thAt hn.vfl followed 'I'norae.a 

Jetreraon the United SU!Itea Me a~tpanded hie phUoaophy l•:t;"-

or the nation, aeollrlty of the 1M1v1duttl "nd natlol\8.1 unlty, 

than ln an7 other pArt of the world. 
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It lftD.Y be that the oontl1ot between the two forma of 

phlloeophy •111 continue for oenturlea to co•e_, but we 1n the 

United Sto.tea are more thAn ever al\t1af1ed with the republlot~n 

for:a of :overntD&nt ba. .. d on regularlJ' recurrll'\g opportunltlee 

to our o1tlr.ene to chooee their letv\era tor tlleJuolvea. 

'fherefore, in •eaory Of the MI\Y-Blded Th0118.8 

; .. ~ ..... ~ J/-
Jefferaon and m the e•er present vltallty or hh type of 

Amerlollnlem, we lay the cornerstone of thla shrine • 

...... .__.1::::.-A/... .1/l~ 
~1 · ·· --J-f '~ 



dJ .. fv •. r ......... ~ 

CA I'I! I; '!1!.11 f'ollo•lr..: •<f:lr·era of' tt •• r'rerl'ent., 
t.o be relherN Jn w• OC'C'M'l<on of t~• 1..., lfll: of t.be 
eorn.,.rrt,_,., .. ,r tr.., .rern.rovn .i ... ,rh.l , t e tor r•l••• 
t r. •ltt l onl'l of ull ne•l'lpe.,erl'l *)>t<or l :'11! on Lht 
~lreelll@ ~than ; ,lJ .•. L, f::, ~ . r. , 
~ove,.ler n, lJ~ol. 

Cu.re 111111t. t. el<ur<'l. t..) •reYt'n~ ,.,reMwre 
Ol"tllC"•t.lon. 

~T ... tJ .Lt 
~·llt<.·reU•rj- to t.hu r'rkl•.nt. 



ADDRESS or '!HE PMSIDD! 
A! !HE J..A.YING or 'IH!: OORUR9f0d 

0, T'K!: JErrENION IIEillRIAL 
lrEDNEBD.U, NOVDUI&R 1&, 19~ 

In U.e earu .. , 4&7• ot the Republlo W\dar lila 

llhould be founded 1n a tedeNl. 41etr1ot .. , apart fro. 

U'la Jurohd1ouon or an:t 1nd1Y14ual •tate. thh purpo•• 
••• ln a tru• nn•• a Q'•bo1 or a real1ut1on ot natlonal 

unltJ: and ~ tl.nal. looa Uon ot Uta national O&pltal 

U\e NorU., \:he SOUth, the •.aboard and 1h.a lnterlor, •• 

t.ba7 axlat;ad at the u ... 

In all ot Che hundred and t1tt)' J•ar• or oar 

/ 
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Jut 1\ bae beu. re .. rn4 to ~ ot \beea leader• to reoehe 

e~o1al. tl"lbuh ln the natton• e oapltal bJ the •~ot1on of 

national ehrlnu perpet..tlng t.belr ...arlee o.er a.n4 aboTe 

the appreolaUon and regard tendered W oUler gHat ol U&ene 

of ~ bpubUo. 

'!'o4a7 •• 1.&7 the oornerdone or a \hlrd great llhrlne -

a441q ibe na.e of !'bo .. e J'etter.on t o the naMe of George 

Wallb1ngWn and Abrahaa L1nooln. 

I b&•n ~ken of the naUonal ohaftotel' of the 

to4a1 the •1\a!Ut. not or thl.rOen J.UanUo aeabo&rl 

e\at .. , bat of tort7-e1p:t staha whlob enoo~11 1he 

width of O\IJ" oontlnent. 

!bh Tl\al.l\7 en'Yla&gee -.n,-slb4 lnt.reehl and 

U h Uln•,..on tUUn.s: that uonc band~ or .on-nte 



_,_ 

WaPtns\on repr .. enWd abllltl .. reooplud 1n 

nerr part of the roung na tlon and ln •••rr puot Of \he 

olYUlud world; tor he •• not on1r a great •11l\&J7 

leader, not onl)' a great .oderetor ln brtng1fta ~1:ber 

dhool"dant ele•nh 1n the foJW&tlon or a oonetltut1onal 

nation, not onlr a groat exeoutl•e of 1:bat naUon ln lh 

trov:bl.oue euolr 7eare, tntt al.o a aan or Y1a10n aNI 

IW"'t'IJOr, planner of h1gh•8.f• and oanale, pa"ti'On of 

hu.ebl.n4l7 , friend of eolenUeh and fellow of polltloal 

thltlkera. 

