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EX'l'D!PORAlli!OOS R!l!AJ\1':3 OF 'n!t PRESIDElf'l' 
At the Thanlte~lvlng Dinner, Georgia \'/IU'II Sprinl• round:aUon 

Warm Sprin£11, GeOl't:'lll, llOVIIIIber 2Z, 1939 

llnrBERS OF THE OLD WARJ.: SPRI!IQ.S f'OllllDATIOJI, m:mERB OF THE 

\lAPJ: SP!U!lO.S FAJ.:ILY: 

I do not knov how you reel but Anne Smither feel• 

better then ehe tUd Rt the becinning of the dinner. 

Somebody - - I think it w~• To:r.my ~u~l t ere -- told 

Anne t het ahe Wf'll COitiO to t.rwe tb: nook or the turkey Bnd 

I think ehfl Wl\11 (Uat1nctly 'lo'Orrled: until tl".e real tt.in,e 

el!.l:le to tt.e table on t~.e plate . 

You Jtnow t.~ese partlee, eomet1:loo I think they have 

alwe.yc been coing on, all ay life, and ;ret 1 t 18 only Jue t 

f i fteen year~ B€,'0 thet I c11.mc down here, All Alone , to ht~ve 

a perfectly good hol1G.ay and try out ,., thinP. called 'the 

pool,' 'the public pool' . ~y, it ie eo ton{" 11 -o -- tltteen 

yeara -- thct it wt:e eTen befo1·e Fred Botta rot t.ere and 

probabl7 11 lot or you think. thrt Fred wee born hera . And 

then, lUI t1oe went on , our ':hRnkoe1v1nr· 1!1nnere t;ot to be 

aocethlng . I reoember 1n t he oHI Inn, the old tire trep --

l t wae about two hundred reet fro:.~ where tul Fre now -- &\. 

the first 'l'hankec1v1nr .. ,.,. Cl.lnner 1n H~26, onlr fourteen 

ye11r11 llf.'? -- oh, yes, Fr~c. ""• tr.f're but ,.t t:.at t1.1111 ~~~ 

wu & very ,.,.11 boy -- we wert! porfec tl:r tl';r11led t.ecl'uee 

we had , 1nclud1ng all tl".e people trlho vor·~ed ~n ·· .e pbce Rn4 

the one doctor rnd tbe ~ne phfl"lothert·piat -- we :auttt t.rve 

h~!d f1!t:t people at tt".at .tnr.c-r. 'r rn , •• tl:~e ..-cnt :-Jn, 
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the problem or the old I nn ~>no. 1 te d1n1ng hall .-;ot to be 

eerloua beo#luec -- I don 1 t ltnow when 1 t wr~ e -- 11round 1~1:'.8 

or 1929 we ht~d two hundred people tot our The.nkectv1n'­

D1nner and \.:8 got 8Wfully worrle<l bcoauee there were eome 

o::~inoue oret~ke ln tl.e o1c1dle or t!.e flnner after tt.e turkey 

had been e11ten -- not creake rro:~ tl·-• people but ere&ke 

from the foundation ot t~e bu1lt'Uf\{". It wae t< rreat quu­

t1on u to whether the timbaru ot the old I nn would etnnd 

the surfeit of food . 'n".1 t 1."all one rt:toeon why we bu1lt 

Georgia Hall, becauee we were not ou1te aure 1! we cot 

bi gger ~n<i better 'l"nanket:;iv1nc, D11y dinnere ~.D.t the old 

Inn wult~ etend up. It wu1 • utter or pure phyeloAl. 

precaution thnt we hl'd to build Gcort;il'l Hnll . 

