


IHrORI.!.\1. , ~JU.NJOOS JU:.!AJU3 t:l THI PRI:JIIe."l' 
t o t M Rllpr .. ent atiTea or llll.tloul ctrtc Drpn1uttou 

'lltlo Md been dele~J~ted to utead a contanDce 
calla4 by IUu Hantet nltott, m•ber or th 

M'fieory C~aaton tor tha COWlcll or Natlonal Dire .. , 
to dtseuaa COilti\IMr Probl ... 

lx.aouun ott1eaa or tba White Uouae, 
Augus t 2, 1940, 12 r:. 

'!HE l'RESIII:2Pl': I t 1e a .. tull:t niea t.o •e JOU . I wf.eb I bad u .. to alt 

d018l and diaeusa t.hinp wt.t.b J'OU . 

IliaD I lla.rd theot IUaa Elliot t woa go11l8 to au you to c0111e 

hera , rapraaeutl~~g a greet UQJ YeTy ill):ortant group a aD4 or gan-

1u.tlona, I Sllld t.o her t hat I wou ld Ut:a to ••t you, to Mil you 

plotura of ·~ of t.be probl- that - MoTa bed to hce. 

I do Dot baTe to go tnt.o tba dane-ra of tbe Pl'llMDt tnUT-

natlonal a1tuat1on bocauae I know you all r ee.Uu. tt••· I • 

•1Ddad or an occallon ebout • year and • couple ot aoatba aao 

wben I Md dow the l'oretgv. Rllatlona C'-itt.ea ot the IUUt ur 

~ptly twisted out or all ... blanc• to what I ad4. I .. u tbe 

e:dstenca ot c;artain natloaa , tbelr oontlnue4 a:ll:istenca, --and I 

- nttoned J'tnland, 9wedaD, Norway and Dllll:lllrk and t ha Balkan (BelUe) 

States , 111tb Holland a.nd Belsi,. and Franca -- t.hatr eoDUnuad 

a:dat anea -• a '1&.1'7 i&port&n't tac;t \0 tba eoat1nued Mtat:r of t.be 

tbllt I aa.td t.bat Ollr tronUar -• OG tba RbtDa, with tbe CODJIOtaUon 

that .. would pro11ptly sed t wo or tb.rH lllillion Merlo.:~ b07a to 

t he line , wbtcb ••• · of course, Ml'lll y a poUUciiLl. e ffort on t ba1r 

pa.rt t o aiareprasallt . Hut t t waa partactly t.rua thet. the cont.inued 
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•~t.u.nce ot tblee tlldapenoant. u.Uoaa of Dlrope •• a ~1'1. or cau

dafanH, 1114 aa they ne.'l'l gradually cUaappe&rod, U hiiU Mlttt, un

rortunuely, t.hn d l ctator ahlpl and asgreeotona n&•e eo:r.e oloaer to 

us end nobody CIII. hll 'ldlat the Mntallty or lle.z.U. an4 hed• will 

uJ;ti-.tely ••o to u.s. 

Joron people .. re 1'1ry a.~ - - _, AMrteaca nr. 11wtuUy •U& 

a y .. r a,o. n.y .Ud, "We be1'1 thrM thou8&Ild. •11•• ot -·· ot 

do knoa tMt three thou-.nd 111111 or oceat. h11r1 11 ollly fourteen 

hwu:.l'Cid 111111 a lttt.la lonr cown, ott t.bl coe.et or BnozU. Al:ld a 

ltOOCI .aD)' ptO~le -re atar\le4 wben I Mid tbet plAwta t~ lote:dco 

Cotll.4 C.UM I <ltlrti\D IIIAOO.IIt of ~ i.D Olalla, Sl . Lou.11 &lid 

Kana .. Cl\.y, and tt'•t. proMbly th~t IICtion of the lli!ldle 'Ill\ 

would be IliON dan~roua to Uwe ln, in caae or attaeka, thazl D,n;eheaa 

-cte war, people r-.llze that it 11 no1. a ceu of partial de:ea e , lt 

la a c.~~ae or tO'tt.l I'AflllllH, and t.ll.-.t r.-na enrybody 1 tblo coWJ.try, 

ot f1tt1ns tb• to, you cannot do it after .ar brMU out . 