Lincoln too ••• a ..,.,--aided an. Pioneer or the 

w114emeea, oounael for the under-pr1Tllegt~4, aoldler 1n 

an Indl.an war , uehr of the l:ngllllh tonpe, Nll71n& point 

tor a torn nation, e-.nolpaWr, not or .J.a••• alone, but 

of tho11 of hi&TJ Ma.rt neJ7wbere, foe of aalloe, \eacber 

of po4-wUl. 



not Jatter110n the foun4er of a paJ"1:7, but U!.e J effer.oa 

whoee 1ntluenoe h felt toda1 ln 11an1 of the ourrent aoth1U .. 

of N.RU.n4. 

When 1.n the 7ear 1039 Aaerloa epeake of ita BUl ot 

fll8hh, •• 1:h1nk of the author of the etatute tor rel181oue 

11bertJ 1n V1rgln1a. 

1770 • our a1.n4e H't'ert ~ J e f fer110n, auUlor of the Deolara t1on 

When Mob lprln& •• take part 1n 1:he oo-no-Dt 

daJ• of Jetfereon, founder of t.he UR1•erdt7 of fi.Jo11n.l.a. 

/ ftlen •• think of a.DJdln rrankU.n. u the uper1Mn~ 

1.n phtdoe, •• re ... ber \hat Jefferaon ••• an lmentor of 

n~roue ~1 4nlo .. to .U:e h~n lite el.llpler an4 bappler 

and U..t he, too, uper1Mnte4 ln the blol.oQ of a&rloul.ture 



U ~ be tha.\ \be oontllot M\w .. n the ho tor .. ot 

phUo110phr wlll oonUnue tor oen\UI'lee to oo•-, 'but we ln the 

Dhlted Stetee are .ore thAn .,.er ... uatled w1th Ule Hpubl1ou. 

1n honor or 
JotteHon and :t1o t;he e••r pre•en\ Yl\al.l\7 ot hh t7pe ot 

II 
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apeoial tr1but. 1n the nation'• oapl\al b7 the ereoUon of 

national .ru-1n .. perpetuaUna: \helr ...orin O"rer and abcn'e 

\he appreo1aUon and reg&J'd tendered to other sreat o1U&ens 

or the fWp\lbl1o. 

a44.1ng the naa. or 'fbo.as Jetter.on to ~ ,...... or O.OJ'S'II 

Wallh1ngton and AbNhu Llnooln. 

I han ~ken ot the national oharaohr ot the 

Dhtrlot or Oo1Wib1a u .. u, a oaplt.J. llh1oh .,..pre .. nta 

to4a1 tha Yl\&11\7, not or UUJ-t.an AUanuo Habo&r4 

atataa, bv.t or torCJ"- •labt atat .. whloh enoo~ .. t:be 

w141:h ot our oonUnant. 

!hla Yl\all~ anYl .. g .. ..,.,-dded 1nwr .. tll and 

n b thardore t1U1n« tha't ..ons hun4red8 or 11011-nb 

to r..o·a. ...._rloana tba ~• '"" ' .tuoln .. ~ U4.1oaW4 

to •n or -..rv-aw.G. qual! u ... 



_,_ 

Walb!nc'Oft repre1onte6 abUU1 .. HOOplud ln 

""' part of the to~ na Uon and 1n 1nr7 port or the 

o1YU1ud .arld; tor he n.e not onl7 a gNat lllll\a!T 

naUon. not onl.7 a gt'e&t exeoutl·n of that naUon 1n lh 

troubloue earl7 , .. re, but al.o a aan or •ldon an4 

aooo•ll~n.t in ol'YU tlellb - talent.a engineer an4 

1:blnkll'lo 

Lincoln too ••• • -"'J-11414 -.n. Pioneer of the 

wUdeme .. , ooun"l tor 1;he under-pr1YUese4, .ol41er 1n 

tor a torn nation, ••nolpa\Or, not of ala••• alone , but 

or thoe• of he&YJ beut nUTWheH, toe ot -.1101 1 \eaeber 

or pod-wlll. 



_.,_ 

~ tboee we a44 to4a,J ano1h.,. AMrloan of _,., par'h -

not Je1'te.-.on ~~ fo\ln4er of a p&rtt, but 1ihe Jettn-.on 

whoee tnnuenoe 1• tel t ~ 1n •nt ot Vle O\ll'l"''M aothi\1 .. 

of -..nkln4. 

