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SPEECH BY 1'HE PRESIDEJI'T 

GREAT BKOKY MOUNTAIN DEDICATI ON 

LABOR DJ.T 

1 g 4 0 

v • • 
Here in. the Great Smot1ae, we meet today to dedioa.te 

.American people. We a.re l1v1ng under govern.menta which a.re 

proving their devotion to Ifa.tion&l Parke. The Governora of 

Horth oa.rol1na and. of or.nneuee b.ave greatly helped. u e , end 

the Beoretuy of the Interior baa toda.y read.y for c1ed1cat1on. 

two JW>re Parke - - Itnge Canyon in California and the Olyzapic 

liational Park in the State of Washington -- e.nd. eoon, I hope, 

will have a third, the Big Bend. Pa.rk in Texae . 

There &re treee here that etood before our forefathers 

came to thh continent; there are brooks that et1ll run as 

clear aa on the day the first pioneer cupped bh hand and. 

drank fro• them. In this Pa.rk, we shall oonaern the pine, 

the red.-bud., the dogwood, the azalea, the rbod.o4end.ron, the 

trout and. the thrueh for the happineu of the American people . 
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'ft\e old frontier, that put the bard fibre in the 

Allier lean epiri t and the long IIIU8olee on the Amerlc&.n back, 

livee and will live in then untued mounta.lna to ghe 

future generations a unae of the land from which their 

forefathers hewed their homtn. 

'!be hewing wa.a bard, The dangers were m&nJ. Tbe 

rltle could never be far fros the ue. The pioneers etood 

on their own teet, ehot their own game and fought off their 

own enemies. In t1me of accident or rlliefortune, they 

helped each other. In time of Indian attack, they stood 

by each other. 

Today we no longer f&ee Indiane an:1 hard and lonely 

etruggl .. ..-lth nature - and
1

aleo
1
-- we haYII grown eo!t in 

many waye. 

If we a.re to eurvive, we cannot be eoft in a world 

in which there are danger~ that threaten .Americana -

da.ngen far more dead.ly than were thou the frontier1men 

bad to face . 
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The e&rth baa btu'ln eo ahrunk by the airplane and 

the radio t hat Europe 18 oloaer to America today than wa.e 

one dde of thea e mountains to the other when the pionura 

io1led. throua:b the pr1me•al forut . Tbe arrow, the tom&hawk, 

and the ao&lping knife have been replaced by the airplane, 

t he bomb, the tank, and the lll&ohine gun. Their threat 1t 

ae close to ua today aa wa.a the threat to the front1era•en 

when boatlla Indiana nra lu:rklng on tbl!l other aida of the 

gap. 

Therefore, to meet t he threat - to ward off t hen 

dAngera -- the Congreu and I are utablhb1ng by law the 

obligation inherent in our ol thenohl p to serve ou:r forcu 

for defenaa throush trainlcg in ~~~any capaol tiea . 

It 1t not in every oaee euy or pleasant to aak 

men of the Hatton to leave thei r hOIDea and women of the 

Nation t o glwe their aen to the .. rYlce of the Jl&Uon. 

But the men an11 women of America ha:re never hel l1 bt.ck 

even when 1 t ha• mee.nt per•onal ••or1t1oe on their part 
1 

1t 1 t h 8&or1t1ce !or the oo-on good. 
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The gr oateat a.ttack that baa ever been launched 

qainat freedo• of the 1nd1Tid.ual h nearer the Amerioaa 

than 8Tflr before . To meet that attack we IIIU8t prepare 

beforehand - :tor preparing later may an4 probably would 

be too late. 

We IIIU8t p:-epare in a thoua&nd ways . Wen are not 

enough. They lllUBt have arms . They rauet learn how to uae 

thoaa arms. '!hey IIU8t have ak1lled leaden - who oruat 

be trained. New b&an .u.st b e eatablished to enable our 

flaetj to defend our ahorea , Ken and womsn muat be taught 

to create the auppllee that •a need. . And we .uat counter 

t!\e agents of the c11otatora within our country, 

Thera 11, moreover, another enemy at hom11 , That 

enesy 11 the •aM &nd petty apirit that rcocll:a at idaala, 

anean at aa.or1t1oe and pretenda the American people can 

Hve by bread alone . It the apirU of God is not in u.s , 

and if we will not prepare to gl•e all that we ba·n and 

&11 that we are to prue:rve Chr1tt1&n o1vilh&t1on 1n our 

own lan4, we aMll go to deat:ruot1on, 
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It 1a good and right tha.t we ahoUld conaerve these 

mountain heighta of the old frontier for the benefit of 

the American people, But in thh hour we haTe to aateguard 

a greater thing: the right of the people of thia country 

to liva a. free •en, OUr Yital tuk of conaerva.Uon 1a to 

pruerve the freec!om which our forefattu~re won in thia la...,d, 

a.nd the l1bert1ea which were proolai:~~ed in our Declaration 

ot Independence and embodi ed in our Oonstitutton.. 

In these centuries of .American c1v111z&t1on, greatly 

bleued by the bountiee of nature, we auoceeded in attaining 

liberty in Gonrr~~utnt and liberty of the peraon. In 'the 

prooeu , in the 11sht of pae t hhtory, we r e&liu now that 

we oomm1 tted exoeuea which we are tod&y eeeking to atone 

for. 

le used up or deatroyed IIUOh of our natural heritage 

juat because that heritage waa ao bounteous . We lluhed 

our fore•t•, we Ullld. our 1101111, we encouraged flood•, we 

over-concentr ated. our wealth, we di•reg&Tded our unemployed. -
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all of thia eo greatly that we wue brought rather aud.d.enly 

to face the faot that Wl.leee we ga.ve thought t o the livea 

of our oh1ldren and grandoh114ren, they would no longer be 

able to lhe and to ltllproYe on our NDerlcan •Y of llh . 

And ao in theae later yeara, we bave tried. ainoerely 

and honeatly to look ahead to the futuro year e . We are &t 

la.et d.ef1n1 tely engaged tn the tuk of eonuning the 

bounttea of nature, thinking in terliiS of the whole of 

nature. We are trying at leaat to attain emplo}'llent for 

all who would work and can work, and to provide a greater 

uaurance of aecur1ty throughout life for the tuny. 

rrom bard experience we ltno. th&t the proceaa h a 

long one, but moat of u.s re&lhe that 1! w& c&n continue 

our e!!orh without aerioua ntbaoka , the id.eaa of the 

American way of Ute can and will be atta.ined by working 

everlaat1ngly for the good of the whole and not for any 

one privileged. group. 
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So, from within our on bordera, liberty through 

de110oracy can, I believe, be preaerTed in future yeara -

1! we want to praaerve it. 

But there h a eecond danger -- a danger from 

w1. tbout, I bopa, for example, that one hundred years !rOIIl 

now the Great Becky National Park will .till belong in 

practice , aa well u in theory, to the people of a free 

nation, I hope 1t will not belona to the:s in theory alone 

and that in practice the ownerahip of thiS Parle will not 

be in the h&ndll of aomfl atranga kind of Government puppet 

aubjeot to an oYeruaa OYerlord. I hope the uu of it will 

not be confined to people coming hither on Government 

apeoified days and on Oovernc~ent directed toura . I hope 

the treea w1ll not be d&ugbtared by the a.xa in order 

that a Government may conduct wa.n of aggrea.ton agatnat 

othsr nations . I hope tha t roada and paths and. trails 

will at1ll be built in the eauae of the liberty of recreation, 

and. not confined. to the ulterior purpoua o! a war machine 

controlled. by an ind.ivld.ua.l or an oligarchy. 
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That there is a Clange:r f r oa, w1 thout 11 at lut 

r ecogniZed by moot of us American• , That such a d.a.nge r 

cannot longer be set with pi tchforke and squir rel r1tlee 

or even with the training or the weapons of the war of 

1917 and 1918 h equaJ.ly clear to most of us Amertoa.ns. 