And now -- t :110 io nt)t the flro t dinner we ho.ve 

had here -- i1. ie ~:oin,· to be a oueeuon before :11011t or u11 

die 1111 to whethll'r t."'l11 41n1nl roo111 1e ·o!.n to be b1"' enoug."l 

or not. However, "e l:11ve nll fl'lrte or trie~a u' our Alcove : 

we ccn ext·nt. t:.ta t!.lnlrt(_ roo• elt."ler tl.:t way or t::~~tt VfiJ , 

behind mu, or even out nl dew!'lyl . 8o I 1".1''18 111:1 lde11- t!tore 

will 11.lwnya tlo plenty o·' roo~:~ tor the Tht~.nl:e-1v1nr :lay 

party. 

Vl'.en I lett !.ere 11t tl1e pnd or A,.,r11 or t:'l.e be­

inntn:,. or ··"Y -- I ~ve ror'"'Ott,.n Yl'•en 1t \.'ee -- I aa1d 

to t:.o people dotr.TI ~>t t!u! trr1~ tlll't I woull be b11ck t:h 

t'• 11 1! we G1d not heve 11 w11r . \:ell , we h11d ,. war; we Mve 

11 wo r t3o.n.y. or cour11e tl.er• wf!re oolumne written 1-bout 
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Just whAt I lnePnt -- or course I moPnt Jus t tt!'!At I B11 l d -­

t~ nU. we have I! wer, but I n,.Ril.£e<. eolllehow to get down here 

thle FPll PR• ! hope tht1t next Spr1:1£ there won ' t be pny 

..,,.,. ( llnJ)llluee) -- but 1! ti•e wnr ehould be e t1ll c.'Oln:; on, 

I still hope to be able to ·et aown here, even 1! 1 t l e 

tor ft ver:r a uch l'hortened hollG.~ty , even tor F few days , 

Jupt to see hotr tLe iit~n~ Sprlnre ff'lm1ly 1e ~stUng on . 

'lou know, I tJ"' ln r,.vor ot ~<,·ar . I em ver y much 

ln trovor or Wl\r, the klnd or war th11t \'8 are conc!.uotlng 

~ere st ~·11n~ Sprl nt;ll , t he kind or wpr thA~. a.lded 11nd 

abe tted bt wh•t we have been doln- 11t l.'ar:a Sprln~:• nov 

tor fourteen or fifteen ye11re, lr1 11pr eadl ng all over the 

country - - the \1ar llge!.net the orlppllng of men ttnd woz:~en 

n.nd , eep&cl ally, or children . It le "' com-pAra tively new 

!1c;ht. Even the older people ht~re wlll 'be per hPpe eurpr1sec.'l 

,. 11 ttle when I tell the.11 th11.t ntty 7eare ,.go , when eoae 

or ue tr.'.:) are l'.ere tonight were .-11v e , t.~ere waa pr•ct1oally 

noth1ne be1nc, d.one 1n llll o!' t he Un1ted St,.tn to help 

crippl ed peopl e to u11e thelr a~e nnd leg e l\8ft1n. 

WhAt d i d they do? We1J , they were Just eort or 

pu ohed ott on t:1e 111de ; they were Juet unfortun11te people . 

tt Wlle Juat whl'lt t~.e7 ueed to Ctlll •,.:~ 11ct o! God• l'nd 

there wer• ,. lot or '1er1 oof! rel1o1oue pe::~ple , pe:;,ple who 

belon,;ed to ct:u r c:hee, people who Uved Chrllltlrn Uvea, 

1"11 over the !Jn1 teo. Stntee lo'ho , when eomeoody ln the tr..31ly 

ot lntr~.ntlle par•lyl\le or f!Ometl.ln. Plee 1n t!-.oee dtlye , 
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would uy thnt 1t wPe an act or God 11nd t hey would o.o 

nothing more 11bout lt . The ch1ld or the grownup would 

be Just eort or rce-nrdf>d ae ~tn unfortunAte vlctlm or 

aomethlnt,. thr~t no husfln being could do anything to.bout . 

They were eee;rec•ted; they were put up ln L"'e attic . It 

wee one or the thlnge you 41dn 1 t talk about l:l the tam1ly 

or w:m[ the nel[.'hbore. And what 18 th~tt? HAlf " century 

ago ! AnC. whl\t fl. ohftllge there hae been ln t..~oac t1tty yeArs . 