Wben 1n 'Ule , .. r 1838 Aaerloa .peaks of 1 b Blll td 

fl18hh, we think or the author o! the et...tute for :rol1g1oue 

llberi)' 1n V1rgln1a. 

When toclal ,._r1oana oelebNh the tourth of J l47 

1'7'70, our •1n4• :ro..-ert to J'etferaon, a.uthol" of '\he Deolart.Uon 

ot ln4ependenoe. 

da)'e of J ettereon, founder or t.he Unl•ord1i7 of 1'l zos1tltA. 

When •• t.hink or Bltn,._1n Prankl.ln •• the expnoS..ntor 

nw..roue -.11 drtlo .. &o .U.e h~n lite el.llpler M4 happ1er 

and that be, too, eaperiasnted l n \he b1olocf of *fP'lnl tuN 

and 11•• etoolc. 
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.Mter1oan appl.losUon or olasalo art to ~· an4 publlo 

bulld1nge -- an intluenoe whloh Mll:ee 1\a.u' taU to&,r 1n 

the "leouon or \he 4ea1gn tor thh ••rr .tu'lne tor whloh 

we 1&7 \he oornerat.one. 

But n waa 1n the r 1el4 of pol1t1oal phUo.op~ 

rule by the aeU-aho .. n 1nd1'9'14ual or the .. u-appolntctd few, 

and rule bf ~ tNDOhhe and appro'f'alor Ule -.rtf• Ke Mllne4 

op1.nt, 
•• we do ~t the •••rase eppettt;W\&17 or ank1n4 1a 1n 12M 

long 1'Ul\ superior W 'C:M diotAtee of the eelt-ohoeen. 

0\a.r'l.n& all 12\e 7Nl"l that ba.,.. followed ~~ 

thAn 1n aJU' o\ber part of 1:be world. 



phUoeo~ wUl oonunue tor oentllrl•• W 0011e but we t.n tbe 

!h•retore, 1n •..orr or th• IIAJQ'-ddecl !'ho•• 
1r. h or ot 

letterson an4 W th• eTer preaent YUallt7 of bh trpe of 

uer1oan1 .. , •• lQ the oornerstone of thS.. abrlM. 



Notes given to 8111 Haaaett 

ttnd thlll copy ie hill elaborotlon 

of the President notea. 



THI! WHITI! HOUSI! 

These Are the Pre•14ent ' a notes 

d1ot.nted on November 14, 1939 at 

C P. AC. tor the Je!ter•on Ue~:~or1al 

r e41o addreu to b<e d.eltver-ed on 

li'ove!Dber lb, 19.,9. 



THI!: WHITt HOUSE 

Fln&l cUct~~ot1on by the 

Prealdent on 'nlurfld9)' morning, 

No\·ember lb, 1939 - (aee 

corrections ln lofl8h,.nd rroa 

'll'h1ch a1ceognt.phed oopy was ude. ) 



The Prea1dent ' • t1ret draft 

or the Jetreraon !.iei!IOrl•l Addreu. 



PfiZSIDZl:T 1 8 N0':'£8 011 SPEECH Af JEFFER30!i WDiORIAL 

In our lono hlatory there Mve been probably only rour 

AmericAna who could properly be cAlled mnny- e1.ded. The 

firat WAll Franklin -- think Of the dlfrer ent f1.ftldl thlllt 

he tood J)ll.rt tn -- the next wn11 J'!tter!lon, the thiN1 wa• 

n1e s: .. rl or Orrery, otherwiee known as :ount Rumford, and 

the fourth wae Theodore Rooaevel t . Not one or tl:e11 a 

coiiPlete outatandlng apeclallat in ·~ one field but all 

or t!'l.em e:J:callfmt •• gener&l practi t1onera 1n a va11t nWIIber 

or tlelda. 

Jerreraon wae not a great eclentlat and yet we a.ll 

know t.hat he wae an inventor or a gre11t oony small, useful 

thing•. In other words, the pr11.ctlcal appllcotlon or 

:r~echantca. Hle clock , probe.bl:l not the r t ret cl ock in the 

world, which worked. both outalde hh houee and 1na1de hll 

houae -- two d1ale going in oppo111 te direction•; hill eoD

b1Mt1on, •de on hill own place, or a revolving ohalr, a 

table with a r .. voh1nt: 'tOp and " bench under 1t on which 

he could stretch out hill lef':•· All " farmer -- 11. conatll.nt 

experl~~nter ln the improvelll!flnt or aeerle, the cult1vat1on 

or l"'nd, rert111ur, t~.e la:provement of ltvc atock. 