It h not a change from the Ameri can way ot Ute 

to advocate or leghlat& a greater and a epeed.1er 

prep&redneu . It 1a a podtive protection to the .werican 

way of Ute . We know that in the p r oceu of preparing 

against danger we shall not have to abandon and we will 

not abandon the great socill.l improve•ents that have come 

to the Nnerica.n people in these later years. We need 

not ewap the gain of better living lor the gain of better 

defenoe , I propose to r etain the one and ~~~ other . 

But to conserve our libertiee 'Ifill not be euy, 

Tbe task will r equire the united efforts of ua all . U 

will require aaori!ioes from ua all. 
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The pioneer. survived by fighting their own !lght 

and by etanc11ng together aa one rD&n in t he face of da.nger. 

It we, their deaoend&nts, are to meet the da.ni;era that 

threaten ue, we too MUSt be ready to fight our own tight: 

and 1tand together as one man. In houre of peril the 

frontieremen, whatever their pereonal likes and dilliltu, 

whatever their peraonal d.ifferenoee of opinion, gathered 

together in absolute unity for defense. We, in thh hour, 

must have abeolute national unl ty !or total de!enae. 

What shall we be defending? The good earth of this 

land, our homes, our families - and fa.r !!lOre . we eha.ll 

be de!enc11t'8 a way of life which baa gh'en more freedom to 

the eoul and body of man than ever baa bee n r aaJ.hec1 in 

the woTld before, a way of life that has let men ecale 

whatner heights they could ecale without hurting their 

tellowe, a way of llfe that haa let •en hold up their 

head• and &dtlllt no raaster but Ood. , 
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That way of U t e 1a menaced. we can mee t the threat. 

,.,,ft: ~~:,~r. 
We can meet 1t a the old frontier -.;, We can forge our 

weapona , train oura elYee to ahoot , meat fi r e with fire , 

and. with the courage and the unity of the !rontien=en. 

It h our pride that in our country men are free 

to differ with each other and with their government, and 

to follow their own thoughta and expreu them. We bellen 

that the only whole m&n is a free man . And we bel1eYe 

that in the face of danger, the old eplrit of the 

tront1er1men which 1s in our blood, will give ua the 

courage and unity that we IIWit have. 

We need that spirit in thh hour. We need. a 

conviction, felt deep in ue all , that ther e are no 

dlvialona among ue. we are all mar:~bera of the aa~~a body. 

We e.r~ all .werlcans. 



G 
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'!he wtnda th&t blow through the wtde aky 1n these 

mountain& - the wind• that aweep from Ce.nada to lleXico, 

froo the Pacific to the Atlantic -- bave aJ.wa.ya blown on 

free men. 1'/'e are free today , If we ;loin togethar now-

c:en, women and children -- and face the co~~~~r.on menace ae 

a. united people, we shall be frefl tomorrow. 

To the free peopla of Al!lerica, I dedicate this 

Park . 



Allt:RESS OF THE PRESIDEII"l' 
O.lhere4 at N...toun\1. Gap in c:onneoUon with tba 

Ded.icaUOD of t ta Great Snelr;;y JlOUllta1na 1:at1C~M~l Pllrll: 

rolll1ay, s.s.t•ber 2, lkO, • • oo P.u •• e.s.T • 

.;1~ ICK!:S. ~ICR HOE! . OC'I'II:f!1l'R COOPER J.!:D out Mt!CfiBCR, 

Cl<lVUU:oR J~YBA!X OJ' 50111'11 CAROLINA AND ~rt' JRI!t:OO ~ ALL THE 

I haTe lhtenec!. with a ttenUon and gre-.t inteHit to t he 

that OoTarnor Coo!l!r toll!. ua about but he teiled. to menti on the 

hundnda of tbouMn4a or ail!o l ee or h~n antm.la t hl.t oc.e to thh 

~-

L!!!:.!!:. to dedicate tt.eae DOW:Itaina , !M, atr.-a., and tor1s11, !h! 

thouM.n(!Ja of tht~~~~, to the a&r"f1ee of' the~ Anlrtcan people . 

111 are lh'in,g under co•ernt:ente (llb ich) !!!!!. •re pro•ln& their d.uo

tloD to l~at1onal Parka. The OoTarnora or t>ortb Carolina IA4 or 

Teno.••- bua P'l6tl7 helped ue, .nd tbe Sac:ratary of the Interior 

11 ao aottu tlat 111 baa today rl6d.y tor dl41cet1on (two marl) !. 

n~W~ber of other National Pl.rkl -- .!.ll!. Xin&l Ce.nyon in c.l1torn11 

an\!. the OJ.J-pic l:e:.ti-.1. Pw.rll: i n the Stata or W..llb1n&t011 , the I 8l• 

R071la up 1 D laebif!!D 1114 , OUl" hiH tbl Cl'llt CaTITII Of 'l'aiiDI .... --

and aooc , I hope , !!,!. will baTe another oa.a tor ue to dedioUa (a 

t h ird.), the B1e: Band. Fark a•r dOim 111. Texae, close to the l:a:dcll.ll. 

lle· 
!!!_, ttAira IJ'I trMI, !!!!!. bare t'-t atood before our 

roratather a ~ ca.at to tbJa continent; tt.ra ara brookl t bat attll 

run aa cllll" aa on the U7 the t1ra t pi~ cupped hh hand. and 



J'ranUtn ti, 1'-;:~o.ewel\ LlbTarr 

.hie h a t1'1!l".eertp' !<&de bJ tbe naue 
ttoute 1\anop-a r • ·· • ble •b rthand 
notae tallen at the • • the e.,e"b Y&t 

aa4e. CnderlJn.. 141 t,·u•~ .. :!• 
ut-.poran •tya ,..A 13 ~~ J,.•"t"lnrr 
prtopaY•d r n . J.-7 1·. t·:~~ !n 
Jlllr«ltM•u nn •or.t. 1 • re oat t ~•d 
•hentbeopa •·r,tll;eh 
tba,. aw 1, toe PHY101.11 .. J ~pe:K 
rtllt 'PJ I 
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pial, the red-bud, the 4~, the eulM, !2! the rhododlndrcl:l, 

•• lb&ll coaellrt'e tbe trot.~t and Uoe tb.ru~ tor the ha9plneu or the 

~rle&D J*~PU. 

The old trontter, the.t put the hal"<' t'\b~e ln tM A.erican 

"Pll'lt 11114 tb.e lOll& ~ueclee 011 tbe Allllrloan kck, ~~~ 

Uwee an4 w1ll lhe 111 t~•• UJI~d aouatelne to ch'e ~ tuture 

&"Mreuoaa a 1111" or the l.a.Dd rrca •blcll tb.ell' torefatbere b.....S. 

their bcaee. 

{'nle) !!!!l bnl~ wu M.rd. The 4e.Deers ore -.ny . Tbe 

rltll oou.ld ni!IYel' be tar trca the ue. Tbe pl onsere etoo4 on their 

o.~~ fMt., ~ Clot thell' o.m ~ and !!!!%. tout11t orr their o.n 

·~••· la tS.. of ecddellt or !dlfortune, tb.,. ~lped eecb. otb.er, 

!!!!!, ln tllM of Indian att lck, they etoo4 by uch other. 

Today u no lOIJ61r face IndiU11 aDd hard and lDMlJ etrug

&].11 wttb. nature -- (and) ~abo-- ~ ... b&Ye &l"'W11. .ott u 

~..,. .. 
It MDI to ltl that 1!' WI ll'l to IIU"'t'i'll , .. CIIMOt bl 

aott ln • world 111 •bleb tiMore ere Gane-rt that t h:ree.ten A=ertce.u -

cSaactr• te.r AOre deadly than •en tho•• !!!!,!. tb• trontler-n had. to 

t'llce. 

n:t• .u-th, ~t_A M.11 be•n to ehl'utlk, ~IIJI.!! bJ 

the e1rplene 11n6 t !le rll41o tbat Europe 11 clo~o~~r to to~::erloe to4o.y 

tl:l.t.n -• 01:111 •1de ot th .. e ICOIUIUI.ll• to tbtl other .!!!!!_ -.t•n t.!!.e plo

neere toUed tbr<:lu4b tbe prt.n'al toren. 'nl• arrow, tbe t~wlc, 

•DA the eclllp1ng ltn1te t.••e been replaced bJ thll 111rp1u.e, thl bcmb, 

t.1'!e t.e.nll:, lind t.be machine Kllll · The1r w-.t. h •• oloae t.o u• toclay 
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lu:rklll& 011. the other eid.e of the pp. 