In ot}•er ~:orde,, I think our a ttl tude towarde 

rel1e:lon, tow11rdt helplflQ one' e neithbore hae chanP."ed an 

,.vful lot ~tnd we believe that there are certtoln tonu ot 

hwpn end.e,.vor thlot at~y be ct~lled , very properly, Wtlr -­

"-"ill' LI{;Plnet thlnr;11 thllt we underMtf'nd 11bout, thlnr.s thtot 

can be improved, t>mellOrllteC., bettered ln every way beoo~~use 

ot hWliAn enc.te~vor. 

I ~o not have to tell ftll or you tl'.e tre:llendoua 

atr1c1u that Mv been .::11de 1n 11ed1o1ne r.nG. , 1nc1dentallr, 

1n the l'-tt1 tude or people 1n ~tlmoet every co::~:~un1 ty 1n thle 

country tow11.rd11 cert8.1n typee ot hutHI.n n!tl1ct1on. But lt 

aeerna to •e 111110 thl't here At \/AMI Spr1nt:e we hAve d1eoovered 

eo::~et.'l1~ thllt hlle not yet been reco~n1Zed 1'8 " raot all 

over t:.e Un1 ted St11tee, IPnd thllt ~ e the tact o~ huaan re-

lat1onehlpe -- rnd the rehtlonllh1p ot thllt l:.U311n relation-

eh1p t o ec1enoe end med1c1ne. 

~/toy b11ok there, rtrteen ye11r1 -- rourteen yeare 

G(:;O , when IIH)QO or the flret people c,:!l\e down hert~ beoauee 



_,_ 

ot to SundAy new11paper story 10n«1 nothlnc elee , there cue 

into being o. thine called "thn Spl r l t or t~arm Spring&. • 

Well, or course everybody llku to th.lnk ln locAl ter:u 

but ereduellf, over thoee ye~tra, that thlng th!!t we here 

call •the Splrlt or :iam Sprlnga• has, I think, dneloped 

lnt~ t' lll'jor !actor ln medlctU ro lenoe ltaelt, 11t0:1111thl1'1€; 

that 1 11 reoot;nHe<1 by n e r el\t ml'ny l!octors but not by flll. 

You l'nd I cpn l:n~lne l'nd eome or u11 hpvo Ihlen very wonder­

ful modern honpl t Pl l!l where, ln euoh f' hof'pl tPl , there 1 11 

everythlnr thl'lt noc!ern eclence o11n devltJe -- the beat or 

aedlcal cere , the beet or nurdnt. care -- but aoaehov, when 

one htoa cone throueh ,. grellt modern 1net1tutlon or the kind 

I lllll talking flbout -- lind there fire not many - - oomee Awey 

reeling thtlt lt le ~tll mechanized, 1t 1B &11 meohe.nloal , 1 t 

1s all ftometh1nt thpt doee not tAke 1nto account hu:un re· 

lat1onsh1ps. 

Down here l't Van~ Spr1ncs 1n t.lte last rev 7eara, 

pr1nc1p11ll7 or couree becauee o! the treaendoue natlonal. 

support th&t we have had, we have built up here 11 mechanic~ 

ally perfect place . T!\11 new In!lrmt~ry , w1th all that 

modern oolenoe oM poea1bly t;1ve •• that 1e all to the e(,od -­

and yet I do hope to aee V11M1 5pr1nt;e go on 1n the poa1 t1on 

tho e:ener,.l !~din£ that t<e ere 1'011 p,.rt o! ,. ! PJ11l)", that 

we aro hav1nt; ,. pretty good time out or lt ,.11, getttng well 

not onl y 1n our lef•fl !\tid L'Tt:lfl Wt ,.1110 help1n~ our mlnde 1n 



reltttloneh1p to the 1:11nde or everybody around ue, the 

other pat1ent11, the s t err, the rr1enl\11 lind the tllm111es , 

all or whom mt~ke up ";.'al"'ll Spr1nse . 

