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THE PRESIDFnT OP' TH! UfliTED STATYS 

011 
A PROPOSED PROGRAM OP' HO~PITAL O'ltiS'TRUC'i'IOlf 

IN RURAL AND O'nUll: lf!:EDY ARUS 

In -.y epeoial Mssa&e to ttw Conereu on J&nu.:~ry 23 , 1939, I 

expressed -.y oonoern oYer tohe inequol1.t1n that exist 11.110ng the St.ntea 

Health and leltan Aot.lrlties and nc-nded it t or eantul • tud.r ~ the 

Congress . 

Conditl•mn described 11. yenr 11.80 are au.betnn t lally u.nchnnged tode.y . 

There is etlll need for the federal sovern•nt to po.rt1clpe.te in etren&:tb

enin8: and lncreaetns the t-lth Mcurlty ot t'- :>atbn . 1'!\entore, I aa 

sla.d to know t.bat a co-itt.. ot the Coftcr-•• M.s &lre-..cly betun a ct.retu.l. 

et.udy or ll•lth let~:lalatlon . It 1• rq hope that such etudy w1ll be 

~ cont.inu.:; ~1n1 the preoont aeaal cn, l ocking t~rd oonatru.ctive 
A t-K. Jt r;;.r. "'-

actionl\ I have uked the Int.erdep:•r t<lent.d 1~o1:tt:,eo to Cocrdl.rut.e Health 

and. lleltare AotlYltlu to continue ita atu.dy~ • ' 3 y .. ,...,.,,, .. ...... ~ 
In order Ulat at 1-st a besinnlt\4 •1 bt ... ..de I nO'I' propoM tor 

tho o01\al derat1on ot thot ~~~~~ a progrn!l tor the oonat.ru.ctlon or ••ll 
hospl tal a in netody ar.ae of the cou.ntry , eepeci.ll.lly in :rural areu, not , 

now provided with th1111 . Honpi tnle are uaent ial to physio!Ane in~ 



_,_ 

.adem ..atoa~i;;~; -~·~· ~~4~~~ ;~:,d~A"_.;~tal'7 
fac11lt1oe are l \ )!; ' H p c en1 re";\' •lt.b nHCle-t..i., 

,. P'orloi~ of hoopit•b in tl» ,,..., to whioh I ~r., dll >._.~ .,.. 
gr .. uy t.prove exillting h ... lth pervicoa , at.tl"'lat ooepetent doctor!! a.nd ""'?"":-
niH t.M etl.lndnrd1 of Modioa.l oare in t~H eo~ltloa. 'ftle new hcspl-

t.a1a ehould .. ~ the ad<titl'll\al p-U'poae or ;rovidlng labor.torJ and other 

dl.&poetlc fllclllt.1el tor t.he Ui!lfl of local !)h.yalcle.na, 11 well aa aceo. 

!loci&Uont tor local h.,.lth depart»nta. 

t..\ey 11\oW.d. not be C;)ftlt.ruot.d 1n co:~~&U~itlee el»re ..._.. public er 

~~:-.~ i~1~~~ior:.:.~~";:~::.~ :v:n;.~ ~~Md.~i" ~,~~h'?. ,,,( 
i eeA. To ineure proper loc.o.tlon ~nd ifli8ll at.and: rdo r)t opehu,n, approvnl • 

~?,.,...~ 

of hol -ltAl oonatructl rm reJects ahould M ;:ivan by the &lrgeM Generol 

of the Public !1aalt..'l S.rvloa , wit.h U. &d1'1a. of ron a.dvleory council oon-

slatlnc of out.st.andinA -uc~!.:: ~n:~J'~~;~7~~. 'llho a re e~rt 

in .-~ttera relating to hoeplt.U,_ aerrica~. 

---- Projoeta projiO&d for ooMidarati-m allould be JJUb.ltted by rupona1-

ble publlo auUI?rltiea and ahould incl ude aaiiiW'I\nce that ad•·!U!I.te •1nt.lo

nenoe YUl be provided . .\ppro'l'&l ?f rojeota ahoulcl he preceded by et:.ref'ul 

surwoy ot exlatin&: looa.l 1\oepit.al fac1llt1ea and need. . St.and.arcb for 

organlaati<>n, stuff , a nd ccatlnuina: operation ahoul.cl he eat.abliallecl by the 

Surt:ecn General , with the advice of the ndvlaory oouneU. A 0011.patent. 

boaplt.a.l at.aff and eatlat.ct.ory atu.ncltrda of eervioe :Cu,.J.~ .. ,.:-:fi,,..d, 

tneludlna Mdica.l, .ur&:loal, and -t.ernlty Hrvloe. lhen ~. specUl 

provlalona ahould be -.de for the care of t'M tuborculou.t . In •ny arMI 



-'-
of t.he South, t"e ,reeent a cute neada for t he o!l.ro of Negro P' t ier1t.1 

fl !•t. 
ah.oul1 be • t. 