'tber.tore, to aeet the tb..r"t -- to .:r-4 ott theee 41l.DIIl'l -

t~• coaar••• or the t1n1U4 Statee and the Chief :!:l:.eu.t1" or the UDUed 

~ (uad I) en .. tabUabtn,g by lew the obl4;at1oa lll.bereat 1rl our 

dt.l1;enlhlp to ''"' our fOl'UI tor detene• through tr.U1tt,& 1D -~ 

c:ap~~cltlee . (ApplauHI 

!;auon to l•·n their b~aa 1.nd wca.n ot the t:atl OD to lh'l their JleD 

pa.rt it (tt h) .!l!!,l 8l'crlt1ce .!!, tor the C<a:IOD ~:oo4. 

'll'e Ml'e e~ to realh:e the cr•t<tiJt ettacll: tbt.t bee ner 

b .. n a~omcbed aplnet h'eedeut of the 1ndh"14IJI.l h nMrer the Amerlcaa 

ro:r the e1aph r-aon that pnpllrinc leur .,. ud probablJ ~uld " 

~leu. 

'I cuet prepu-1 in • tbou.-M •7•· t:.D -.re DOt. e noua;h. 

cr•t• tM eu_ppU .. thet. •• a•d. All4- INat. eoWlter, ~ 

:!02 bae 110 .. u aid, the ~u ot {the) d.lcu.ton wit..'lh our (country} 

~· {ApplluM) 



l.nd pratllnda !h!! tb Al:::ar 1ean ~ph U J I Un by br•d alona . I t 

tl:le aph•1t or Oo4 11 not 1n u1 , and it •• • i ll not pr1para to a t n 

Ill t bat wa haYI and all t hat wa ara to praaer ..-. Chr iiU ao oh1Uu 

ti011 1n our ( OWD ) laQd. , .. lhl.ll co to da1truct1on. (AP'J)lau .. ) 

It 11 cood and r ight tbAt i n an or t h .. a , that wt1 lhou.ld 

tr<IDtler tor tba ben.eti t ot t ha Amar lcan paople . But in thh hOW' 

•• ba1'1 t o .ataguard a great er thlq: the right or the peopla or thh 

preaena t b traa~ (11h1eb) !!:!.1 0\lT rorarat htlr a w011 in th11 lllnd , 

and tb4o Ubartl .. (11h1ch) .!!!!.!. wt~ra proelat.~d 111 our DaelaraUOl!. or 

IDdapandaaoa and cbodhd 1n (our) ~ eouutut1on ~ 

~· 

by tha bOUII.Uaa or natuNa , •• $1cceeded 111 att a1n1nc UbartJ t n Oo't'-

e:r !Ullent. a.Dd Ubart.y or the par.on. In tba proe .. a, 1n the Ulht ot 

paat llht.ory, •• r ... u~.~ now ttat .. ccrl:llt.\ad a:r;eeNaa llhich w ara 

Wa uaad up , (or ) !!. daatroyad ~~;uch ot 0111' nat\IJ'al harlt-ctt 

just bao.uM that harit~~.Ba ••• ao {bountaoua) ~· lfa al alhad 

our toraatl , wa Uled our ao1ll , •• ancourt.ced tlooda , w OYar- coocaD-

tno~d our -lth, -.. d 1araprded our ~loyad -- all ot thh .o 

crea.tl.1' tta\ wa ware brouaht ntbar auddhly teo taca tha hot tbat 

unlaaa we I""• tbol,lfl:ht \0 the lhat ot our cb114ran and CJ'Cidch1ldren , 

t hey would no loncar ba abla to l11'a and to 1lllpro1'a (on) ~our 

Amer ican ••Y ot Uta . {Applauaa l 

AM ao i n these later yMra, •• have t ried ai ncaralJ and 



nltely eneace 111 the te.ek or oon .. ntnc the bount1e1 or uture , 

thUk1118 in!!!!. t er:u or the -.hol e or t~llture. We ere tryll\1 et 

111.1t to att.aln ~lOJ11)8nt tor ell W!:lo would .ort and can work, and 

to prowlde 1 p-Mtar , .. U!Wlce or .-curHy throu.fthout the Ute at (tor} 

t he rantly. 

J'rc& liard experi ence we know \bet (the) !1!!.!. proceN 11 e 

l ong one , but 11101t or ue relll.lz:e "t.bn If we cen continue OIU" effort_! 

without ••rlO'JI eetbe.cke, the 1411.la or the t.:nerlc.n wey or lite can 

and will be ett.e.1nl4 by world~~& ,,..,.l .. tiD&lJ for the sood of the 

wboh aDd not tor the rood or llll3" one prhllecad group. 

~ eo , hqJ wlthla our o-n lloi'C!.Irl , U~rty throucb d-.oe

racy caa, I bellne, be PNII:"''ed 1D rut~ ,.ure -- t t -- !.....E!!! 

big •tt" -- it we •nt t o pr11ern 1 t. (Applauee} 

hope , tor ex.eaple, tbolt one hundred. 711r1 troa now the Cr11.t ~ 

NnloneJ. ~ric: will etlll bollonc h practice, 11 well ae Ia thtory, 

to t he people or a tTM net1o11. (Appleu.e) I ~pe H will not be

lone to th• Ill theocy alone and t!ll.t 111. practice the owMreblp or 

t hh Pllrk wUl not be in 'the h&ndl or _. etrlllnge kln4 or CowerrcMat 

puppet 1ubjeot to (an) "*" 11tr-.ne kind or en O"VereMe owerlor4 . I 

hope the uee of lt wUl not he contlaed to people ~ (-u,) !.!!:!. 

ne.tlone . I hope tllat r<l0l4e lln4 pttthe end tr•1l• will ltlll be bu.llt 

ln t he ceuee or the Uberty of recMatlon, aDd not confined to the 
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ulUrtor pu!';)OMI or a •r ~ehiae COI:Itrolled by an 1r.dh14Uitl or !!z. 

an oUp.Nhy. (Ap-pltluee) 

with pU.eht'orke and ~uinel rttlee (applau.,.) or rrea (1ntarrupt..d 

by appluuM) or lllHII troa tt.e !!Oint or "'" ot 1cne o r ue trno 4 14 

.aneth1n« 111. t.he World 'lu whh the tre. lnluc or the weapona or the 

we.r ot 1917 end lilS, ~is equal b ol•r to EOat or ue Amaricau . 

It 11 not a change tr~ the American way or Ute to adl'O~ 

eate o:r- hc1Wte a creater BAd • apeeoHer pr epe.red.neN. It h a 

poa1t1Ye p.roUoUon to tt.e :.Z:.rtcu •:r ot Uta. ('lfa) ~know 

tUt. in the prooeaa ot preparlq aplaat dans-r •• ahllU not b.a•a to 

ha,.. cc:m. to \ha American people 111 tbue later yeare . (Appbu .. ) 

We DHd DOt awp the p.t11 of better lh-1118 tor the pin or bett~ 

detenae . l propose (to) .!!!!!....!! retaizl t!:le Clnll Ud ((lfllnl .t:!! the 

oth.r. (Applau .. ) 

wlll require Ule united arrorta or ue au. ~ a wUl ~utre •crt-

ttc .. .!t= ua au . 