I eald t o t.M ne11"8pa~:r"'lln th1 1 r:ornit:S ~t tbere h one l•u011 

peopl• nee4•d , You hac! 111 ·~of fow- 111l lll o11 maD. 1U1rted in 1917. 

'J'a rN.t tb• together with perfectly terr1t1c ertol"\ 01:1 th part or tbe 

countey, 111.tbou.t • cln&l- anack oa tb.e tlnited State• dur1D.& tr. tblr-

wasn' t a f.NII. th"Sd l.a tb t1nlt•c! M•te• •gslut WI diU'lftl tb.e.t whola 

perloc! . In ot ber IIIOr~s. . •• w•re comp~etelJ and tullJ pr ot•cted ror 



ot.Mr &lela . ~ow, that doaa DOt ottao. happao. . !'hat •• a '~'•rr 

luclcy tactanG ,.edlG o.ot p.lt our~aalntotheec\1onunt11 the 

h.enty• M1'o11Dtb dey ot Uly, 1918, altho"~¢ •• ll.aG gone t o war on the 

aht ll d.!Q' ot A.'l1r11, 1917. !low, t.lul.t -• not happe11 . .l'hl.t 1;a1 

ot the CCIWitry end .. t..1'e sot to rr.~re . 

so, i11ataed ot got~ t o tbe CozrcnN tbl1 year BDC!. trylDf. to 

get new l e61a let1on, we 1oo~1d up the old a t u ute ot 1917 thn 

allO'Io·.a Ul t o t)Ut t oget her an A.C1'11ory Coam11181on on defenM. i'lell, 

when • ca. Gown to a, w tried to oo·ur all ot t.he e l -.nta ot 

l.a;;r~eu Ute, becau .. troet ts ao.ot.Mr ~ ot •yl ac total 4ei'III11B, 

and l111t.Nd ot putting in juat 01'18 l nduatrlaUat or t1unc1ar a t. t U 

hMd ot t.Ma t binl, • tried to p t her all t bt ca::ponent pa.rta ot 

Anertcan lt ta tl:e.t weN~ euentUl to \ieteJ;se. And, 1r ,ou will go Oo1oll 

t he lilt, you will kllOW wlat I di d . J.:.r. tChud1en 11ent 1:1 there because 

M .-.a • Yer·y great. eJid "~r'f aucceaat\il t114uttrta l1at in turD.1D6 out 

the tirllehed arUc lea . 'Ibee ,.. bad to th1D.il: abocrt U. procurcent 

ot all ot \.be raw • t ertala ud n put -.r . .;:~tettlnlua l!Oto tbllt plAce. 

Then we blld to til ink •~t t ran1por tet1on a lid .,. put h. Bt.lpl:l Budd . 

But that diG not co.,er all ot Al:lertcan ure. "' had t o Na~e:aber a 

101. ot otMr t.bln&a a nd one ot tb.e ia(.Or t ant t llln@;a wa1 t.be r e1et1on

ah1p ot th1a lo.c!uatrial pro~ to ap-lcllltu.re . 'lie put Cheater Dnla 

111 tMre; t. •• D•d of the h :rw. Bo&rd . ADd then ,.. had tllia flllll

tton ot pre•ent1nt: • ephtl In ,rrlcea -- Lo. COate . sc.e ot u wUl 

~•bef' to. 1917 the price tb.at thlnp went to , of raw Mteriall, 

bade Pf'lc•• ot wheet 8II4 eor n ADd cotto11 and N bber, e t cete:ra a nd 

ao oo. . ADd ae taat a1 our raw •tertale roee in J'!l'ice , t be11 the 
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workera ot tho country, obrtouBly, add, "Tbe con or lhl iJi: has 

so• up a11.d I b.a'l'o cot ~o ha,., .oro ~aC:aey . " Then, or courao, ·u1 had 

1.0 pe.7 hiE;ber wapa and wbeo we pUd b1¢e:r w&pl , 1l put \be oon 

or produC"Cs h1-ar. n ._, tb1a •now rou do, natr you a •t• eort 

ot tbloe; . SO ft put Leo11 H~dar.oD 011 tbat. TM.t •• oa tho quutloll 

or uk11l8 tbe row IIIO.teriala . 