And eo , now that our mechan1ofll equ1J)Iaent 1e eo 

good, now tt'.l!t "'e are u~to-d11te, I hope that 1t 1e ;.:Olng 

to be our andel\vOr 1\l.traya 1n the yeere to come to keep up 

the old eplri t ot hUIIIan rellltionl!lhlpe th11t hlle meant eo 

much 1n the P8.Bt . 

It has been 11 &ood dinner. I have 11 tlock or 

telegra~~a 1n •Y hAnd troa 11eabers or the Cabinet, from 

oe:~bera o! the Senate, troo membere of the House or Repre­

eentt~tlveD, rrom Governor11 or IDIU\Y etatee -- the Governor 

of the Stete or Geort;ia 1n perticulRr. Here 111 one rro::~ 

r clrl who , I thlnlt. , ueed to he hcre l n the old deye : 

•Here's to our nAtlonl'll blrde, the eAgle 11.nd 
the turkey. ~:ey the o:'le e;ive ue peftce 1n all our atfltea 
nn6 the other 11 piece !or All our plrtee . • 

!low I understand thAt we are £0lr>.U to have one ot 

thou old raeh1oned Waru Springe pll!.ya and then eome aonga 

trom our Tu.ekegee fr1enda . 

I t hu been a grand pnrty ror me and I hope you 

a.ll love thla ae much u Anne !blther and I do . 



BX~PORANEWS REMARXS OF THE PRRSIDSNT 

AT THANKSGIVING DII~NER, t'ARII Pr INOS FOUHDATI .11 

1fARM SPRINGS, GA., MOVE)I[;ER 23, 1939. 

Keabers ot the ol wars Sprincs Foundatl.on, ae•bera ot the 

War• Springs ta-.lly: 

I do not lmow how you feel but Anne Saitherf feels better 

than she cUd at the beginning of the cUnner . 

Somebody -· I think it was Ta-17 QuaJltera - - told Anne 

that she was &Oinc to have the neck or the turkey and I tblnk 

she was dht1nctl.y worried until the real thing caae to tne 

table on the plate. 

You know these parties, sometimes I think they htLve 

always been JOilli on, all ay llte, fl.' yet 1t is only j u st 

tit teen years •&o that I c• ae down here, c.ll alone, to have 

a perfectly JOOd holiday and try out a tnins call~ •the 

pool, • •the public pool. • Why, it is so long ago -- 1 5 

years - - that it wus even before Fred Botts got here 

and probablY a lot of you thUik that Fred was born hare. 

And then, ts t1ae went on, our 'l'hanks&1T1!8 d1Mers 1ot to 

be so-et.h1n&. I r•nber in the old Inn, the old tire trap 

- it was about two hundred teet tra.: where we are no• --

at the first Thanlcag1v1nc Day dinner 1n 1 ·.(5 , only fourteen 

years ago -- oh, yea, Fred wa!l there but at that ti111e he was 

a vel")' ...... 11 boy - we were perfectly tnrilled boc"use we 

had, inclucU..n& all the people who worked on the pla e and 
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the one cSoctor and the one phya1o-thorapist -- ..-e must have 

had fifty people at that dinner. Then, us time w •nt on, 

the probla11 or the old Inn and ita dining hall cot to be 

serioua because -- I don' t know when it wt.s -- aroW\d 19-td 

or 1929 we had two hundred people at our Thanks&iv1rw Dinner 

and we got awtully worried because there were s01ae o•inous 

creaks in the middle or the dinner attar the turkey had 

been eaten -- not creaks from the people but cree.ic1 from 

the foundation of the bU1ld1nc; . It ns a great .uution 

fio.S to whether the tt.ber s of the old Inn wotlld sUnd the 

surfeit of tood . "l'hat was one reason why we built oeorcia 

Hall, becl&use we were not quite sure if we got b1&cer and 

better TnanKsc1 vin& DaY dinners that the old Inn 'lfOUld stto.DCl 

up· It was a utter or pure phyeical precaut ion tht.t we 

had to build Geor&i• Hall. 