Tbll ptonaen aur'f'hed by f1&ht108 t heir 01fll t'1i:bt and by 

H r•~ \o t1 &b\ our 01m. t'1&bt a~:~d U&M top\her • • one ~. Dl. 

boun ot perU tbe tronUer~~~~t~n, wMt e't'er t be1r per.onal U kee (and) 

.2!._ dhUk••• Whateur t hlir per110n1l dittereneee ot op1otoo, p tblred 



e.ad wtll ban &biOlUW utlou.l uolty tor total deteoes . 

1fhat &hall •• ~>• d•tendlng? Th• sood earth or thh le.M, 

ov he.••· ou.r tll.kJ.U ea -- I!!• e.ad r.r llloOl'e . We ahall 1>1 d•rendl nc 

• _,. ot ur. which bas s,lnn .ore h'Mda::l t o th• soul and 1!01!17 or 

~~aA than ..,er baa liMn r MJ.IHd 111. the world before , a_,. or ur. 

tbat t.aa lat- aea..la ~tner ba1&hta tbay c0\&14 scala without 

hurtl..D& tbelr tallows , • _,. or Uta tbu he l e t un hold up tb•lr 

heads and •dlll1t no muter but Cod . (Appl ... uae ) 

That •1 or llr'• 18 me~~oaced . l'a can ~~:eat t he thH&t. "• 

can -•t 1t (ln) !:.!!l!, t~• old trontl •r (•yl ~· t'• caa torca 

th• cou.n.ce and the unity or the troatl.r-. 

I t h our pride thl.t In ou.r COU.IItry DIIID a.ra t'rN to 41frer 

wltb ea.cb other and wi th their so.,erm.ent , and to tollo• thei r own 

tbo!J&bU and exprau the . l'le belin• tbet t he 01117 whole Mn h a 

trM .,.n, kad we bel1S't'e that 1n the hce ot danger, the old eplrlt 

ot the tronller- (which) .!1!!.! 1a 1n our blood, wtll ahe 111 tbe 

couraae &Dd U.ll.lt)' tllllt •• t:Ulst ~~a., • . 

We nHd tbat ~lrlt ln thla bcur. ns aaed 1 coa.,lclloD, 

t e ll deep In ua all , th11.t t llere are DO dh'ialone among ua. l'le ere 

a u •IIbera ot tb• •- body. lii• •r• all Az:erlcanl . (ApplauM ) 

!'b• wlnh \bat blow thro\Jctl lb• wlda aiel 111. theM ..:>uat&lna --

lb• winds tbat S-p t'r<a. Canada tO l.'Uico, t..'te winds that IWHp f'rla 

tb• hcltlc to tbe A.t.l.e.ntlc -- u.,. al•7• bl011t1 on rr .. un. tr• are 

tr•• today. It .. Jola togeth•r DOW -- men _!!!! -•n aaG children -

(a..nG ) !2_ t.a• th• COIIIIIOn -DIICS aa a u.nl\14 people , WS Shall b• tree 

tc:.orrow. (Applause) 

~ to the frH people or A!Mrlca, I daGtcet• t his l"rll: . 
(A.pplauM) 
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LlBOR DAY 8PUCH -- ORU.T BMOIIZS 

Here iD t he Great Bmot1ea, we meet today t o 

decUoate theae 11ountaina , atreame, and foreet a to 

the eervioe of tbe American people. 

Tbe:re are t:reea here tbat etoocl before our 

forefather• oqe to tbia continent; there are brooke 

~· that at1ll run ae clear u the day the f1rat pioneer 

ouwed hie band and d.r&nk fro• thea. In th1A Plark, 

we ab&ll conaerve the pine , ~e red.-bud, the dogwood , 

tbe aulea, the rbododendr oa, the trout and the th:rueh 

for tbe hapP1nese of the Ameri can people. 

Tbe old frontier, ~put the bard fibre 1n 

the .AIIIerican ep1T1t and the long !llueoles on the 

.&lle:rioan back, lhea and will lin i n theiJe untamed 

11ountaine to gin fUture generati on• a eenae of tbe 

land from which their fo:rafathere hewed ~eir hocee. 

'l'be hewing waa hard. The danger& were -.ny. 

'l'be rifle could nenr be tar fro• the axe. the 

pioneer• stood on their o.m teet, ebot their own p.ae 

and fought off their own eneiDiee . I n u .. of accident 

or mil fortune, they helped each other. In time of 

Indian at tact , they atood by each other. 

In 



In th111 d&y we no longer faoe Indiana and bard 

and lonely atrugglea wU.b nature- and we ban grown 

aort in s&nJ •r•. fl!l!a,~ we are to au.n·ive, we oan 

not be aott 1n a world in which there are dangere to 

J.lllerioaoe ~ /\dia41J than were thoee the 

front iera11en bad to tao e . 

The earth baa been ao ahrunk bJ the airplane 

and the radio that Europe h clour to America todaJ 

tban wu one aide of tbeae •ountaina to the other 

when tbe pioneer• toiled throush the prt.e,..l foreu. 

The arr01r, the toeabawt, and the acalping bite have 

been replaced by the airplane, the tank, and the 

machine gun. '!'be ir threat ia u oloae to ua to dar 

•• wu the threat to the tronUeramer:t when hoatile 

Ir:tdiana were on the other aide ot the gap. 

I ban aaked the Congre .. to eatabl1ah the 

obligation to aerYe • our.__ forCe~ WhJf 

It ia not eaay or pleaaant to aalr: the 1180 of thla 

country to leave their boraea and the w0111en or tb ia 

country to give their men to the aervioe of the 

nation.~ 1a not aaay or pleasant, but it ia 

necunry. the groatut attaolr: that baa ever beaD 
"h 17Z./ ..... ~~ 

launcbK againat freedOII. ia •o...t tf -. ... , ua • ...._ 



------ _,._ t.,).,_,.;,,, 1-/ !11· 
j /) meet that attack we IBUat prepare w.l.~»te t e a M~o~..,.. 

~t- •,..,._. I 4 t· / .. ,.,I I,{ 

we •uat pre~re 1n a tbouaand waya. Men are 

not enough. 'nley a.aat ban araa. 'l"bey •uat lea:m bow 

to uu tboee ar... 'l"bey wat ha.-e ak1lled leaden-
"i'll'"'"-

who •uet be trained. 1\ Jllllaea IIUet be eatabliahed to 

enable our fleet to defend our aboree. Ken and wo.en 

' J aruat be taught to...._ the ...,.,_ tbat we need. • 

.lnd we auet counter the agenta of the dictatora within 

our country. 

There ta, aoreover, uotber enemy at ba.e. !hat 

ene•y ia tbe mean and petty aptrU that aooh at 

1deal8, aneen at eaort!ioe and pretends the Allerican 

people can lhe by bread alone. I f the word of God h 

not in ua, and 1t we will not prepare to ghe all that 

we ban and all that we are to pruern CbrtattaD 

ohUi&aUon 1n our own lan4 , •• ab&ll go to deatruouon. 

It ia goo<l and r1gb1; that we ehould oonae:ne 

tbeaa mountain helghta of tbe old frontier for the 

benefit of the American people. But 1n tbla hour we 

~ve to safeguard a greater t;b1ng: the right of tbl 

peopla of tbla oountrJ t:o 11.-e aa free •en. Our Tltal 

tut of oonaen•tton 1a to prea erTe the freed011 whlob 

our fo:re!at here won 1n tbla land, and the 11bert1ea 

wblob 



Cfl 

which ware proolai..-ed 111 our Declaration of 

Independenoe and .. bocUed. in OU;r Conat1tut1on. 

~;~--TTo;oneene .._... ' liberu .. will not be eaey. 

The taat will require the united efforts of ue &11. 

It will require aa orit1oa• from ua &11. 