'l'beu" sot to tb1clt1ng abou.t ~ poclcetbooka or peoph , tn 

otb~ wordti the co~a,..r eACI, aad I aaad J.Ohs Elllott to tate that 

our. It h a ur:r1bl7 1111;:.ort&Dt job, to ... that tb.l p«~plo 1D lhh 

country pey fair prlcee tar tho thlllg• tnat they have t o M.•o, the 

IIICIIOUOill oC Ute. 

Well, tbu -.. dla bog11111.111C or W.ae Jtlltou, but. tbon a narted 

1:0 otn'lr' a lot or octa.r .ubJocu. we bad the J!l'oble or houalog ror 

theM new plents and abo aod Sldnt~J Hlll.J:Iul 011 Uw lobor end haTe boon 

working on tllo probl• of houolft8 .. tllat ~ID now pliWhl .. re atorttd 

tbono would bolo a4,.qlolllte plaeou tor tbl r.tliea or t!wl woro:era to 111'1 

tn , Tbat l:cediat.ty brou&lt up otbtr thlD&S, auch aa e4u.u.Uoa, alld 

l r-=-.bered in~- tlorl4 Je.r there we.e a lo~ ot peorle troa all arou.n4 

Coo..necUeut and the Hucleon R11'er 1'alley wbo •nt 01'er to Bl'iclpport 

with tbelr r-!Uea. brldgtlport .. e a nice little CUJ at tJ:.at tl-, 

about nny to e1n1 tllou.N.lll! people, .tth euoust:t eehoole, b.lt W.n 

th8J ra1aed the pop.l.laUon to 200,000, tb.er. 1Hil"aal. 0~ en~ achoola 

tor tboee children to ;o tc. Tuo ne:rt ntns tM.t rat1ed. •• the 411111•· 

t:lon or "alth •• there weren't enousb hoep1Ule cr oootore tor thie 

•• Br14soport ri~h (bur tt.ee tba pop&laUon 1t t.-4 bator. . You. h.aq 

H 1'1Nl e:lllllplel. So l ee !lUO'tt bile u.Jidertaken th!l •• elld add1 · 

tloMJ. -.;~rk wi t h kr. HillMen end ~b.• other people on \bot ~leeton , 



c~\Cy tn th11 big deten .. PI"'&"JJI• 

t.ow, \CUre are car\eln ot be1' thtaga t._t ..-e , tl'an.c:lr , baYe not 

had u .. tn uw lut r- IMliDtbe \Co en \Co . I baYe ouue a r- cov.alu 

O't'lr 111 .tl:ngl.and, Amlrtcao p r h 'ldJo -rr1a4 ~Uihaell. Mal l , one 

queaUon lllliiS bQW tilly end their ohH~n tit lr.to t ha picture . Saae 

re"..atered nurau, ICI 'Cbly went into precUcl.l DUHllll • .>cDI or tbea 

nn\C into -.bulance IIOl'lt . .-l<DI •eDt lt:to t.ha air aJ..uw; «T•t• wort:, 

plot~• t n t he11' oltl c-.nltlea. !;ow, • haY• not ~t to tllat yet but , 

•• tiJM soe• on, o: C<JIU'M the tlrat thtaa ~ doh to 01'4er all .ir.1nda 

lons t U. ~get th• dellnred and , wtr.an they ere C.eliYer.d , we r ... Ye to 

biYI orp.nited t:4tl end •CI:II.D po11er to aea thti.t the t.,l~ olicd , that 

they tit into thl Ofl1'1.tlD6 J:iCtiU'I . 