1 =r.c-et that thes-e hosplt.ala be ai.aple , funct.iond~ 

u t.Ui:r.:ed 1n thti pl.D.nnlng and exeoutl:)n of the hos~1t&l fli'OJIOU . Tlt.le t o 

theao 1nat1 t.ut1<~nl ehould be held by t.ht P'edoru.l Govern~~~ent, but opet"'lt.ion 
r_,:,,.,#;.._t 

ahould be a l ooil) rlljJ<ma1bU1t y . 

I r.c~n4 to the CongHaa ttw.&_:l!b~ 1::~~~~"-~ ~O.:~ia 
'll"OfP"''l• 1» en~~.ot..d and t.M.t (L. S\111 o~tl.O ,OOO,~ be ap; r opr1AtAd to u. 

Public 1'-lt.h S.nice t.o 1M~ WI the prOQ'tl3 durJ.n.; t.M next ttaoal 

yosr. 

~· luconf1dentt.hateventhial1a1t.ed 

undert'lldn~ wUl bring av.batcnU.al "tw-ne 1n t.be e••1ni of lvee , nh•·bi

Ut.ati-,n of worker. , 11.!'1d 1ne1"'0 Hd h..alth and YJ.gor ot the ~-.).).• . 



.. 
A PJW:IPOstXI J>M<#:U.X 01 k03'I!.lL COKStRUCtlOlf 

IH RUR.ll. .t....'<D onG:I'I i:I:IM AJIIEA.I (oontln\lft.) 

I N.•t 1:'1 • ln<!. ar. :arne eo~ poor that th17 oannot 

r.- 1 .. thtlr tha..,. or t.>ta coat or bu1ld11'!1 anc!. tq\11~1111 a 

clU&ena able ~ Pf/1.1 .o:..ethl:'lg tor hotplu.l ,..,.at.nt, to 

ca.,. tor ~~tlnC eoat1 or a botpl'-al, prOYldtd thq f<M. .I4 
not hiiYI to Pfl7 tor ltt or1.gl:w.l oonatr.loUon end tqulpment 1 

or to Pf/1.1 annwo.l lntcret t nnd UIOrtl&a Uon on borr¢'llld 110ney, 

Tl"tuotntnt ln euoh p. hoepltd .ould, or oolll'lt, b-. a•,.Uable 

t..~~~ •. 
to .en. I'OCMn ..nd chlldren wbo UteNll7 .....,. atror4 to 

oontrlbu~e Uttle or r.otht~ ~r4 thelr tru~nt. 

on. of the l.llpor\lont lllftloul\ln 111 tuoh arue et 

.,_.
the p.-.aent t~ h Ulat 70W\I Dootore hultt.te to praothe 

cenerw.l .-dlo1lle or eurger7 ~~~ .. or thl uuer lack of 

hoepltal or l a borator y r ,.<Hlltlet. One oannot bl1.111 \he~:~. 

In euch ~ .. alto coeu of oonttruo1.lon '" 

~nt.-.111 low ltld _,..,. local •tor WI can~ \lltd, It 

h rq belief that with the a .. ltt.lu\01 or the work l~ 



Thl• u not an a11blt1ou1 proJeot. Thl• prlno1p1e 

wh tcm ere flnanoall.J' abl e to build Ulelr own hoapltall. 

health tn Ulo .. parta ot the KaU cn llhloh nee4 Ulla .c•t 

•nd can ..._... at teN 1t/, .. ~ 



~:T~>.,.lMUia~udiOO 
peruu, a)'DOro-1• or tut .. uoo to~· r•Uaa..s or 
41:!..,. out .,.ul u.. 111.\lll!G ot \ba r .... t~ .. t·• ~~otuac• 
boa ~ .. ..,. ID tba s-ta or \111 l'.o.-a or llooNMatetlus. 
J::n..- oaN ... , tbloNI'ora "loa .,..,...,uod to uoi<l p,.._ 
•tW'tpll'>ltc U IO!h 

Wl1l"U1:1 &.RL't 
5tONtlr1tO U..rNI!d.etlt 

tarqar-dal••-•ot~a~~oo.,., ..... o .. :-ua:,~:.. 1939, 
1 w:na.- rq -••m Oftr u.. IM<t•Utlu tlooot ullt ......,. U.o 
$\atn •• .. -Hb nmc .. ud ,........., .. otU. aiOia"lo to to:rs.lall Melt. 