The pioneer. aurThed by fighting their own 

fight and uanding together d one u.n in the face 

of d&nger. If we, their daaoendanta, are to ••a t 

the dangers tbat threaten ua, •• too •uat be ready 

to fight our 01m figbt and atand together aa one 

~''r-_') 

.an. In boura of peril the fronUeraaen, wbate't'er 

their personal lit .. and d1111.kea , wbateyer their 

pereonal differenau of opinion , gathered together in 

ablol ute unity for dafenae. 'fa, in tbia hour, •uet 

have ablolute natlor.&l unity for total da!eou. 

Wb&t all&ll we be defencHngl Tbe good earth of 

tbla 1-.nd, our boaea, our faa111ea - and tar •ora. 

We aball be defending a way of life wbiob bu ghen 

•ore freedc:a to the aoul and tlody of man tban eYer 

r~ 1n tbe 1JOrld. before, a .,.,. of Hfe that bae 
Jf (!,.~ 

let men seale trbatever beigbte ther had-tt-ift.-t:~" 

' ..sa:. aoaleh a way of lif e that baa let 11en bol d. up 

their bead.8 and admlt no u a tar but God. 

'l'h .. 



That ••1 of life la .. naoed. We oan aeet tba 

threat. We oan meet it 1.n the old frontier way. 

le can forge our weapone, train ourael•ee to aboot, 

Met fire with fire , aod. with the courage aDd the 

unity of the frontle:uaen. 

It 1a our pride that 11:1 our country aen are free 

to differ with each other and with their gonrnaent, 

and to follow their own tbcugbte and expreu them. 

we belie't'e that the on.17 whole 11&1'1 1a a free aan • 

.lnc1 we belien that in tbe face of danger, the old 

apirU of tbe frontiereaen which ia 11:1 our blood, 

will ghe ua the coure.ge and unity that we muat b&.e. 

'fe n .. d that apirlt in thta hour. We need a 

oonyiotion, fel t d&ep in ua all, tba.t there are no 

diviaion• aaong ua. le are all aembera of the , .. e 

boc17. le are al l .laerioane . 

!be wind• that blow through the wide et7 1n 

these aountalne , - the wiOOe that •weep frc. Canada 

to Mexico , fr0111 the Paoif1o t o the Atlllntlo, -- ba't'8 

alwa7a blown on free men. We are free tOday. If we 

join together now - aen, woaen &nd children, - and 

face the oc..on aenaoe ae a unttad people, •• eball be 

free toeorrow. 

To the free people of Alllflr1oa, I dedicate th1a Part. 
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Here in the Great Smokiu, we meet today to d.edioate 

Aaeric:a.n people. 

'J'here e.re tree• here that etood. before our !oref&there 

ca.me to thh continent; there are brooke that etill run u 

clear ae on the dAy the !1r1t pioneer oupped. hie hand. and 

drank froa them. In thh Park, we ehall conserve the pine, 

the red-bud, the dogwood, the azalea, the rhododendron, the 

trout e.nd the thru.h !or the bappineaa o! the .berioe.n people. 

The old frontier, that put the hard. fibre in the 

Am.erioen epiri t and the lo~ mueole• on the .American baot, 

live• a.nd will live in the•• untamed. IIIOW'l.t&lne to give 

future generation• a een .. of the land !ro111 which their 

foref&tber• bend. their ho111es . 
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The hewing wae hard. 'nle d&nger e were lll&lly , The 

rifle could never be far from the axe . The pi oneen atood 

on their own feet , ehot t heir own game and. fought of f t heir 

own ene•tu. In time of accident or aiafortune, they 

helped each other. In t1.me of Illdi an attack., they atood. 

by each o ther . 

I 
~A 4ay we no longer face Indiana and hard. and 

lf /Stl-

lonely etru.gglea wl tb nature -- and we hllve grown a oft in 
A 

many ways . 

If we ar e to emvt va , we can not be a oft in a world 

~lj"-f 
tn which there &re danger• .-. Aaertoan~: far .ore dea.cUy tb&n 'I _.,, 

were t boae the frontleramen bad to f&ee . 

The earth baa bean eo ahr unk by the airplane and the 

r a.dio that Europe h oloaer to America today t han wae one 

dde of tbeae 1110untatns to the other when the ploneera 

toiled through the prb:.eval foreat. ~e arrow, t he tomahawk, 

and the ac&lpl ng knife have been r eplaced by t he airplane. u~t.., 

the tank. and the IDII.chin.e gun. Thei r threat h as olou 

to ua today u wae the tbre&t '\o the frontiersmen when 

e.~i..:, 
host ile Indian• were ,.on tlie othe r dde of the sran. 



11. It' _,!- II 
,,/. f'( ·~ 4mi/~<AL '"' 1,/.,., 

~7 . .,... 1 ftftoora u~tbe Congre .. ..., utablhh..;' the 6bligati on 

//",.._. ,.;,: . ...,_. .-;.t'J'...r/.,;1 7-<.~ .. .<,71;./,. . -
'lO .erve our fo:rcae for d.efenae in ~ cap&ciW ae. ""''fif;l>, 

A ~ ~ 

v 

It 1hno eaay or pleaee.nt t aet the '"1 of thh 

f, ~ ~ \~ry to leav tho1r homeo and t • women of 7'' country 

to give tbei •en to the aervio of the nation .. 

~l.t!. .r~Xi: rrr'-'4 '1.-..J![. 
-\ ~t, but-t 4 DACe~.., . 

The greateet attack that baa ever been launched. asainet 

fr:(~ j~=;~;;;.; the Am.er1ca.e than ever before . to meet . 
that attack we IIU.et prepare beforehand. - for preparing 

later may and probably would. be too late, 

we IIIUa t prepare in a thou.and. waya. Men are not 

enc;ugh. They •uat have arms . They mw~t learn bow to u se 

thou a.rme . 1bey muat have akilled leaden - who 111\let be 

trained. . New b&eu IINat be eatablhhed to enable our fleet 

to 4efen4 our ah.orea . Ken IIU'Id women .uat be tausht to 

create the supplies that we need. And we must counter the 

agente of the dictator • within our countr y . 



v 
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There 1•, aoreo·nr, another eneaay at bo.e. Tbat 

eneaay h the mean a.nd petty ep1r1t tb&t mocte at !deale, 

enure a.t eacri!ice and pretend• the American people can 

<ft.:.r r 
Hve by bread &lone. It the~ of God le not t n us, and. 

if n will not prepare to ghe all 1:hat we h&Te and all 

that we are to pre .. rYe Cbr11t1a.n c1•111zat1on in our own 

la.nd, we eha.l.l go to deatruoUon. 

It 1e good and right th&t we ehoul.d ooneer•e theu 

mountain heights of the old frontier for the benef1 t of 

t he American people . But in thil hour we have to e&feguard 

a greater thing: the right of the people of thh country 

to liTe aa free llll!!ln , Ou.r Tltal taek of ooneer•atton h to 

preaene the free4oa which our forefatbera won in tbie 

land, and the liberties which were proclaimed in our 

Deola.ra t1on of Independence and embodied in our 

Ooneti tution . 



- 5-

In theee centuries of American civ111zat1on, greatly 

blueed. by the bounties of nature, n succeeded in attaining 

liberty in Government and liberty of the pereon. In the 

prooeu , in the light of put bhtory, we realize now that 

we oo1111111tted exoeeaee which we are today aeettne to o.aoe . 

'le used up or destroyed much of our nature.l heritage 

juat beoauae that her1 tage wae 10 bounteoue . We elaahad 

our foreats, we ueed our aoila, we encouraged floo4a, n 

over-concentrated our weal tb, we dhregarded our unemplo)•ed -

all of thia ao gr6&tly that we were brought r a.ther suddenly 

to f ace the tact th&t unleu we ga·u thought to the lhea of 

our children and. gr&ndch1ldren, they would no longer be able 

t! ,( ..{' '' '• /'. 
to lhe - we-ba4-.begun__t~~er1oan way of life~ 

ADd eo in tbeu later yean, we llave tried. aincerdy 

&n4 honntly to look ahead to the future yeare . We are at 

laat definitely engaged 1n the t uk of ooneerving the 

bounth• of na.ture, thinking in terce of the whole of 

na.ture. we are trying a.t le&et to attain eoployment for 

all who would work and can work, and to provide a greater 
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I hope the 1ae o! it will not be confined to people COlling 

hither on Government apeoi!18d da.ye and on Government 

directed toura. I hops the trees will not be el&ughtered 

by the us in order that a Go•arrwent •Y conduct nra o! 

aggrenion againet other na.tiona. I hope that roads and. 

pa.ths and traih will still be built in the oauee of the 

Uberty o! r.araat1on, and not oontlnad to the ulterior 

purpoeMof a n.r machine controlled by an indi't'ldu&l or an 

oligarchy. 