AI I aay, - baYO DO\ got to t . .at end of tt..\C VI w.i<:;bt call b._ 

out that part ot tha rrog:l'llnl e lthoua·• 1t cou eeefl aa t hoYgh \Cnere h 

a ftOOd 411..!. ot delay . I set e lot or htter111 rroca all OYer tbl COII.Dtry, 

heoD It tb.te onl.J' t"MJ •ontlu, eo 1t JuU •ill boer wltb Liu Elliott 

and IQ'Hlt 1 litt le lone-r, .. 1dll do IOMt blng that 11 fll rl:r pre.ct.l-

C-.1 and 1dll £11'1 enryboJ:r I cJc.b.l t O fi t 1llt0 ill P"Ctloal l.7 Ulr)' 

o-.mtt7 to tbe t."'ltted State111 . 



down hen. I- &?precl e tha o t 1\ u4 •• era p nhs \ he tiMet 

klnd ot coopereUon ttoat I ba,.a aTer aeec in thi a country in t~ 

ot ~ace . It la •"tully eaor 111. u .. ot ~to ha,., .,.,rybody come 

tor.rd &Dd '!'OluntNr but it h a aore d1tt1cult t bJD& to p t J*)ple 

to oc.a to~rd aDd <tOlw:ther aD.d worit" aD.4 si,.. t bdr u .. a.D.4 labor 

in pMcat~•. juu oa the ott cb&Ata thlol .. M7 sat ai.Ucll:ad in tile 

tuture . 

It l.a •ine to aee you end I u 'l'ery grat eful t o )'.:AI • 



n:r'QULAL , JXTI:!i'QR:.l'UllJS RU~'.IU:S OP' no;: PR!:llD!l;T 
to tte •epre~tt~ntatl1'ee of l:e.Uoneol CIYiC Ore;enh .. tlona 

who~ been cl.elege.ted to ettencl. • Cont.erec~ee 

eeUed by L:1 .. PJ.rrlet Elllon, ul!lber or the 
A4'flaory Coc:N .. lon tor the Counell or ~:e.tlonal Defeclae, 

to dlaeuee ConiNJIIer Problca 
!:Xeeuuwe Ctrteee or the llhtt. Pouee, Aue"u•t .2, 1940, 12 ll. 

p h 1e uwtully nice to see you . I wte~ I hucl. time to elt down and 

Uhen I '-rd t tbt rt.a !lllotl •• f!01nr to .. It you to CO!'J!I 

tuucna, I aald to ~er ttat I .aulcl. llka to ~et you , to -

you before your neettn.,, lind tc f"lTe you n Yery brto r e o4 lllm-

o.ri:r:ed pic ture of 110t:e or the problece thtl t we have had to 

I C:c not ta<re to to !!'Ito t•e dengere of the preHnt inter-

m1nde4 of on oceoet on ubout o year c.nd u oouple of 11t0ntha oeo 

whon I haC down the Pcre1£n RelotionJJ Co=l ttee of the 1' 111 tary 

Arrc tra Cormittee or the Senate untl I Dde e a tllttl'lont w~tch 

•• JlrC*Iptly t w1ated out or ell ••blanca to wJ::e.t I ald . I 

and I nentio:~oed JI'1Dland., Swoe~Sen, Ncr-y and Demark end the Balbu! 

(Bill tie) Ste.tea, wt.th lfclland one!. 8elg1-. and Fl'llnce -- t!ielr 

continued eZ1a tence - • 1 Yory I:!J.portant ro.c~o the cmttnued 

safety of the Vnlted Stetee. The)' pr~pt.ly trle4 to mhquote 



-·-
that emd u.lleEttd thet I Hid UICit our frontier Mil on the Rhine , 

with the connotation thllt •• would J'ret:.ptly sand two or thT" 