..... ten. •1111 t.l:at ••-.o I trti.Ul'dUM tM nrort Ud ---

!!":o:.::!Q:!t::'!!: ~u"::=t .. :~~!~~!:·::·=:!f .. ~r!~ 
et.l"'tM nm,t,u.cc"'""' 

C:OIIIlltloaa<luc:tbel:l•,...r•~•rwall>nutllllr"""~ 
tod.IJ'• 'noln Ia t t1ll - f'l:lr tlla Fod.tNl &OH...,_t tO t-rtld~U 
Ia UN ... tMIIIIIC ...t lco .... llnl t~a -lt~ ..eiii'HJ' or t~a lls~!OII. 
'l"'anton,I-cla<ltot:,..tbo.t a-UtaoottbtC-"6:'11all.ual

.-d.J' "'""' • ..... r~l "'""'" or bMh~ Uahlatloa. I~ I a &"/ bo~ tbot 
a..cll nw.rwtllbacoou .. lltd. aethalrd\U'IIIfo t bo r"""' untoa, lOOk· 
1111 t-r<l contt ru<:UYI actloa n tht HJt , 1 ban u~.-1 •~• l~tt,... 

~~"'-.;,.~:!:\~~~=•~ coordtnHa Htollth nllll .. lt,,.. ACU1'1tlu 

Ja ord<tr tbot at lMa< 0 "--!MI' aar ba •h I - ; ropOoa 
!'or tba eooath"'tlon or tl•• oo,. .. ., o r~ ... Nr <II• co .. n....cUcCI or 
-n t-.oopttllla 111 -r , .... , or tl&a oooau7 , nra·tlllr 111 n~rol 
"""'• 110\- ;..,<rUM atu. ~-. Ho.,.hoJ.• '" u-tt•l .. 
!*711D10UiaiiYIIIA.-oltrll-leoi .. rYIOI ~Otbar""PlOo to-IIJ' 
, .... , P"M"-' ""'~!tal r..eUIUII '" u-n --aohtan~ . 'not .on 
al-1.117 _,_\II •1<11 Ot'l DOt llll"' .,. 

'nil prodaloo:. or -~UolO to Uo• ,,...... lO -tlldl I Nta~ 

:!eu"~!!' ,.~::., ':!!!!~:-_:•:_;::;•:;. "~!"::! .. eo:::~u ... 
11111 •• bllaj:lllh lllc<lld H...., the adotiUo•ll'""pO" or ~:o•tdi-"C 
lal>orau,.,. .,..l otllor u_.atto ruutu .. ror tla - or loeal 
p~u>atelau , •• .. u u •• _.uou ror loool llooaltll <l•;.n.t .. u . 

':'boo prop0- -~u•l• IIIO!ild 1>a t-uth oolr _,... tbar '" 
_,Hadad; U..7 lll0111d ll<>t l>t OOUl l'll:tad II n•u,~~Hial - .... 
t111111e or ~ri'Wtltt t u tltuUOIII ll"'t dl'ftd.J •nllal>lt to tba p..,~le 111 
fllt4ot ""\"'lUll it tb•M IOIIUtut\O ... al"'tliOtup totl>tllll)>oot 
uaailflr<ll • TO htllr• prc~r looo.Uoo •1111 £0C~ atnlldlll'lll or oporo.tlc11 , 
o~pro•\1 or holfltlll ooDn......,u~n projaota a~~ould be 11• .., tor tba 
Sv.rpo110au"'l or t bloi'1#:1Uol""'ltb&au1M, wtta 1111 • doleaoraD 
ot•lt.or)' oou,~~cll cOIIIUtiO& or auut:•11•U' .,.,!.led 111d aelanUtlc 
o utbcrltlflal>ol"'l11>"r\ 111•ttau l"'latl"' tllhooplttl mDoiOtllor 

~u. batH~""""'"· 



~roJ•to ,..,..,.,. tu eo ... tu .. u o• ot""'" M .... tuM 
..,. N.poAot-.h ,.-ouc ... u ,.rutu oM ~u IM1~ ..... ....,. 
that ~to •IAit- "111M pro.,ld.M. """."""'or proJKto 
.Mill4 1>o p~d. ..,. t oNI\\l ..,.,..,. or uhUIIC l ocol borplltl 
fo~llHiu ... -"•· Stud.tnlo for u patullto. ourr . tad. CCI>
tl~ul"' oporotiOA 111\ould. lot tt"bllohoo4 b7 u .. "'rpoa Gea .. tl, 
w1ththt t4rluotll"'•d•loo'7eoW>ell. J.ao.tuthoopltol 
tl&!t ....S. u.lhtu lo'7 tltad.trJ.t o f .. rnu olloutd. be N~ulro4, 
IDIIllllliiDC•••I.ioal. tlarlloal, .. 4-UriiiiT .. nleo. 'lb.tolll41CIIt0<!.. 
epocl•l prowlllo .. thooU4"N-.rortllol....,.oott~o tuNreu.l....., . 