That there 1s a danger from without ie at l~aet 

recognized by 1110e t of ua .American.. That auob a danger 

ca.nnoi longe r be met with pi tchforka and equlrrel ritln 

or evan with the training or the weapons of the war of 

191? and 1918 1a equally clear to moa t of us »aarioana . 

It ia not a change from the /kllerioan way o! life'O 

to &d•oo&te or legislate a greater and a apeedler 

rl' preparedtl.eu. we know that in the prooesa o! preparing if.; 
' y.... ;11 1 vr ' 

against cS.a.nger we shall not have to abandoA the gre&i 

eocial. improve111ente that h&Ya ooma to the .Amarloan people 
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in thel8 later year•. \Je......c:&I AA$-t ..&.f'"" aM 'i'need. not 

~swap the gain of better living for the ga.in of 

better def•nee. I propoee t o :retain the one and. gain the 

other. 

But to ooneerve our libertiu will not be euy. 

The t aek will reQuire the united. efforte of ua all. It 

•111 require eaoriflcee ~ ua all. 

The pioneer- eurv1Ye4 by fighting their own fight 

t.t 
and standing together aa one m&n in the face of danger . 

I 
If we, their deecen4&nta, art~ to meet the danger• that 

threaten ua, we t oo .uat be ready to fight our own fight 

and etand together ae one .an . In boure o! peril the 

front1ere111en, whatever their pereonal. likes and dielikee , 

whatsver their peraon&l d1f!erencee of opinion, gathered 

together in absolute unity for detenee . 1Je,in th1e hour, 

111uet have abeolute national unity tor total de!enu . 
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What ahall we be d efending? The good earth of thh 

land., our home., our fa~~~111u -- and tar -ore . We shall 

be d.efendlng & way of llfe which baa given MOra freedom to 

~· . 
the eoul and body of man than ever realized in the world 

heights they could aoa.le without hurting their fallon, a 

way of life that baa let men hold up thelr heac1a and admi t 

no aaater but God. 

lbat way of Ute is menaced. We can meet the 

thre&t. We can meet it in the old frontier w&y, We can 

forge our woapona, train ouraelvee to aboot, meet fire 

with fin, and with the courage and the unity of the 

trontleramen, 

It h our pride that in our country 1z:en are free 

to dltfer with each other and with their government, and 

to follow their o.n thoughts and upreu the:~~. We believe 

that the only whole .n h a free .an. .And we belh•e 

v that in the race of dangn, the old apirit of the 

front1eumen which ia in our blood., will give u.a the 

cour4lge and. unity that we 111\111\ han. 



• 
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We need that ep1r1t in this hour. 1'e need a 

conviction, felt deep in ue all, that there are no c11vhlone 

among ua . t'e are all se~ere of the ea.e body. We are 

all Alllerloane. 

'!he wind.e that b low through the wide eky in then 

mounta1M -- the winds that eweop from Canada to U.u:Lco, 

from the Paoltlo to the Atla.nt1o - have alway• blown on 

free men . We are free today. If •• join together now -

:ll.en, women and. ch1lc1ren -- and face the common menace •• 

a un1 ted peopl e, we 11hall be free tomorrow , 

To the free people of America, I dedicate thh Park . 



UCIRPfS PRell: SPUCHES, LftDltS .a:m P.B:ISS Rlli!'.AS3S COli'CZD'IIC 
!HK GXU.! I.IIJD' ~.UiiS JU.!lOKI.L PAll( rrliC'B WAY B'l t1SJil lJ 
J'ASHIOXING A IElllWIOll AIIDIESS. 

l'r011 a11 article b7 
:Director o.-.rer, 
wr1Uen for t~ 
.Ubeonlle-'l'i:Me CtUnft 
Jlho4o~n &p.elal, 
&/21/38 . 

A.t lOJI& lalt - after -ore thAn & dosen 7ean of 

etrugle &n4 41ecour-s:•eat, allloet of ~1r, ttwo 

co:llpletioft of t~ Great S.O~ Kountaifte Xa.Uo~ Part: 

loo:ne oear. 

In wr1U nc about the Saok:iee , one 11 tuptM to dwell at lenct;h upoo the 

be.ut7 of t~ D)Utlta1JI.e that n:t 11Dd r14.ce \li)On r1dce, .. far .. thl eyw Clll'l 11e : 

upon tbe azalea that fl-• 1:1. tb.e epriQC, and the rhododendrOD tbat 'oloo .. upon 

tbto M.fS«e• &ZIIIl c.ue.dee dom ao'IJ:I.ta.izl llopee , Or 1Aternt ceaure UI)Oft tbe ~ 

t aln PJople , who wreeted a ho-. out or W etldel'Jiolll, azul \he, cut off fro• the 

the •ounta.ine, continued a 11fot of courage and tnvent1TeMII until recent yeau, 

!odq, ho .. ver, mob .. I love the etpu &n4 -oun:!.l of tM Sllok141e , ., 

tboY.Chh are 1rree1n1blT 4ra.n fra~~ tM a.rea 1teelt ~ the hu::l&:l factor involved 

1n the c:"eat1oa of the pan:: to tboee wbo f1r.t !oc-.aed a t te"tt1on ~on tb.h prden 

~t, then lal:lored to lUke po11tble thlo p-f'at national pert~: whoee p r oge .. toward 

full eilterhood with the other !'edert~l paril:"e " watch toOav with &laol't bated breath. 

I wO\lld lU::e to call , one by one , the honor-roll of all t bo11 who led the 

too l OIIC• 

the beaut7 of the aount!Un1 , the rtchM11 of their plant life , the roa~MCe of t he 

aounta1neere, lalown to thouaan.de to whoa othe:rwile tM Great S.oldee would lone 



fben there "" J'lod•ral off1c:iah, 'lho, ••archln& t he .outt:..1'11. h1cbJ.IID4• for 

&II. area of national park ealiber , were co~re4 b7 tM eagalJ'iceDc:e ot tM saoq 

Ruce. PollowLnt: thn c- thole who reall)' bore the bnmt o! the battle - tho•• 

!aced with the task of rahin& $10,000,000, that the neeeuary li&Dde Ccht be pur

chued and dDnated t o tM United St&tel. Offlclall and prhate cltllene allke i11 

Borth Carol!...na. and. 'feMIIMI put tM1r ebouldere to the wheel , ed b7 alaoet .uper

~ efforte, in tb.e face ot "'!'•ted eet• 'backe, raised. $.5,000,000, which J'otm D. 

Jloeltefeller , J'r. , thrCN,&h tta. t..ura Spet.n loclclleller -round.atton., pled£e6 to 11111et 

dollar for dollar , in •eaory of bh aother. 

But 1t1ll the task Wl\1 not COI!pleted, for other d1ff1cultiee ll!ppeand. - lou 

of f'ullde in t~ WlfUlfUled pbdf;ee aM bank f&lluree, illcreaeee 1n land. prices '"-" 

70n4 all l'lear}J' apl"l'aleah - one thine: after another. JNt to tbt .,.tr1Mt1ll( 

credit o! thol J'oundere M4 b~ers of the park .n-e~Dt they re!uaed to adm.t d ... 

feat , One obstacle .t'ter another hu been O't'nococa , until t~ we .. in •tcht 

of the final olleetone. 