And now -- this i s not the firs t dinn£r •• ha"U had here 

-- it 1s &oin& to be a question before JaOst ot ua die u to 

whether this cU.nil'l& room is goina to be bi& enQU&b or not. 

However, y,e have all sorts of tricks up our sleeve: we Cl! ll 

extend thi s di ning rom~ either that way or that way, behind. 

ae, or eTen out s ideways. So I have an idea there will 

aln:rs be plent7 of rooa tor the '!'bankagbinc DeY party · 

r LE 



(Add President W&l'll Springs 1) 

lihen I lett here at the end of April or the betinning or 

Kny -- I h&"ffl tor&cJtten 11hen it was - - I said to the people 

duwn at the train that I 1JOUl.d be back this Fall 1t •• did 

not ba·n a war. We.u. we had " nr; •• have a war to4&Y. 

Cit cour:..a there were coluans written aoout just what I •e~nt 

-- ot course I aeont just ,nut I su.id -- and Ye have a war, 

bu t I .anaged aoaehow to get down here this Fall and I hope 

that next Spring there 1JOn1 t be any nr (applause) --but 

1f the war Dxu:t should be till coin{:: on, I tUl bope to 

be able to cet down her a . even it it is tor a very &lch 

shortened holiday. even tor a few days, just to see how the 

Warm Springs familY 1s gettins on. 

Iou know, I na ia ravor or war. I aa ver> IIUCh in 

ravor or war, the kind or war that .-e are ccnductin& here 

at 1'ar11 Spr inas, the kind or w(lr that, &idea and &.betted b:t 

.n.at we n.aY& been doin& a t War11 Sprircs D01I' tor fourteen or 

fifteen years, ls SJ'readina all over tbe country -- the wa r 

agains t the crippling o r 11en an women and, especiallY, o r 

childr en. lt 11 a cOIIp&rathely new tight. Even the older 

people here rill be perhars surpriaed a little when I tell 

th• that tU't:t years ago, nan 1011& or us who are here 

tonight were aliT& , there Wfia practically othinC being doue 

1n all or tne united States to h••lp cr1p led people to use 

their ana and lees again. 



{Add Pruld.nt wana Sprint• 2) 

What did they do? Well, the~ were Just sort or pushed 

off on the lide; they were ju. t unfortunate people. It was 

Just wh~r.t thoy u. ed to call •an ac1 ot God• a.nd there ware a 

lot Of Trtt"Y lood relisiWS people, people whO beloOf;ed to 

churches, people who lived Chri tbn lh"es, all over the 

United Statu who, wn.en soaebody in the faadly sot infantile 

paralysis or something el:-e in tho .. days, am.:; would say 

that it was an act or God and they auld do nothinl •ore 

e.bout it. The child or the &roanup would be Just sort of 

reaarcl.ed aa an unfortunate •1ct1Jr. of so:.ethil¥ ~ 

UUXX that no husan beinc coulcl. do anythin& about. lbey 

.-ere aegreaated.; they were pet up in the attic. It was one 

of tho thinas you didn ' t tulk about in the family or &IIOD• 

tbe nei&hbora. ;,n, what i:; that? Half a century agol 

And what a chU~£e there hns been 1n tho .. e fifty years. 

In other words, I think ow· attit"..lde tonrds rel1&1on, 

tOtiiuds nelpi~ one ' s nei&hbora h1 • chanced an awful lot 

1md we belbva that there are cert"in Corns of hUJlal\ endeavor 

th&t u.y be cnlled, very proparl)', war -- war a&ainst thingu 

that •• underat ... nd about, th1J"lll that can be illprovod, 

aaeltorat-s., ~ttered in e-veey way because or hwu.n endeavor. 