QUUon ..,._rlceo boye to the U~te, wtlleh -•, or eouree, aert~ly 

• rollt1e•l arrort on their ptart to nhrepreeent. !lut u. •• 

ptrf'eetly true tbl!.t tl:o eont1nuet/ntttence of t~•• trulependent 

not tone of !urope waa .. pllrt or our d.ef'enee, nnd ee they httYe 

t;rtldUClll)' dhtippearell , 1t lute II'ICMt, unf'ortunotely, thut Hctntor-

or courto we !.eve leerned un awt'ul lot e tnee then, 11.11 or ue, und 

we do know tt-.. t three thouiUll\d ~~:Ilea or oeec.n her. h only rcurteen 

tln4 Kl.nMI City, und that probebly tlult aeetlon or the l'iddle 

Dutcheee CoUDtJ , t:,y . So we have been def'l!lttely prepertne; and, 

~ceuee or tiMI -r, people rC!fi.Ui a t~t tt 11 not a caM of Mr-

81'8T)'b0dy lb the eountcy, th-r f'1t in .omellf.!ert~J end, urUeee you 

do tl<le prepo.retion beforeht~nd or rttung thee tn, you c41nnot do 

11. 11rt•r w11.r breuka out . 
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etarted. in Ull?. l'le put then toeett1er wttb pt~rfeet.ly terrific 

etrort on the pert or the ~ountry, wHhout e. 111ns1e lltt•ock on 

-were putttne tbllt IIITI)' tor-ether . There wasn ' t 11. ~'I fired 

in thot t..'nl ted Stu tee •Dt-1:1et ue c!url~ that wt.ole period , In 

other wol'!ls, "' .. ,.. cce.plltelr e!ld !\ally o!"'teeted. tor tblr· 

teen end e haalf D)athl by ti"A fle'Ople w'lo were ~I"£ •r on the 

lucky !bet liiUl "' 414 not. fll,lt cur IUT"..i~ta Into t~ o.ctlon unttl 

the t~ty-seventh day ot !~y. l'i18, althoueh we hac! pone to 

we.r on the sixth du:r of AprH, l\117 . !:ow, Ulet c!oee not h~tpp.en. 

'l'!w.t Wtl.l nerely luct. TheTetore we hu1'e rot to thl:~k In ti1'1DI 

ot the deteoee or the eoubt.ey Wld we !-bve got to PNIO*r e . 
SO, 

/l1nt-d or rolne to the COIJ&rllle tb.is yeeo.r 11.nd tryll'lp; to 

~t 11111• lllgbl.etion, .,. looked up th~ old statute or 1917 the.\ 

lin &llowtld ue to put tO£ether en Ac!:l'iaDry Co=isUon on de• 

renae . t:'ell , when we C8tle down to it, we tried to CO'I'er allot 

the els::entl ot AQ!Irican llfe, bect~ua• ttat 1s &110ther aay ot 

a.y1n£ totul der enae , ..nd ln1tee.d or put ting tn just. one indue• 

tr1al1at or tlrn>ncler Itt tho h&o.d. or tl!h thi:~g , we tried t o 

£l1Uier all the cor;ponent. partl or American Hre that wel"'' eeeen-

tl&l to derene& . J\nd, it you will @"O down the lilt, you wlll 

tnow what I did. J.!r, KnudleD -1t tn there beeau• he -• a 



ver-y f•rMt lind very eucce~etul induetrtuliet in turnlllf' out the 

ttnhhed tll'tlclee. Then we lwd to tbtnl- about the procurteent 

o:" toll of 'he ruw raterlelJand lie l)Ut lilt t:r . Stett1nlue Into 

put In Ralph BuC.d . But ti'IB.t did not cover ell ot h':llrlcen llh. 