l t_U ... Oflbolov.\ll,tllolpNtODI..,..U .. o4tfortbectNOf 
Jorrope.ll .. lo ohollldtlMM•I· 

I ...... \ IMI tho .. llo.plltlt M tl~lo, fiUICUo-1 
11\NCIUNo. utllhi"C IM....,th• •ttrl.o.l.o aa4 ao.._.tnacUoa 
•tl•o4o . ftle tuiHUu of lht rtoM ... l Vtrlro ...,.UT .a.o.td to. 
t tlltoe41DIIIeplo.a&I"C .... 01KOIUCtof l lloho"'tiOlpro,..,IO. 
f lllo to U•u• tuii~Utu ohco.IU to. b;ol" "07 tile fMtral a.o.otn
.. ,.,, llut ...... u oo """14M a lout n ... ..cttl N tptotlbllllT· 

I re-d to tM Coocr••• t lw.t •ntl>1101C hclot~uo .. 
torthhpNc.....,N •oa•to4oDd. t Mto """ot'kt ,..,.,.., , eoo ,ooo 
""d$lO,OOO,OOOM..,proprt•U4to t MJI'IIbllcl'toltb knl et t o 
1.,.\ICI&rOU ~~ .. ,~,.....,ri"CIM Dtn ftooal,-or, 

1 a. colltt .. at tllot '"" tbh 1\ll!.ttd. ~nut.,. vtll 
brll!lll "''htaatto.l Ntllrot hH.t ' ' "''J:Cofll"•· rthlobUIItllo• 
ot .... rltort • ..-itoocr ... MIM&ltl:.-•~orotthoptoplt. 

ftlo ~tllo• h..,, • n.-•1 of • Mlto 'lor1<t pro
,,.. •t-"""ClC u,. Mlhod .r cr-tt t. .td. on,..,.... "hleb I"'" 
h " '""' on ,... ... tO poor 111111 ,,..,. u.o.oot rtht their tllon ot 
ItA ccat ofkUdlllti ... tqUippllltitM"'IIt1. Ttl I hHt..,.llltt 
-or tudl oo_..Hitt """ ti>OIItih p11"0Ho~tolrltt4 c llt .. ao """ 
.,.,., , """' oao""' clthtao tbh to ~ to• th\1!111 for lloopUol 
H M t - n t , to .,..,. tor operoth'll coat. of a Nuplt ol, prt~•l4td. tht7 
4ocotl\t•t to,..,.,ru ltoorlctMlconttru<~tton otl4t(julpMat,or 

to p&T~Iottntt ..,.. .... rll•otlooooborrovt4ll0017·!'••t
.,.,., IA.,.dl obo,.hol,...ul4. ofCOIIrot , Mo...,llobltto •a • 
..... ., ...s cbll4...., vM 1\UnllJ c... afford. 110 ooatrillott lhtlt 
orcothllltiiOVOr4tho\r i .... IMDI. 

O...ot tho t...,noull<il!ttco.ltlu\DOQChtr .... ot II• 
pNotat U• It ""' Ttii"C Doocton huhott ~ pNCIItO (ODtnl 

_.lebo or ...... .,..._..,"''"' 11tter ltok or llloqiUl u llol>
oratol7 r .... uttlu. OM ,.._, b~ 11:•. 

II! t\ldlllntl OltO COttO 0~ COMINeUOD .... iOMN.11J 

lov ...:! - lOCal •ttrllllt CNI H Utt4. H It "" 'klht that 
vll)lthtoulttanottt tht 1'orlt '"'JtcttlodtiAhtNIIOI! tho co.t 
otWil<ll~~t:"""•q~~tppiiiC thwl.4rt4 'k4hooplttl """ ~. l<tpt """'" 
to ~ttwtOD $1!10 ,000 &ad. $20() ,000. Tbh MNo tht\1 Vt 001114 \10.1114 

!ltt7 wchhotpllalt tor'kl•••"$7,:.00.000o.t141l(l,000,000. 

fhh It oot .. tMUIOUtpi'OJtet , ft.l•prl""lpl o tho\ll4 
1001 lit utt..tt4 to IO"'t,_.,, ,ttlt 1.0 oo ... uttt wlolell ••• !ia· 
aDCiallJra'l•toba!Utholr(IIIIOhoiiJII\alo. 11 h• •••l•at 
Ia lht MMt tltot tM lt.liOD will plzt ...... u;H"rltiOCO ..,. wole"t'<~ 

lllf."'elooproJoct . 

J.\ tllot"'71tutll wtll•••lbtt ... l~ro'l'thllollh 

!~ ~:::.ptrtt or tho klloo wl!lell .....t. thlt • •t ... co- t ! fo"" 
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