A• an nrct,lteot --a IQII.n who br~u::ht back to tht. 

oour.trt the clllellloal llrt!hl\.t!Oture, llliQOst introduced lt, 

11111 app'led r. :. on11 to i!;one ~~:n l co~.;r.tcy pl4t'ee but aleo 
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1nst1tut1ona or leArning - ~oup bu1ldlnt>'e such ea those at 

the Unlvf'ralty of Vlr~lnl.a . 

A aw.n who in the field of govern-nt could be the 

auU'.or of the Decle.r~tlon or Independence; flll dlplo-.tic 

1\mbaaeador poet. with enor1110ua credit; be Governor or the 

Stt~ te or Virginia and Prea1dent Rnd then reti re tor two 

de en dee nurly !lnd all through that period exerolu tremendous 

influence on the thought of hi a 4a)' . A. Mn who whUe not o. 

~r~e;:;ber or any given church wAa a deeply religioua Chr1at1an, 

aillplytlng the whole or the New Teata.cent for h1a own benetlt. 

1\ lllll;!"l who 1n the tleld or pollty,rather than pol1t1oa, 

beeai!HI the rounder or liberAl pol J t1ofll t hought in thle 

nation aa oppo..,d to conservntive political thought, ond 

who d1d 1t eo well that he waa t~ble to nn•*••• lnat1tute 

a t110 party ayatem, therebJ excludll'lf! the de.n$1;era or a 

aul tl-part.J ayatell . 

A student and patron of Mturftl hlatory of nll kinds. 

An utterlJ trnrroun person who gAve aw1;,· eo muoh r~nd enter

tfttnf'd eo ':11'111.)' rrlttnds thr~t he died practicAlly broke. 

'fl:en you aWl up the .. urrerent fielda that he hA<1 a 

reat lntlucmoe 1ft you pvt hta down •• one or the three or 

~our obvtouely •n1-al.chtd AmericAna. Not juat Preaider.t 

Jl"fferaon la tllla -.eriAl Jedlo~~oted to but t:. thfl £111"1-

atded A ~trloen who .nlao hila 11rou .. d t'"l<!l intereat or 

8Joee~\n p ert~Hona beoauae ~r hla IIIIVU'-a\!ad prraon~~l lt)' . 



••o.Th or u. PTN1"""''- o.t. u. 1&71o.c ot u.. eo....r11-
or u. ~ Joff~ -rt&l, .,...U£toll, '"'bo Mlho.....S.,...... o. 
-.u..u. lrioobp 1.11 - u..., dtlo o. .....,._ bt&1MJ.ac .t. 2o)O t .l., 
l,,.,,f,, lloY.boTlS, 19}9. 

Cll.U.M.UC.lUOIItt,IUIIIiUSOFTIUI'!IIOOSnfPUUiOIIWI;IAlAL.COIIIIIS$1011
1 

U.DliSIJIDCDTLiiWh 

aoullldl.ceU'OM1UUod\otoo.ko~blo ptl<lo1atbo 

-beT u4 u.o """'or t.boo- or c•t,.. •• 111.,.. ~· ot.tt.t-, 

1~11 Hl•t.il\.11 u1.111.1 11 o.U 11 .. 1 ol c. .... U'fO ea4Mnozo1 -

........ p.u.:r ...... ~ l.o • ...,.l.o,_.l•rf~ 

u. -• or ,,.... Merle.,.. ,_ 1.o ., aiM -. -.14 propod7 too 

1•- 11110 or -.nor. 111 llot. or t ou 11111.1~ ...,,_,lAlood .U.:rlu.a 

1-.io o!t o.Uh BeaJuln 7:ruU.i1a - tiiUt ot t11o -r dlttoront. fitldt 

111 ohltll toe e-.ll.ol1 "'"xt eo.l Tbo-.e Jettor-. tho t.lli:rd 1• tilt 

., .... uu c-t ~on!. .... otou"Wd llto 1.11 .., obo.c~~tt ~eu .. e-tto 

t.t ........ ,ll~~lt. • 

.I.U r ...... ••ro- ot """-1.. .. -rp, iaMUal>lo cw1oelt7 

Mill -.ollll' todol•-t, .. ea 1.11 ...,tt.l floW.. PuiloaJ'I -t-or 

..... PeoU•t. .. e-N pNCt.U~n La • ftt\ --... ot tl.oldo . 