1"'e had to rer.m~bor o lot or otl-.er thtnce and one or the lm?Ortant 

thine• we the rel"tlonshtp or t~te tndu etrtd prOfriiJ" to ae;rt-

cultun. r.e pu t Chester Dlavle In there ; 'lc ws.e he•d or the !'l'llrm 

ao&rd . And then we hllc!. thh question or p:reventtns e eptr.l tn 

p:rte.e -- in coete. ser:e of ue will ~!le:r In 191'1 the price 

the.t thine• went to, of :raw aatertale, boo.etc p:rlces or •h ... t 

and corn o.nd cotton and n~.bber , at eetena end so on . And ae 

raet ee our ruw I!Jltertals :roeo in price , then the/wo:rkeu of' U.e 

cou..'lt:ry , obviously , e..ld, "':'h'l coet or 11vl11£ hae eont'l up 8:14 I 

have sot to he.ve rxn-e mDDoy .~ Then, or eouree, we had tor-Y 

blt!':ei" -c:oe• end when we paid hiFher WG£el, n.,- It "'Ut t~e coat 

ot p:roducte hl&her. It wee thle •now you c!.o, now :rou 6on•t• aort 

of' th1na. So •• put Leon Rendereon on thu.t . TMt ne on the 

queetlonornekl!J€then~w~r~~terlll.l.e . 

'!'!len we cot to thlnkt!14' about the '>Oeketboote or peoole , 

In other -.ordlf ttl con-.r end , 8D.d I liked t:1u Fl llot.t. to 

t.ake tt-.. t ove:r . It. 1e a terribly l"l]llrtent Job, to see t'-t the , .. , 
people In thil eountry pay llilr prlce11 for t he thl!lfll the.t t~e:r 

h""' to hove , the necee1hieeor ure. 
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l'foll, that ..,, tho~ beginning or l'he Elliott, but then ebe 

ncu-ted to coyer a lot otothereubjecta. l'ehad tt1e problcor 

houd~ tor tbeae nn plenu eM ehe end Stdn"f R1llrsn on tho!! 

labor eDC! haYe bMD ~rklnt; OQ the probl• o!" houttnc 10 t.Mt 

11111 rutUea or the worhra to 11ve in. That 1medletdy broue;bt 

up other t.hlnga , euch a.a edueulon, und I rernembere4 ln the "orld 

Brldpport ••• a D.iee little clty at that U~, about tift)' to 

ch114ren to go to. "nle next th1:16 thot ru1aed we.e t~e queatlon 

ot heliltb ~- t.bere weren't II'IOUf:b hoaplWls or doctora tor t1'11 a 

ao.nd .. ddt tlonal work- w1 th 1:r~ I!UlrA.n a~,d the other people on the 

Cecmtuton, /Wi th the Idee that we are e:otl!l' to protect every 

eltrlflnt In !.he ca::ar.unlty In thil bl£ defense progrq,. 

110t b.d Ull',ll tn the len r .. 1110.11tbe to r;et t.o. I ba'll quite a 

picture . saa or them went Into pr.ctteel nuratae. They did not 

hiiYII U!M to boc011:1e r.gbtere(l nur•••, 10 tbey went Into praoucal 



tHUd into the ~Uonal detenM picture tn their own c0111:1unltl"e . 

t:ow , we h•IVe not cot to that yet but, a~ tine 10111 on , or couree 

the N rst thin« to do is to order •11 tillds or plsne 1 snd mchl!lll and 

~ at ceter. , sed it is cotn, to take • lont. t1a1 to ~·t thee 

delhered and, when they are dellvered, .. hlove to he ,.. orp~~hed 

1tiUI und WD~Wn power to aee thut th"' thine click• , that they rtt 

into the operat1116 picture. 

working out thet part or the l)I'Ofnll'l ulthousl: 1 t l!oes 111111:1 as 

ir you will bear with Uhs Elliott and qaelt a little longer, 

.. will do 10Mth1~~& ths"t. 1a tatrlJ' pr.ctlcal and will j;he nery-

Ot course I think, penolll.llJ' , it 1a just grund ot you to 

con• down hare . I Ill'!! •pprectat1YI or it end we are petttnE the 

rtnest kind or cooperation t~t I ha'f'l ner seen 111 this country 

everybody corM ro~rd and Yolunteer but it. i~ a nore 41rttcult 
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th1116 to get ~ple t.o e01:>8 tonaM au4 ,.olunteer tiJid work end 

11Ta their u .. and labor in p<Nocet.Snt, ju.et on the ott chlll:lce 

that •• oay r;et a\t.acke4 in the tuti.U"'. 

It 111 fine to aee you and I 111'1 v11ry £r'tltfltul to you. 
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