I do not h~•e to tell all you. the tre.andoua atridea 

that ha"Ye t-een ade 1n 1dliimd aedicine and, incid •nta ly, 

1n the attitude of people in al•o ... t nary co ..uni•.y 1n this 

country towarda certain typos of huun ~;.fCliction. But it 

aee•s to •e al::.o that bore at War• springs we nAve 111c ver.d 



(Add Preaident. wara Spr inc• 3) 

so 1ethin& that. has not yet been recognit.ed aa a t act all over 

th~~n1ted Statu, 1:tnd thl:tt 11 the !aot o! human ralat1onsh1ps 

--DIX the relat1c·nsh1p of that hUIII8ll r al&.t1onah1p to science 

&nd lddicine. 

'Cay back there, 15 years -- 14 years ago, .tten 10118 or 

the first people co.c.a down here becau:oe or a Sunday nawsp.; per 

story and nothin8 else, ther e c~>ae into bein8 a thina called 

• the Spirit o! wars Spri ngs. " \•ell , of course ever ybody 

likes to th1.nk in local teras but gri'H!uall.y, over thou years, 

that thing that we here call 11 th& Spirit or Wa~ SpT'iiJe;!l• 

hr.s , I think, developed into & aajor factor in aKical science 

itself, soOll&Ul.ing that is recqnlz.ed by a great uny doctors 

but not by all. You and I can imagine and <>Ome or us have 

seen very li'Ond&rtul aod.ern hospitals -.here, in such a 

hospital, there is everythin&: that .adem science Clin de•he 

- t.~e best or medical care, the bast or ours~ care -

bUt, so ehow, when one h.hs aone tbrw.&h a a r aat IIOdarn 

institution of the kiM I aa tti.lkinl about -- tn... there a r e 

not ~ -..(3a::qpn comes away reeling that it ia all 

•echanir.ed, it 18 all aec:hanical, it 1s all ao::~athinl that 

does Dot b Ita into account huaan relationships •• 

Dom here at W&MI Sprin&s in the last raw yurs, 

princi pall.7 o! course bec:au .. a or the trewendous national 

su
1
,port that •e haTe had, we have built up hare a ac h<~.niclllly 

pert•ct pbca. This new Infir•ry, with al.l that 110<1ern 

1eienc• can possiblY a i n -- that 11 all to the aood IUIIl --



(Add Pre ident war Sprlnca 4) 

and :ret l do ope to see W11.r• Sprlnca 10 on in the position to 

ci•e tbe spirit or Wara Sprin&a, the bW&ll.D associat1,.na, the 

ceneral reeling that we are all ,ut or a family , that we are 

hevin; a pretty cood t11 e out or it all, gettirll well not on.4' 

in our legs and arms but a.Lao helpins: our minds in relation­

ship to tbe ainds or everybody around us, the other p&tienta, 

the aurr, the tr1enc1s and the fo.ailies , all or wb011 llll.ke up 

W&.ra Springs. 

And so, now ti1at our •echanlcal e'.lui~ent is so cood, 

now t.'lat .,..e are up-to-4ate, I hope that it 1a goin8 to be 

our endea•or always in t.he years to come to keep up the old 

spirit of human relationships that has •eant so IIUCh in the 

p .. t.-
It has been a sood dinner • I have a flock of tele&rams 

in illY hand from "'•bers of the C&binet, !rOll me•bers of the 

senate, fr<* llf'•bers of the Hou:;.e of Repre.>ento.ti'f'ea, fro• 

Governors of mattf a"t.es -- the Governor of the S"te of 

Ceor,1a 1n particul&r• Sere 1a one troa a Jirl ebo, I 

think, u,ed tu be here in the old dfQ' s: 

•Here' • to 'Ut' national birds, tn.e ea&le and 

the turkey. May the one cive ua peace in all our 

states and the other a piece for all ur plates. " 

Now I unaerstan4 that we are .toiq t"l have une or those 

old taahioned War• Sprinc• plr.ya and then •~ sonll trOll 

cur 1'\lakecee friend& . 

It. bas been a ,rand partr to'f u and I hope rou all 

l•>Y* this as .ueb as Anna faither,f 6n4 1 do. 
I I D 
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