1t U fair 1.o "" of Jotto.._ U..t M -.. aot. • IJ"M\ Hl•tllt 

:rot." o.U-.. Ulo.t M-.. 1.11 iJI-\01' ot o. .,._, ~ -u, -f'lll 

UIU15•· 11o -- o. pl-o:r 1n t11o procUeol oppl..ltt~U"' et ..a..a1co 

te .... ..,.., uto. tiM tioek •tell M 1n ... t.ot1 •1M •or'Ud bol.ll ouulolo 

- UoolM tJ.o ~ dUI t .. OiiU. JOLlie la """Ul\o ll.lrot:UGIII ~ ....... 1>1.7 

"'61 .... t.. t1rH e1.a of U..t ~tor. .., H 6111 ..,... U. orlci.Mltt7 



of a ._,.,.f'tal.l;r ror~ alDII . h ..-1, t.oo, at -u..r -biA&u...,, 

...S. • U• - pl.wo, ad tor llh - _._IAooeo, • llicll looc.t.lod • 

N.old.&laloo.ir, a tablo'rltb&N¥Ob1qtop- •'*'dl."'""lorttcm 

Micll ~. cOIIU &t.Htch out 11.1& l.oc•· !'lt.o rtoltor to lk!Dtlcollo w1U 

ll&riOl at Ulo NDC• uw1 u.. oriilM11\J' o r Ill& l.A,_Uoao, u • r&nMr, 

t.oo , boo ••• • c .... t.o.nt npors.-tor loo Ulo IAPJ'O"'-t or ....U, the 

oNoe~t ol fotrUl.bor, U.. CQltb•U ""' ol ~. Ulo la~t ol 

.w • &rdl.l.toKt .,. ltd • .._1•-• .Ia el&PI.c-.l ardoU.octmoo 

U ~- ... t .-l7 to ac.a- _.b'JL' ,tacH ... , &1&0 1.0 l.uUWU

ol~-p.>bl.lcbllioliac&,u •l-uU..IIiiJ. ... roHTOfflrc1a1& 

w u.. l tato Capi tol u uc-.... 

crtd.lt, Aftor .. ,...1Jic••Go••....,..ofU..IIt&t.oorYa,1Al&boo ... uico 

PruiA ... t or the tll:llt..od Stato& ...:I U... Uo nu ...... ot Uorou&ll -IT uo 

~U bf ..,,...p<IIOCI•Co ud br -&01- ~rMUO& o:urclMCi a 

prot.,.. iatl- • U.. tlooQUitol 111& IIQ'. reoupoot 1 -beT ol 

_, ~ llo •• • olooo:o1.T roli&14wl QarliU•• - dold. ... .., orteiMl 

..t --.rbblo an-&-t ol u... 11Mb or \1M • • Tnt-Mat. Ia tiM 

nu• or ,.uy "U..r tJo&a ,..uuu "'-• Jorror- ""- u... r_..., 

or Ulloral ~tU&J. ~t lAo Uola -u• .. .,....... to _.......u .. 

IIGlJUul ~t-..lllof<Udlt ao..U t~~ootllo....,•bl.e tobr1JtCo._t 

• t oo-pu"t7 .,,to- o r ,.._..._t, \laorobr ·~••11"1 U... 4Nitle:r• ot • 

-.l.U ·p&r'lJ' q.t.- . 11o tiel• or '"- tho&clot • • cloHcl t.o lt.U •iN. 
llo • .. &&\lldta.t &DCipot...,..orDIIt .. W.IIIUol'f• Mll!.l.&tlJ'I-I'OIIol 

Pf'""'• 1M ...... ...,. &0 -~~ &Dd Mt.,t&~ M..., ttl- tll:ot 1M 

diM llf'Mtl.o&UJ nto. 
n...,,.c_to_...,Qodltlt ... tftol .. laolltehato 

latl-- ,....lMtt,.,.. port lot.. ...... _ ol \1M t.'rM .. t<JU.r 

.wt-l.r _,. ... ~ uor~. ,. lt h ...,._ ,_, to "'"W.t Jotr.,_ 
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bl&Hll, bou1 dtcon tc bU MDJ'-dd.td ,.,.1.... 1A \bo\ opU•pll, 

;rou dll ..-t..r, b cho" to ~.&D<>N •lt.ocoU..r tiM ftc~ U..\ be 

... •uu.or or u.. u.cl&r<>UoA of~·~ o t U.. 8\.0Wt.e to:r 

lol1Cl- Lltlt:V 1& flr&IAl.&, ud FOIIMIOI' of U.. lllll,..rtlt7 of 

flralal.fl.• 



In the url1eat oU-71 I t f"!t o r the Republic 

etun ware in aubatantlal agrn.,.nt that a nt.Uon.al. Gt;.pltal. 