:Behind tbt leaden in the park 110'1'111ent hal etood s 1tron«, dl'l'oted l!lniY of 

uneunc bacl:ere of tM proJect, ~htDC of their tunde aD4 their u .. accord.iDC to 

their .. .-, and ottenu .... all out o! proportion to their aeane. Jut eurel7 

their reYnrd will be &:J'I'Lt , 1n t he lmowleodt;e that t he •nmta1n pa.rad.iM they have 

helped to e.to.ve .nd p r e11r.,. !leT be enjo7ed b7 untold a.lllion1 who otberwiM llip!t 

M'l'lr learn to ll:now an4 lo'l'e the liiOUDt &i.ne , 

'l'o tll.etl all uaen ot t he park owe a debt of delp crat1tu~ - a1 tbe7 do alec 

to the .ounta.in tollc who brt..'l'e COOpet'ated. in tbe land aequisit1on thro~ rel1Dqu.t.n.. 

li'IC their ho::es wnicb •Mt tar ::ore to t • than do bozea to tl:.• •'~'•race clt7 or 

count17 dweller. 

So , on what l&elu to be the eve o! our tri\IIIIPh, I lend hellol'tfelt veeti!l£1 to 

•ach nnd e"f'eey on• who hal contr ibuted hie btt , btc or U t th, townrd tb• con~ 

t.loD or the Gnat S.olcy' !lountaine National Park. W.:,· each ot you be a1 ~7 in thft 



realisatloa of our Joitlt 4.re ..... I s::~, Certaiztl1 ~u hln'e ci•en YO\I.I' cbild.ren aD4 

:rou:r etatet a Mrhap of wbioh to be eme~nslT prC)'Ud, 

lif•orandue~ of landtcape A. bronu placqu. in bonor of the ...:~ry of Laura 
an4 er~~:ineer ttalf Oil 
Lftu:ra Spelaan JDelc:eteller Spel&am Boclr:efeller, .other of .John D, Bock.teller , 
~:-.:~rial. 

placque will be&r an 1necr1ption su'O.t antially at follows , and we quote tr011 the 

or1ctr.al ruoluUon &6opte4 ln 1928 b7 the !ena.ettee Great SI:IOky l:ounta1ne P!U'k 

Co!llaheioD: •Tb1t parte: WfUI clven on-half by the people• and StAtes of North Caro-

lina and !'eunenee and oo~half ln •-r.r of Laur• 9pel&an Eock:d'ellef'l. 

It wUl be aoted. tbat the contour and ... , of tbe te:rrtaee •.U• fit the t\lZ'-

rGW~dinc tlopn and. lMpt ada1rably d that the placque b.M been Ci"n a pro::~illent 

pl ace on the fi!Ce of the hlch wall. The 'l'enne11ee - North Carolina bOW\4aT)' line 

pure, cool , .aunta.in drinltlnc water will be a•allable b the for. ot a d~~ple and 

unobtt.J'Ileive bronze ft'lllntaJ.D set 1.n the wall at the foot o! t he stone ettpe. A. 

narrow, windinc stone tta1:rtre.Y oestled in tll.e le4(e• leads fro• tlw urper terrace 

up t o the' crett of the r14po fn.. which J)Oint t~ old .l.ppalachian trail can be "~ 

.. 1 t IU~:u-• alone t~ ridce to the laat . 

naUonal put:, 41&n1tlK az~d a111pl e , .. Kr. lloelc:efeller and the peoples of Nor th 

Carolina and '1'enne11ee want ed lt t o be. It 1t ri~t t hat t he thoucht. whi ch 

proi:I!Pt ed. MD to fou.o4 thh cJ.or1out piU'it tball be peroet uated 1u ston• e.z~d broue. 



On !hursct.,y, hbJ'Wil'Y 6, 19:!0 , in the Ottlce ot the Seeret&17 of the Interior, 

tl'e GoTe~r• of »orth Carolina M4 !ezmenee prennt&4 dHU to 1&8, 799 acres of 

the Great Sltokies PIIUY, '!;he tlrlt ooncnte step to-.:'4 aetual co~lon of the 

proJect. 

Uditional lM4 &hen on KoT!Illlber .2, 1931. 

lithout tte help of John D. Rockefeller , J r ,, the Great S.Ok)' ttountainl ll.,. 

Uonel Plll"k 'would baTe been but ~ idle dre•.• 

Great Sl=ok7 .ln& 11 one of CJIU' 1101t Ulportant 4epos1torhs of raat1Te cult~, 

ez:prentDc u .. lf in •on&•• Wcee, &-• aa.d other folk arh. 

R.dlo talk by Director 
c~:rer, forlll'l 

b.depecd.@nt ra4.1o station, 
.ltluta: 

A.strlde ths Stats l1n1 which Mp!U'&hl Bor th Caro

lina .n4 !e=-nee, ooeupybe the h1Fe•t altitudes of 

tM Great D1T1de of tbtl kat , 11 lo~ted. Great Sl:!oiQ-

eastel'll United States sn4 h -.1th1n eaay 1\CCell of a score of thti citin of the 

OW.f , t be )111e1n1pp1 Td.lq, 11.!14 the S<Ntb A.tlantio -.eetione. Jb:cellent rotlde , 

•1nd1nc tilrouch tue lOTel.T roaant1c S<Ju.thland, lP.,!. t!Mo 110torht into ttl frtt«J>ant 

!'Mtne1111 of 110\lntaia crande\U' aM for~ets trul,y pri.MTal. 

A.lthou,t];h C!lnc;r111 , u far bMk: aa ~ 22 , 1926, ft!)Jirond the Act 11'h1ch set 

ad4e th11 la1t r.-...1nl.ng creat 11'1lderne11 or the Appalachlanl , lt nU•d also that 

110 a:eneral ..... el~t could bea:la, beyond the protection of the al"e&, until the 

ahl __ acre..:;e req_u.lrecl. b7 l• h.-d. been acqu.lred. Ww:b or thti land. ••• beld bT 

lW!Iber COII!pa.nlee. It wu e1ts..&ted that $10,000 ,000 11'-Juld be needed for the pur

chAn of the r equisite acrea,ge. A.ppro:d.ll:at ely one-half of this INI:I -s pled,vd b7 

the States ot lortb Carollnoo and !e.nneuee. JoN! D. Rockefeller , Jr., contr1bute4 

$5,000,000 thro~- t he Laura Spet..n aocke1'eller .,_,rial, which h a aell0ri&1 to 



MM.}' ouut.andi~ oxoell.en -.do the GJ'h.t. s.okiu dtCbh t.o .amt .. ton 

into the excluehe fa=~~ of CI'.Uollal psrlrt. Oeol ot:hh 1nt01'11 ue \bet tbelr 

J'ro= a ra41o talk b7 !'1M 11 aero~ relathe, of couree, In seolo~c:al 
Director c-r er, for 
an indep0!14aDt r.Uo reckoniiiC a abort u. .. 1s a :palt 17 f" t l.ou .. m 7ear•. 
tt.:I.UOII in Atlanta. 

of the a~utafl)hcu of ne~ture. Z..en h'oa the »erepecUve or t he f'I!IOlo&ittl, 

bo1M'I'er, the Or•t Saok7 Wolmta111• ~ be ten.ed • old• rit~t. r1U: of ecleiiCe 1 1 

chal~. Lott.e befor. the &ock:lee tmd the Sierra erou fro- Ute eea the -'._~ 

lachlane were eon• old. Stu4ente of pla.-w~tl in the llllkl~, point out eTideneee 

of earth ehazlcoe which eYen t.be 1~ !llt\'1 t race in t he creat rock lll\1181 af 

th11 crest \li)Uttc , where etret a u;poeed to the eurf~~.Ce todq are older b7 WICOunt

ed dlllo:u or :r--.r• tha:l t.:!.e J'(I'Wl&U la.!~r• 011 which they reat. 