,.r 
aboul4" toun4td 1n. fadloral. d.lttrlot,.a~ rro- thlo Jlll'lll-

dlOtlon of aft11n41.,14ual atau. '!'1'111 ~~:;, ln a 

tTill atnM a IJIIbol or a rtallutlon or nat1onal unit~ ,... 

and the tlnal looauon ot t~ nauonal oaolU.l proolaliNd a 

...._f';lh;;-
proper OOIIJ)l'OIIl .. betvun thot U lthAil h' Of the Korth, 

tlwl llouth, the -board and tbt lntt rlor, aa they a:o:Uted a t 

I n all or the la>nc1r94an4 tlttyyaart or our u:late nea 

~·~· ' 
a• a oonaUtut~-uon. aan.J':; l~t Nan~ 

~~o1,..1lan4 .,llt&1'7 oblttl.l ht a bal 

baan rttt r-nd to two or theta b adera Co nMl'fl Jpeol&l 

trlb\ltt ln. the nat1o11.1 a oapltal b)' tbl anotlon or nauenal 

''·~ 



'fodal ,. 1&.7 t M comentone of • t)Hrd l"•t ehrtne --
._,_., 

e4d.lf13 tM ~• or 'Mio-1 Jeffereon to till na~~~e of Abrahol.a 

Ltnooln,.-4~ ~ 
I hal't epoken or t he national charaotlr or the Dletrtot 

of Col\1111:-le lteelf, • caplUl w!Ucl1 l'lpt'lltnte toda1 tbl 

etatll , but o! forty- e18ht etat11 wh!ch tnOOIIJIIII tM w14th 

of our .-.t oonn:~~nt, 

~ an41t1etblretortt1tt1111;thatuonshundrl'41 of 

110nu.ente to faaoue """'rlclln l the three creat ehrtnee 11'1 

deo!.1o..teo!. to IIMln of man;r- eldtd qual1tltt , '7J;:ehl!l(ton repre-

.t,/./7. ,J 

tented ~ l oUl e e recop~tud tn GYti'Y part cf the 

YOUI\'" l'll.t1on end in IYIJT part of tbe ClYUl&ld worl~ for 

be ••• not only • ue•t sllltary leader, not onlJ 1 gree t 

tonae.tlon or a oonetltut1onal ne.tt~n , not only 1 great 

eXtCUUl't of tt..t nanon tn ttl troulloue t !U"l )' yean , but 

ello 1 .an of Ylllon e...!! eccoll"ll•t.ent t n clYll flel 4e --

._, ~1~~~~~~'14 IUrYiy~ ,~ r~l a!ld Clllall , 

• 



pa~ron ot b.atbandrJ, tr1tnd ot aottnUtU and tallow ot 

pollUcal ~hlrllr.ara. 

Llnooln too waa a 11111.n1- 11Ud aan. Jl1onen ot ~he wUdar-

ntn , oounul tor tha undar- pr1vUtga4, tol d1tr 1n an Ind.lan 

war, ... tar ot tba Engl1ab ~ongu.1, r a1lr1nc point for a torn 

----~,. ~a~1 htart tnr)"'btre, to. ot ll&llo~~ 

uaobtr ot s-4-wlll.. 

!o tboat wt aM toda:r anotbar J.~arloan ot II&J!.1 oar~• -

no~ Jttftraon th.a f011ndor of a part7 , bu~ Uw Jttter ton whoa• 

tntlutnct 11 ftlt todaf 1n 11.1.117 ot t ha ourrtnt aotlvltln ot 

Vhtn 1n ~!"..t 7tar 1~11 J.atrtoa epaaka of 1ta Bill ot 

1'1CbU, wa ~b1nl. ot tba author ot tba atatuta for ral1C1oua 

U'bart:r 1n Ylrs:tnla. 
~,{,6 .•. t. 