Wore t heA ao ,ooo acree of the park 1e prt.eo'l'al tc:~reat. Hen are the lucett 

and ttne1t. t ta.Dda of hD:"dwood trees 1n the United st .. t u . fbero Are 111ore then 

red ep:ru.oe. l!owbere else 111. the world 11 there INCh 1'&rlep.t.1on of plallt life, 

!'0 date lc.t 1?0 epeetee c:~f ehrubt .00 Ylnet haYe been lt.te4. B.i~ r-.tntall , 

a a ild cU•t., ~ draina«e , 1111d a lo~ r,rowinc .. uon haYe coub1ned to IIIN:e 

the Sou.thtlm. ~palachlane onn of the world ' • creahet Yl!t;etatlonal rt~nhre. W\lebroou 



ntt ai11 a 4STert1t:t in colort.nc and elle t hat IIU.It be seen to be bel1Pe4; white , 

:rellow, red, brota:, bl.O: , rw1 crowt.nc to d.iM'n.io!le larp enou,cb to ehelter a 

whole f-.il,y of tolld.s, 10 .. ot the. wetchUc tro. 16 to 25 powlds. A.t the outer 

end of the ecale t hl:r ere d.ia1nut1Te as a ta1rr1 • paruol. ne wealth of t'\ul«1 

al.eo preeentl exqu111te tor.e M4 tlntl. 

!"lle &Ter.p; Tisitor, ho.enr, 11 tb:rille4 110re 'b7 the luxuriant and. prodl&&). 

fl~rinc ehnlbs &:14 pl.e.ntt , colorfUl, fn&rant, &:14 e•el')'Where present. 

Bhodo4.en4ro'll.l , IIO'Imta!.Jl laurel, wUd asaleu, 1)1nk a."ld white ~. Jwta. 

tree or rt~dbu.d, oliabln& honeysuckle, tbe Jamine ' s fr~~g1le colden belli , be,y, 'll'ith 

A.l for the w1ld flower. , the cround cover 11 1ueh a kaleido1copio rwNJ.c 

thra~Jihout the blOIIOIOI.ill8 1euon that one doee not need to be a botanllt to exclaim 

in del1&;ht O'I'U tiM l~t. ~ nr.re plantl , loQC 8&0 .xtirpated elM'IIbere, here 

raiee their l OYel.7 boe.S... 

Until Yoey recent rear• all tn.i1 r "cio!l wae a lanc1 o! =e:zplored CQ'Ihf'7. ~en 

the lnd.ian• lett untrodden hundredl of thouund.e of ecru of the inaeee .. ible up

lend~ . 'l'lna, 1Z1 tb. undiltur~d condition w!Ueh the fore•t knew b~fore t.piou• .. ~~. 

intruded \QOII her .olttude, 4o- lO(S lq 210"JJ.d.-rit~o~: for pneratloi!.JI - •iDkiliC 

dowl7, t hrOUf>h thl\t etage which •n call deoq, i11t0 the boeo. of the e.rth mot her: 

then when the ro\16h bark and t ouch tlbree bad beco:a. aoht , ruiltent I'POII«$0 the 

wbole l eJl&'\.h of the 111t1.11h'1 tru trunlu beco:~t &liTe with pl.e.nh o! such fr84:1:lle 

tex\\U"e and &tllclloQ' of ecent Md col.orlnt; ... could bfO born onl¥ of luch priltlne 

con41t1one. A.rad the lo~~& crele bep:a ane1J - life out of ee-.lnt; death. 

'fo walk t o4Q.v thl'~b the 11.1.., eb.ad.owy depths of the" prt .. •&l for .. ts 11 in 



Jio one who ha• looked upon tb. fila of llbt that UO'I'U'I abOTe t be •haa:r p11k1 

tm4 r144!;ee, rill •onder ~ \be7 are u.A~d Great Salokies. .U u .. , the bau 11 10 

denM thAt it blo\1 out tn. I\UTOWIIllftl l&DdKt~pe, t1ntU the WID.CHr1ll( t ake it to 

be U.e e:s:lkl of a for .. t nn. 

71al'l ago , the r~1t7 of the whitu 'llho COTete4 their lai:M!e, cloC~Md the tribe 

t o l't1Ct1or., the Indianl lfere ruthle11l:r treneyorted to the diltent 11ct1on then 

lmoWD u Indian !errltOJ7• A. .W,etantllll nu.ber, ho..l'ter, IUCCiedH 1n tll'adir!l 

thol cruel ~erN b7 11~1nc lnt~ the .ont~taln faatnueee o! ~ Great s.okiee. 

!heir 4eecsnda!ltl toder;r ~~~q be Mel! ln t~ QuN.la leiiTTnt1on. It 11 a 1e.n4 •or th 

f!.cbUac for. 

lr011. an a l'Ucle e ntl tll4. 
•!he Grsat ~);r ~unta1ne 
'fa.Uonal Park, a 11l4lite 
SanctuarT' , written for 
nauo~ lature n.n. 
&/8/a& 

Jorth Carol1aa. low' no lon«er h 1t poell'ble for t he 

rut!Ue .. hunter to llauchter rildl.U'e in tM Great !molr:;y l!oW1t a1ne Jat1onal Park. 

Pro:. the •c;eolOQ of the 
Oru\ !Dok;r WO\mtaine• . 

!'he Grtat SMolq lloW\taine, pMallel t o t be lllue 

of the eeeal"p**8nt of the Appala.ch1an1 aDd o•erlook t he &reat •..U17 of eutern 

fer!Dinee . ~nb hlcbeet d bro.deet port1o11 o! the App&lech1an l.:ou."ltalne 11 Or141 

of t he ol dcet l 1111d areas of \ he etl!"th. ~at of thie lud at \be ,q 11 co.poeld 



llo41o talk b7 Director 
C-Ter, tor an ln.-
6.ctpen4ent Tdio naUon, 
.ltlMt a . 

1zt. 11-e rut.hiDC ~1.a111 curre~:~te aA6. &1 .. .,. poole. OreT 

600 a.Uee ot i~al U'OUl. etr.- 1DY11.e thto dhciplee ot Iae.M: Wall.on. Rainbow, 

apeekl.ed oT -ounl.ain trw\ abound in tM A&l1on' bl"i))J{e , aD4 •-ll .outhe *• are 

tcron4 in the 1Grot;eT etr .. llle at 1o1Mr eleYaU01!.e, fha r1Yen tHa elth UZJ;r ll:ill4e 

ot thh indigenoua to t he Eaet, 

1At:111aUn Jlhto17, .1n .let ot hbl'\1.4!7 21, 1925 authorh:ed the -.kin& of 
Great s.ol::;r l!.ountaille 
Jational Perk. a etud;y ot the .lppalachhn Mountain recion eltb a ... 1 .. to 

cnaUna a n3tloaal park, Co~•- B. Y. taple of 

PeMe:rhanta heade4 the co•lulon. Pollowl~~& a nport of the collllliltlfln to Concreu, 

the .let ot ~ 22, 1925 authorhed the enablilhllent ot the Great S-.:olq )(ounta1ne 

BaUo:l&l PN"k witb a a1n1Jiwl .ereap of UiO,OOO acree. 

On Ua.rcb 28 0 1929, the I.ec1e1ature of Horth Carol1n.a paned a.a .Let ce41n&: ex

c1u..e1Ye Juri..UctiO!I O't'er lorl.a Ca1"o11aa 1&D4 within tbe park to tbe Pedn~ G<rrera

Mnt, '1'b.e !enneeeM Lecielatun paue4 He .let ot ceu1ol1 0::1 April 12, 1!129 • 

.1 P.Ural Act ot April 12, 1930 extended the boundaries of the !J&l'k. .A.n .let 

ot rebruar:r 4-, 193.2 autborh.e4 th.e o.ceept~e of land e!.thin the boundaries to be 

t en4ere4 eUh DO coat to t~ t1nlted Stt>t•~e, the .let o! June 15, l93t lncreaeed 
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