Vhen toda,J' J.atrtcana ~ t21a rourtb ot Julr 17'18, ,, 
our stn4a ra~art to Jattaraon, author of tba Daolar•Uon ot 

Indt !il'fndenoa. 

Jattaraon, toull4frott'!wt'nlnnU7 otY11"11n1a , 
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(The Pru i dent waa introduced by !lonorable Stuart G. 
:i:~~~f· Chair:~an, Tho11aa Jettcreon He:10rie.l Co•-

MR. GIBBONEY, G~'tU:l!E!l OJ' '!'HE CIDa.ISSION : 

Thie ie the e econd ooc11.eion on which I hPve had 

the privllefje ot ooo ing in an ortioi!\l ccl:lncit:t to thie 

e1te and I hope that by Jnnu~ry in 191:1, I nhnll be "'ble 

t o come to thl' find ded_!~th!. .. ~.!:!.~.t .. .Lt~ 

In the errlieet ~aya o:- ( t.."te) t."'.1 e Repub11o .2!, 

our e , the Republle under the Coneti tution tho repreunta

t1ve e or the several etc.tee or the Uni on were in eubetan-

t1nl ar,r eelllent that a nnt i ona.l cnp1te.l eh~ulc be rounded 

in a fede r al. d 1etr1ct set 11.par t !rom the jur1fld1ot1on or 

.ny 1nd h1dul\l. atate. ( 'l'hla) ~ purpose Watl in 11. true 

aenee a e)'lllbol ore r eali zati on or n&tlonal un1tJ; and the 

tln&l locati on or the n11.tionfll oep1 te.l in this "lace pro-

cla i med a proper oomprooi ee bet ween t he 1ntert=et or the 

liorth, t he South, the aeeboard nnd the interior, ue they 

ex18ted a t (the) that time. 

In ell ot the hundred and tl!tJ ye,.ra ot our 

(exietenoe) lite e.e p conet1tut1ont~l ntotlon ar..ny ae:IOrir.le 

to ita civil and 11111tl'ry ct.iete hAve been ut up (h~re) 

in the llfltlOnnl Capitl-..1. But. it hae been reecrved to two 

or ( theeo) ~ lee~ere to roooive epeci el t ribute in tl1e 



Pnn.klln c . loe•••el\ I.IIPr•rt 

fth '' • '"-""'' •"' t>r lie nt" !loa•• eh~t<,;r-~,.Jn• hill .. r.-rtAI'UUl 
not<oe \.11~~~ " t!l. "~ ·11. wt~• 

,..,~ra: ewtoulll1 
l"l'fl ' IOH ~ "I# .n 
}..rlr"!nUie• • • ,.,,. ••r" ~~e• U.•d 
•IMn \be epe41 • " red, \~ 
U..J •FS*U' tb• pn• 1 ,. .. paretl 
re.SIIlf: P1 t • \ 
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nation 1 e oepitnl by the erect1on ot national ehrinea per

petuating their ~emoriel! over r~nd ebove the appr eciation 

and .!h!_ regA~ tendered to o thor srut c l tl~enA of the 

Republic. 

And, toc!ay Ye l a,y the corneretone or a tl'.ird 

great ehrine -- adding t!-.c n-e or 'i'hoau Jerreraon to the 

nruaee or Georee \oinehin£,;ton nn11 Abraham Lincoln , 

I have opoken or tl.e n" tlonol chnrlle ter or the 

Di atrlot or Colu:;~biP 1 taelr, P o•pl tal (\olhich) ~ repre

aente today the vltl"~lty, not or ttirteen AtlPntlo 11011board 

et~ttee, but or rorty- elt.ht et&tee (which) !t:!,! encoop!'lae 

tC.e ~ width or (our) .!h!_ oonUnent. 

Thill vitality env1111nc,;U !!!!!!Z• mM;r- elded lntereeta: 

and it ia therefore fitting th11t ru:1one; hundrediPi or monuments 

to r11.111oue Alllerlof!.ne the three grent ehrlneo llre dedie11ted to 

11en or aany-dded qua.U tie e . 

Wl'al':lnrton repreeented ab111 tie a recOfiiniud in 

every part or the youne; natlon and, ~. in every pa_rt 

or t he civilized worlCI ~.Y,; for he wae not only a 

grt~at 111lita ry leader, not on,y "' greet moc!erA.tor in bring

ing together c11fleord.olnt elementa in the !01'111\tion o: a 

coneUtuUonn.l n~tion, not only e treat executive or thnt 

nation ln ite (tr.Jubloue) ~earl,- yeare, but aleo 

a autn or vbion to.nd aceomplb.haent~ ln private civil tidde - 

talented ene;lneer nne. flurve,yor , J)ll'nner or hifhWII)'I f!nd 

oPnal,., prtron or hut~b,c~nllry , tr1ena Qf sclentl ats rn4 



_,_ 

tallow or pol1 tio&l thlnkert . 

Lincoln too wna a mnny-olded man. Pioneer or 

the wllderne11e, counsel for the tlf'lder-prlv1lrged, eoldl er 

ln an Indi an war, aaeter of t he Ene;l1e.h tongue, r all)'l"G 

point tor a torn n1'tl on , caanolpator, not of al avee alone, 

but or thou of heavy heArt everywhere, foe of ••11oe , ~ 

tencher ot goo4-w1ll. 

To t hose we l'dd today ,mot her Merloan or mt~ny 

part e -- not Jefferson t he founder or a pnrt y , 'bu t the J et-

feraon whose lnrluenoe le felt todQ l n o.anr ot the current 

nctivltlu or nenklnd. 

mten ln ~e ycuu 2!, 19:!19 kllerlca epeak11 or 1 t e 

8111 or Rl~hte , we think or the 11uthor o! the ettot'l t e for 

re11 [!;10ue Ubert y ln Vlrglnln . 

\:hen today Amerlonne oelebr etc the tmnlver u rr ot 

the i"ourt h of Jul7 1776, our mlnde revert to JetteriJOn, 

aut hor of the Declarati~n ot Independence. 

And ... hen eA.ch Spr1na ve take pert 1n (the) coll

mencement exerc1eee or echool e And un1vere1tlee, ~ we 

go bB.alt t o the daye or Jerre r eon , ! ':Iunder or the Unlvere1 ty 

or V1re;ln1a. 

\.'hen ve t h1nk ot hlfl older contempor~rr , S.nJ~t•ln 

Frank11:t .,. the u:per11"1enter 1n phyelce end ot ecl ence , ve 

rGe~~~er tl1"t Jet!ereon Vt'l! an 1n•entor of ntm.eroue m:aal l 

devlce11 t? lll'lke htll:lf'R 11!e lll,pler end ~l)pler tt nd th11t he , 

too , exl)erl ::~ented ln tl.e b1olOSY or~ ttnd 2! 

agriculture, (l'nd Uve •tock.) 



In the current era (of) !!!. the ereot1on or 

nobl e bulldln&a in nll parte or the countr y we recognize 

the enor:aoue influence of Jerrereon ln the Ameri can ap. 

pllcntlon or clauic art to hoe~u t>nd public buildin.r:e - 

l'n influence ( 'thlch) ~ !IIIUU ltaelr tel t toda:r in t.'le 

aelcctlon or the dealgn !or thh very ahrine tor which we 

!!:! by!ru:. the cornerst one . 

But 1t wAS in the field or political philosophy 

that Jerreraon ' o ale;nifi cf!nca ia transcendent. 

He lived aa we live in the :~id«t or e atrut;gle 

between ru1e by t.~e aelf- choaen indlvidue.l or the aelf

~ppointod few, tnd, on the otherhnnd, rule by the rr~nchiae 

Pnd.!!:!.!, approval or the many. He believed ~a we do that 

the average opini on of man'dnd 1a in the long run auporlor 

t o the cUotatee or t.'-le aelt-chcun . 

During all ~e yeara thet have followed Thomaa 

Jefferson the United Statu h.u expendec! hie philoaophr 

into a erel'tter ~~:chieveuent of eecuri ty of the notion, 

aecurl t)" ot the indi vidual 11nd ntttlonnl unity, than i n nny 

o t her part or the~ world. 

It any be tlult the conflict between (the) tvo 

ron:~o ot phllooo:m,y vlll continue for centurlel'l to OO!'!e, 

but ve in the United Statea are t;Ore t!tM e•er aat1at11td 

(with) ~ the republlc"n tor:1 or governl'tent b11aed on 

recu,lP.rly rec1trrinc; opportun1 tlea to our c 1 tlzena to choou 

the i r le8dera for t.'tecflelvea. 



_,_ 

~. theref:)re, 1n me:aory or the cu1.ny- elded 

Thoou Jorrer•on 11nd ln honor or t.ho ever pr esent v1to.l1ty 

ot hie typo or Amer1can1ea, we lay the corner• tone or 

tills ahrlne . 
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